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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, to v>it: 

District ClerVt OJfice. 
BE IT REMEMBERED, Tbat on the twentieth day of No- 
Tember, A. D. 1829, in the fifty-fourth year of the Independence of the 
tTnited States of America, LINCOLN & EDMANDS, of the said dis- 
trict, haye deposited in this office the title of a Book, the right whereof 
they claim ai Proprietors, in the words following, to viit : 

"A Dictionary of important Names, Obiects, and Terms, found in 
the Holy Scriptures. Intended principally for Youth. By Howard 
Malcom, A. M." 

In Conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States, en- 
titled, "An Act for the encowrag^ement of Learning, by securing ^he 
■ 8 Authors and Proprietors of 



copies, of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the Authors andProprietoi 
such copies during the times therein mentioned;" and also to an Act, 
entitled, *< An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled, An Act for the 
encouragement of Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, 
juui. Books to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies during the 
times therein mentioned : and extending the benefits thereof to the 
arts of Designing, Engraving, and Etching Historical and other Prints." 
JNO.Hjf. DAVIS, Clerk of ike District of Mastachwetti^ 



PREFACE. 



PRODUOTIONS that are the result of labour, more than of geaiui, 
lie under two great disadrantages : — ^the pleasure of compoaingii incom- 
parably less^and the composition itself is held in far less estimation. The 
author's only motive in undertaking the drudgery of preparing this toI* 
ume was, that such a work seemed to him not only eminently needed 
for youth, but almost indispensable ; while nothing of the kiud existed 
within his ■ knowledge. It was chieHy prepared at small intei;va]s of 
leisure while travelling as General Agent of the American Sunday 
School Union, and has now been retained nearly three years, in the 
hope that some more perfect work of the kind would appear. During 
this time it has been kept at hand for the purpose of inserting whatever 
seemed appropriate in the current religious periodicab, missionary re- 
ports, &C. The chief sources of aid, however, have been the works of 
Calmet, Whitby, Wells, Carpenter, Brown, Wood, Paxton, and Bv 
mer. Extracts have in some instances been taken, as well as facts or 
thoughts f but references seemed unnecessary. 

In moat Dictionaries of the Bible, a large propdHion of the matter 
consists o£ Scripture narrcitvoe, digested under heads, or verbtU defini' 
tWM, It is believed that the reading of the Bible itself, is now so gen- 
eral among the classes of persons for whom this book is intended, as to 
make that plan undesirable in this instance. The object here is, in ref- 
erence to Scripture names, to throw light on the $acred page, rather 
than to harrow it from thence. While therefore a great number of 
persons and places of which nothing is known, except from Scripture, 
is omitted, more Scripture illustration, adapted to youth, will, it is hoped, 
he found here than in any one of the larger works above named. In re- 
gard to doctrinal terms, &c. the usual course was necessarily pursued. 
As some of the articles may seem hardly comprehensible to children, 
it is proper to remark that the work was intentionally graduated to the 
common level of Sabbath School tetichert ; who it is hoped will find it * 
convenient and useful manual. Only by bringing the book to this stand- 
ard, could it be made itself a teacher, which was the great object. It 
was hoped by this plan to make it useful to parents, also, in answering 
the numerous questions of iuttUigent children who read the Bible. 

It is now issued to serve a necessity, and if the ^ Father of lights'* do 
but make it {(iseful in the dissemination of heavenly truth, the desires of 
the Author will be fully realized. \ 

Hayward Place, Boston, 
Jan. 1, 1830. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



THE short interval which has elapsed since the first publication of 
this little work, has been diligently improved to render it more worthy 
of its favourable reception by the public. Hornets Introduction, Rob- 
inson's Greek Lexicon, Harris's Natural History of the Bible, Jones's 
Biblical Gyclopsedia, Jahn's Archaeology, and Ingraham's Geographical 
Index, have been kept at hand, while occasional resort has been had to 
the latter volumes of the Missionary Herald, Parish's Bible Gazetteer, 
and Rees's Cyclopedia. From these sources, in addition to those men- 
tioned in the preface, nearly two hundred new and important articles are 
added ; most of the others are enriched, corrected, or condensed. The 
accentuation of all such words as seemed liable to erroneous pronun- 
ciation, will prove, it is hoped, a valuable improvement. 

The references tg passages of Scripture have all been carefully ex- 
amined, by which numerous typographical errors, derived from works 
which were consulted, have been discovered and rectified. In many 
cases new references are added ; and some are substituted in place of 
former ones, as being more accurate and useful. The quotations, being 
now all made from the Bible itself, it is hoped the work is, in this respect, 
entirely correct. These references are regarded as forming one of the 
most important features in the book j and if parents would make it an 
occasional Sabbath evening's exercise to read a few articles, while 
each child sat round with a Bible in his hand, and shoyld turn to the 
text, great interest and light would be thrown over the quoted Scripture, 
as well as the article itself ; and a pleasing opportunity would be thus 
afibrded, for the inculcation of religious truth. 

The labours of preparing this work, though unexpectedly arduous, 
have been exceedingly useful to the Author as a biblical student } and 
the hope of their being useful to others has added pleasure to the task. 
The humble effort is now affectionately commended to those for whose 
benefit it is made. 
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AA'RON, a prince of the 
family of Levi, was by di- 
vine direction consecrated to 
the office of High Priest by 
Moses, his brother. After 
the schism of Korah, Numb, 
xvi. the Lord confirmed his 
appointment, by the miracle 
of the budding rod and other 
signs. He died in Mount 
Hor, A. M. 2552, aged 123 
year:?, and was succeeded 
by his son £ieazar. See 
Priesthood. 

ABAD'DON. "is the an- 
gel of the bottomless pit, 
whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in 
the Greek tongue, hath his 
name Apollyon," Rev. ix. 
11. Writers on the prophe- 
cies greatly difier in their 
interpretation of the above 
text. The name is generally 
appKed to Satan. Such as 
suppose the locusts mention- 
ed in that chapter mean 
Musselmans, consider that 
the name applies to Mahom- 
et. Such as regard the lo- 
custs as figuring Catholic 
clergy, apply these terms to 
the Pope. 



AB'ANA and Pha.rpar, 
two rivers of Syria, which 
Naaman the leper thought 
*' better than all the waters of 
Israel." Abana is probably 
the Barraddy, which rises in 
Lebanon, and runs towards 
the south. Perhaps the Phar- 
par is the same with Orontes, 
which, rising a little to the 
north-east of Dama8cus,pa8ses 
Antjoch, and after a course 
of 200 miles to the north- 
west, loses itself in the Med- 
iterranean Sea. 2 Kings v. 12. 

A B'BA, a Syriac word, sig- 
nifying a 6e/<wed/af^€r. The 
word is used by our Lord in 
his agony. Mack xiv. 36, and 
by Paul, when he recounts 
to the believers of Rome and 
Galatia, their glorious privi- 
leges; foremost of which 
he places " the spirit of adop- 
tion, by which they cry 
Abba Father." Rom. viii. 
15. Gal. iv. 6. We thus 
pereeive, both in the term 
itself, and the manner of 
using it, how endearing and 
consoUng is the access to 
God, which the Christian 
enjoys. 



ABI 



8 



ABY 



ABI'A, second son to Sam- 
uel, and brother to Joel. 
When the priests were divi- 
ded into twenty- four courses, 
1 Chron. xxiv. the 8th was 
called from him ; or, as some 
suppose, from Abijah, men- 
tioned 1 Chron. xxiv. 10. 
Luke i. 5. 

A'filB, or NisAN, the 
name of the first sacred, and 
seventh civil month of the 
Jewish year. It answered 
to our March. The word 
signifies ripe fruit ; and was 
^iven to this month, because 
in the middle of it, the Jews 
generally began their har- 
vest. On the 14th day of 
this month, the Passover was 
eaten. Their year commen- 
ced in September ; and there- 
fore their jubilees, and other 
civil matters, were regulated 
in that way, see Levit. xxv. 
8, 9, 10. This change of be- 
ginning,as to the sacred year, 
took place at the redemption 
of Israel from Egypt, Ex- 
odus xii. 2. * "This shall 
be to you the beginning of 
months.*' 

ABILE'NE, literally the 
Father'^B Mansion, a small 
canton in Syria, between 
Lebanon and Antilibanus. 
It took its name from Abila, 
which probably was the 
same with Abelmaim. Ly- 
sanias was governor here in 
the fifteenth year of Tiberius. 
Luke iii. 1. 

ABIM'ELECH. The ti- 



tie of the Kings of Philistia, 
as Ptolemy was of the Kings 
of Egypt, and Caesar of the 
Emperors of Rome. Gen. 
xxi. and xxxvi. It was the 
name of a very wicked ruler 
in Israel, in the time of the 
Judges. Jud. ix. 

ABOMINATION, a thing 
fateful. Sin is called an 
abomination because detesta- 
ble to God and good beings. 
Various gross practices are so 
called. Wearing the dress of 
the. opposite sex, Deut. xxii. 
5. Lying, Prov. xii. 22. 
False weights, Isa. Ixvi. 3. 
False doctrines, Rev. xvii. 4. 
Idols, Deut. vii. 26. Proud 
persons, Prov. xvi. 5. The 
" sacrifices of the wicked,'* 
that is, hypocritical sei-vices 
are an abomination. Prov. 
XV. 8. In Dan. xii. 11, and 
Matt. xxiv. 15, the allusion 
is to Roman armies, which, 
as heathen, were hateful to 
the Jews. 

ABRAHAM, a wander- 
ing shepherd of vast wealth 
and pre-eminent piety. He 
was born A. D. 2008, only 
two years after the death of 
JVoahy though there were 
nine generations between 
them. Being the progenitor 
of all the Jews, he was called 
the "Father of the faithful." 
His history is one of deep 
interest, and is given in 
Genesis at great length. 

ABYSS', a word used in 
Scripture, sometimes to mean 



ACE 



ACT 



hell, and sometimes the 
depUis of ocean, and the wa- 
ters which flow under the 
earth. 

AC'CHO, a sea-port of 
Canaan, belonging to the 
tribe of Asher, Jud. i. 31 . It 
became famous during the 
crusades, and was then call 
cd St John de Jlcre. The 
Christians were expelled 
from it« as their last hold in 
Palestine, about 1291, and it 
has since been held by the 
Turks. The French under 
Napoleon, met a repulse 
here. The present popula- 
tion is about 10,000, but very 
poor. It is now called Acre. 

ACEL'DAMA, a field ly- 
ing a little south of Jerusa- 
lem, where potters dug their 
clay. The money which 
Judas threw back tp the Jew- 
ish rulers, being the price of 
blood, as they called it, they 
would not put into the Lord's 
treasury, but with it pur- 
chased this field, wherefore 
it was called " Aceldama, 
ot.The field of blood." See 
the prophecy, Zech. xi. 12, 
13. It was then appropriated 
as a place to bury strangers, 
from which the burial ground 
for this purpose is, in some 
cities, called Patterns field. 
Matt, zxvii. 8. Maundrell 
was shown this spot, still used 
by the Armenians for a grave 
3raTd. It is now about 100 
feet long and 40 broad, and 
fs called Campo Santto, 
B 



ACHAaA, in the largest 
sense, comprehended all 
Greece Proper. This seems 
the meaning, 2 Cor. xi. 10. 
Thus, what is Achaia, Acts 
xix. 21, is HelUuy i. e. Greece, 
Acts XX. 2. In the strict use 
of the term, Achaia wasth at 
northern part of the Pelopon- 
nesus, the capital of which 
was Corinth. It is now call- 
ed LivadiOy or the Morea. 

ANCHOR, this word signi- 
fies trouble^ and was the 
name of a valley near Jerichou 

ACRE. The English acre 
is 4840 square yards, th« 
Roman 3200, and the Egyp- 
tian 3698; but the Hebrew 
acre, appears to mean what 
one yoke of oxen could plough 
in a day. Ten acres of vine- 
yard yielding one bath, and 
the seed of an homer pro- 
ducing an ephah, Isa. v. 10, 
means that the land should 
be afflicted with dreadful 
sterility, for such a crop is 
scarcely a tenth part of the 
seed sown. 

ACTS or THX Apostles, 
the history of the primitive 
church, written by Luke. 
It does not contain a full ac- 
count of the labours of all the 
apostles, but only of a few at 
a specimen; chiefly those 
of Paul. The narrative 
commences ^t the ascension 
of Christ, and eiteods t^ 
Paul's arrival at Ronic> od 
his appeal to Cesar ; a period 
of about 30 years. 
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AD'AMANT, a beautiful 
atone of the hardest kind, 
generally called diamond. 
Diamonds are chiefly ob- 
tained in India, from the 
tnineR in Golconda, Visapoor, 
and Borneo. Some are now 
obtained from Brazil. Its 
great hardness makes it re- 
sist an intense tire, cut glass, 
&c. Sinners' hearts are com- 
pared to adamant. Zech.vii. 12. 
A'DAR,tFe twelfth month 
of the Jewish s*^cred year, 
and the sixth of the civil ; 
corresponding to February. 
As their intercalary month 
was added at the end of the 
year, it was called Ve Adar, 
or second Adar. 

ADDER, « venomous rep- 
tile, brought forth alive 
witliout eggs. It is often 
called a viper. 

ADJURE. It was a cus- 
tom among the Jewd to ad- 
jure ^ which was by a form 
of execration laid on the per- 
son if he did not answer tru- 
ly. It was the same as ad- 
ministering an oath is now ; 
so that though Christ held 
his peace when merely in- 
terrogated, he acknowledg- 
ed when adjured, or put on 
oath, that he was the Son of 
God. 

ADOPTION, the act of 
taking one into the family 
for a son. Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter adopted the young child 
Moses, and Mord^cai thus re- 
ceived Esther. True believ- 



ers in Christ, who rely upon 
the efficacious atonement of 
his precious blood, and the 
sure merit of his perfect 
righteousness, for the pardon 
01 their sins and reconcilia- 
tion to God, being regener- 
ated by the Spirit, and freely 
justified by grace, through 
the redemption of Jesus 
Christ, are said to be put in- 
to this state of adoption. 2 
Cor. vi. 18. 

ADRAMYT'TlUM,isby 
some Geographers affirmed 
to be the same with "J^eb^ 
in Egypt. Others maintain 
with more probability, that 
this city was in Mysia, op- 
posite Lesbos. The latter 
was situated at the foot of 
Mount Ida, and was found- 
ed by a colony from Athens. 
It was a place of much com- 
merce. Acts xxvii. 2; but it 
'if< now a poor fishing village, 
and is called Dramiti. 

A'DRIA, a sea now call- 
ed the Gulf of Venice, on the 
coast of Italy. Acts xxvii., 
27. Paul in going to Rome, 
suffered an extreme tempest 
in this sea. 

ADUL'LAM was once a 
noble town in the north part 
of the lot of Judah. Near it 
was the place of David's con- 
cealment, 1 Sam. xxii. 1. 

ADULTERY, violating 
the bed of a married person. 
In a spiiitual sense it means 
idolatry, or the act of paying 
that homage or worship to 
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the creature, which 19 due 
only to the Creator. Jer. iii. 
9. Ezek. xxiii. 37. 

AG' ATE, a gem of various 
ccdours and degrees of tran- 
sparency. It is found in the 
form of rounded nodules, 
from the size of a pin's head 
to more than a foot in diame- 
ter J in the river Wolga, in 
Germany, in the pudding 
stone of Siberia, in Ceylon, 
Scotland,' &c. Those of the 
last named country, are com- 
monly called Scotch pebbles. 
It is a st6ne of great beauty, 
and is only cheap because 
found in abundance. 

AGRIPTA. SeeHebod. 

AHASHUE'RUS. There 
were several kings of this 
name. . He who was the 
husband of Esther, was pro- 
bably Darius Hystaspis. 
Dean Prideaux, is confident 
ho was Artaxerxes Longim- 
anus. 

AIR, a fluid which sur- 
rounds the earth to the ex- 
tent of about fifty miles. Air 
has a considerable weight. 
About 2160 pound-weight of 
it. presses on every square 
foot; and allowing the sur- 
face of a human body to be 
1$ square feet, the pressure 
of air on it must amount to 
32,400 pounds weight. But 
this pressure is not felt, be- 
cause our bodies contain such 
a portion as serves to buoy 
them up. Air is necessary 
not only to the existence of 



man, but of all animals and 
plants. The winds keep it 
pure. Creatures inhabiting 
the water need air as much 
as land animah. Some of 
these come often to the sur- 
face to breathe, and those 
which have gills, manufac- 
ture air for themselves out of 
water. If there were no air 
we could neither see, hear, 
nor speak ; there could be 
neither clouds nor rain. In- 
deed, the whole world would 
be destroyed, if the air were 
to be destroyed, or even be- 
come stagnant. 

AL'ABASTER, a name 
now applied to a fine white 
species of marble. The word 
is derived from the name giv- 
en by the Greeks to an urn 
or vessel without handles, 
especially those made full 
at the bottom, and narrow at 
the top, so as to be easily 
stopped, and thus especially 
proper for ointments and per- 
fumes, which would lose 
their fragrance if exposed. 
Alabasters were of glass, 
silver, or gold. It was cus- 
tomary at feasts among the 
great, to anoint the hair of 
ttie guests with costly per- 
fume. Ps. xxiit. 5. and xlv. 
7. Matt. xxvi. 7. 
. ALBE'IT, an old word for 
nevertheless, or although. 

ALEXANDRIA, a cele- 
brated city in Lower Egypt : 
situated between lake Ma- 
reotis and the western branch 
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«f the Nile, at a suiall dis- 
tance from the Mediterra- 
nean sea. After the destruc- 
tion of Carthage, it was, for 
ages, the chief city of the 
world, next to Rome. Its 
commerce extended to every 
part of the then known 
world. The Ptolemies made 
it their royal residence, and 
each successive monarch 
laboured to embellish it. 
When the Romans in their 
vast conquests annexed Egypt 
to their empire, they respect- 
ed and preserved the beau- 
ties of this ci(y, and it con- 
tinued to flourish. Under 
the Saracens, it soon began 
to decay. They madly burnt 
its famous library of 700,000 
volumes, A. D. 642. Nu- 
merous Jews resided here, 
engaged in trade and com- 
merce ; 50,000 of them were 
murdered here, under the 
Emperor Nero. "When the 
Arabs took it as above, they 
found 40,000 Jews who paid 
tribute. In a ship belonging 
to Alexandria, Paul sailed 
for Rome, Acts xxvii. 6. 
Christianity was early plant- 
ed in this place. Mark the 
Evangelist is said to have 
first preached here. Here 
^polios was born. Acts xviii. 
24. It is now dwindled to a 
villaee, with nothing remark- 
able but the ruins of ancient 
grandeur. 

ALMS. Bounty to the 
poor. Matt. vi. 1. 



AL'MUG TREE. Some 
suppose it to be eoral^ which 
grows in the shape of a tree. 
More probably the ebony. 
It is thought to be the same 
with the Shittah, or Shittim- 
tree. 1 Kings x. 11. 

ALICES. Tournefortreck- 
ons fourteen kinds of the 
aloe-tree. The American 
aloe is famous for its fine 
flowers, which are of the 
lily kind ; the Asian for the 
useful drug prepared from 
it. The drug called aloe is 
formed of the juice of the 
leaves, fresh plucked and 
squeezed, set to harden in 
the sun. This drug is lam- 
ed for its purgative virtue. 
Aloes were anciently used 
for the embalming of dead 
bodies, and as a perfume. 
John xix. 39. Prov. vii. 17. 

AL'PHA, the first letter of 
the Greek alphabet It is 
used in connexion with Ome- 
ga, which is the last letter, 
to express the eternity of Je- 
sus Christ. 

ALTAR, among the Jews, 
the place where sacrifices 
were laid and offered. Some 
Christians still apply the 
name to the table where the 
communion is administered; 
but Christ is the only Chris- 
tian altar to which we bring 
all our sacrifices and servi- 
ces. Heb. xiii. 19. 

AM'ALEKITES, a nation 
occupying a territory be- 
tween the Red and Bead 
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Seas. About A. M. 2091 
Chedorlaomer ravaged their 
country, at which time mul- 
titudes left it. It is thought 
by some, that these poured 
themselves on Egypt, aud 
were the sheplierds meDtion- 
ed by Maaetho. Saul, long 
afterward, made war on this 
people, aud utterly rniued 
and scattered them. 1 Sam. 
15. Afterward a remnant 

gathered again, which was 
nally destroyed by the Sim- 
eonitcs, in the days of Hez* 
ekiah. 1 Chroh. iv. 

AMBASSADOR, a legate 
or apostle. A person sent on 
behalf of another, and with 
powers to act on his behalf 
according to general instrqc 
tioDs given. 

AMBER, a yellow, in- 
flammablesubstance, transpa- 
rent if pure, which seems to 
have been originally in a 
fluid state, as leaves and in- 
sects are often found in it. It 
is obtained from Germany, 
Poland, &c. but chiefly from 
Prussia, where it is so abund- 
ant that mines are regularly 
worked for it. It was for- 
merly cut into various orna- 
ments, and ranked in value 
among the precious stones. 
Ezek. i. 4, anti viii. 2. 

AMEIN, true, verily, be 
it so. Christ is called The 
Ambit, because he is the 
very God of truth. The 
promises are said to be " Yea 
and Amen>" in Cbrist| be- 



cause that by him they will 
in&Uibly be all accomplish- 
ed. 

AM'ETH YST,a very rare 
gem, generally of a purple or 
violet colour. It is found 
in Germany, Spain, and other 
{f^auntries, but the most val- 
uable are obtained in Asia 
and Russia. 

AMMONITES, a people 
descended from Lot. They 
oppressed Israel 18 years, 
and were then overcome by 
Jepthah. Judges x. &c. At 
various times in after ages 
they were -permitted to 
scourge the Hebrews. At 
length Judas Maccabeus 
overcame them, ravaged the 
country, and burnt their cit- 
ies. The poor remains were 
afterward mingled among the 
Arabs, and the name was lost 
from bmong nations. Amos i. 
11—14. Zeph. ii. 9—11. 

AMORITES, inbabitants 
of the fine country in Syria, 
which was given to Israel. 
They occupied that portion 
which afterward constituted 
the lots of Reuben, Gad,Ma- 
nasseh, Dan, Judah, Simeon, 
and Benjamin. As they 
were the most powerful of 
the devoted tribes, all the 
Canaanites sometimes went 
under their name. Jud. vi. 
10, 2 Kings xxi. 11. 

AMOS began to prophesy 
a little before Hosea, and 
continued a while coteropo- 
rary with that prophet, dur 
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ing the reiga of Uzziah« His 
prophecy relates chiefly to 
the ruin and restoration of 
the Jews. 

AMPHIP'OLIS, a city of 
Macedonia, in the confines of 
Thrace. Actsxvii. 1. 

ANANI'AS, the name of 
three difierent persons men- 
tioned, in the New Testa- 
ment. 

1» A professed convert to 
Christianity, who, with bis 
wife Sapphira, died at the re 
buke of Peter, for their false- 
hood and hypocrisy. Acts 
V. 1—5. 

2. A Christian of Damas- 
cus, who restored Paul to 
sight. Acts is. 10 — 17, and 
xxii. 12. 

3. A Jewish high priest, 
who presided in the council 
at Paul's examination. Acts 
xxiii.2. 

ANATH'EM A, a solemn 
Gurse ; an accursed or devo- 
ted person or thing. 1 Cor. 
xvi.22. 

ANGEL, a messenger. It 
is applied to those heavenly 
agents, which are the high- 
est created intellectual be- 
ings, whom God makes use 
of as his ministers to execute 
the orders of providence; 
Rev. zxii. 8 ; to Christ, who 
is the Mediator and Head of 
ihe church; Zech. i. 12, 
Rev. X. 1; to ministers of 
the Gospel, who are the am- 
tiaasadors for Christ ; Rev. ii. 
1, and iii. 1, 7; to those 



whom God emiploys to exe- 
cute his judgments, Rev. xv. 
8, and xvi. 1 ; to devils; Matt. 
XXV. 41. 1 Cor. vi. 8. The 
most common application of 
the term, is to the happy 
spirits who have never fallen. 
When God founded the eartli 
with such skill and goodness, 
they sang together and shouts 
ed for joy. Job xxxviii. 6,7. 
They were created with em- 
inent wisdom, holiness, and 
purity, and placed in a most- 
happy and honourable estate ; 
but capable of change, and 
some of them fell. Their 
knowledge is great, but not 
infinite; they desire to look 
into the mystery of our sal- 
vation, and learn from the 
church the manifold wis- 
dom of God. Nor can they 
search the hearts of men, 
nor know future things, but 
as particularly mstructed of 
God. 1 Pet. i. 12. Eph. iii. 
10. Jer. xvii. 10. Malt. xxiv. 
36. Their power is very 
extensive ; but reaches to 
nothing strictly miraculous. 
Their number is very great* 
amounting to many millions. 
Psl. Ixviii. 17. Matt. xxvi. 
53. Rev. V. 11. Dan. vii.lO; 
and their names, of ''thrones, 
dominions, principalities, and 
powers,*' suggest an order 
among them, though of what 
kind we cannot certainly as- 
certain. Col. i. 16. 

AN'ISE, a small plant, 
somewhat like parsley, very 
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common io Judea. The se^d 
is carmioatire and fragrant. 

ANOINT, to pouc oiL up- 
on ft person, as was done 
among the Jews, when they 
set apart a person to a holy 
office, as of prophet, priest, 
or king ; which being by di- 
vine appointment, was to de- 
note the person's being en- 
dued with the gifts of the 
Spirit But Jesus Christ 
was the only^one ever par- 
ticularly designated by God« 
to fill all the three distinct 
offices of prophet, priest, and 
king ; who was, io a pecu- 
liar manner, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, of which the oil 
jwas the emblem', and there- 
by consecrated and author- 
ized to be the Messiah. 
Christ is emphatically styled 
the anointed, in various parts 
of Scripture. 

ANON, a word in com- 
mon use when our transla- 
tion of the Bible was made, 
of the same import as quick- 
ly, Mark xiii. 20. 

ANTICHRIST is a word 
of Greek origin, signifying a 
person or power, actuated by 
a spirit opposite to that of 
Christ. In the days of John 
tiiere were already many an- 
tichrists. 1 John ii. 18, and 
iv. 3. The term has been 
commonly applied to the 
church of Rome, which is 
thought to be described 2 
Thess. ii. 4. Compare Dan- 
iel vtt. 24, 25, and Rev. xvii. 



1_«. Whether thb appli- 
cation of the term be cor- 
rect or not, has little to do 
with the controversy respects 
ing the Catholic religion, as 
that must stand on the gen- 
eral agreement or disagree- 
ment of its doctrines and 
practices with Scripture. 

ANTIOCH, the eapiUl of 
Syria, lying on both banks of 
the Orontes, twelve miles 
from the Mediterranean sea. 
It was ranked the third city 
of the earth, being scarcely 
inferior to Alexandria. It 
was the royal residence of 
the kings ot Syria. Jjuke 
and TheophUua were born in 
this ylace. Here Paul and 
Barnabas preached, and here 
the disciples of Christ were 
first called Christians, The 
church here was famous for 
many hundred years. In 
the year A. D. 538, sixty 
thousand of its inhabitants 
perished in an earthquake. 
In 1188 it was demolished by 
the Saracens. In 1822 a tre- 
mendous earthquake com- 
pletely destroyed the remains 
of this once splendid city ; 
and it is now little else 
than a heap of ruins. There 
were many other cities call- 
ed by this name, for instance 
one in Pisidia. Acts xiii. 
14. 

ANTIFATRIS, a city of 
Canaan, situated in a pleasant 
valley, near the mountains^ 
in the way from Jerusalem 
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to Cesarea, about 17 or 18 
miles distant from Joppa, and 
42 from Jerusalem. Acts 
xxiii^ 81. It wasXormerly 
called Capharsalamdy 1 Mac- 
cabees vii 81, and was of lit- 
tle note till enlarged and 
adorned by Herod. 

AFPy FO'RUM, a place 
in tbe south-west of Italy, 
about fifty miles from 'Roftae, 
where Paul was met on his 
journey by his Christian 
friends. 

APOCRYPHA, a number 
of books often placed be- 
tween the Old and New Tes- 
taments. They were not 
admitted by the ancient 
Christians into the canon of 
Scripture. None of them 
were ever received by the 
Jews, to whom the oracles of 
God were then committed. 
None of them are found in 
the catalogue of the canoni- 
cal books, made by Mileto, 
bishop of Carthage, in the 
*' second century; nor does 
Origen in the tliird, or £pi- 
phanius in the fourth, ac- 
knowledge their authentici- 
ty. Few of them were al- 
lowed to be canonical, till in 
the ninth and tenth centu- 
ries, when the ignorance, 
both of the people and of the 
clergy was most deplorable. 
The popish council of Trent 
voted them to be authentic, 
and they are still retained by 
that persuasion. Some of 
these books -contain useful 



history and wholesome ad* 
vice, but others are puerile 
and fabulous. 
APOLL'YON. See Abad- 



DOW. 

APOSTLE, a messenger; 
the title given to the twelve 
diiiciples of our blessed Sav- 
iour, who were sent forth to 



t IS ap- 
s, who 



plied to Christ Jesus, who 
was sent from heaven to as- 
sume our nature, and to ef- 
fect the great work of man's 
redemption, by his merits and 
death. Heb. iii. 1. 
APPLE.TREE. The kinds 
are numerous, and its fruit 
roundish, refreshing, cool- 
ing, *and medicinal. The 
tree so called in Scripture is 
probably the citron-tree. The 
citron is a large spreading 
tree, ever green, fragrant, 
and affording a delightful 
shade. Songs viii. 5. Prov. 

XXV. 11. 

ARABIA, a large coun- 
try of Asia, lying partly on 
the east, but chiefly south<* 
ward of Canaan. Its great- 
est length from east to west, 
is about 1620 miles ; and iti 
greatest breadth from north 
to south, about 1350. It 
has the Indian ocean on the 
south, the Red Sea and Isth- 
mus of Stiez on the west, 
Canaan and Syria oxk the 
north-west- and north, the 
mountains of Chaldea and 
the Persian gulf on the east. 
It is ordinarily divided into 
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three parts. (1.) jirabiO" 
Petraa, or the rocky, on the 
nmrth-west, and which is now 
called Hejiaz. In the South- 
west part of it now stand 
the famed cities of Mecca 
and Medina, so much visit- 
ed by Mahometan pilgrims. 
Thi» division contained the 
land of Edom, the wilder- 
nei^ of Paran, the land of 
Cushan» €lc. The people of 
this part are called *' Men of 
the east" Genesis xxv. 6. 
Judges vi. 3. (2.) Arabia' 
Deserta, which lay eastward 
of Canaan, and comprehend- 
ed the land of Uz, of Am- 
mon, Moab, Midian, with the 
country of the Itureans, Ha- 
garenes, &.c. In this part 
was Jifount Sinai, (3.) 
Arabia-Felix, or the happy, 
on tlie- south of the two for- 
mer, between the Persian 
gulf and Red sea. The two 
last seem to have been call 



the country of the 
name, on which rested No* 
ah's ark. Part of the prov- 
ince which was formerly so 
called, lies in Turcomania» 
•and the rest is in Persia. It 
has Georgia on the north. 
Media on the east. Assyria 
on the south, and Lesser 
Asia on the west. Here the 
rivers Euphrates, Tigris, A- 
raxes, and Phasis, have their 
source. Here stand the 
famed mountains, Taurus 
and Antitaurus, Niphates, 
Gordian, &c. The moun- 
tain of Ararat, upon which 
Noah*s ark rested, was prob- 
ably the Ar-dagh or finger- 
mountain, near the north- 
cast of Armenia. It stands 
in a lar^e plain, thirty-six 
miles east from Erivan, shap- 
ed like a sugar-loaf, and is 
visible nearly two hundred 
miles distant. Its top is inac- 
cessible on account of the 



tlie Hebrews. Scarcely any 
part of Arabia is well water- 
ed ; but Arabia-Felix is fam- 
ed for its opium, myrrh, 
cassia, and other drugs, as 
■ well as for fine spices and 
fruits. The Arabians are, in 
general, the . descendants of 
Ishmael. The descendants 
of Abraham by Keturah, as 
well as those of Lot and £* 
sau, dwelt also in this land, 
and either mixed with, or 
drove out, the inhabitants. 
AE'ARAT, a mountain in 



ed Kedem, or the east, hy snow which perpetually cov- 



ers it The ntiddle part is 
haunted by a multitude of ti- 
gers ; some poor fiocks, ai»d 
two pitiful monasteries, are 
seen at the foot. 

ARCHANGEL; the chief 
angel. The name is never 
used in the plural, and some 
learned men are decidedly of 
opinion that it means Jesus 
Christ 1 Thess. iv. 16. 

ARCTU'RUS, a star of 
■the first magnitude in the 
constellation of Bootes, near 
U)e north pole. It becomea 



ARK 



20 



ART 



vbible ia September, and 
sets in March. Job ix. 9. 

AREOFAGUS, the high 
court of Athens, called 
Mar8-hili<, because it was 
held on that eminence. It 
first consisted of nine judges, 
afterward of thirty, and final- 
ly of five hundred. There 
are still to be seen vestiges 
of their seats, cut in the rock. 
Paul, whet) cited before 
them on a charge of setting 
forth strange gods, preach- 
ed so ably that he was dis- 
missed, and Dionysius, one 
of the judges, was converted. 
Perhaps others also. Acts xvii. 

ARIMATHE'A, a city of 
Judea which appears to have 
been in the nei^bourhood 
of Bethel. Matt, xxvii. 67. 

ARK, the vessel built by 
Noah for the preservation of 
his family, &c. during the 
deluge. It is computed, from 
the measurement recorded in 
Genesis, to have been of the 
burden of more than 81,000 
tons. It had three decks or 
stories, divided into numer- 
ous stalls or apartments for 
the various species of ani- 
mals, &c. Gen. vi. and vii. 

ARK OF THE COVE- 
NANT, a chest nearly four 
feet in length, of which a 
good idea may be formed from 
uiepieture. p. 13. It contain- 
ed the original stone tables of 
the law,Aaron's rod that bud- 
d^, the pot of manna, and in 
liter timQs a copy of the five 



books of Moses. These seem 
at one time to have been 
kept before the ark, 1 Kings 
viii. 9, and at another toithtn 
it Hebrews ix. 4. During 
the captivity these precious 
articles seem to have been 
lost, except the stone tables. 
The lid of the ark was call- 
ed the merey-seat; and be- 
tween the expanded wings 
of the cherubims, rested the 
Shechina like a visible cloud. 

An ark similar to this was 
made for the second tem- 
ple ; but it was destitute of the 
sacred contents above-men- 
tioned, and of the Shechina. 

ARMAGED'DON. This 
word, (Rev. xvi. 16,) is of 
doubtful import. It is thought 
by Grotius to mean the 
Mount of meeting, and sig- 
nifies the place where Con- 
stantine' with a Christian ar- 
my of 98,000 men conquered 
Maxentius with an army of 
188,000 heathen, which vic- 
tory was so signal and entire, 
that the church was wholly 
freed from Maxentius' tyr- 
anny. 

ARMOUR. (1.) A coat of 
mail. Rom. xiii. 12. Not 
being proof against musket 
balls, it has been disused 
since the invention of gun- 
powder. (2.) Weaponsof war. 
Those formerly used were 
sword, spear, bow and arrow, 
sling, javelin, &c. 
ARTA XERX'ES,the name 
of a race of Persian kings^ as 
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Ptolemy was of the Egyptian 
One of them was the king 
who married Esther, Est. ii. 
and commissioned Ezra to 
proceed with the repair of the 
holy city; and afterward 
sent Nebemiah and gave him 
aid. Neb. ii. 

ASH'tAROTH, Ashto- 
reth, or Jistarie, a famed 
goddess of the Zidonians. 
The moon, or qaeen of heav- 
en, was worshipped under 
this name. Cicero calls her 
the fourth Venus of Syria. 
Perhaps she is the iEstar or 
Eostre of the Saxons, from 
whom the term Easter is de- 
rived. Sh^ is variously rep- 
resented ; sometimes in a 
long, sometimes in a dhort 
habit ; sometimes as holding 
a long stick with a cross at 
the top; sometimes she is 
crowned with rays ; at other 
times with a bull's head, 
whose horns, according to 
Sanchoniathon,were emblems 
of the new moon. 

AsH'TAROTH-KAll'ltrAIM, 

a city belonging to the half- 
tribe of Manasseh, eastward 
of Jordan. It was about six 
miles from Edrei. Here 
Chedorlaomer smote the gi- 
gantic Rephaims; here was 
the residence of Og, king of 
Bashan. Gen. xiv.dJDeut. i.4. 
ASIA, as the terra is used 
in Scripture, means the coun- 
try lying between the Pro- 
pontis and Euxine, on the 
north ; and the Mediterrane- 



an on the sooth. Lesser A* 
sia, Lydia perhaps excepted, 
was originally peopled by the 
offipriog of Japhetb ; and an- 
ciently parcelled out into a 
great many small sovereign- 
tics. The kingdoms of Troas, 
Lydia, Pontus, Cappadocia, 
and the Grecian state^ wer» 
the -most noted. The Per- 
sians extended their power 
over the greater part of H, 
which made it a scene of dis<* 
putes between them and the 
Greeks. About 330 years 
before our Saviour's birth, 
the Greeks under Alexander 
made themselves masters ot 
the whole of it. It next fell 
under the Romans, and part- 
ly continued so till the Sara- 
cens and -Turks wrested it 
from the Emperors of the 
east. For 300 years past it 
hath been wholly subject to 
the Ottoman Turks, by 
whose ravages and tyranny 
this once so glorious country 
is reduced to a comparative 
desert, noted for almost noth- 
ing but ancient ruins. This 
is thought by some to be the 
country called Isles qf the 
Sea, in Old Testament proph- 
ecies, Isa. xlii. 4. Flourish- 
ing churches were planted 
here by tliQ apostles, some of 
which remain till this day, but 
are in a deplorable condition. 
AS'KELON, a noble sea- 
port of the Philistines, be« 
tween Gaza and Ashdod. It 
was the birth place of Herod 
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the Great. In the time of 
the Crusades it became an 
important post, and was great- 
ly improved as well as forti- 
fied by Richard I. of England. 
It is now a wretched village, 
called Sealona. 

ASSYRIA, an ancient 
kingdop, the boundaries of 
which varied greatly in dif- 
ferent ages, but which is gen^ 
erally described as having 
Armenia on the north, Persia 
on the east and south, and 
the Tigris on the west. It 
was founded by king JSTinus, 
who began his reign accord- 
ing to Usher, A. M. 2737, 
during the period that Debo- 
rah judged Israel. Its most 
noted city was Nineveh. It 
was a powerful kingdom un- 
der Tiglath PUeser, and oth- 
ers, but was afterward an- 
nexed to Persia. It is now 
a desolate country, and infest- 
ed with robbers. Its present 
name is Curdistan, 

ASTROL'OGERS, persons 
who pretended to foretel fu- 
ture events by the stars. 

ATH'ENS, a very cele- 
brated city of Greece, built 
more than 1200 years before 



the birth of Christ Cicero 
says its inhabitants perfected 
all learning and eloquence, 
and from them Humanity, 
Learning, Religion, and 
Laws were dispersed through 
the whole world; but he 
adds, ** they only knew what 
was' right, but would not do 
it.*' Plutarch says they were 
jAaspicious and vain-glorious. 
ISee what Paul says, Acts 
xvii. 16—22. It produced So- 
lon, Socrates, Aristides, .De- 
mosthenes, besides many re- 
nowned generals. 

ATONEMENT, that act 
of the blessed Redeemer, in 
which he satisfied divine jus- 
tice by the sacrifice of him- 
self. It is by faith that man, 
convinced of sin, looks to the 
merits and death of Jesus 
Christ, and through the ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit, ob- 
tains pardon, peace, and holi- 

AZO'TUS, a city in the 
tribe of Dani Acts viii. 40. 
It was formerly Ashdod of 
the Philistines, where the 
ark of God triumphed ove^ 
Dagon. 1 Sam. v. 2. 



B. 



BA'AL, signifies lord, and 
perhaps in the earliest ages 
was a name applied to the 
true God. It was a very 



common name of the male 
idols among eastern nations, 
as Ashtaroth or ^starte, was 
fQr their female deities. The 
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Moabites, Pheniciaes, 'As- 
syrians, Chaldeans, and fre- 
quently the Hebrews, had 
their Baal, which, from his 
place of worship, or suppos- 
ed office, had often distin- 
guishing epithets annexed ; 
as Baal-berith, Baal-peor, 
Baal-zebub, &c. Often this 
name Bnal was a part of the 
names of persons and cities, 
perhaps to signify that the 
most of them were dedicated 
to his service. This the pi 
oiis Hebrews sometimes 
turned into Bosheth, which 
signifies shame ; thus Jerub 
baal is turned into Jerubosh- 
eth. Judg. vi. 32. 2 Sam. zi. 
21. Esbbaal into Ishbosh- 
eth ; Meribaal into Mephi 
bosheth. Baal is oft named 
Baalim, in the plural, be 
cause there were many 
Baals ; or at least, many im- 
ages of him. Every sort of 
abominations was committed 
GO the festivals of this idol, 
and of Ashtaroth, his mate. 
In his temples, was kept a 
perpetual fire; and altars 
were erected to him in 
groves, high places, 'and on 
the tops of houses. Jer. xxxii. 
35. 2 Kings xvii. 16. The ori- 
gin of this idolatry is very an- 
cient. The Moabites begun 
their worship of Baal before 
the days of Moses. The He- 
brews began theirs in his 
time. Numb. xxH. 41. Psl. 
cvi. 28. They relapsed into 
that idolatry after the death 



of Joshua, and under the 
judges Ehud, Gideon, and 
Jei^hah. Judg. ii. 13. iii. 7. 
vi. 25. z. 6. Samuel seems to 
have quite abolished the wor- 
ship of this idol from Israel. 
1 Sam. vii. 4. But Ahab and 
Jezebel above 200 years af- 
terwards revived it in all its 
abominations ; 450 priests 
were appointed to attend his 
service, and nearly as many 
for Astaroth. It was often 
revived in succeeding gen- 
erations till after the estab- 
lishment of synagogues, since 
which the Jews have not 
been addicted to idolatry. 

BABEL. In the year of 
the world 1758, that is, 102 
years after the flood, the race 
of mankind being all of one 
language and religion, they 
agreed to erect a tower of 
prodigious extent and height. 
Their design was not to se- 
cure themselves against a 
second deluge, or they had 
built their tower on a high 
mountain ; but to get them- 
selves a famous character, 
and to prevent their disper- 
sion by the erection of a 
monument which should be 
visible from a great distance. 
No quarries being found in 
that rich soil, they made 
bricks for stone, and used 
slime for mortar. Their 
haughty and rebellious at- 
tempt displeased the Lord ; 
and after they had worked, it 
is said, twenty-two years, ha 
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confounded their language. 
This effectually stopped the 
building, procured it the 
name of Babel, or Confusion^ 
and obliged the offspring of 
Noah todisperse themselves, 
and replenish the world. 

BAB'YLON, the name of 
-the capital city of Chaldea, 
and is often given to the 
whole empire. Isaiah zii. 
9 — 11. It was a city of as- 
toiffshing magniticence, built 
perfectly square, with the 
streets running at right an- 
gles. The Euphrates ran 
through the midst, from north 
to south. The statue of Ju- 
piter Bekts, in the great 
temple here, is thought to 
have been the same that 
Nebuchadnezzar erected in 
the plain of Dura. Dan. iii. 
The famous ** hanging gar- 
dens," as they are termed, 
did not hang literally, but 
were a succession of terraces 
raised on archds of increas- 
ing height, till they reached 
the level of the top of the 
city wall, which was 3&0 feet 
high. Nimrod founded this 
city ; Belus enlarged it ; and 
Nebuchadnezzar perfected 
' and beautified it. It was af- 
terward captured and ravag- 
ed by Cyrus, A. M. 3468. 
And was subsequently still 
more injured by Darius and 
Xerxes. In the time of our 
Saviour, it had been wholly 
abandoned. The course of 
the Euphrates is now chang< 



ed, ^nd the spot on which 
Babylon stood cannot be 
found! Isa. xiii. xiv. zxi. 
xlvi. and xlvii. Jer. I. &c. 
The striking accomplish- 
ment of prophecy in the con- 
quest, decline, and desolation 
of Babylon, is shown in a 
very interesting manner, by 
Rollin, Ancient History, 
Vol. II. 

A chief cau»e of the total 
ruin of Babylon, was the 
building oiSeleucia, 45 miles 
southward, on the banks of 
the Tigris, sometimes called 
JV*«to Babylon, which be- 
came the capital of Babylo- 
nia, and in time, utterly sup- 
planted tho old city. Here 
the famous Babylonish Tal- 
mud,* was compiled. It 
dwindled into insignificance 
about the days of our Saviour, 
and finally fell into ruins. 
The present city of Bagdad 
stands upon its site. It was 
founded A. D. 762, by the 
Saracens, and continued to be 
the seat of their Caliphs, for 
500 years. It then experienc- 
ed various changes till A. D. 
1638, when it fell into the 
hands of the Turks, who 
still retain it. Though great- 
ly reduoed from its splendour 
and size* when under the 



*The Jewc have (wo Talmodt; 
one otJtrusalemy the other of B«&^ 
/on, to called from the places whera 
thej wer« written. Thece are com- 
pilaUoiu of their traditionary 7cne, 
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Saracens, it still has a great 
trade, especially to Persia; 
and a population of 20,000 in 
habitants. The Greeks and 
Catholics have convents 
here. 

Babtlox ths Grkat, 
is a symbolical term, used in 
the New Testament, chiefly 
in the Revelations ; generally 
considered to mean Rome : 
1 Pet. V. 13. or the popish 
kingdom and church. Rev. 
xvi. xvii. and xviii. 

BACKSLIDER, one who 
falls off from his religious 
ardour and engagements. 
When this becomes total, it 
is called Apostaey, Prov. xiv. 
14. Jer. viii. 5. 

BALAAM, an ancient 
prophet, who became very 
wicked, and practised incan 
tations. Being sent tor by 
Balak, king of Moab, to come 
and curse Israel, he wished 
to do so for the reward ; but 
was prevented by the Lord, 
and made to utter blessings. 
Numb. xxii. xxiii. xxiv. &- 
fyte returning home, he 
counselled Moab to seduce 
Israel to sin, that they might 
bring that curse o^ them- 
selves which he could not 
inflict. Nufflb.-xxxi. 16. 

To be anxious to get gain, 
fliough by wickedness, is 
caii^ " the way of Balaam," 
2 Pet. ii. 15. Allowing of 
uncleanness, is called '* the 
doctrine q£ Balaam." Rev. 
iL 14. 

C 



BALM, a precious, tweet 
smelling, and medicinal res- 
in or gum, extracted from the 
balm-tree, which is cultivat- 
ed in the manner of the vine, 
and grows in various places 
of Arabia and Canaan. That 
of Gilead, was reckoned the 
best. The Arabs sold of it 
to the Egyptians, and the 
Jews to the Tyrians. Gen. 
xxxvii. 25. Ezek. xxvii. 17. 
Its specific gravity is lighter 
than water. The taste is 
bitter. It is no longer cul- 
tivated in Palestine. 

BAPT12;£, to administer 
the ordinance of baptism, 
whereby a person is admit- 
ted into church fellowship. 
Matt. XXV iii. 19. Acts viii. 
36—39. Rom. vi. 3— 6, &c. 

B A'SH AN, or Batakjea, 
one of the most fruitful coun- 
tries in the world, lying chief- 
ly within the lotof Manasseb, 
eastward of Jordan. Numb. 
xxxii.33. Besides villages, it 
contained sixty fenced cities. 
It was peculiarly famous for 
its rich pasture, excellent 
flocks and herds, and stately 
oaks. Ezek. xxxix. 18. 

BATH, a Hebrew meas- 
ure containing one tenth part 
of a homer. 

BDEL/LIUH, a fragrant 
gum produced in the east 

BEEL'ZEBUB, the prince 
of -flies, or god of Jskron, 
worshipped as having pow- 
er over all hurtful insects. 
The name is applied in the 
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New Testftmeot to Satan. 
Matt. z. 25. zii. 24. Luke 
xi. 15—19. 

BEER'SHEBA, a city in 
the southern extremity of 
Canaan, as Dan was in the 
northern. Hence the ex- 
pression « from Dan to Beer- 
sheba," which often occurs 
In the Bible, meant the whole 
land. 

BE'HEMOTH. Sacred 
critics are not agreed wheth- 
er this is the elephant or hip- 
popotamus; the probability 
seems to lean toward the 
former. Elephants are so 
often exhibited through the 
country, that it is needless 
to describe them here. 

BEIROOT, or Bay- 
BOUT, is a place, which, 
though not mentioned in 
-Scripture, deserves a place 
here, from its having become 
the chief seat of the late mis- 
sion to the Holy Land. It 
is a sea-port on the Mediter- 
ranean, 14 miles north east 
of Sidon, and 137 miles north 
from Jerusalem; and has 
8,000 inhabitants. The Ro 
Hian Catholics have long 
maintained a mission here, 
M they have also in many 
other parts of this country. 

BELIEVE, to have a firm 
trust and confidence in the 
truth of a report. To be- 
lieve the Gospel, is to have 
a full persuasion of the di- 
vine authority of its doctrines, 
and a determined resolution. 



by the grace of God, to obey 
its precepts — ^To receive, 
depend, and rely upon Christ 
for life and salvation. John i. 
12. Rom. ix. 83. A bare as- 
sent to gospel truths is some- 
times called belief. Acts viii. 
13. 

BELSHAZ'ZAR, a profli- 
gate king of Babylon, who 
reigned 17 years, and was 
stabbed to death by some 
soldiers of Darius on the 
night of his gHilty feast. 
Dan. V. His kingdom thence* 
forth passed over to the 
Medes ami Persians. 

BERNl'CE, the daughter 
of Agrippa the Great. She 
was first betrothed to Mark, 
son of Alexander, governor 
of the Jews at Alexandria. 
She however married her 
own uncle, Herod, king of 
Clialcis. After his death, 
she married Poi.e2ion, kin^ 
of Pontus, but abandoned 
him, and returning to Agrip- 
pa, her brother, lived with 
him in incest. They sat 
with pomp to hear Paul 
preach. Acta xxv. 

BER' YL, a precious stoUc, 
resembling, in many points, 
the emerald. Its size varies 
exceedingly, some being not 
larger than a hair, while 
Fome have been found a foot 
long, and 3 or 4 inches in 
diameter. The ordinary size 
is about that of a large pea. 
The colour is ft fine blue, 
sometimea bordering on 
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greea. In iti perfect state, 
it is about as hard as the 
garnet. Found ehteBy^ in 
the East Indies, and South 
America. 

BETHES'DA, a pool od 
the east of Jorusa'ena. The 
name signifies a house of 
mercy •, so called because a 
public bath vi^as here erect- 
ed, or because God gracious- 
ly bestowed healing virtue 
on the pool. As it lay but a 
little to the north-east of the 
temple , the sacrifices might be 
washed in it ; but it did not 
thence derive its virtue. John 
V. 9. 

BETH'LEHEM, a city of 
judah, about six miles south 
of Jerusalem. It is also 
called Ephratah and Eph' 
rathy its inhabitants Ephra- 
thites, from its foundef. It 
was considerable only for 
giving birth to Ibzan, Elime- 
lech, Boaz, Oavid, and chief- 
ly to Jesus, the promised 
Messiah. Mic. v. 2. It is 
now called Beet-la-hm, and 
is said to contain more than 
1000 inhabitants, the most of 
whom are nominal Christians. 

BETH'PHAGE, a small 
village belonging to the 
priests. It was hard by 
Bethany, and near two miles 
east of Jerusalem. Here our 
S'aviour obtained the ass for his 
lowly triumph. Matt. xxi. 1 

BETHSA'IDA, literally, a 
place of fishing; a eity of 
OalUee, on the west coast of 



the sea of Tiberias. It was , 
the residence of PhUip, An- 
drew, and Peter. John i. 44* 
It had a wo pronounced a» 
gainst it by Christ, and was 
one of the first places ravaged 
by the Romans. Matt. xi« 
21. It is now called Batiida, 
Some think there was an* 
other place of this na mo on 
the opposite coast, near the 
entrance of the Jordan. 

BIBLE. This word, not 
occurring in Scripture, does 
not claim a place here. It 
means literally The Book 
See an excellent article on 
the word in Buck's Theohg* 
ical Dictionary, 

BIRDS were created on 
the fifth day. Like all other 
creatures, they are wonde^ 
fully adapted to their mode of 
life. Such as chiefly fly,have 
very large wings. Such as 
wade in the mud, have long 
legs bare of feathers. Such a3 
swim,have webbed feet Such 
as bore trees for inseets, have 
strong round bills. Sueh as 
live on prey, have crooked 
bills, to tear flesh. Such 
as rise high in the air, have 
eyes capable of seeing the 
smallest worm from a great 
height. Such as grope for 
their food in the raud, where 
it cannot be seen, have flat 
bills with the nerves running 
down to the very end, so th^ 
they have as delicate a sense 
of feeling there, as we have 
\n our oni^ers. Maoy oik* 
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iar prooft of the wisdom and 
goodness of God are found in 
the study of ornithology, 
ts this subject is called. 
They are classed by natu- 
ralists by referring to their 
biJIs, feet, &c. Under the 
Jewish dispensation, they 
were divided into clean and 
unclean. The following is a 
list of the unclean — the rest 
were allowed to be eaten. 
The modern names are added 
on the authority of the Edi- 
tor of Calmet*s Dictionary. 

Birds of the Air, 
Eaj^le, Eaele. 

Ossifrage, Vulture. 

Ospray, Black Eagle. 

Vulture, Hawk. 

Kite, Kite. 

Raven, Raven. 

Birds of the Land, 
Owl, Ostrich. 

Night Hawk, Night Owl. 
Cuckoo, SaMaf. 

Hawk, Ancient Ibis. 

Birds of the Water, 
Little Owl, Sea Gull. 
Cormorant, Cormorant. 
Great Owl, Ibis Ardea. 
Swan, Wild Goose. 

Pelican, Pelican. 

Gier Eagle, Alcyone. 
Stork, Stork. 

Heron, Longneck. 

Lapwing, Hoopoe. 

Unique, 
"B»t, Bat 

BISHOP, a shepherd, or 
QverM^er. In the New Tef- 



tament the word means 
a spiritual overseer, having 
the charge of souls, to instruct 
and guide them by the word. 
It seems to be Fynonymous 
with Elder, or Presbyter. 
Acts XX. compare the I7th 
and 20th verses. Titus i. 
&— 7. 1 Pet V. 1, 2. The 
word is applied to Christ him- 
self. 1 Pet ii. 25. 

BITHYN'IA, a province 
on the south of the Euxine 
sea, west of Pontus and Ga- 
latia, north of Asia Proper, 
and east of the Propontis, 
supposed to have been set- 
tled by Thracians. It was 
formerly called Mygdonia, 
It was famed in the time of 
the Argonautic expedition, 
which might be durine the 
reign of Rehoboam, ii not 
eaHier. The towns of 
note in it were Prusa, Nice, 
Nicomedia, Chalcedon, Li- 
byssa, and Therma. When 
Paul first travelled for Europe, 
the Holy Ghost allowed him 
not to preach here. Acts xvi. 
7. But afterward a church 
was here planted, and a 
number of Jews and others 
believed. 1 Pet t. 1. His- 
torians trace a church here 
for 1000 years after Christ. 
Indeed there are still a few 
Christians in the place* It 
is now called Becksangil, and 
sometimes Bursia, 

BIT'TERN, a fowl of the 
heron kind. It is common 
ia fenny countries, ikulkft 
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amoDg the reeds and sedges, 
and ordinarily stands with 
its neck and beak straight 
upward. It suffers people 
to come very near it ; and if 
unable to escape, will strike 
at them. It flies mostly in 
the dusk of the evening, and 
makes a plaintive noise a- 
mong the reeds. Nineveh 
and Babvlon became a pos- 
ses9ionfw the bittern, when 
the spot was partly turned 
into a fen or pool of water. 
Isaiah xiv. 23, and xxxi. 11. 
Zeph. ii. 14. 

BLASPHEME, to re- 
proach and revile God, by 
denying or ridiculing his per- 
fections, word, or ordinances, 
and by ascribing to him any 
thing base or sinful. Tit. ii. 
5. Rev. xiii. 6. What the 
unpardonable blasphemy a- 
gainst the Holy Ghost is, 
has been much controvert- 
ed. The occasion of Christ's 
mentioning it. Matt. xii. 21 — 
31, has induced many to think 
that it consists only in ascrib- 
ing his miracles to diabolical 
influence ; but when we con- 
sider also, Heb. vi. 4, 5, and 
X. 26 — 30, it appears that an 
obstinate and malicious re- 
jection of Christ, and salvation 
through him, notwithstand- 
ing strong convictions of the 
Holy Ghost, is an unpardon- 
able sin. 

BLESS, to make happy, 
which, properly, la the act 
of God alone, the author of 



every blessing. God blesses, 
especially, by the rich pro* 
vision which he has made in 
his glorious plan of redemp* 
tion, in the supplies of his 
erace, and by the gifts of his 
Holy Spirit, wherebv man is 
enabled to serve him ac- 
ceptably in this world, and 
to receive a meetness for 
that eternal inheritance ia 
heaven, where he will be 
perfectlv happy in the enjoy- 
ment or God forever. This 
word is often used ia an in*- 
ferior sense, and num. is said 
to bless God, wnen, with sv 

{grateful heart, he praises hiia 
or benefits received, and 
lives to his glory. He may 
be said to bless his fellow- 
creatures, when he wishes 
them every good, and uses 
his best endeavours to pro- 
mote their happiness. 

BOANER'GES, sons of 
thunder. The sons of Zeb- 
edee are called so because ve^ 
hement in their feelings, and 
powerful in their preach- 
ing. Mark iii. 17. 

BODY, the material part 
of man. It signifies the 
church of God, which is the 
mystical body of Christ. I 
Cor.x. 17. Col. i. 18. Ia 
the Lord's Supper, the bread 
is called the body of Christ, 
that is, the representation of 
his body, and is received as 
a memorial of his suflerings, 
and the pledge of all the ben- 
efits purchased by his deatli;. 
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BOOK, a volume written 
or printed. The different 
parts of Scripture are called 
Dooks. They are separate in 
their nature, but harmonious 
among themselves. They 
were at first written and cir- 
culated separately, something 
as tracts are now. 

Formerly plates of lead and 
copper, the bark of trees, 
thin bricks, stone, and wood, 
were used to write on. He- 
siod's works were written on 
lead; God*s law on stone; 
and the l«ws of Solon on 
planks. When these last 
were used they were gen- 
erally covered with a thin 
coat of wax, for ease both in 
writing and in blotting out, 
which explains the expres> 
sion of David when he prays 
that his sins may be blotted 
out as a cloud, i. e. the rec- 
ord of them. Palm leaves, 
being more convenient as to 
bulk and portableness, were 
afterward made into books, 
and are still so used in India. 
Then the thin inner bark of 
trees^ especially the elm ; 
hence the Latin word liber, 
(the inner bark of a tree,) 
means also a book. After- 
wards the Papyrus tOr "paper 
reed," was used. Isaiah xix. 
7. Parchment was afterward 
invented in Pergamos. Books 
of these two last substances 
were rolled on sticks like 
cloth, and hence the word 
volume, from the Latin word 



volvo, to roll. Paper such 
as we now use, was invent- 
ed about nine hundred years 
ago, and printing was invent- 
ed about four hundred years 
ago. See Paper. 

Book of Life, signifies 
God's recognition of his peo- 
ple, and secure remembrance 
of them, and is an allusion 
to the registers kept in cities 
of the names of all the regu- 
lar citizens. Phil. iv. 3. Hon- 
ourable persons, not citizens, 
were sometimes entered 
here, which was giving the 
freedom of the city. Vaga- 
bonds and disorderly persons 
had their names erased. Rev. 
iii. 5. 

BOLL'ED, a word which 
occurs but once in the Bible, 
viz. Ex. ix. 31. "The flax 
was boiled," which seems to 
mean that it was nearly ripe, 
and the round seed vessels 
fully developed. 

BORDER. OF THE GAR- 
MENT. See Phylacte- 
ries. 

BOOTH, a shelter gener- 
ally made of forked poles 
driven into the ground, cov- 
ered with green boughs. 
Lev. xxiii. 42. During the 
feast of tabernacles, the Jews 
used to resort to the country 
and set up booths. Neh. viii. 
U. 

BOTTLE. Anciently bot- 
tles were made of leather, 
as glass was unknown. The 
skin of a goat» puU^d Qff 




A LEATHERN BOTTLE, 

As used in Eastern countries. 
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whole, and the places where 
the legs were being tied up, 
formed a convenient bottle. 
As they grew tender by 
using, new wine, which had 
not done fermenting, could 
not be safely put in them. 
Matt. ix. 17. David in dis- 
tress compares himself to a 
bottle in the smoke, dried up 
and withered. Psl. cxix. 83. 
BREAST-PLATE, a part 
of the high-priest*s holy ap- 
parel. It was about 10 inch- 
es square, and consisted of 12 
gftffis, set in gold, each gem 
representing a tribe of Is- 
rael. They were set in 
four rows. In the up- 
permost were a sardius, to- 
paz, and carbuncle, for Reu- 
ben, Simeon, and Levi; in 
the second, an emerald, sap* 
phire, and diamond, for Ju- 
dab, Dan, and Naphtali ; in 
the third, a ligure, an agate, 
and amethyst, for Gad, Ash- 
er, and Issachar ; in the low- 
est, a beryl, onyx, and jas- 
per, for Zebul u n, ~ Jose ph , 
and Benjamin. The reader 
will find these stones describ- 
ed under their respective 
names. This breast-plate 
was fastened to the embroid- 
ered ephod of the High 
Priest, so as to hang upon his 
bosom, and was worn only on 
appointed occasions. It was 
cftlied a *' memorial," be- 
cause it taught the priest to 
bear his people on his heart 
before God, and reminded 
C 



the people of the blessing ot 
the ministry. 

BRIGANDINE, an an- 
cient kind of mail, worn in 
battle, to secure the soldiera 
from sword cuts. 

BURNT-OFFERING. A 
" whole bumt-offerine,** was 
a sacrifice in which we vic- 
tim was wholly consumed on 
the altar. A ** burnt-offer- 
ing '* was the fat of the in- 
testines and kidneys, and the 
fat tail of sheep, burnt after 
being sprinkled with salt; 
the right fore quarter was 
the portion of the priest, and 
the rest was given back to 
the offerer, who commonly 
ate it as a feast, and invited 
widows, orphans, Levites, 
&c. to partake. 

BURY. The Hebrews 
were careful to bury even 
their enemies. 1 Kings zi. 
15. Ezek. xxxix. 14. The 
troublesome pollution of dead 
bodies required it. To-be 
deprived of burial, or cast 
into an unclean place, they 
reckoned a terrible calamity. 
When one died, if his friends 
Were able, he was embalm- 
ed, and after a proper time, 
carried out to his grave on « 
bier> if poor ; or on a stately 
bed, if rich, and laid as in a 
bed, in the grave. The dead 
bodies were arrayed m 
clothes ; but from the resur- 
rection of Lazarus, and oth* 
ep evidence, it appears they 
were not biiried in coffins^ as 
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is Che manner with us. To be 
*< buried with Christ in bap- 
tism/* imports our mortifica- 
tion of sin, by virtue of fel- 



lowship with him in his 
death, represented in our 
baptism. Rom. tL 4. Col. 
ii. 12. 



c. 



CAB, or Eab, a Hebrew 
measure, containing the 18th 
part of an ephah, equal to 
our quart. 2 Kings vi. 25. 
In giving the capacity of He- 
brew measures, authors are 
followed who seem most rea- 
sonable ; but it is a subject 
on which, at this distance of 
time, rests great uncertainty. 

Ci£SAR, a name which, 
after becoming dignified in 
the person of Julius Caaavy 
was the appellation of his 
suecessors on the throne. 
The emperors mentioned, or 
alluded to by this title in the 
New Testament, are — Au- 
gustus, Lukb ii. 1, Tibe- 
rius, Luke iii. 1, and xx. 
22 — 25, Claudius, Acts xi. 
128, and Nero, Acts xxv. 8. 
The reader will do well to 
look out these passages, and 
where the distinctive title is 
not found in the text, to write 
it in the margin of his Bible. 
It is remarkable that Calio- 
UI.A, who succeeded Tibe- 
rius, is not mentioned. 

«b£SAR£'A is on the coast 
of the Mediterranean, about 
sixty miles from Jerusalem. 
Anciently it was a small 



town, called the Tovoer isf 
Strata, and had an incon- 
venient, exposed harbor. 
Herod the Great built a no- 
ble breakwater, enlarged and 
beautified. the place, and call- 
ed it C£sarea,in honour of the 
emperor, his patron. Euse' 
bius, the historian, was bor^ 
here. Here Cornelius liv- 
ed. Acts x. ; here Agrippa 
was smitten of worms ; and 
here Agabus foretold Paul's 
imprisonment. It is now 
wholly deserted and deso- 
late ; and its ruins have long 
been resorted to for building 
materials required at Jlceho. 
The present name of the 
place is KaisaHa, 

CiESARE'A PHILIP'PI 
is thought by many geogra- 
phers to be the same city 
called Laish, or Dan, in the 
Old Testament If this be 
not the case, it certainly 
stood not far irom thence. It 
was enlarged and embellish- 
ed by Philip the Tctrarch ; 
and hence its double name — 
he choosing to honour Tiberi* 
us Caesar and himself. It 
was the residence of the wo* 
man healed of the issue of 
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blood. Matt ix. 20. It is 
now an inconsiderable vil- 
lage, called Santas. 

CAL'AMUS, a fragrant 
plant, of the reed or cane 
q»ecies, common in the east 
Its essence constituted one 
of the ingredients of the holy 
anointing oil. Ex. xxx. 23. 
£zek. xxvii. 19. 

CALLING, any lawful 
employment. 1 Cor. vii. 20. 
That general invitation to re- 
pentance, by th€ ministry, by 
providence, or by the moiions 
of the Holy Spirit on the con- 
sciences of men, whereby 
they are warned of their 
danger, and taught the need 
of a Saviour. Isa. xxii. 12. 
Matt xxii. 14. That more 
particular invitation by the 
preaching of the word, and 
effectual operation of the 
Holy Spirit, whereby sinners 
know, believe, and obey the 
Gospel. Rom. xi. 29. 

CALVARY, or Gctlgo- 
THA, «* the Place of Skulls." 
A hill so called, either from 
its being in the shape of a 
man's head, or because it 
was a place of execution, 
which, among the Romans 
as well as Jews, was often 
done by beheading. Jud. ix. 
5. Matthew xiv. 10. It is a 
nnall hill, on the north side 
of Mount Zion. The em- 
press Helena built a noble 
church on this spot, which 
still exists. 

CAMEL, a^ animal be- 



longing to the same genus 
as the dromedary, lama, and 
pacos. It is a native of Asia, 
lives between forty and fifiy 
years, subsists on poor and 
scanty herbage, endures as- 
tonishiug labours and intense 
heat, can go for many dajrs 
without water, and is ex» 
tremely docile and patient. 
It is the great dependence of ' 
the Arabs, for food, clothing, 
and labour. No other animal 
would at all supply its place. 
Job, after his affliction, had 
six thousand cameb. 

CAMP. In the camp ot 
the Hebrews in the desert, 
the tabernacle was placed 
in the midst Moses, Aaron, 
and Uieir families, had their 
tents on the east of it On 
the south pitched the Ko- 
hathites: on the west, the 
Gersbonites: on the north, 
the Merarites. Thus it was 
encompassed by the Levites. 
Before the tabernacle, on the 
east side, was the camp of 
Judah, Issachar, and Zebu- 
lun : on the south, of Reu- 
ben, Simeon, and Gad : on 
the west, of Ephraim, Man- 
asseh, and Benjamin : on the 
north, of Dan, Asher, and 
Naphtali. When the Israel- 
ites marched, thev had a 
triple warning by the silvBr 
trumpets ; one, to pack up 
their baggage ; a second^ to 
assemble to their standards ; 
and a third, to begin their 
march. The camp of Judah 
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marched first; the taberna- 
cle was then taken down; 
and the Oersfaonites and 
Merarites, laying the vari- 
ous materials on wagons, fol- 
lowed. Next the camp of 
Reuben marched ; the Ko- 
hathites followed, with the 
more sacred furniture of the 
tabernacle on their shoul- 
ders. Next followed the 
camp of Ephraim ; and that 
of Dan brought up the rear. 
Numbers i. h. iv. x. 

CAMPHIRE, a white 
translucent vegetable prod- 
uct, of a highly fragrant 
odour, and aromatic taste. It 
Is procured from two species 
of trees, one of which grows 
in Japan ; tlie other, from 
which the best and largest 
portion of the drug is obtain- 
ed» grows wild in Borneo 
and Sumatra. These trees 
are of the laurel species, but 
of astonishing magnitude, 
some attaining, .it is said, a 
height of two hundred feet, 
and proportionably thick. 

CANAAN, the Scripture 
name of what is now called 
Palestine, or the Holt 
Land. Its name was deriv- 
ed from CanaaUf whose pos- 
terity settled here, and dwelt 
for about seven hundred 
years. Becoming enormous- 
ly corrupt, they were devot- 
ed to destruction, and their 
land given to Israel. Its 
conquest is recorded in the 
book of Joshua > &c. after 



which it was called '<The 
Land of Israel.** Itsboun* 
daries, as generally laid 
down, are, Lebanon on the 
north, Arabia on the east, 
Idomea on the south, and the 
seaon the west. Under David 
and Solomon, its extent was 
greatly increased, by the con- 
quest of Ammon, Moab, £- 
dom, &c. I Kings iv. 21 — 
24« It was a most beautiful 
and fertile country, and the 
Jews multiplied in it to an 
astonishing degree. 

Under Rehoboam, a dread- 
ful rending asunder of the 
kingdom took place, which 
made Judah and Benjamin 
one kingdom, and the re- 
maining ten tribes another. 
1 Kings xii. Jerusalem con- 
tinued the . metropolis of Ju- 
dah and Benjamin ; and this 
kingdom adhered to the true 
God, and his proper worship. 
Samaria became the metrop- 
olis of Israel, and that people 
worshipped golden calves at 
Bethel and Dan. These sep- 
arate kingdoms were often 
at war, to their unspeakable 
detriment, and were often de- 
vastated by foreign enemies. 
At last, the kin^om of la- 
rael was entirely overthrown 
by Shalmaneser, king of Aa- 
syria, after it had stoM about 
two hundred and fifty-four 
years, and has never since 
been restored. Judah sur- 
vived as a kingdom about one 
hundred and thirty years 
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longer, and was then entire- 
ly conquered by Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, who 
carried away with him the 
most important, of the peo- 
ple. 

After, a captivity of seven- 
ty years, they returned grad- 
ually ; their temple and city, 
which had laid in ruins, were 
rebuilt, and they enjoyed 
peace as a province of Per- 
sia. When that monarchy 
was overthrown by Alexan- 
der, Judea (as. the whole of 
Canaan was then called) sub- 
mitted to the conqueror. Al- 
ter Alexander's death, this 
country was sometimes sub- 
ject to Syria, and sometimes 
to Egypt, and for a time as- 
serted and maintained its 
independence, under John 
Hyrcanus and his succes- 
sors. It however was forced 
afterward to submit to the 
Tictofious Romans, who di- 
vided it ftiio pfovinc^, and 
set over them such rulers as 
they pleased. These prov- 
inces, at the time of Christ, 
-were/Judeay Samaria, and 
CraHiee. There was also a 
province on the north, called 
Fersa, and one on the south, 
called Idumaea, which were 
considered as belonging to 
Palestine. It continued thus, 
in possession of much peace 
and prosperity, till the spirit 
of revolt drew on it the ven- 
geance of the Romans, who, 
under Titus, destroyed Jeru- 



salem, and terminated whol- 
ly, the existence of the Jews 
as a nation. 

Since that period, Israel- 
ites have been found in al- 
most every commercial part 
of the world, and not a few 
have ever continued on the 
soil of their forefathers ; but 
their once beautiful land has 
been constantly sufferiuf un- 
der fho horrors of servitude 
and frequent wars. The 
Saracens, Crusaders, Mame- 
lukes, and Turks, have ruled 
it in succession ; and under 
these last masters, who have 
possessed it since the year 
1317, its sterility and desola- 
tion have constantly increas- 
ed. Its once noble cities are 
now poor villages, and most 
of its former villages are ut- 
terly extinct. 

The territory is now di- 
vided into two districts, viz. 
Acre, comprising the sea- 
board, and Damascus, em- 
bracing the remainder; each 
of which is governed by a 
Pacha, or Bashaw. The 
.population is now very mix- 
ed, consisting of Turks, (who 
hold all the chief offices,) 
Syrians,Bedoun Arabs, Jews, 
Copts,Druses, and Christians. 
The last are, generally, Ro- 
man Catholics, Greeks, and 
Armenians. Many monks 
reside here, and most of the 
chief towns have convents. 

CAPER'NAUM, a princi- 
pal city of Galilee. It stood 
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on the- western shore of the 
sea of Tiberias, in the border 
of Zebnlun and Naphtali, not 
&r from Bethsaida. It re- 
ceived its name from a clear 
fountain adjacent. Here 
Christ resided and taught, 
and here Matthew was call- 
ed. It is now called Tai- 
Hume. 

CAPHTOR, thought by 
Bochart to be tbe some as 
Cappadoeia, but by Calmet, 
to be Crete, Deut ii. 23. 

CAPPADO'CIA, a pro- 
vince in the northeastern 
part of Asia Minor, peopled 
by the descendants of To- 

farmah. It was famous for 
orses, mules, and flocks; 
and traded in these with the 
Tyrians. Ezek. zxvii. 14. 
Cappadocia was probably a 

Erovince of the kingdom of 
•ydia. According to He- 
rodotus, it submitted to the 
Modes, and then to the Per- 
sians, whose worship die in- 
habitants embraced, and af- 
terwards added to it part of 
the idolatry of the Greeks. 
ChristianiW flourished con- 
siderably here, and a num- 
ber of famous bishops la- 
boured in the work of the 
Lord. Acts ii. 9. We can 
trace the history of Christi- 
anity in this country till the 
ninth century, nor is it yet 
altogedier abolished. 

CAPTIVITY, the sUte 
of a person who is at the com- 
mand of another, and com- 



pelled to obey his will. God 
often punished the vices and 
infidelity of his people by 
the different captivities, into 
which they were permitted 
to fall. The most remarka- 
ble instances are the Assyr- 
ian captivity, 2 Kings zviii. 
9-^12, and the Babylonish 
captivity, Jer. xxv. 12. It is 
generally believed that there 
was no return from the for- 
ner captivity, and that the 
ten tribe* n«ver came back 
again after their dispersion. 
He " led captivity captive,*' 
Eph. iv. 8 ; that is, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by his victory 
over death, Satan, and sin, 
conquered and triumphed 
over these leaders into cap- 
tivity, and over all our spirit- 
ual enemies. 

CARBUNCLE, a precious 
stone of great beauty, next 
in value to the diamond. It 
is rarely found, and as yet 
only In the East Indies. It 
is of a bright red colour, 
shining in the dark, com- 
monly of the size of a small 
pea. 

CARE, anxious thought, 
or extraordinary, cautious 
concern. Man's care is law- 
ful when he endeavours to 
please Grod, mourns for his 
sins, and regulates his con- 
duct by tbe word of God ; 
when he is concerned about 
the welfare of others, and 
solicitous for the salvation of 
their souls; when he mod- 
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eratety takes thought for the 
things of this preseot life, re- 
signing himself, at the same 
time, to the will of God ; but 
unlawful when he is careiul 
about things which are for- 
bidden, so as to make ** pro- 
vision for the flesh to ful- 
fil the lusts thereof; '* when 
he has a perplexing care 
about lawful things, to the 
neglect of the worship of 
God, and distrust of his prov- 
idence. 

CARMEL, though gene- 
rally spoken of as a single 
mountain, is a range of hills, 
ending in a promontory, 
which forms the bay of 
Acre. The district was 
famed for fine timber and 
pasturage. 2 Kings xix. 23. 
The cave is still shown, in 
which it is- said Elijah resid- 
ed. There was another Car- 
mel in the lot of Judah. 
Josh. XV. 50. 2 Sam. iii. 3. 
It is now called El KirmeL 
CARNAL. (1.) Things 
belonging to the flesh ; world- 
ly things, such^as silver and 
gold, and things needful for 
sustaining the body. Rom. 
XV. 27. 1 Cor. ix. 11. (2.) 
Sensual, or governed by sen- 
sual appetites. In this sense 
it is applied to such as are 
in a natural, unregenerated 
state, who are enemies to 
God, and given to sensual 
pleasures. John iii. 6. Rom. 
viii. 7. The ceremonial law 
is called carnal, because it 



coositted of such rites, cere- 
monies, and ordinances, as 
only related to the body and 
the purifying of the flesh, 
but did not reach the soul. 
Heb. ix. 10. 

CARPUS, the friend and 
host of Paul, when he was 
at Troas. 2 Tim. iv. 13. He 
is thought to have been one 
of the seventy disciples. 
CASTOR AND POLLUX, 
the fabled sons of Jupiter.* 
They were probably heroes 
who cleared the sea of pi* 
rates, and came in after times 
to be worshipped as deities. 
The vessel Paul sailed in. 
Acts xxviii. had their figures 
carved at the prow. 

CAUL, a cap, or bag. The 
word is applied to a membrane 
which encloses the heart. 
Hos. xiii. 8, and sometimes 
to the head-dress of females. 
Isa. iii. 18. 

CEDAR, a tree of great 
size and beauty in warm lat- 
itudes, and much celebrated 
in the Scriptures. It is an 
evergreen of slow growth^ 
and the timber it produces 
does not decay when preserv- 
ed from damp. A few yet 
remain on Lebanon. They 
were formerly found diere 
in great abundance. 

CE'DRON, or KB'DROw,a 
small brook, rising near Je- 
rusalem, paissing through the 
valley of Jehosaphat, and is- 
suing in the sea of Sodom. 
As is the case with most 
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itreams in that country, it is 
dry, or nearly so, in the 
midst of summer. 2 Sam. 
XV. 23. Jer. xxxi. 40. John 
zviii. 1. 

CENTURION, an officer 
who had the command over a 
hundred soldiers. 

CHALDEA, a country 
in Asia, eastward of tl:^e 
north part of Judea. Its 
capital was Babylon. It was 
hounded by Mesopotamia on 
the north, and Arabia the 
Desert on the west, the Per- 
sian gulf, and part of Arabia 
Felix on the south. The 
soil was very fertile; but 
rain seldom falls, sometimes 
scarcely any for eishtmonths; 
nor is there much need for 
it, as the Tigris and Euphra- 
tes water it, by annual inun- 
dations like the Nile ; and 
the inhabitants, by painful 
toil, supply what is wanting, 
on lands too high to be over- 
fiowed. Its ancient name 
was Shinar, because the 
Lord, by the confusion of 
tongues, did, as it were, shake 
tbe inhabitants out of it, to 
people the rest of the world. 
It Is now called Kaldar. 
CHALDEANS. This name 
means, (1.) The inhabitants of 
Chaldea, and (2.) A sect of 
philosophers whose employ- 
ment was to interpret dreams 
and foretel events. 

CHAL'CEDONY, a pre- 
cious stone resembling the 
agate. There are several 



varieties of this gem. (1.) A 
pale grey or bluish stone, 
found in Saxony, Hungary, 
Iceland, Scotland, and Asiat- 
ic Russia. It seems to have 
been originally obtainedf 
from Chalccdon in Bithynia, 
whence it derives its name. 
Rev. xxi. 17. (2.) A species 
in which a red hue prevails,- 
and which is commonly call- 
ed Cornelian. It is found in 
various countries, but chief- 
ly in Arabia, and Surat and 
Cambay in India. (3.) There 
are some with white and red 
alternate stripes, which are 
called onyx stones. 

The names given by mod- 
ern lapidaries to many jew- 
els, are so different from 
their ancient appellations, 
that it is impossible tobe cer- 
tain, in all.ca?es, as to those 
which are mentioned in 
Scripture. 

CHAPITER, an orna- 
mental finish to the top of a 
pillar. 2 Kings xxv. 17, &c. 
CHARITY, a principle of 
love to God, and benevolence 
to men, which in(ilines the 
possessor to glorify God, and 
to do good to others. Its 
distinguishing characteristics 
may be seen, 1 Cor. xiii. 

CHASTISEMENT, the 
correction of an offender, 
either by word or deed. The 
chastisement of our peace, 
&c. Isa. liii. 5, signifies that 
punishment which was laid 
upon Christ by God's justice. 
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and by which our peace, that 
i«» oui^ reconciliation to God, 
was to be procured. 

CHEERFULNESS, glad- 
ness of heart; gaiety, or 
liveliness of disposition ; free- 
dom from dejection or gloomy 
thoughts; also contentment 
•in present circumstances. - 

CHE'MOSH, a Moabitish 
idol supposed by some to be 
the sun, others have thought 
it was the same as Bacchus. 

CHERUB, the singular of 
Cherubim, a word which is 
of doubtful derivation. It is 
thought by some that the 
Egyptian sphinxes were im- 
itations of the Hebrew cher- 
ubs. Grotius, Bochart, and 
Spencer, suppose they resem- 
bled an ox or a calf. 

CHIOS, an island of Greece, 
iamous once for its Malmsey 
wine. Great numbers of its 
inhabitants were massacred 
by the Turks, in the late 
revolution. It is now call- 
ed Scio. Acts XX. 15. 

CHISLEU, the JeiVs' third 
civil month. See Month. 

CHITTIM, a country con- 
cerning the place of which 
there has been much dispute. 
The probability seems to* be 
that it means the islands of 
the Mediterranean, especial- 
ly those of Greece. Jose< 
phus understands by it the 
island of Cyprus. Numb. 
xxiv. 24. 

CHRIST, a word derived 
from the Greek term signify 



ing to anoint. Our Saviour 
was emphatically, the Anoint- 
ed One, and as such perfected 
a priestly work,which enables 
him to save unto the utter- 
most, all that come unto God 
by him. At the last day he 
will judge the world. 

CHRONICLES. Two 
books of Scriptures are so' 
called, the writer of which is 
not now known. They are 
evidently compiled by direc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, from 
copious registers and docu- 
ments which, being uninspir- 
ed, have not been preserved. 
The FIRST BOOK traces the 
Israelites from Adam to Da- 
vid. The SECOND relates 
the progress and dissolution 
of the kingdom of Judah, 
and the return of the Jews 
from the Babylonish captivi- 
ty. The period embraced 
in the two books is about 3468 
years. 

CHRYS'OLITE was prob- 
ably the ancient name of the 
gem now called topaz. The 
stone now called chrysolite^, 
is seldom found larger than a 
pin*s head. It was the tenth 
in the breast-plate of Aaron, 
and bore the name of Zebu- 
lun. Rev. xxi. 20. 

CHR YSO'PR ASUS, a pre- 
cious stone of a grass green 
colour, derived chiefly from 
Silesia. Rev. xxi. 20. 

CHURCH. The word so 
rendered was anciently used 
to signify any public organ- 
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ited meeting of citizens. It 
is thought by many, that the 
place 01 sacred meeting is so 
called,in 1 Cor. xi. 18,22. xiv. 
84. As the word is used in 
the New Testament, it has for 
the most part two significa- 
tions. 

(1.) The whole of the 
elect in heaven and earth, 
which is Christ's spouse, or 
bodjr, and is what we call 
the invisible church, because 
we cannot now know cer- 
tainly, who belong to it — or 
the catholiCt or universal 
church, because it embraces 
the truly pious in all the 
earth. Matt xvi. 18. 1 Cor. 
vi. 4. Col. i. 18. 

(2.) A particular body 
of men, that are wont to 
meet together in one place, 
to profess, worship, and serve 
the Lord Christ. Such were 
the churches of .Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Jerusalem, Rome, 
&c. Acts viii. 1. Col. iv. 
16. Rev. i. 4. Thus we read 
also of churches in particu- 
lar houses. Rom. xvi. 5. Col. 
iv. 15. The followers of 
Christ, who are here in a 
state of spiritual warfare a- 
gainst the world,the flesh,and 
me devil, are called, by theo- 
logians, the church mUitant 
But those in heaven, whose 
conquest over sin and death 
is complete, and who are re- 
warded with eternal blessed- 
ness, are styled the church 
tritui^hant. 



CILICIA, a province on 
the north-eastern extremity 
of the Mediterranean sea, 
famous on account of dee' 
ro, who was its proconsul. 
In Tarsus, its metropolis, 
Paul was born. It produ- 
ces superior saffron in great 
quantities,' and is now called 
Caramania, 

CINNAMON, a species of 
laurel. What is sold in the 
shops under this name is the 
bark. It was one of the in- 
gredients of the holy oil. 

CIRCUMCISE, to cut off 
the foreskin, according to 
&e commandment given to 
Abraham, as a 'sign of that 
covenant which God had en- 
tered into with him, that out 
of his loins should proceed 
the Messiah. To be spiritu- 
ally circumcised, or to be* 
the spiritual seed of Abra- 
ham, is to have the thing 
signified by that ceremony, 
and to perform all those du- 
ties which circumcision was 
designed to enforce — ^name- 
ly, to believe in the Messi- 
ah, to put off the old man, 
and to serve him as new 
creatures, which is signified 
by our acceptance of, and 
submission to, the ordinances 
of the gospel. Phil. iii. 3. 

CLEAN, pure, free from 
defilement. Grain is clean, 
when freed from the chaff. 
Isa. xsx. 24. Clean beasts 
and birds were those which 
God made it proper for his 



COA 



COM 



people to eat But under 
the New Testament, to the 
pure all thinge are pure; 
that is, all foodis clean if we 
eat it with thankfulness and 
prayer. Cleanne$s of teeth 
in the OM Testament means 
the want of any thing to eat 

CLEMENT, a Christian 
mentioned Phil. iv. 3. It is 
supposed he is the same with 
the Clemens Momantu, fa- 
mous in church history, as 
the chief uninspired writer of 
the first century. Many 
productions are atkibuted to 
him, only one of which, a 
letter to the Corinthians, is 
universally acknowledged to 
be genuine. 

CLE'OPHAS, probably the 
same with Alpheus, is said to 
have been the brother of Jo 
seph, our Lord's reputed fath- 
er. He was the husband of 
Mary, sister of the blessed 
Virgin, and was the father of 
Simon and James the Less, 
and of Jude and Joseph, or 
Joses, the cousin-german of 
Christ. 

CLOTHES. See Rai- 
MBirT. 

COALS. A pot of coals 
was used at our Saviour's 
trial for the men to warm 
themselves, who had been 
exposed to the nisht air and 
dew in apprehending Christ. 
In the day time, nre was 
rarely necessary in the Holy 
Land. The disciples were 
to pray that their flight might 



not be in the winter, not so 
much on account of the cold, 
as of the swelling of the 
streams and torrents, espe- 
cially in the mountains. Matt 
xxiv. 20. 

COCKATRICE, a serpent 
of great venom ; probably the 
C^ra de CapeUo. The eggs 
of serpents are sometin^ee 
found; and when eaten in 
mistake for those of birds, 
have proved fatal. The 
prophecy, Isaiah xi. 6, 8, 
seems to have been obscure- 
ly known to the ancient Hin- 
doos. Their god, JfTrishnUt 
is represented as playing on 
a flute with such charm- 
ing melody that before him, 
in one peaceful group, stand 
a young ox, a tiger, and a 
serpent. 

COCKLE, a weed that 
grows among wheat Job 
xzxi. 40. 

COGITATIONS, medita- 
tions, purposes. Daniel vii. 

C0LL0P8, slices, or lumps ; 
masses of fat on the ribs, &c. 
Job XV. 27. 

COLOS'SE, a city of Phry- 
gia, near Laodicea.' Paul sent 
the Christians here an inspir- 
ed Epistle, The city was 
destroyed by an earthquake 
in the tenth year of Nero ; 
that is, A. D. 63. llie mod- 
ern name of this place is 
Konos, 

COMMUNION, the con- 
cord of doctrines or opinions 
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in several persons. The act 
of receiving the Lord's Sup- 
per, that sign of our fellow- 
ship with Christ. 1 Cor. x. 
16. The cominuDioD of saints 
is that fellowship which the 
saints have with Christ by 
faith, and among themselves 
by love. 1 John i.'3. Actsiv. 
82, 34, 35. 

COMPASS, the instru- 
ment so called, used now by 
navigators, was wholly un- 
known to the ancients. The 
expression, " fetch a com- 
pass," Acts xxviii. 13, means 
to go round, and not directly 
to a place. The carpenter's 
compass is mentioned, Isaiah 
xliv. 13. 

CONCISION, a term used 
in reference to persons who 
would cut asunder, or make 
schisms, in the church of 
Christ Phil. iii. 2. Rev.ii. 9. 

CONDEMNATION, the 
act of passing sentence a- 
gainst a person, by which 
be is doomed to punishment ; 
the punishment itself. A- 
.mong the Greeks, condem- 
nation was signified by a 
t>lack stone, and absolution 
by giving a white stone, to 
which an allusion is made in 
Rev. ii. 17. 

CONEY, a small animal 
which seems, from the allu- 
sions to it in Scripture, to 
have been common in Pales- 
tine. As the name is now 
obsolete, it Jias become a 
matter of dispute what ani- 



mal, now known to us, is - 
meant. Bruce is confident 
it is the AshkokOy found in 
Ethiopia, Arabia, Palestine, 
and parts adjacent, its size 
is rather less than that of a - 
cat. It has neither tail nor 
voice, and chews the cad. ' 
It is remarkably inoffensive 
and timid, feeding only on. 
roots and fruits, €c.c. but es- 
capes its enemies by running 
into holes inaccessible to lar- 
ger animals. Bochart, Pen- 
nant, and other authors of 
high authority, consider the 
Jerboa to be the coney of 
Scripture. It is about the 
size of a rabbit, and has a 
long tail. The form and 
common posture of the Jer- 
boa is shown by the annex- 
ed engraving, which super- 
sedes the necessity of a par- 
ticular description*' of it. 
The Arabs call it mountain 
rat, and esteem its flesh a 
great delicacy. 

The editor of Calmet in- 
clines to regard the Ashkoko 
as the coney of Scripture. 
Lev. xi. 5. Psalm civ. 18, 
Prov. XXX. "24, 26, &c. and 
the Jerboa as the mouse 
mentioned Leviticus xi. 29. 
1 Sam. vi. 5, &c. 

CONFESS, plainly to ac- 
knowledge. Jesus Christ 
will con&ss his people at the 
last da^, and publicly own 
them bis children and faith- 
ful servants. Luke xii. 8. 
They confess him before 
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meo, when, notwithstanding 
all danger and opposition, 
they openly profess and ad> 
here to his truth, observe his 
ordinanees, and walk in his 
way. Matt. z. 32. To con- 
fess God, is tu praise and 
thank him. Heb. xiii. 15. 
To confess sin is candidly to 
acknowledge our guilt be- 
fore God, who can pardon or 
punish us ; or to our neigh- 
bour, whom we have offend- 
ed, or who can give us prop- 
er instruction and comfort. 
Psl. xxzii. 5. James v. 16. 
Matt. iii. 6. 

CONSCI£NCE,thatpow. 
er of our mind, which com- 
pares the qualities and ac- 
tions of ourselves or others 
with the law of God, and de- 
cides on the good or evil ten- 
dency of an action according 
to the .degree of light. Rom. 
ii. 15. Conscience is good, 
when, beinz sprinkled with 
Jesus* blood, it clearly dis- 
cerns the will of God, and 
urges obedience to his law, 
from gospel motives, and ap- 
proves the same. 1 Tim. 
1. 5. It is pure, purged from 
dead works, when by the 
application of Jesus' blood, 
it IS freed from the sentence 
of death due to sin, delivered 
from the slavery of indwell- 
ing corruption, and by the 
instruction of the Holy Ghost, 
is rendered clear in its views, 
holy in its aims, and a vigo- 
rous opposer of every thing 



sinful. 1 Tim. iii. 9. Heb. 
is. 14. z.2,22. 

CONVERSATION, dis- 
course. It is commonly used 
in sacred Scripture, to mean 
dq^orimmtf or the seneral 
tenor of a person's life. Eph. 
iv. 22. 1 Pet. iii. 16. 

CONVERSION, a turning 
from one manner of life, or 
set of principles, to another. 
Acts XV. 3. In the gospels 
the word is used to signify the 
entire change which religion 
produces in the disposition, 
principles, and benaviour. 
Without this change we 
cannot enter heaven. Matt, 
xviii. 3. 

CONVICT, or Corvince, 
to persuade one of the truth 
of any thing. Acts xviii. 28. 
The Holy Spirit does this, 
when it applies the law to the 
conscience, and produces 
genuine repentance. 

CO'OS, a small island in 
the Mediterranean sea, near 
the southwest point of Asia 
Minor. Hippocrates , the fa- 
mous physician, and ^pel- 
les, the no less famous paint- 
er, were natives of this 
island. It is now called 
Starcore. 

COR, a Hebrew measure, 
equal to about six bushels. 
Som^ computations make it 
much more. 

CORBAN, a gifl to relig- 
ious purposes. Mark vii. 11, 
12. Tho pharisees in the 
days of Christ, taught that a 
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roan might escape all obliga- 
tion to support his indigent 
parents, by saying of his 
property, ** be it Corban." 
In this case if he did not 
give his property at that 
time, to the temple, he was 
bound to do so at his death, 
though his parents should 
thus be Icfl destitute. Thus 
did they "make void the 
law" of honouring father and 
mother, " throjugh their tra- 
ditions *' Mark vii. 13. 

COR'INTH, one of the 
most wealthycities of Greece, 
and capital of Achaia. Its 
commodious haven, and ad- 
vantageous location, gave it 
a vast commerce and im- 
mense wealth. During a 
war with Rome, L. Mummi- 
U8 burnt it to the ground, A. 
M. 3827. It was afterward 
rebuilt under the auspices of 
Julius Caesar. It fell mto the 
hands of the Turks, under 
Mahomet 2d. Paul preach- 
ed here nearly two years. 
Acta xviii. 1. It is now call- 
ed Carinto. . 

CORINTHIANS. The 
two epistles under this name 
were written by Paul to the 
Christians at Corinth, where 
be had preached with great 
success. Acts xviii. False 
teachers had led them into 
great errors, which he here 
exposes and denounces. 

COR'MORANT, a fowl 
about the size of a ^oose; 
it lives on fish, which it 



catches with astonishing 
skill. Its habits are very 
lonely and sad. Isa. xixiv. 
11. Zeph.ii.l4. 

COURT, an enclosed space 
near or within a house. That 
round the tabernacle was 
formed of pillars and veils 
hung by cords.' The method 
of building piivate houses in 
the form of a hollow square, 
made the court on the inside. 
COVENANT, an agree- 
menttosome particularthing. 
The promise to Noah that 
the waters should no more 
destroy the eaith, is called a 
covenant. Gen. ix. 9 — 17, 
God also made a covenant 
with Abraham, that he should 
have a numerous seed, &c. 
Gen. xvii. 2—9. The law 
of Sinai was another cove- 
nant. Deut. iv. 13. The cove- 
nant ofredemption andsalva* 
tion by grace, is called a new 
and &«fter covenant, Heb.viii. • 
6, 8, in respect to its dispen- 
sation, and manner of man- 
ifestation, its being ratified . 
by the actual sufferings and 
blood of Christ, and freed 
from former ceremonies, itg 
containing a more full rev- 
elation of relieion, and at- 
tended with a larger meas- 
ure of the gids and graces of 
the Spirit, and is never to 
wax old, or be abolished. 

COVETOUSNESS, an ea- 
ger, unreasonable desire of 
gain; a loneing aflter the 
goods of another. 1 1 is call- ' 
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•d idolatry, Col. iii. S, be 
csiue the covetouB man 

SUcei that delight aad con- 
denoe in riches which are 
due to God. Thia sin is ex- 
pressly forbidden in the tenth 
eomfnaodment. 

CRACECNELS, a sort of 
seed-cilkes or buns. 1 Kings 
xiv. 3. 

CRETE, an island at the 
moiith of the iEgean Sea, be<r 
tween Rhodes and Pehipon- 
nesus. Acts zxriL 7. Jupiter 
is said to have been brought 
up here, and also buried. 
It was the seat of legislature 
to ^1 Greece. There were 
once 100 cities on the island. 
The inhabitants were ex- 
ceedingly addicted to lying. 
Tit i. 12. The gospel con- 
▼e!:ted many persons here. 
Tit. i. 6» It is now called 
OondUu 

CRISPING-PINS, curl- 
ing irons for the hair. Isa. 
iii. 23. 

CROSS, a sort of gibbet, 
consisiing of two pieces of 
wood placed crosswise, in 
the form of f or X. That 
of our Saviour is said to have 
been of the former kind, 
It was a common punishment 
among the Syrian^, Egyp- 
tians, Persians, Africans, 
GreeKs and Romans. With 
the Jews it was not used at 
all ; hanging on a tree being 
an execution of a different 
kind. It was therefore no in- 
considerable effect of the di- 
D 



vine Providence to'order mat- 
ters so as that Jfesus should 
suffer this death according to 
prophecy. It was exceedingly 
painful, and lingering. Firit, 
the criminal was scourged 
with cords, often with bones 
at their end. Neit, he bore 
his cross^ or part of it to the 
place of execution. Cruci- 
fied persons were sometimes 
bound to the cross with 
cords, as St. Andrew prob- 
ablv was; bat commonlv 
nails were driven through 
the hands and feet. Some- 
times persons were enicified 
with their heads downwards. 
In this manner, it is said, 
Peter desired to be crucified, 
not thinking himself worthy 
to die like his Master. An 
inscription, representing the 
cause of the punishment, 
was ordinarily written on a 
tablet at the top of the cross. 
It is often said that theerim- 
inal was fastened to the 
cross before it was raised.' 
This is probable, when cords 
were used. Bat the jar of 
forcibly settling the cross in 
the ground would have 
broken off the body with 
dreadful anguish, indeed, 
there is a certainty, that a 
piece of wood jutted out un- 
der the feet, or a large peg 
was inserted halfway up the 
cross to serve asasortorseat. 
It is observable, how the 
inscription on the cross of 
Christ, instead of charging 
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faim with a crime, plainly 
hinted his innocence and 
Messiahship ; nor could the 
heathen goYemor be pre- 
▼ailed on to alter it. The 
word is used metaphorically 
for the whole of Christ's suf- 
feringSy but especially those 
on the tree, or cross. Heb. 
x\\. 2. 

CROWN, an attire, or 
Jress for the head. Tnose 
in the games, were made of 
parsley, pine, flowers, &c. 
Those for kings, of gold 
adorned with gems. Meta- 
phoricaliy, that is a crown, 
which ^ives glory or dignity. 
Thus Jehovah was a crown 
of glory to Judah. Isa. Ixii. 3. 
Christ is said to have a 
**crown of gold," and "many 
crowns," meaning his inef- 
fable grandeur and sovereign- 
ly. Rev. xix, 12, &c. Con-, 
verts are thus a eroum to 
ministers. Phil. iv. 1. 1 
These, ii. 19. See also Proy. 
xii. 4, xvii. 6, and xxvii. 24. 
CRUCIFY, to put to 
death by the cross. A Ro- 
man mode of executing vile 
slaves, and considered a 
great infamy to soldiers or 
noble citizens. Figurative- 
ly ^ it means to subdue our 
«vil propensities. 

CRYSTAL, a hard, trans 
parent, and colourless fossil, 
of a regular angular form. It 
gives ore with steel. There 
are three kinds of pure crys- 
tal, besides various sorts 



mixed witii other differwit 
substances. Crystal was 
anciently found in an island 
of the Red Sea, and the cups 
and other vessels made of it 
were reckoned very valuable. 
Pliny mentions one worth 
about 5000 dollars. To punish 
the men of his generation, 
Nero furiously broke two 
crystal cups. But it is now 
of far less esteem. Job 
xxviii. 17. The firmament 
above the cherubims, ihe 
sea of glass before the throne 
of God, the river of life, and 
the light of the new Jeru- 
salem, are likened to crys- 
tal, xto mark their purity, 
clearness, and illuminating 
influence. Ezek. i. 22. Rev. 
iv. 6. xxii. 1. xxi. 11. 

CUBIT, an arm, and meas- 
ure equal to eighteen inches. 
It rose from measuring 
with the arm from the elbow 
to the end of the hand. The sa- 
cred cubit was nearly 22 inch- 
es in length. Ezek. xliii. 13. 

CUMMIN, a small plant 
very common in Judea. Its 
seeds being agreeably aro- 
matic and pungent, were 
used as a spice. It is now 
raised for this purpose in con- 
siderable quantities in Malta. 
The hypocrisy of the Phari- 
sees, m rigidly paying the 
tenth of this unimportant 
product to religious uses, and 
yet neglecting the solemn du- 
ties of mercy, &c. is very 
striking. Matt xxiti. 28. 
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CITSH. (1.) fbe eldest 
son of Ham, and father of 
JfhArod,GeD, X, 9, (2.) A 
country on the Araxes, af- 
^wards inhabited by the 
l^ythians. (8.) Another name 
for Ethiopia, Isa. zi. 11. (4.) 
A country in Arabia Petrea, 
bordering on Egypt, of which 
Z^iporah was a native. 

CYMBAL, an instru- 
ment of loud music, used 
with others, but giving no 
melody of itself. To speak 
with tongues, if not done 
out of love to souls, was but a 
pompons act of self praise,and 
was of no use. 1 Cor. xiii. 1. 
CYPRUS, a famed island 
in the Mediterranean sea. 
It aboundeth with Cypress 
trees; from whence it took 
its name. The tree bears a 
flower of most delightful fra- 
grance. According to Jose- 
phus, it was peopled by the 
descendants of Chittim. The 
chief deity was. Venus, wor- 
shipped under the name of 
Cjj^rts, or Cypria, A fa- 
mous temple of hers stood on 
Mount Olympus. Asbestos, 



emeralds, and amethysts, 
are found here. J5amiba$ 
was boni) and, according to 
tradition, suffered martyidom 
in Cyprus. 

CYRE'NE, a country west 
of Egypt, and the birth plac^ 
of Cauimachtu the poet, 
Eratosthenes, the historian, 
and Simon, who bore the Sa- 
viour's cross. Many Jews 
from here, were at the Pen- 
tecost, and became converted 
under Peter's sermon, Acts 
ii. The region is now under 
the Turkish power, and has 
become almost a desert. It 
is now called Oairoan. 

CYRUS, the iamous khig 
of the Medes and Persians. 
He was a Mode himself, but 
marrying the daughter of 
the king of Persia, he fell 
heir to both crowns; and 
thus those kingdoms became 
united. He died at the age 
of seventy, after having 
reigned thirty years. Dan. 
vii. 6. Isa. xlvi. 11. The 
first three chapters of Ezra 
describe his measures to re*> 
store Jerusalem. 
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DAGON, a chief idol of 
the Philistines, probably^ the 
same as JVebo, Isa. xlvi. 1. 
Though so signally disgrac- 
ed at Adidod, the worship of 



it was not abandoned till 
A. M. 3840, when the Jew- 
ish leader Jonathan burnt it 
and its temple. The im- 
age represented the body 



DAM 



54 



DAR 



of a fish with the head and 
arms of a man. The figures 
of this god arc not all exactly 
alike, though all combine the 
human form with that of a 
fish. The accompanying 
picture of this idol is taken 
from a drawing, by Gentil, 
given in Calmet*s Dictionary. 
Dagon, is thought by Mon^. 
Gentil, to be the same as the 
Vishnu of the Hindoos. 
Near Rangoon, in Burmah, 
is the Shoe Ddgoun, or gilt 
temple of Dagon. 

DALMANUTHA,aprov. 
ince on the east side of the 
sea of Tiberias, either the 
same as Magdala, or near 
it. Mark viii. 10. 

DALMATIA, a district 
on the Gulf of Venice, visi- 
ted by Titus. 2 Tim. iv. 9. 
The inhabitants are addicted 
to plunder. 

DAMASCUS, once a 
most noble city in the north 
' part of Palestine, and one of 
the most ancient on ekrth, 
being mentioned Gen. xiv. 15. 
It is now the capital of a 
Turkish Pachalic ; and con- 
tadns 80,000 inhabitants, or 
according to a modern travel 
ler, 200,000. Mr. Connor 
estimates the Jews in Da- 
mascus, at 2,500, and the 
nominal Christians, at 20,000 
"including Greeks, Latins, 
Catholics, Maronites, Arme- 
aians, and Nestorians." Su- 
perior swords are made here, 
and a species of silk, called, 



from the place, damcuk. 
We have roses and plums 
which were introduced from 
thence; and bear the same 
itrtarch 
re. « 



of Antioch resides there. 
is now called Damesehk or 
Scham. 

DAMNATION, the state 
of being excluded from di- 
vine mercy; that condem- 
nation to .eternal punish- 
ments which is the awful 
condition ot the wicked in a 
future state. Matt, xxlii. 
33. 

DANIEL, a Hebrew pro- 
phet, cotemporary with £ze • 
kiel, but living longer than 
he. He was of the royal 
family, and though carried 
among the captives to Baby- 
lon, rose to wisdom and hon- 
or. In the book which bears 
his name, he foretels not 
only the coming of Messiah, 
as other prophets, but the 
very time of his birth. Under 
the emblem of a great image 
of four materials, and of va- 
rious beasts, he predicts the 
successive fall of the four 
great monarchies of Babylon, 
Persia, Greece, and Rome ; 
after which, the kinedom of 
Christ, like the stone irom the 
mountain, shall fill the earth 
and continue forever. 

DARPUS, or Cyaxar'- 
Es, king of the Medes, and 
brother to the mother of 
Cyrus. When he conquer- 
ed Babylon be constituted % 
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senate to govern it, of wHich 
Daniel was one. 

Dahi'us Htstas'pes, 
was, according to Arch- 
bishop Usher, the husband 
of Esther. 

DaRI'uS CODOMAlfTTS, 

was originally poor and ob- 
scure; but for bis valour, 
was made governor of Ar- 
menia by the king of Per- 
sia. He contrived the mur- 
der of his sovereign, and by 
the intrigue of fiagoas, the 
chief eunuch^ ascended the 
throne. He was soon after 
conquered, and deprived of 
his ill-gotten throne^ by Alex- 
ander the Great. 

DATES, the fruit of the 
Palm tree. Sec Palm. 

DEACON, is a word de- 
rived from the Greek, and 
signifying servant. The 
cause and manner of the ap 
pointment of deacons is clear- 
ly recorded. Acts vi. 1 — 6, 
Paul specifies their duty us 
consisting in "serving ta 
bles," Phil.i.l. Thequali 
fications required for this 
office, are laid down, 1 Tim 
iii. 8—12. If married, they 
were to have but one wife ; 
in opposition to the polygamy 
then common ; and the vrife 
must be " grave, not slander- 
ous, sober, faithful in all 
things." It is thought there 
were in the primitive 
churches, females chosen to 
be deatenes8e$, who, as Cal< 
met says, " assisted females to 



dress and undress at baptism, 
visited those of their own 
sex in sickness,- and when 
imprisoned for their faith, &.c. 
They were always persons 
of advanced ase, and were 
appointed to the office, by 
the imposition of hands." it 
is thought such sisters are 
alluded to, 1 Tim. v. 9—18 ; 
and that Phcebe was such an 
one. Rom. xvi; 1. 

DEAD SEA, the same 
with the Lake AiphaHtites, 
in the south-east part of 
Canaan. The valley of Sid- 
dim, which was near Sodom, 
makes part of this sea. Gen. 
xiv. 3. Its waters are clear 
when taken up in a glass, 
but very bitter, much more 
salt than common sea water, 
and of greater specific grav- 
ity, so that a man may swim 
in it with great ease. The 
air round the lake seems, 
loaded with sulphureous and 
bituminous vapours, which 
prevent vegetation, and eive 
that deadly aspect, which all 
travellers remark. The 
mountains on each side are 
about 8 miles apart, but the 
expanse of water in that part 
does not exceed 6 in breadth. 
Its extreme length is about 
75 miles, and its greatest 
breadth nearly sixteen. This 
lake receives the river Jor- 
dan, the river Arnon, and the . 
brook Kidron, besides other 
rivulets, and has no visible 
communication with the sea. 
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bEATH, iemporal-^e 
extinction of life, or separa- 
tion of the soul from the 
body. Spiritual, a separa- 
tion of soul and body from 
God's favour in this life, 
which is the state of all the 
unregenerate. The second, 
or eternal death, is perpetual 
.exclusion from God's heay- 
eiidy presence and glory. 

DEBTOR-, one that owes 
any thing to another. As 
^he creditor has a rieht to 
exact pay from the debtor, 
so God hath a right to inflict 
punishment on the guilty. 
Thus men are debtors to 
God by trespassing against 
him ; and to their neighbours 
whom they injure, wrong, or 
offend. "Debtor to the whole 
law,'? Gal. V. 3, means, oblig- 
ed to keep the whole law 
of Moses, as the condition 
of eternal life, and so virtu- 
ally disclaiming all pardon 
by Christ. The apostle 
Paul says he was a debtor 
"both to Greeks and Bar- 
barians;" that is, bound by 
his office to preach the gos- 
pel to all nations. 

DECAP'OLIS, a country 
op the sea of Tiberias. Matt. 
iv. 25. Mark v. 20. It was 
called Decapolis, because 
there were ten cities in it 
Some eminent authors con- 
sider it a part of Peraa, 
Concerning its limits and the 
names of its 10 cities, geogra- 
phers are by no means agreed. 



DEDICATION, tlie mA- 
emn act of setting Apart any 
person or thing to some reU- 

g'ous use. The Feast of 
edication, observed by the 
Jews for eight days, was to 
commemorate the restoration 
of the Temple at Jerusalem, 
under Judas Maccabeus, af- 
ter it had been destroyed by 
Antiochus Epiphanes. 

DESERT. Some deserts 
were entirely barren. Isa. 
xiii. 21 ; others had fine pas- 
tures. Ex. iii. 1. Almost 
every town had a desert be- 
longing to it, which answer- 
ed to our commons. See 
Wilderness. 

DEUTERONOMY, the 
fifth book of Moses--so call- 
ed, from its Greek name, 
which signifies repetition €f 
the law. That part of this 
book which mentions the 
death of Moses was added by 
inspired penmen afterward. 
The period of time compris- 
ed in this book, is less than 
two months. It not only re- 
capitulates, but explains the 
law, and forcibly urges the 
people to obedience. 

DEVIL, a fallen angel, or 
infernal spirit. Satan is, by 
way of eminence, called the 
Devil, and the god of this 
world, from his power and 
influence. John xii. 31. 2 
Cor. iv. 4. He has various 
titles given him in Scripture, 
expressive of his character: 
Satan, Job ii. 6 ; Beelzebub, 
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Matt. xii. 24 ; Belial, 2 Cor. 
▼i. 15 ; Lucifer, Isaiah xiv. 
12; Dragon, Rev. xii. 7; 
Adversary, 1 Peter v. 8 ; 
Prince of darkness, Eph. vi. 
12 ; Apollyon, or destroyer, 
Rev. ix. 11 ; Angel of the 
bottomless pit. He is repre 
seated as a sinner from the 
beginoinpc; 1 John iii. 8; 
a liar, John viii. 44 ; a de- 
ceiver. Rev. XX. 10 ; an ac- 
cuser« 'Rev. xii. 10 ; and a 
murderer, John viii. 44. 

DEW. • The dew in Pal- 
estine, and some other Ori-| 



many other jewels would bft 
of little value, no other sub- 
stance being hard enough to 
operate upon them. With this 
powder, rock chrystal is cut 
into leaves and cut and polish- 
ed for spectacles and other 
optical instruments. In the 
natural state, diamonds are 
not brilliant, being covered 
with an earthy crust. 

DIA'NA, a celebrated god* 
dess of the heathens, suppo- 
sed to preside over hunting, 
and represented as a young 
huntress, with a crescent on 



ental countries, is very her head, the pedestal orna- 



heavy, v/ettingj the ground 
like a smart shower. It sus 
tains vegetation, in some dis- 
ti-icts, where rain seldom or 
never falls. Gen. xxvii. 28. 
DIAMOND, is the hardest 
substance' in nature, and one 
of its rarest productions, it 
is generally called in Scrip- 
ture, Adamant, which see. 
Diamond is the purest carbon 
known, and wi!l burn like 
charcoal if expose<l to great 
heat. The value of this and 
all other precious stones, is 
estimated by carats. A ca- 
rat is four grains. The larg- 
er a diamond is, the greater in 
proportion is its value. One 
is mentioned belonging to 
Russia, worth 12 tons of 
gold ! Small pieces of dia- 
Bond are reduced to powder, 
which is of the greatest im- 
portance to lapidaries, as 
without it the agate and 
£ 



men ted with heads of stags, 
dogs, &c. Acts xix. 24 — S6. 
She was especially renowned 
at Ephesus. She was one of 
the twelve superior deities, 
and was called by the sever- 
al names ' of Hebe, Trivia, 
Hecate, Diana, and Lucina. 
In heaven she was the moon, 
or queen of heaven, and per- 
haps the same with Meni, 
the numberer, or goddess of 
months. Jer. vii. 18, add 
xliv. 17. On earth, slie was 
Diana and Trivia, the god- 
dess of hunting and high- . 
ways. Ir]L hell, she was 
Hecate ; she was also called 
Lucina. 

DION YS'IUS. the Areop- 
agite, or judge in the court 
of Areopagus. In his youth, 
it is said, he was bred in all 
the learning of Athens, and 
wont afterwards to Egypt, to 
perfect himself in astrono- 
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my. Being at Od when our 
Saviour died, and observing 
the miraculous darkness, he 
cried out. Either the God of 
nature suffers himself, or 
sympathizes with one that 
sufiers. He was converted 
at Athens by Paul, and, it is 
said, became an evangelist, 
and was burnt as a martyr 
in bis own city. A, D. 95. 

DISCIPLE, a learner, or 
follower of another, John ix, 
^. It signifies in the New 
I'estament a follower of 
Christ, &c. or a convert to 
his gospel. John XX. 18. Acts 
vi. 1. 

DIVINATION, an art 
much practised among heath- 
en. So sinful is it in the 
sight of God, to resort to 
witches, magicians, or divin- 
ers, that the offence was 
made punishable with death. 
Deut. xviii. The means to 
' discover hidden things by 
this art were various, — such 
as the flight of birds, entrails 
of beasts, lots, dreams. See. 

DOCTRlNE,knowledgeor 
learning; the leading matter 
in a discourse ; the truths of 
the gospel in general. Tit. 
ii. 10. It signifies a tenet 
or opinion, Matt, xvi. 12; di 
vine institutions, Matt. xv. 9 ; 
instruction, information, and 
confirmation in the truths of 
the gospel, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
DOG. A well known ani- 



highly useful and intelligent. 
Under the law, the dog was 
prohibited food, and the Jews 
held him in great contempt. 
Hence, when David -and 
Mephibosheth would use the 
most humbling terms, they 
compared themselves to ** a 
dead dog." 1 Sam. xxiv. 14. 2 
Sara. ix.8. Isaiah compares 
the dogs to the false teachers 
of his day. Isa. Ivi. 10, 11. 
It must have been '\ hard 
saying to the faith of the 
poor woman, who -applied to 
Christ for help, that it was 
not proper to "give children's 
bread to dogs." Matt. xv. 26. 
To call a person a dog, is 
still, in the East, expressive 
of the highest contempt. 

DOVES* DUNG. It is 
doubtful whether this arti- 
cle, men'.ioned 2 Kings vi. 
25, was really pigeon*s dung 
used for manure, as Jose- 
phus and Theodoret think, 
or a kind of tare or cicer, so 
called from its resemblance, 
when parched, to doves' 
dung. The Arabians call it 
chick peas. Some of the Rab- 
bins affirm that it was the 
grain taken from the crops of 
pigeons who during the siege 
filled themselves in the 
neighbpuring fields. 

DRAGQ"^, signifies either 
a large fi^h, as the whale, 
crocodile, dolphin, &c. or a 
serpent of U large size. In 



mal, which when properly some, places • it eviikently 
domesticated end trained, is I means the deadly poisonous 
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lizard called Cheko by the 
east Indians. 

DREAM. Dreams pro- 
ceed much from business, or 
from constitution and habit. 
It is probable they often be- 
gin irom some outward sen- 
sation of the body. By su- 
pernatural dreams, God of 
old informed men of his 
mind. These were not the 
same as visiPns. The for- 
mer happened during sleep, 
Gen. XX. 3, and xxxi. 11. — 
the latter when (he person 
was wido awake. Ezek. i. 1. 
Acts ii. 17. 

DRINKOFFERlNG,ali 
batioH of wine, appointed to 
accompany certain sacrifices 
under the ceremonial law ; 
which was poured out upon 
or around the altar. Numb, 
xxviii. 7. 

DROMEDARY, a fleet 
animal, so called from the 
Greek word ^^tfM*, dremoy 
I run. It is smaller and more 
slender than a camel, but can 
carry a man a hundred miles 
per day. 

DRUSIL'LA, the third 
daughter of Agrippa, was 
\ married to Azizus^' King of 
the Emessenians, who was 
abandoned by her, that she 
might marry Claudius Fe- 
lixy by whom she had a son 
named Agrippa. She was 
one of the most beautiful 
women of her age, but ex- 



ceedingly licentious. Acts 
xxiv. 24. . 

DULCIMER, a musical 
instrument, used to make up 
a full chorus. It is thought 
by some to have been a simi- 
lar instrument to the present 
Scotch bagpipe. Daniel iii. 

DURE, to last, continue, 
endure. 

DWELL, to abide, or live 
in a place. God is said to 
dwell in the heavens, and 
also with him that is of a 
contrite spirit Christ dwells 
in the heart by faiih, justi- 
fying the believing soul by 
his merit, renewing it by 
his grace, purifying it by hu 
Spirit, teaching it by his 
wisdom, keeping it 'by his 
power, and, by nis commu- 
nion and compassion, sharing 
with it in all its troubles, and 
supporting it under all its 
trials. The Holy Ghost 
dwells in the soul by his 
gracious operations, working 
faith, love, and other graces 
therein. 

The word of God may be 
said to dwell in a person, 
when it is diligently studied, 
firmly believed, and careful- 
ly practised. Col. iii. 16. 
The pious are said to dwell 
in God, by having the most 
intimate union and commu- 
nion with him in Christ 
V John iii. 21. 
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EAGLE» the noblest of 
the feathered tribe. Its size 
is about that of a Turkey; 
bat its wings are much long' 
er. It has a beak strong 
and hooked. Its feet have 
three toes before, and one 
behind. It is a very coura- 
geous and ravenous fowl. It 
sees or smells dead carcases 
at a prodigious distance, and 
is said to break the bones of 
its prey, to come at the mar- 
row. Every year it moults, 
and becomes almost naked 
and bald, and then "renews 
its youth," by producing a 
set of new feathers. Psalm 
ciii. 6. Eagles are extreme- 
ly tender of their young, 
and take them on their wings 
when weak and fearful. They 
fly high and quick ; have their 
nests in rocks ; Jer. xlix. 16. 
,and live to an hundred years. 
Several species of the eagle 
seem to be mentioned in 
Scripture ; but at this dis- 
tance of time they cannot be 
easily distinguished. The 
golden and common eagle 
rarely, if ever, eat carrion, 
which the vulture prefers. 
Not only all eagles, but the 
whole species comprising the 
hawk, kite, &c. were un- 
clean to the Jews, and are 
seldom eaten now. 



EAR, means sometimes 
in Scripture the same as 
tilly or plough, as ** ear the 
ground ;'* 1 Sam.viii. 12. Isa. 
XXX. 24; a valley " neither 
eared nor sown," i. e. not 
ploughed or ^own. Deut. 
xxi. 4. ** Earing time and 
harvest," means the time of 
planting and reaping. Ex. 
xxxiv. 21.^ 

EARNEST, a pledge ; a 
small part of the price of a 
thing paid in hand to confirm 
an agreement. It is applied 
to signify the assurance 
which the spirit of adoption 
gives believers of their in- 
heritance in heaven. "So 
the " earnest of the Spirit," 2 
Cor. i. 22, is a proof that the 
bargain will be made sood, 
and ** the first fruits of the 
Spirit," Rom. viii. 23, or the 
graces wrought in the soul by 
the Spirit, are some pledges 
of that fulness of joy, and 
perfection of holiness, of 
which believers shall par- 
take in heaven. 

ECCLESIASTES, literal- 
ly a preacher. It is the name 
of one of the sacred books 
written by Solomon, in which 
is most forcibly shown the 
vanity of life, the propriety 
of enjoying it temperately 
and in the fear of God» the 
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necessity of patience under 
unavoidable ills, and that we 
must do all the good in oar 
power, and seek the heaven- 
ly kingdom. 

EDOM was called Esau, 
because he was hairy : and 
JEdom, either because his 
hair and complexion were red, 
or more probably, because 
he sold his birth-right for a 
mess of red pottage. He 
was born A. M. 2173. 

Edom, the country of the 
Edomites. It lay on the south 
and south-east of the inherit- 
ance of Judah, and extended 
to the Elanltic gulf of the Red 
sea. It was very mountain- 
ous, including mounts Seir 
and Hor. Its principal cities 
were Selah, Bozrah, Elath, 
and Ezion-geber. The E- 
domites were descendants of 
Edom, or Esau. They pos- 
sessed thems^esof the ter- 
ritory originally occupied by 
the HoriteSy who are suppos- 
ed to have 6nally blended 
wijji their conquerors. In- 
veterate foes to Israel, they 
were rendered tributary by 
David, but revolted under 
Jchoram, and rendered them- 
selves independent. 2 Chron. 
xxi. 8 — 10. See Idumea, 

EGYPT is bounded by 
the Mediterranean Sea on 
the north ; Abyssinia on the 
south ; and on the east and 
west by mountains running 
parallel with the Nile, It 
was aociently called Cbemia 



or tho land of Ham; and 
the present Copts call it Che- 
mi, perhaps because Ham re- 
sided here. The Hebrews 
call it Mizraim ; and tho A- 
rabs to this day call it Mesr, 
from Mizraim, the son of 
Ham, who peopled it. The 
arts and sciences were very 
early cultivated here, and 
maintained a greater degree 
of perfection, for some ages, 
than was found in any other 
nation. Hence Pythagoras, 
Plato, &c. travelled here to 
complete their studies. But 
the people worshipped beasts, 
fowls, onions, beans, and 
monsters of their own imag- 
ination. "The world by 
wisdom knew not God." 1 
Cor. i. 21. The name JE?- 
gypt was given it by the 
Greeks, and signifies either 
the land of the Copts, a name 
which the ancient inhabi- 
tants gave to themselves; or 
the land of blackness, be- 
cause the soil and water are 
of a blackish colour. It wrfs 
divided into two districts — 
Upper Egypt, or Thebais ; 
and Lower Egypt, or the 
Delta. The river Nile runs 
through it northward, and 
yearly waters it, so that rain 
is scarcely requisite ; and in- 
deed seldom happens in Up- 
per Egypt. The heat of 
summer is excessive, but 
fruits abound. Lower Egypt 
produces the most excellent 
dates, alm^ds, figi, lemoos. 
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oranges, olives, &c. Date 
trees greatly abound; and 
some villages are surround- 
ed by such numbers, as to 
seem embosomed in a forest. 
They form now a great 
source of subsistence. The 
threat to cat them down, Jer, 
xlvi. 22, 23, was, therefore, 
exceedingly terrible, and in 
volvcd utter ruin. The 
horses are very famous. The 
river abounds with fish, croc 
odiles, and hippopotami. The 
practice of charming snakes 
so as to carry them about 
safely, still prevails here. 
Ps. Iviii. 4, 5. Jer. viii. 17. 

Egypt was anciently ex- 
tremely fertile ; but as the 
• Nile has, by yearly add) 
tJons, raised the surface of 
the earth a great deal high- 
er, and now overflows to a 
less height, and brings worse 
mud along with it; and as 
the enslaved inhabitants are 
'disheartened from their an- 
cient care and industry, it is 
now but moderately fertile, 
and in time may become 
barren. Prophecy has been 
sadly verified in the history 
of Egypt It was foretold 
that their perfidy to Israel 
in violating alliances-, should 
be punished by their becom- 
ing a mean people, who 
should no more have a prince 
of their own to govern thenu 
Ezekiel xxix. xxx. and xxxi. 
18. Soon after the day ofthat 
seer, Perghi aonei^ £gypt 



to its empire. Afterwards 
they were successively trib- 
utary to the Greeks, Romans, 
Saracens, and Mamelukes. 
It is now a province of Tur- 
key, governed by a bashaw 
or pacha, and contains a pop- 
ulation of about two millions, 
a considerable portion of 
which are Christians and 
Jews. 

The River op Egypt, 
Josh. XV. 47, does not mean 
the Nile,but the Sihor,or the 
brook Bezor, which runs 
into the Mediterranean on 
the southern, boundary of 
Palestine. 

EL AM. See Persia. 

ELDER, a person advanc- 
ed in age. Elderly men be- 
ing always chosen in early 
ages to bear rule, the term 
at length became a title of 
office. Our word Senator, 
has the same Origin. The 
Hebrew elders were the 
chief of the principal fami- 
lies, or persons of allowed 
wisdom and prudence. Th^e 
seem to have been general- 
ly seventy of them. Ex. 
xxiv. 1—9. These, with 
Moses and Aaron, made ex- 
actly six from each tribe. 
After the captivity there 
were elders in every city. 
Ezra X. 14. The term is 
used in the New Testament 
AS a title of office, to denote 
Christian pastors, or presby- 
ters. Acta XK. 17, 28. Tit. 
i, 5—7, 1 Pet. V. 1, 2. 
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ELECTION, the act of 
choosini; ; a token of special 
preference. 

ELEMENTS, the ingre- 
dients or constituent parts 
whereof compound bodies 
are formed. Fire, air, earth, 
and water, usod to be called 
elements ; but it is now as- 
certained that all these are 
compounds. The earth, in 
its various kinds of original 
matter, shall be melted with 
fervent heat at Christ's se- 
cond coming. 2 Pet. iii. 10. 
Elements also signify the al- 
phabet of letters, an# sylla- 
bles formed of them; and 
thence it is transferred, to 
signify the rudiments, ^rst 
rules, or first principles of 
a science. Col. ii. 8. Heb, 
V. 12. The " rudiments of 
this world," which are not to 
be used in the gospel-church, 
are ceremonial laws and hu- 
man customs, which are not 
proper for such as enjoy the 
clear instructions of the gos- 
pel. Col. ii. 20—22. 

ELUL. See Month. 
To EMBALM dead IkkI- 
iesy is to fill them with odorif- 
erous and drying spices and 
drugs. The embalming of 
dead bodies appears to have 
had its origin, as well as to 
have attained its highest per- 
fection, among the Egyp- 
tians; but whether their 
want of access to bury their 
dead during the overflow of 
Ihe Nile, or % regard to civil 



honour, or a fancy that the 
freshness of the body tended 
to detain the soul in it, chief- 
ly prompftd them hereto, we 
know not. The manner of 
embalming was this : when 
a person died, the corpse 
was carried to the coffin- 
maker, that he might pre- 
pare a fit coffin, with its up- 
per side representing the 
body enclosed ; and great 
men had their coffins paint- 
ed or embellished accord- 
ing to their quality. The 
corpse was next carried to 
the embalmer, and the price 
of embalming settled with 
him. The highest was a- 
bout one thousand three 
hundred dollars ; the sec- 
ond about 440, and the 
lowest but a mere trifle. « 
The corpse b«ing extended 
on a table, they drew out 
all the inwards, then filled 
the parts with myrrh, cas- 
sia, and other spices, frank- 
incense excepted. The brdn 
was drawn out by the Hose* 
with an iron hook, and the 
skull filled with astringent 
drugs. The whole body 
was then anointed with oil 
of cedar, myrrh and cinna- 
mon, &c. for the space of' 
thirty days. It was next 
put into salt about forty days. 
Gen. 1. 3. Afterwards, it 
was wrapt in linen, some- 
times, it is said, to the extent 
of above one thousand yards, 
dipped in the oil of myrrh, 
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. and rubbed with a certain 
gutn, and delivered to the 
relations, who put it into 
the coffin, and eifher kept 
it in their own hou^e or in 
a tomb. By this embalming 
they could preserve dead 
bodies for thousands ot years; 
some are still shewn, and are 
called mummies. . 

The poor haid oil of cedar 
infused, and the body wrapt 
in salt of nitre. The oil 
preyed on the intestines, and 
when the oil was extract- 
ed, they came along with 
it. Some of the poorest did 
but cleanse the inside, by in 



jecting a certain liquor, and 
then laid the body seventy 
days in nitre, to dry it. Ja- 
cob and Joseph were no doubt 
embalmed in the manner of 
the Egyptians, as they died 
in that country. Gen. 1. 2, 
3, 26. The Jews embalmed 
their dead bodies; but per- 
haps their manner was very 
di0'^ent from that of the E- 
gyptians. When our Sa- 
viour was crucified, the ne- 
cessity of his hasty burial 
obliged them only to wrap 
his body in linem. vith i 
hundred pounds of myrrh 
aloes, and like spices, be- 
stowed by Nicodemus; but 
Mary, and other holy wo- 
men, had prepared ointment 
and spices, for further em- 
balming it. Matt, xxvii. 59. 
Luke xxiii. 56. John xix. 39, 
40. The use of a large quan- 



tity of spices on such occa- 
sions, was thought an honour 
to the deceased. 

EMERALD, a precious 
stone, of a green colour, sel- 
dom exceeding the size of 
pea. They are derived 
from India and South- Amer- 
ica. 

EMERODS, a disease, the 
character of which is not 
now precisely known. Host 
commentators consider it to 
be what is now called piles. 
Deut. xxvili. 27. 1 Samuel 
v. 12. • 

EMITANUEL, or Im- 
MANUEL, a Hebrew word, 
which signifies, God with 
tts. Matt. i. 23. It is applied 
to the Messiah, in whom the 
two natures, divine and hu- 
man, were united. Isa. vii. 
14. and viii. 8. 

EM'MAUS. The situa- 
tion of this village is not 
certainly known ; but it is 
thought to have stood seven 
miles nwth of Jerusalem. 

ENON, or the place of 
waterSf as the word signifies, 
was the place where John 
baptized. Its situation is not 
certainly known, but proba- 
bly wa.«» in Galilee. 

ENVY, a painful vexation 
of mind at another's enjoy- 
ment. It produces malice 
and persecution. Acts xiii. 
45. It is hateful to God, and 
always destroys the peace of 
such as indulge it. Phil. i. 
16. Prov. xiv. 30. 
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E'PHA, a Hebrew meas- 
ure, containing somewhat 
more than half a bushel. 

EPHESIANS, an epistle 
of Paul, which seems to have 
been addressed to the Chris- 
tians of Kphesus. 

EPH'ESUS, one of the 
most famous cities of Asia, 
said to have been built by 
Epbesus, an Amazon lady, 
as early as the days of Da- 
vid. It was situated on the 
river Cayster, about forty 
miles south of Smyrna, and 
was chiefly famed for a mag- 
nificent temple of Diana 
This is said to have been 
four hundred and twenty-five 
feet lon^, two hundred and 
twenty broad ; its roof sup 
ported by one hundred and 
twenty -seven pillars, seventy 
feet high, twenty-seven of 
which were curiously carv- 
ed, and the rest polished. 
It was burnt by the infamous 
Ero8tratu3, on the very day 
Socrates was poisoned, viz. 
400 years before Christ. Af- 
terward it was rebuilt with 
increased splendour, at the 
^w>mmon expense of all the 
Grecian states. Before tho 
time of Alexander, Ephesus 
had kinjijs of its own. After 
it fell into the hands of the 
Romans, the inhabitants re- 
volted to Mithridates, king of 
Pontus, and on that account, 
were pilla(;ed and terribly 
taxed by Sylla, the Roman 
general. It was destroyed 



by an earthquake, A. D. 19, 
but quickly rebuilt. It suf- 
fered exceedingly in its vari- 
ous sieges and captures, by 
the Saracens, Tartars, and 
Turks, and has gradually 
sunk to tiothing. Toume- 
fort says he found at Ephesus 
but thirty or forty houses. 
Chandler found not so many 
individuals. Now, no hu- 
man being lives at Ephe- 
sus ! Hy-saJuck, which may 
be considered another name 
for Ephesus, does not stand 
on the same place, and con- 
tains only a tew wretched 
Turkish huts. The candle- 
stick has been removed out 
of its place ! " How doth 
the city sit solitary that was 
full of people." The apostle 
John spent most of his life, 
and closed it here. 

EPHOD, an ornamental 
upper garment. It made a 
part of the official dress of 
the Hehrew priest ; that 
of (he common priest beii^g 
made of linen, and that of 
the high priest being richly 
embroidered, and containing 
the sacred ^reo^^jp/a^e. See 
Breast- Plate. 

EPHRAIM. (1.) The 
younger son of Joseph, born 
2293, and head of a tribe in 
Israel, which, at the time of 
their deliverance out of E- 
gypt, amounted to 40,500 
persons. (2.) The lot ^fE- 
phraim, lyiftg in the heart of 
the Holy Land. (3.) The 
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mountaina ofEphraim were 
situated in the very centre of 
Palestine, highly fertile, ex- 
cept where they approach 
the Jordan in rocky precipi- 
ces. A spur of this range ap- 
proached Jericho, the passes 
of which have ever been in- 
fested by robbers. (4.) There 
was a forest of Ephraimy 
where Absalom's army was 
routed. 2 Sam. xviii. 6 — 17. 
. (5.) From the days of Jerobo- 
am till the ten tribes were car- 
ried away captive by Salma- 
neser, the whole land, not 
included under Judah, was 
often called Ephraim. Jer. 
xxxi. 6. (6 ) The city of 
Ephraim, where Christ re- 
tired with his disciples not 
long before he suffered. John 
xa. 54. 

. EPICURE'ANS. philoso. 
fihers who followed the doc- 
trine of Epicurus J who flour- 
ished at Athens, about A. M. 
3700. They denied that God 
governs the world, or in the 
least condescends to inter- 
fere with creatures below. 
They denied also the immor- 
tality of the soul, and the 
existence of angels. They 
maintained that the world 
was not formed by God, nor 
with any design, but by 
the fortuitous concourse of 
atoms. They maintained, 
that happiness consisted in 
pleasufe ; but some of them 
placed this pleasure in the 
tranquillity and joy of the. 



mind, arising from the prac- 
tice of moral virtue, which 
is thought, by some, to have 
been the true principle of 
Epicurus : others understood 
him in the gross sense, and 
placed all their happiness in 
corporeal pleasure. 

EPISTLE, or Letter. 
Twenty-one of the books of 
the*New Testament are call- 
ed epistles. The first -four- 
teen were written by Paul ; 
the other seven were writ- 
ten, one by James, two by 
Peter, three by John, and 
one by Jude. The messages 
of the seven churches of A- 
sia, recorded in Revelation, 
are called epistles. Rev. ii. 
and iii. 

ERASTUS, a disciple of 
Paul and Chamberlain, that 
is. Treasurer, of the city of 
Corinth. He resigned his 
office, and became a travel- 
ling companion to Timothy. 
Rom. xvi. 23. 

ESA^AS, the same as 
Isaiah, which see. 

ESAU. See Edom. 

ESPOUSALS, the act or 
ceremony of marriage. Jer.« 
ii. 2. ' 

ESTHER, the name of a 
queen of Persia, and also of 
one of the historical books of 
the Old Testament. Her his- 
tory is recorded in that in - 
spired narrative, written, 
probably,, by Mordecai. The 
king, her husband, was, as 
some think, ^iaxerxet Lan'-^ 
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gimanw\ but was more 
probably, Daritu HystcLS- 

ETHIOPIA, sometimes 
called in tbe Old Testament, 
Casht from the oldest son of 
Ham, whose posterity settled 
the country on the south- 
west of the Red sea. Acts 
yiii. 27. It bordered on E- 
gypt, and was once a mast 
powerful kingdom, with ma- 
ny noted cities. It is now 
called AhyMinia. 

EUNUCH, the name giv- 
en to such officers as serv- 
ed in the inner courts, and 
chambers of kings. ' 

EUPHRATES, the most 
famous river in Western A- 
sia. From its source in the 
mountains of Armenia, its 
course is westward ; after 
which, at the foot of Mount 
Taurus, it bends southward, 
and having received the Mo- 
las, runs along the east side 
of Syria, and after having 
watered Chaldea, it runs 
south, and joins the Tigris, 
just above where the ancient 
Paradise is supposed to have 
stood. About 60 miles far- 
ther south, they discharge 
themselves into the Persian 
gulf. Like the Nile, it is 
subject to an annual over- 
flow, by which it imparts 
great fertility to the valley in 
which it runs. On its banks 
stood Babylon; and JBusso- 
rah, about fifty miles from 
its mouth, is now a place 



some importance. It is now 
called Ephera^, or Phrat. 

EUROC'LYDON, a vlo- 
lent and dangerous north- 
east wind, common in the 
Mediterranean sea about the 
beginning of winter. Acts 
zxvii. 14. It is now called 
by sailors, a Levanter, 

EVANGELI&T, a brioger 
of good news. *It was ap- 
pli^ first to the inspired au- 
thors of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and, also, in the prim- 
itive church, to those who 
went from place to place, to 
preach the glad tidings of 
the ever blessed gospel. 
The term is now used to sig- 
nify a minister who travels* 
and is not settled with any 
particular people. 

EVIL, an action contrary 
to the law of God ; any wrong 
done by one man to another. 
Matt V. 39. It is put for 
the afflictions or punishments 
which God sends, Job ii. 10 ; 
for sin and all its sufferings. 
Matt. vi. 13. To have an 
evil eye, Prov. xxiii. 6, is to 
be covetous, and secretly 
grudge the grace that is dis- 
pensed to others. Evil days, 
Eccl. xil. 1, signify the time 
of old a^e, which is calami- 
tous in Itself, and often load- 
ed with the remembrance of 
youthful forties — To " put 
far away the evil day,** 
Amos vi. 8, means to drive 
away the thoughts of ap- 
oflproaching judgment and 
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death. Satan is called the 
evil onCi or evil spirit; he 
is the author of all sin ; he 
perpetually works wicked- 
ness, and causes trouble. 
John xvii. 15. Acts xlx. 12. 
An evil time^ is a season of 
much sinning, danger,' and 
trouble. Amos v. 13. 

EXODUS, the second 
book of M(^e3 ; so called, 
from its name in the Greek 
version, which signifies de- 
parture \ because it relates 
to the history of the depart- 
ure of the Israelites from 
^SyP^* I^ i^ ^ narrative of 
the transactions of about 145 
years, from the death of 
Joseph, A. M. 2369, to the 
erection of the tabernacle, in 
2514. It contains a record of 
the history of Moses, the 
pitfues of Egypt, the journey 
of Israel, the dispensation of 
the law, the construction of 
the tabernacle, and entrance 
into Canaan. 

EXORCIST, one who 

. drives away evil spirits, or 
casts out devils. Our Sa- 
viour, when he sent out his 

^sciples to preach the gos 
pel, gave them power 'over 
unclean spirits, to cast them 
out. Matt. X. 1, by which 
gift they gained repute a- 
mong the people, and gave 
proof that they were sent of 
God. But those Jewish ex- 
orcists, mentioned Acts xix; 
13, were only impostors, 
deluding the people by 



witchcraft .or diabolical a* 
gency. 

EZEKIEL, one of the 

great prophets; he was the 
son of Buzi, a descendant of 
Aaron, and of course belong- 
ing to the priesthood. Being 
carried away captive with 
many of his people, by Nebu* 
chadnezzar, he settled on the 
banks of the Chebar, in 
Mesopotamia, and was there 
favoured with his extraordi- 
nary revelations. He seems 
to have exercised his pro- 
'phetic office about 20 yesirs. 

The book of Ezekiel is 
similar to that of Jeremiah in 
its scope, but very different 
in style, being more pointed 
and severe. It predicts 
dreadful calamities to be in- 
flicted on Judea and Jerusa- 
lem, for idolatry and wicked- 
ness ; the judgments that 
would be sent upon the false 
prophets, who' deluded the 
people with vain hopes, and 
winked at their sins ; the 
punishments which should be- 
fal Ammon, Edom, Philistia, 
Tyre and Egypt, (he restora- 
tion of Israel and Judah ; and 
the blessedness of the gospel 
church under the Messiah 
that should come. 

EZRA was a captive Jew, 
of the sacerdotal rrice, who, 
by his wisdom and integrity 
rose to emioetice in the 
Persian court. By authority 
of his sovereign, lie assem- 
bled a large colony of hi» 
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countrymen, and went to re- 
pair Jerusalem, and rebuild 
the temple. 

Tbe book pf Ezra was 
doubtless written by him 
whose name it bears. It 
consists of two principal diiri- 



stons: the first gives the 
narrative of the return of the 
Jews from Babylonia; and 
the second describes the 
threat reformation of religion 
which took place among the 
people. 
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FAITH, a dependance on 
the truth of an assertion. 
Divine faith is a firm assent, 
upon the authority of divine 
revelation. It is thus we are 
persuaded to believe all truths 
relating to God, revealed tons 
in the. Scriptures. Justifying 
or saving faith, is a grace 
wrought in the soul by the 
Spirit of God, whereby we 
receive Christ, as he is re- 
vealed in the gospel, to be 
a Prophet, Priest, and Kingf 
trust in him, and rely upon 
his righteousness alone, for 
salvation. This faith begets 
a sincere obedience in life 
and conversation. " Faith 
which worketh by love," Gal. 
v. 6, is faith which shows 
itself by producing in us 
love to God and to our neigh- 
bour. It is put for a belief 
and profession of the gospel. 
Rom. i. 8. 

FARTHING, a coin used 
by the Romans. Our trans- 
lators give this English to 
,|^oth «9v«^i0y and Kti^etvlfK 
but these were different ; the 



first was a tenth part of a 
Roman penny, or about two 
cents. Matt. x. 29. The 
latter was equal to two mites, 
and is about a fourth part of 
our cent. Mark xii. 42. 

FAN, an instrument for 
separating chaff from grain. 
It was formerly made in the 
shape of a wooden shovel, 
with a long handle. The 
shape and manner of using 
it, are shown in the picture 
of a threshing floor. With 
this, the grain, as it was 
gathered up into a heap on 
the threshing floor, was toss- 
ed in the air when the wind 
blow, so that the chaff was 
driven away. As it fell - 
round the place, it was cus-^^ 
tomill^ to sweep it together 
and burn it. See Matt. iii. 42. 

FAST, a solemn forbear- 
ance from food, accompanied 
by humiliation before God, 
and prayer. Our Saviour 
did not appoint |ny fast days, 
but gave reasons why, after 
his death, his disciples should 
fast. Afilictions soon be- 
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came common to Christians, 
and then they fasted. 2 Cor. 
vi. 5. 

FATHER, he that has a 
child. It is a title given to 
the first ancestor, as Rom. iv. 
16 ; to the inventor and master 
of a certain art or science, 
or founder of a particular 
profession. Gen. iv. 20, 22; 
to that man who is affected 
with the miseries of the poor, 
and takes care to provide for 
their wants. Job xxiz. 16. 
God declares himself to be 
the Father of the fatherless. 
PsI. Uviii. 5. God is emi- 
nently the Father, Creator, 
Preserver, and Protector of 
all his creatures, but princi- 
pally of those who call up* 
on his name, knowing and 
serving him. Deut. xxxii. 6, 
Rom. viii. 15, 16. The devil 
is called the father of the 
Wieked. John viii. 44. In 
^urch history the term is 
applied to the Christian wri- 
ters of' the first centuries. 
It is now customary to give 
this epithet to very aged and 
eminent saints. 

FATLING, a young ani- 
mal that has been find for 
slaughter. Isa. xi. 6. ^latt. 
xili. 4. 

FEAR, apprehension of 
danger. Guilt produces that 
solicitude and dread which 
is called glaoish fear. Acts 
xxiv. 25. JB}^ial fear is that 
holy feeling of the renewed 
heart toward God, which 



produces a reverent siibmia- 
sion to his providence, and 
ready obedience to all his 
commands. Heb. v. 7. 

FELIX was deputy for the 
Romans, in the government 
of JudeaJ He enticed Dru- 
silla to divorce Azizus, king 
of Emesa, and then took her 
as his own wife. He defeat- 
ed about four thousand as^ 
sassians, headed by an Egyp- 
tian impostor, who had post- 
ed themselves in the mount 
of Olives. Actsxxi. 38. Dur- 
ing the administration of Fe- 
lix, Judea was in a constant 
turmoil, being infested with 
robbers and assassins, and 
overrun with impostors pre- 
tending to be the Messiah. 
It was this prince that trem- 
bled at the words of Paul, 
who was brought a prisoner 
to his bar. Acts xxiv. 26. 
iHe was a bad man, and gov- 
erned with great injustice 
and cruelty. In the year 60 
he was recalled to Rome, 
and Festus was sent in his 
room. The Jews followed 
him, and complained to the 
government of his extortion 
and violence ; and he would 
have been punished with 
death, had not his brother 
Pallas, by his credit at court, 
preserved his life. Acts xxiii. 
and xxiv. 

FELLOWSHIP, or Com- 
Mupriour, is a term of great 
importance in the Scriptures. 
There is a fellowsnip to 
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which the people of Christ 
are admitted with God the 
Father, and with his Sod, 
Jesus Christ, the blood of 
Jesus cleansiag from ail sin. 
1 John i. 3, 5, &c. There is 
also a fellowship which they 
have with one another : — 
in all the spiritual blessing 
which the gospel brings to 
the guilty : — in temporal 
things, which in a particu- 
lar manner is pointed to, 
Acts ii. 42. When the disci- 
ples of Christ communicate 
jointly of their worldly sub- 
stance tx^ the support of the 
poor, thisr fellowship takes 
place. The cburcH con- 
nection is called a fellowship, 
and is opposed to having 
fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness. 
Eph. V. 11. . 

FESWS succeeded Felix 
in the ^(ernment of Judea 
He sent Paul, whom Felix 
had .left bound at Cesarea, to 
Rome, to be tried by Caesar, 
to whom he appealed. Acts 
XXV. Festus was very dili- 
gent in his efforts to put an 
end to the disturbances, 
which had become so fre- 
quent in Judea from robbe- 
ries, &c. in tiie reign of Felix, 
but took no trouble to inves^ 
tigate the claims of Christ! 
anity, and when Paul spoke 
of its mysteries, thought that 
much learning had made him 
mad. Acts xxvi. He died 
about A. D. 62. 



FlG-tf REE, a well known 
tree, which flourishes in 
warm countries. It attains 
a good degree of perfection4n 
the most southern of theUnited 
States. The fruit is nutritious 
and medicinal,and is exported, 
in a dried state, to every part 
of the world. The leaves of 
the tree are very large, on 
which account Adam and 
Eve made aprons of them. 
The tree itself is large, and 
some have been mentioned 
which would shelter three 
hundred men. Christ blast- 
ed a fig-tree on which he 
found no fruit, though'* the 
time of figs was not yet," — 
that is, the time of gathering 
figs had not quite arrived. 
The tree was, therefore, ev- 
idently barren, and had not 
already been stripped. Matt, 
xxi. 19. The goodness of 
God is remarkably apparent 
in this tree. It flourishes i» 
rocky, barren places, where 
almost nothing else will 
grow ; and a single tree (says 
Tournrfort) will sometimes 
produce two hundred and 
ef^hty pounds of figs. So 
valuable was this tree in the 
land of Canaan, that to have 
it killed, or even to have it 
fail of its annual fruit, was 
reckoned a dreadful calamity. 
Joel i. 6, 7. Habb. iii. 17. 

FIGURE, shape, resem- 
blance. Idols are called fig- 
ures, because they are made 
after the likeness of some 
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original form. Acttivii. 43 
Adam, Isaac, &c. atid some 
ancient ceremonies, were 
figures or types, as they 
shadowetli forlh Jesus Clirist. 
Rom. V. 14. Heb. xi. 19, and 
is. 9. Baptism is called a 
figure; its washing of wa- 
ter shadows forth the wash- 
ing of our souls in the blood 
of Christ. 

FIRKIN, a Greek meas- 
ure, equal, it is thought, to 
four gallons and a half; that 
is, about a fourth part of a 
bath. Johnii. 6. 

FIR-TREE. The fir-tree 
of Palestine is a very tall, 
straight ever green, abound- 
iag with a gum called rosin. 
Its fruit soiiiowhat resembles 
burrs of the pine tree. The 
wood was anciently used for 
musical instruments, build- 
ing, and furniture of houses 
and ships. It was the chosen 
abode of the stork. Psl. civ. 
17. Jesus Christ is compar- 
ed to a green fir-tree. 
Hos. xiv. 8. His people are 
likened to fir-trees. Isaiah 
xli. 19, and Iv. 13, and 
Ix. 13. 

FISHES were created on 
the fifth day, by the word of 
Grod's power. Some are of 
monstrous size, and some are 
too small to be seen without 
powerful glasses. Their sit- 
uation has ever prevents an 
accurate knowledge of their 
number, structure, or man- 
ners. Linneus reckons sev- 



eral hundred different spe- 
cies ; and doubtless many ex- 
ist in the vast extent and pro- 
fundity of ocean, which have 
never come under human ob- 
servation. Even when drawn 
from their watery abode, and 
the form examined and de- 
scribed, their migrations, pur- 
suits, and pleasures remain 
concealed in most cases. The 
sea not affording vegetable 
food in the profusion thit is 
seen on land, the natives of 
the deep subsist by preying 
on each other. Were it not 
for this arrangement, the 
vast regions of water would 
have been a dreary vaccuum 
in the system of nature. The 
fecundity and longevity of 
fishes is adapted to this order 
of things. A single cod will 
produce in a season nine mil- 
lions of eggs ; a iloapder a- 
bove a million, anjp mack- 
erel five hundred thousand. 
Large fish live on small ones, 
and these find food in tho 
surplus spawn of such as 
have been named. Thus 
myriads of creatures partake 
of the pleasure of existence, 
in an element which would 
otherwicie have been a silent 
WMte. Under the Hebrew 
law, none were called clean 
and allowed to be eaten, but 
such as had fins and scales, 
so that lobsters, oysters, &c. 
were prohibited. 
FLAGON, a vessel or cruise 
usually intended for wine^ 



FLE 



73 



FLO 



and containing about a pint. 
2 Saio. vi. 19. 

FLAX; a plant of which 
linen is made. Fgypt car- 
ried on a great trade in the 
article of linen ; and the de- 
struction of the flax, in one 
of the plagues of Moses, must 
have been a great calamity. 
When it is said the flax had 
" boiled,'* it means the seed 
vessels had begun to assume 
their roundish form. See 
Lamp. 

FLAY, to strip off the skin ; 
a punishment used in some 
countries upon great offend 
ers, by which, they were 
slowly killed, with the ut- 
most suffering. Mic. iii. 3. 
Some of the early Christians 
were martyred in 'this man- 
ner. 

FLESH, thnt soft part of 
any animal, which lies be- 
tween the skin and the bone. 
The word is used in Scrip- 
ture for living men, and ani- 
mals in i^eneral : for the 
whole nature ot man, as it 
cpmeth into the world infect- 
ed with sin : Rom. vii. 5. 
viii. 8 : for all that iu religion 
which is outward, and to be 
seen with the eye, as moral 
fvorks or ceremonies of the 
law : Rom. iv. 1, Gal. iii. 3: 
for the remainder of natural 
corruptions, which acts in op- 
position to the Spirit in regen- 
erated persons. Rom. vii. 18, 
25. Gal. V. 17, 24. Flesh 
also signifies the human na- 
F 



ture of Christ, whereby his 
divine nature was Tailed, e- 
ven as the mercy-seat, and 
the most holy place were by 
the vail. Heb. z. 20. It is 
also taken for the outward 
appearance. John viii. 15. 
** A heart of flesh " denotes 
a tender, tractable temper 
and disposition of soul. 

FLOOD, an inundation or 
collection of waters. The 
Red sea is so called, Psh Ixvi. 
6, and heavy rains, Matt vii. 
25, and by a figure, great af- 
flictions, PsI. Ixix. 15, violent 
efforts of the enemies of the 
church, Isa. lix. 19, &c. 

In most instances where 
this word occurs, it means 
that awful deluge which 
once destroyed the earth, and 
which is described in Gene- 
sis. Noah with his family, 
and the various animals which 
God brought to him, were 
preserved m the ark, which 
was their habitation for about 
a year. This memorable e- 
vent is computed to have oc- 
curred A. M. 1666. Per- 
sons and things existing pre- 
vious to it are often called 
antediluoian. Of this won- 
derful event, most heathen 
nations have, to this day, some 
traces of tradition, and many 
ancient Gentile writers allude 
to it The present state of 
the earth furnishes also many 
evidences of its having oc>- 
curred. Trees, teeth, Iwnes, 
sea-shells, ike. &c. are often 
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found on the tops of moun- 
tains, or buried in the earth. 
In the hardest strata, in solid 
rocks, in beds of marl, and in 
the bottoms of mines. 

FLOOR, the bottom of a 
room. 1 Kings vi. 15. The 
place where corn was thrfeSh- 
ed out. Hos. ix. 1. Judges 
vi. 37. See Threshing- 
Fjloor. 

FLOTES; flat bottomed 
vessels, such as are now call- 
od scows ; or a collection of 
trees, fastened together by 
ropes, to be drawn along by 
water, in the manner we 
make a raft. 1 Kings v. 9. 

^OOL, an idiot, or a very 
weak man ; one who fore- 
( sees not evils to prevent them 
and neglects the season of 
obtainin<; what is good. In 
the language of Scripture, a 
sinner in opposition to a pru- 
dent man ; one who makes 
something in this world his 
highest aim, and spends his 
chief time and labor about it, 
to the neglect of infinitely 
higher interests. Tbose who 
upbraid their brethren as fools 
are in dangjcrof hell. Matt. 
V. 22. Whatever is without 
good reason, and does not se 
'Cure men's true and eternal 
advantage, is foolish ; and 
hence we read of foolish talk 
ing, foolish lusts, foolish ques- 
tions, &c. Eph. V. 4.- 1 Tim. 
vi. 9. Tit. iii. 9. 

FOOT, that on which any 
animal or thing stands, or 



is supported ; a measure of 
twelve inches. In old times, 
it was customary to wash the 
feet of strangers after a jour- 
ney, because they either 
walked barefoot, or wore on- 
ly sandals. Gen. xviii. 4. 
xix. 2. xxiv. 32. Widows, 
maintained by the church, 
were to be such as had wash- 
ed the feet of the saints ; 
that is, had been ready to do 
the meanest services for the 
servants of God. 1 Tim. v, 10. 
Our blessed Saviour washed 
the feet of his apostles, and 
though there is not sufficient 
reason for regarding this as 
a positive institution, like the 
Lord's supper, yet it most 
plainly syul movingly shows 
that Christians, are to be 
very affectionate and ready 
to perform the most humble 
services for one another. 

FORGIVE, to pardon an of. 
fence. To forgive sin is the 
prerogative of God only. 
And agreeably dto this, the 
God of Jacob says, " I, even 
I, am He that blotteth out 
thy transgressions." Isaiah 
xliii. 25. When the Phari- 
sees, who denied the divinity 
of Christ, heard him forgiving 
sins, they said, " this men 
blaspliemeth." Matt. ix. 8. 
Christ having exercised this 
power, proves him to be di- 
vine. Acts. V. 31. 

FOX. There is reason to 
think that the word ihuol^ 
moans ixjaekaU^ and not a fox; 
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and that the true fox is not 
mentioned in all the Scrip- 
ture. The Psalmist, speak- 
ing of his enemies, says, 
** they shall be a portion for 
foxep." Ps. Uiii. 10. The 
fox does not prey on carrion; 
and the meaning seems to be, 
jackalls shall tear them out 
of their graves, or devour 
them unburied. Nor are 
foxes fond of grapes, as 
jackalls are known to be 
Cant. ii. 15. Samson might 
have ' caught jackalls by 
scores, but the fox is scarce- 
ly ever found in Judea. The 
country of jackalls is Asia 
Minor and ttie neighbouring 
countries. They choose hil 
ly places, boldly approach 
travellers, and at night en 
t^r villages, always going in 
troops. . The jackall is not so 
large as a wolf, but rather 
larger than a fox, and lives 
on small animals, grapes, 
vegetables, and carcnsscs. 

FRANK'INCENSE, a 
gum, anciently much burnt 
in temples, and now used in 
medicine. It distils from in 
cisions made in the tree dur- 
ing the heat of the summer, 
and when placed on live 
coals, sends up a dense fra 
grant smoke. Some frank 
incense is brought from the 
East Indies : but it is nol e- 
qual to that of Arabia or Syr- 
ia. The form of the frank- 
incense tree, Pliny saysj is 
like a pear-tree. Frankin- 



cense is still used in the Po** 
pish ceremonies, as well as 
by Heathens. Ex. xxx. 34. 
Luke i. 10. Rev. viii. 4. 

FRONTLET, See Phy- 
lacteries. 

FROG. There are two 
species of frog, one of which 
lives in the water, and the 
other on the land. The for- 
mer kind was made the 
plague of Egypt, when Ib- 
rael was cruelly detained in 
slavery. As the frog, in E* 
gypt, was the emblem of 
OsiriSj it was held sacred by 
the people ; and this plague 
is one of th^ many evident 
i nstaiices when Jehovah pun- 
ishes men by means of the 
very things they improperly * 
regard. This is still more ap- 
parent when we consider 
that the Nile, in which they 
were produced, was suppos- 
ed by the Egyptians to be 
pecufjarly sacred, and de- 
serving of religious venera- 
tion. Though the frog is 
not venomous, such legions 
of them penetrating every 
place, and filling their food 
and beds, rendered life intol- 
erable. When it is said, Psl. 
Ixxviii. 45, *< He sent frogi^ 
and destroyed them," it pro- 
bably m.eans that the stench 
of them when killed, infect- 
ed the air, and swept off 
many by pestilence. Be- 
cause fro^s showlhemeelves 
most actively after a rain, 
some have foolishly imagin- 
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rd that they are produQ|d by See our Saviour's doctrine, 
rain, or descend with it! 



FRUIT, the produce of 
the earth, plants, &c. Fruit 
of cattle, is their young. 
Fruit of the body, signifies 
children. Deut. xviii. 4. 
*' Fruit of the lips," is the 
sacrifiGC of praise and thanks- 
giving. Heo.xiii. 15." Fruits 
meet for repentance," are 
such a holy life and conver- 
sation, as manifest the reali- 
ty of repentance. Matt. iii. 8 
^* Fruits of the Spirit," mean 
love both to God and our 
neighbours, and those gra 
cious habits v\rrought by the 
Spirit in the soul -, as joy, 
peace, long-sufTering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, and temperance. Gal 
V. 22, 23. " Fruits of righte- 
ousness," Phil. i. 11, are such 
good works and holy actions 
as spring from a gracious 
frame of heart Fruit is ta- 
ken, for a -rharitable contri 
bation, which is the fruit or 
effect of faith and love. Rom. 
XV. 28. Fruit, when spoken 
of good men, means the 
^uits or works of righteous- 
ness and holiness; but in re- 
gard to wicked men, it de- 
.signates the effects of sin, 



Matt. vii. 16. 

FULL, fulness. (L) De- 
siring no more of a thing. 
Isa. i. 11. "I am full of the 
burnt offerings of rams." (2.) 
Perfect, that which wants no- 
thing 2 Johns. (3.) Such 
as are puffed up with a con- 
ceit of their own sufficien- 
cy and worth, so as to feel 
no need of Christ. Luke vi. 
26. " Wo unto you that are 
full." To be " full of years," 
is to have lived to a good old 
age. Gen. xxv. 8. " The 
fulness of time," is the time 
wherein the Messiah appear- 
ed, which was appointed by 
God, promised to the fathers, 
foretold by the prophets, ex* 
pected by tha Jews them- 
selves, and earnestly longed 
for by all who looked* for re- 
demption : the fulness of this 
time is when that time was 
fully come. Gal. iv. 4. 
The "fulness of God," is 
such a measure of perfection 
as God hath appointed ta 
every one of the elect 
through Christ. Eph. iii. 
19. "That he might be fill- 
ed with all the fulness of 
Godj" is sharing in the 
most ample manner in the 



immorality, and wickedness, unsearchable riches of Christ. 
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GAB'BATHA, a word of 
Chaldee or Syrian origin, 
which means the pavementy 
a large court or apartment, 
used as a court room. John 
x\x. 13. 

GABRlEt, the name of 
the archan;?e1, mentioned 
Luke i. II, 26, who appear 
ed at different times to Dan- 
iel, Zttcharias, &c. It is 
doubtful if there be i 
than one archangel, as the 
word never occurs in the 
plural. Some learned men 
think the term is applied to 
Christ. 

GAD'ARA, the capital of 
Penea, in Coelo-Syria, stood 
about four miles eastward of 
the^ea of Tiberias. Great 
numbers of swine were kept 
here, which was directly 
contrary to the Mosaic law. 
When t!hrist, in healing two 
possessed persons, suffered 
the devils to enter their herd 
ofgpvine, and drown them, 
instead of being humbled by 
their punishment, they be- 
sought the Saviour to leave 
their country. About forty 
years after, the city was 
burnt by the Romans. Mat- 
thew (chap. viii. 38,) calls 
this the country of the 
Gergesenes, because Ger- 
gesa was the name of the 
coontry where Gadara stood, 



or was a city near to Gad- 
ara ; and Christ healed the 
possessed men on the bor- 
der betwixt the two, or in a 
place common to both. 
Mark v. 1. It is now called 
Kadar, and sometimes Oom 

GaLATIA, a province of 
Asia Minor, north of Lyca- 
onia. About 175 years be- 
fore Christ, it was reduced 
to a Roman province. The 
gospel was planted here by 
Paul, who wrote an epistle 
to these churches. Acts xvi. 
Deiotarus, for whom Tully 
interceded, was king of this 
country. About A. D. 266, 
it was overrun by the Goths > 
and aflerward became a 
province of Turkey. It is 
now called JVatolia. 

GAL'BANUM, an odorif- 
erous gum, supposed by Lin- 
naeus, to be obtained oy in- 
cision from the ferula gaU 
baniferaf which grows in 
Arabia, Syria, Africa, &c. 
It constituted an ingredient 
the holy anointing oil. 
Expdus XXX. 34. 

GALILEE, the northern' 
part of Canaan, comprehend- 
ing Issachar, Zebulun, Nap- 
thali, and Asher. The up- 
per part was called GalUee^- 
of the Gentiles t from its con- 
taining many Gentile inhab* 
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itanta, out of the neighbour- 
ing nations ;' as the Phoeni- 
cians, Syrians, t&c. This 
mixture of population cor- 
rupted the dialect ; hence. 
Peter ^as detected by his 
speech. Mark xiv 70. Our 
Saviour, and most of the dis- 
ciples were educated here ; 
and here were most of the 
miracles wrought. On this 
account, Jesus and hjuk fol- 
lowers were often Ml led 
Galileans. Luke xxiii. 6. 
Acts ii. 7. 

Galilke, sea of See 
Gcnesareth. 

GALLIO was brother to 
Seneca, the famous moral 
ist, and adopted son of Lu- 
cius Junius Gnllio, for whom 
he '*was named. Under 
CiSudins, he became gov- 
ernor of Achaia. He acted 
as a judge very mildly and 
properly, when a rabble, un- 
der the influence of Sosthe- 
ncs, accused Paul; but he 
dreadfully erred in not in- 
quiring into the nature of 
fchrislianity, and accepting 
its salvation. During the 
feign of the furious Nero, 
he was put to death. 

GARnVIENT. It was the 
custom when great men^of 
the east gave a feasty to 
make a present to each guest 
of a robe to wear on that oc- 
casion ; and sometimes the 
silver or gold cup out of 
which they drank, was also 
added. This explains Alatt. 



xxii. 11 — 13, which niight 
otherwise seem severe. The 
man acted contemptuously , 
and insultingly, and merited 
his doom : as all do who 
reject the robe of Christ's 
righteousness. Princes, espe- 
cially great kings and priests, 
generally wore white gair 
mcnts ; such were also worn 
on the occasions of great 
joy and gladness. Eccl. ix. 
8. In mourning, men gen- 
erally wore sackcloth, or 
hair-cloth. Prophets, when 
their messages were terri- 
ble, and the times dark, oft 
wore a mourning dress of 
coarse stuff or skin. 2 Kings 
i. 7, 9. Matt. iii. 4. False 
prophets, in order to deceive 
the people, clothed them- 
selves after th« same man- 
ner. Zech. xiii. 4. It was 
common to lay up stores of 
raiment, as tlie fashion of 
dress does not alter in ihe- 
east. Hence the Saviour 
warns men of the folly of 
laying up treasures which 
the moth may consume. 
Matt. vi. 19. Luke xii. ^. 
James v 2. 

GATE, the entrance to a 
residence or fortified place. 
A large room was built/over. 
the gate on the wall o^the 
city,' used as a council (rjl))^*- 
ber, and court of justicfev^r 
town hall. We have r:re- " 
markable example of the 
mode of procedure, in the 
fourth chapter of Ruth. It 
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was here that Absalom made 
his seditious speeches. 2 
Sam. XV. Mordecai sat at 
the king's gate, not a poor 
mendicant, but as a judge ; 
and therefore Uaman said, 
" All this availeth mc noth- 
ing, so long as I see Morde- 
cai the Jew sitting at the 
king's gate." Esther v. 13. 
Peace and war were pro- 
claimed from the gate ; and 
hence, *' the gates of hell," is 
a proper expression for the 
power and influence of hell, 
which shall not prevail a- 
gainst the church. Matt. xvi. 
18. 

GATH, a city of Philistia, 
the capital of the people 
called Giifites, It stood 14 
roilcs south of'Joppa, and 
was one of the most ancient 
cities in the world. It still 
exists, though now a place 
of small consequence. Its 
present name is Jebna. 

Several other places ap- 
_ pear to have gone under 
this name. One in Galilee. 
where Jonah was born, 
Josh. xix. 13. 2 Kings xiv. 
25 ; one in the trihe of Dan, 
and another in Manasseh. 
Josh. xxi. 24. 

GAZA. (1.) A city of 
the Ephraimitea, 1, Chron. 
vii, 28, now culled Razza, 
(2.) A city between Pales- 
tine and Egypt, and about 
two miles sind a half from 
the Mediterranean sea. It 
was anciently a city of the 



Philistines, but given to tho 
tribe of Juciah, \vj|o con- 

Suered it, after tlie^reath of 
oshua. Judg. i. 18. The 
Philistines retook it, and kept 
possession of it till the reign 
of David. Samson carried 
the gates of it almost to He- 
bron, and afterward was im- 
prisoned, and died in it. Jud. 
xvi. During the reign of 
David it was conquered by 
the Jews, and remained sub- 
ject to them many years. 
During the conquests of 
Alexander, it was laid waste; 
and a new town of the same 
name, being laid out not 
far distant, it fell into de- 
cay, and became desolate, 
according to the pra^ic- 
tion, Zeph. ii. 4. The ©Id 
town is teferrf'd to" in Acts 
viii. 26, as " Gaza which is 
deserts" 

GENEALOGY, a list of 
ancestors; an account or 
history of the rise, progress, 
and present state of any per- 
s«m or family, showing the 
regular descent. The ex- 
actness of the Jews in thi», 
respect, was ordered by the 
special providence of God, 
that it might be certainly 
known, of what tribe and 
family the Messiah was born. 
After the birth of Christ, 
such circumspection was un- 
necessary ; and if persisted 
in, coulJi only indicate an 
unchristian pride of ances- 
try, as will appear from the 
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words of the apostle Paul 
1 Tina. i. 4. Tit. iii. 9. 

GKRATION, signifioa 
in Scripture, (1.) Posterity, 
offspring. Gen. x. 1. Qi,) Line 
of descent. The "book of the 
generation of Jesus Christ," 
is a history of his hneage, 
life, and death. Matt. i. 1. 
^* This generation shall not 
pass away, till all these 
things be fulfilled," means 
that the people living in the 
time of Christ, should not 
be all dead, when Jerusalem, 
and the Jewish nation,wouId 
be ruined by the Romans. 
Hatt. xxiv. 34. The word 
may here be applied to the 
Jewish nation, which our 
Lord foretels should not pass 
away till his second coming. 
In fulfiiment of this prophe- 
cy, we see them subsisting 
at this day, a distinct and 
separate generation. In 
Christ's time, the Jews were 
a faithless, perverse, and un- 
. toward- generation. Mark 
ix. 19. Acts ii. 40. The 
saints are'^a chosen genera- 
tion," a generation dedicat^^d 
to the Lord. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 

GENES'ARETH, a fine 
lake, sixteen miles long, and 
five or six broad. Its wa- 
ters are exceedingly sweet 
and pure, and abound with 
fish. The northern coast is 
sdid^to be covered with basal- 
tes, lava, and other volcanic 
productions. Its edges are 
no| marshy, but form sandy 



beaches, from which fine 
hills rise, covered once 
with the beauty of cultiva- 
tion, but now silent and 
drear. It is very subject, 
from the character of the 
surrounding hills, to sudden 
gusts of wind ; and when 
these come from the south, 
and oppose the current of 
the Jordan, its surface is 
very rough, as was the case 
when Christ walked on the 
water to his disciples. Matt. 
xiv. 24 — 26. It is the same 
as the Sea of Tiberias, John 
xxi. 1, and Sea of Galilee, 
Matt. iv. 18, and xiv, 34. 

GENESIS, the name of 
the first book of the Holy 
Scriptures. This title is 
derived frojm a Greek word, 
which signifies generation j 
or beginning. The book 
contains an account of the 
beginning or creation of tho 
world, and settles forever, 
that question which heathen 
sages could never decide 
from whence sprung this 
earth, and its inhabitants. 
The disclosure of this grand 
truth, that the Author of all 
things is one <;IoTious, su« 
preme, and self-existent Be- 
m^, establishes the grand 
principle and foundation of 
all religion and morality, and 
is the great source of com- 
fort and hope to the human 
family. 

This book comprises a 
period of 2369 years ) and 
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beside the history of the ere- 
' ation, it contains an account 
of man's original innocence; 
bis fall ; the pro])agation of 
mankind ; the rise of reli- 
gion ; the corruption of the 
world \ the deluge ; the re- 
peopling and division of the 
, earth ; the history of the 
first patriarchs ; apd the set- 
tlement of Israel in Egypt. 
It was written by Moses ; 
probably during his exile in 
thelan«*-of Midian. 

GENTILE, a term ap 
plied by the Jews to all who 
were not of their religion ; 
one ignoiant of the true 
God ; a Heathen or Pagan, 
sometimes called a Greek. 
St. Paul is commonly called 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
or Greeks, 1 Tim. ii. 7, as 
he was principally sent to 
preach Christ to them ; 
whereas St. Peter and the 
other Apostles preached 
generally to the Jews, and 
were therefore called the 
Apostles of the circumcis- 
ion. Gal. ii. 7. That the 
ancient and godly Jews de- 
sired the conversiorl of the 
Gentiles, appears from the 
prayer which Solomon ad- 
dresses^ to God afler the 
dedication of the temple. 1 
Kings viii. 41—43. The 
Psalmist says that the Lord 
shall give the Gentiles to 
the Messiah for an inheri- 
tance. Ps. ii. 8. And the 
Christian church is now 
G 



composed almost wholly of 
Gentiles. 

GER'IZIM, a fine moun- 
tain in the tribe of Ephraim, 
on w'hich the Samaritan 
temple was built^ because 
the Jews would not allow 
the Samaritans to help them 
to build their temple. 2 
Kings xVfi. Ezra iv. This 
temple Vras destroyed by 
Hyrcanus, 129 years before 
Christ ; but the Samaritans 
have continued to esteem 
the spot sacred, even to this 
day, oAen going there to 
worship God. John iv. 20. 
It is about one thousand feet 

cfERSHONITES, a branch, 
of the priestly race, descend- 
ed from GershoHj the eldest 
son of Levi. 

GETHSEM'ANE, a re- 
tired garden at the foot of 
the Mount of Olives. Luke 
xxii. 40. The remains of a 
stone wall are yet seen, and, 
eight ancient olive trees. 

GIBEAH, a city of Ben- 
jamin, situated on a fine hill 
4 miles north of Jerusalem. 
Josh. XV. 57. It was for a 
while the royal residence of 
Saul. 

GIBEON, a city 5 miles 
north of Jerusalem, the in- 
habitants of which deceived 
Joshua by sending a depu- 
tation to him to make a trea- 
ty of peace, whose dress, dbo; 
indicated that they had come 
from a very great distancei 
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and consequently did not 
belong to any of the nations 
which God had commanded 
them to destroy ) and whose 
country they were to occu- 
py. The covenant was kept 
by the Hebrews, though 
thus falsely obtained -, and 
instead of being destroyed, 
they were made to serve as 
hewiBrs of wood, and draw- 
ers of water. Joshua ix. 
and X. 

GIFT, that which is giv- 
en without pay. It is ap- 
plied in an eminent manner 
to Jesus Christ, God's " un- 
speakable gif\.'* Our Lord 
tays to the woman of Sa- 
maria, '' If thou knewest the 
.gift of God, viz. Him that 
saith to thee, give roe to 
"drink," &c. John iv. 10 
When Christ ascended up 
on high, he received gifts 
ft>r the rebellious. Psl. Ixviii. 
18. Of those ho pouTed 
down on the day of rente- 
cost, and gave some apos- 
tles, prophets, &c. Faith is 
the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8 ; 
and as the wages bf sin is 
death, so eternal life is the 

fift of God. Rom. vi. 23. 
Ivery good and perfect gift 
comes from God. James i. 
17. The gifts and calling 
of God are without repent- 
ance ; that is, what he hath 
given, according to his di- 
vine and eternal purpose, 
cannot be reversed. 
GILEAD, a mountainous 



district extending from Leb* 
anon to Moab, eastward of 
the river Jordan, famous for 
balm, Jer. viii. 22, and for 
pasture. Songs iv. 1. The 
northern part of this range 
was called Bashan. 

GIRDLE, any thing bound 
round the waist. It is 
still necessary in the east, 
because of the long, loose 
raiment worn by both sexes. 
Girdles of leather were 
orn in token of ijumility, 
by Elijah, 2 Kings i. 8, 
and John the Baptist, Afatt. 
iii. 4. Girdles of sackcloth 
were the marks of humilia- 
tion, and worn in times of 
mourning. Isa. iii. 24. To 
have the loins girded, Luke 
xii. 35, is to be always pre- 
pared for any service that 
God may require, and be 
like servants who are ready 
to obey their master's com- 
mands. 

GLASS. According to 
Pliny a^d Tacitus, the Phe- 
nicians were the inventors 
of glass. Looking glasses 
were, in early times, made 
of plates of metal highly 
polished. Exod. xxxvui. 8. 
The Ethiopians anciently 
preserved their dead bodies 
m large glasses. The in- 
vention of burning glasses 
is commonly ascribed to Ar^ 
chimedeSf of Sicily, who liv- ' 
ed about two hundred years 
before Christ. The word of 
God is compared to a glass. 
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THE ROCK GOAT. 

Called by Pliny, Gesner, Ac. Ibkx ; by BufTon, 
Sonnini, &c. Bouquetin. The Germans' familiar 
name of this animal is Stein-Bock, or Buck of the 
Rock. Found in all the great mountains of northern 
Europe and Asia. 
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b^caase it repreneota to as 
our real character, as a glass 
does the face. James i. 23, 
25. This is one great inter- 
nal evidence of the truth of 
Revelation. 

GLORIFY, to pay divine 
honour ; to make glorious ; 
to exalt to glory or dignity. 
Thus God glori^es his peo- 
pie by adorning tlfetn^with 
gifls and graces in this world, 
and by bringing them to the 
full possession of glory and 
blessedness in heaven. We 
are said to glorify God, when 
we ascribe to him the glory 
of e^ry excellency, wneth- 
er of natur« or of "grace, 
Rev, iv. 11 J when we be- 
lieve God's promises, and 
wait for the performance, 
Rom. iv. 20 ; when we pub- 
lickly acknowledge true re- 
ligion, or any special truth 
of God, that is generally 
ly opposed, Luke xxiii. 47 ', 
when we suffer for God, 1 
Pet. iv. 16 ; when we give 
thanks to God for benefits or 
deliverances, Luke xvii. 16 ; 
when on the Sabbath, we 
devote ourselves only to th^ 
service of God, Isa. Iviii. 
VS'r and when we love, 
praise, admire, and esteem 
Christ above all. 

God the Father is glori- 
fied in Christ the Mediator, 
by his obedience unto death, 
whereby the work of man's 
redemption was consumma- 
ted^ and the justice, wisdofn^ 



mercy, and holiness of God 
made manifest. 
^ God glorified Christ, by 
manifestly owning him to be 
his Son ;* by sustaining his 
human nature against the 
gates of hell, in his tempta- 
tions and sufferings ; and by 
enabling him to triumph over 
his people's enemies in his 
resurrection, ascension, and 
exaltation to his Father's 
right hand. John xvii. 1. 

GLORY. (1 ) The un- 
speakable blessedness of the 
saints in heaven. (2.) World- 
ly splendour and greatness. 
*' The heavens declare the 
^lory of God ;" that is, man- 
liest his infinite wisdom, 
power, and goodness, <aiid 
ought to excite our grati- 
tude, love, adoration, and 
praise. The miracles which 
uur Saviour wrought mani- 
fested- his glory, or his divine 
power. John ii. H. 

GOAT, a wc!l known ani- 
mal, of which there are sev- 
eral varieties. The kind 
most common in Palestine, 
is not very unlike those 
of the United States, but 
has longer hair, which is 
manufactured into cloth. 
There is a species called 
Rock Goatt mentioned in 
several passages of Scrip- 
ture, ana whicii, being of a 
singular form, is represented 

I in the annexed encraving. 
Its size is less than the com* 
men wild goat. The horns 
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are of extraordinary size, 
bending back over the ani- 
mal's body, sometimes to the 
length of three feet. Like 
other goats, it is peculiarly 
adapted for climbing, and 
delights in the most rugged 
mountains, staying at great 
elevation. Job xxxix. 1 
Ps. civ. 8. 1 Sam. xxiv. 2. 

GOD, the Supreme, Al- 
mighty, and.£ternal One, of 
whom are all things. How- 
ever ignorant of the true 
characterof God, all men, in 
all ages, have, in one degree 
or another, acknowledged 
the existence of a God. 

The names applied to the 
Godhead in Scripture are, 
£1, Adonai, Jehovah j and 
these have each their re- 
spective significations, ap- 
plicable to the characters in 
which God has been pleased 
to reveal himself. The words 
Jehovah Elohim, occur more 
than once in Genesis, as the 
nameof the Godhead. ''And 
the Lord God (Jehovah £- 
lohim) said, Behold the man 
is become, like one of us." 
Gen. iii. 22. One of us, un- 
avoidably implies a plurali- 
ty of persons. No reason- 
ing caa do away the force 
of this and many similar 
instances which might be 
adduced. Men may talk in 
a general way about the 
power, goodness, and other 
attributes of God ; but, from 
the Scriptures only, can we 



form any just ideas of these 
attributes. 

GODHEAD means the 
nature or essence of God. 
Col. ii. 9. Rom. i. 20. Acts 
xvii. 29. 

GODLINESS, the whole 
revelation of God: Thus 
Paul says, " Great is the 
mystery of godliness." 1 
Timjiii.iG. It sometimes 
means the imitation of God, 
by a holy life.. ITim. ii.2. 
2 Pet. iii. 11. 

GODLY, that which pro- 
ceeds from, or resembles 
God ; thus godly sorrow, is 
the sorrow which Go^only 
can pruduo«, and wurketh 
repentance. 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
Godiy fear is that fear of 
God which is the beginning 
of wisdom, Heb. xii. 28; 
and a godly man is he who 
loves God from a sense of 
much forgiveness. Psl. xii. 1. 

GOG and Ma goo are terms 
usually joined together in 
Scripture, on which critics 
have expended much unsat- 
isfactory labour. The prob- 
ability seems to be that tho 
northern barbarians ard 
meant, or some of the tribes 
comprehended under the 
general term Scythians, 
whose irruptions into civil- 



ized Europe aiid Asia were 

so dreadful. 

and xxxix. Rev. xx. 8. 



so dreadful. Ezek. xxxviii. 



GOLD, the most precious 
metal ; seldom found in a 
state of ore, but id a oativo 
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state ; though' even native 
gold has almost always some 
mixture of other metals. Na- 
tive gold is found in pure 
masses, from the smallest 
grains up to the magnitude 
of 12 or 15 ounces, and oc- 
casionally much, larger. A 
mass found in ^||ufh Ameri- 
ca, weighing 132 ounces, is 
deposited in the Royal Cabi- 
net at Madrid. It is found 
mingled with the sand of 
many rivers, especially in 
Africa, South America and 
India. North Carolina, in 
the United States, is be- 
coming famous for its gold 
mines. Gold is often found 
bedded in stones of various 
kinds, and even in the earth 
at the depth of one hundred 
and fifty fathoms. It is 
the most ductile of all metals, 
an ounce of it, not larger 
than a common bullet, hav- 
ing been drawn into a wire 
two hundred and forty miles 
long ! It is incapable of oxi- 
dization, in a common fire, 
bat the heat produced by a 
galvanic discharge, can be 
made sufiiciont to convert 
the whole of the metal into 
a purple oxide. If exposed 
to the focus of a strong burn- 
ing glass, it files off in small 
iiarticles. It requires less 
neat to melt ^old than iron. 
GOL'GOTHA. See Cal- 
vary. 

GOLIATH, a famous giant, 
of Gath, whose lieight was 



eleven ieet four inches. Hii 
brazen helmet weighed about 
fifteen pounds avoirdupois*, 
his target, or collar affixed 
between his shoulders to de- 
fend his neck, about thirtjr ; 
his spear was twenty-six 
feet long,and its head weigh- 
ed thirty-eight pounds ; his 
sword four j his greaves on 
his legs thirty ; and his coat 
of mail one hundred and fif- 
ty-six ; and so the whole ar> 
mour, two hundred and sev- 
enty-three pounds weight. 

GOSHKN ; there are two 
districts so called in Scrip- 
ture, which it is very im- 
portant should not be con- 
founded. (1.) That portion 
of Egypt, allotted to the He- 
brews, and mentioned so of- 
ten in the books of Genesis 
and Exodus. (2.) A district 
of the Holy Land, included in 
the lot of Judah, and men- 
tioned, Joshua X. 41, and 
xi. 16, &c. 

GOSPEL, good news ; a 
revelation of the grace of 
God to fallen man, through 
a Mediator; and a means, 
which, by the Spirit, saves 
men from perdition. The 
word is also used to mean 
thenparrative of our Sav- 
iour's life, death, and res- 
urrection ; and sometimes 
for the doctrines contained in 
that narrative. The term is 
found in ancient Greek wri- 
ters. Plutarch, in his life of 
Pompey, says the messenjger 
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arrivod at Ponius, " bring- 
ing the gospel/' i. e. the 
joyful intelligence. 

The books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, are 
oommonly called Gospels. 
They show, as has been said, 
the' way of salvation. They 
also exhibit a morality in- 
comparably superior to that 
of all other books ; in for- 
bidding not only acts of sin, 
but the first risings of evil 
desires in the heart ; by in 
culcating the mild, passive, 
and loveljr virtues, instead 
of that high spirited and 
proud temper, which the 
world admires ; by requir- 
in^ the forgiveness of ene- 
mies, and the love of them 
that bate us ; by excluding 
irom our alms, devotions, 
and other virtues, all love of 
fame ; by laving down two 
great principles of morality, 
love to God, and love to men, 
and by deducing thence 
every other duty ; by exhib- 
iting a perfect exemplifica- 
tion of all thes^ excellencies 
in Christ; and by adding 
those awful sanctions which 
relate to an eternal world. 

The number of mankind 
living in nations enlight^ed 
by the gospel, is probRly 

THREE HUNDRED MILLIONS, 

only. Of these one half are 
Jdoman Catholics, and thirty 
millions are Greeks^ which 
churches are very corrupt. 
GRACE. Favour or mercy. 



Divine grace is the free 
and undeserved love and fa- 
vour of God, which is the 
spring and source of all the 
benefits we receive from 
him, especially redemption 
through Jesus Christ. Rom. 
xi. 6, Grace is taken for a 
lively se«s|^of ibis favour, 
or the love arid fear of God 
dwelling in the heart, 2 Cor. 
i. 12 ; and for the doctrine 
of the gospel, which pro- 
ceeds from the grace of God. 
GR££C£, in Hebrew, Ja- 
van, Isa. Ixvi. 19 ; ja country 
on the south-east of Europe ; 
largely taken, it contained 
the Peloponnesus, or Morea, 
Achaia, Thcssaly, Macedo- 
nia, if not also Epirus on 
the west of Macedonia, &c. ; 
but, more strictly taken, it 
contained the three former. 
It is about four hundred 
miles from south to northi 
and three hundred and fifly- 
six from east to west. Its 
present divisions are Mace- 
donia, Albania, Livadia, the 
Morea, the Archipelago, and 
Candia. It was probably 
peopled soon after tne flood. 
Few countries are more fa- 
voured by nature, as to its 
soil, climate and productions. 
Many of the most famous 
statesmen, orators, and gen- 
erals of antiquity, had tneir 
birth here. The arts and 
sciences in Greece attained a 
great eminence, as did alaa 
poetry and eloquence. 




TWO WOMEN GRINDING AT A MILL. 



HAG 



91 



HAL 



GRIND, to bruise small, 
as meal is bruised in a mill 
Anciently they had only 
hand-mills for grinding their 
meal. The stones were 
about the size of a common 
grind'Stofie. Women and 
slaves, such as Samson was 
at Gaza, and the Hebrews 
at Babylon, were usually the 
grinders. Jud. xvi. 21. Lam. 
V. 13. Thejr sat on each 
side of the mill, Matt. xxiv. 
41. It does not appear that 
there were any public mills 

OT hah^rft, o«oopt for-tbe ki n^ ; 
each family had a mill for 
itself, which being so neces- 
sary could not lawfully be 
taken in pledge or for a debt. 
I>ettt. xx\y. 6. As it wai 



customary to grind every 
evening, the desolation of a 
city is called " taking away* 
the sound of the mill stones." 
Jer. zxv. 10. A clear ap- 
prehension of the form of 
.the mill and method of oper- 
ating it, may be obtained, 
from the picture Christ's 
falling on men, and ** grind- 
ing them to powder," denotes 
his rendering them utterly 
miserable for their contempt 
and rejection of him. 

GRIZZLED, coloured 
with various shades: brind- 
led. When applied to horses, 
it perhaps means horses 
spotted, like dogs, with large 
patches of various colours, 
i^^ech. vi. 3. 
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HABAKKUK prophesi- 
ed during the reign of Ma- 
nasseh, and was cotempora- 
ry with Joremiah. 

HABER'GEON, a breast- 
plate worn by soldiers in 
former times. Ex. xxviii. 
32. The name seems to be 
given to a sort of lance or 
harpoon. Nehemiah iv. 16. 
Job xli. 26. 

HAGGAI, the first of the 
three Jewish prophets that 
flourished afler the captivi- 
ty, was born in Chaldea, 
and began his public work 
of propnesying, about seven- 



teen years after the return 
from Babylon. He, togeth- 
er with Zechariah, mightily 
excited and encouraged their 
brethren to finish the baild- 
ing of the temple, assur- 
ing them, that the Messiah 
should appear in the flesb, 
teach in the courts of the 
new tomple, and render it 
more glorious than the first. 
Ezra V. 1, 2. Haggai i. 
and ii. 

HALE or Haul, to drag 
violently. 

HALLELUJAH, a He- 
brew word signifying Prai»e 
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the Lordj frequently met 
with in the Psalms and Rov' 
elation. 

HALLOW, to reverence 
as holy. Matt. vi. 10. 

HAftf, the son of Noah, 
had four sons, viz. Cushi 
Mizralm, Phut, and Canaan. 
His posterity peopled Afri- 
ca, anid part of the west of 
Asia. They have been gen 
erally wicked and miserable, 
and few of them have hith- 
erto enjoyed the light of the 
gospel. From him the land 
of Egypt was called Chemiaf 
or the land of Ham. 

HAPLY; possibly, per- 
haps, perad venture. Mark 
xi. 13. Acta v.. 39. 

HARNESS, properly th< , 
furniture of a- horse, Jere- 
miah xlvi. 4 ; but it means 
more frequently a coat of 
^mail, or a set of defensive 
armour for a warrioi. 1 
Kings xxii 34. The child- 
ren of Israel went up out of 
Israel harnessedf that is, 
equipped for battle. 

IIARP, an instrument 
composed of a hollow base, 
witMwo branches, to which 
were fastened three, six, or 
nine strings. That kind in- 
vented by Jubal, the de- 
scendant of Cain, and used 
by the ancients, is now dis- 
used. From Isaiah's saying 
that his bowels soucdea in 
mourning as a harp, and 
from other evidences, it 
would seem that its sound 



was grave and plaintive. It 
was capable, however, of 
producing the most majes- 
tic sounds, suited to the hi|;h 
praises of God. 2 Sam. ▼! . 
5. During the captivity ia 
Babylon, the Levitical sing- 
ers hanged their harps, as 
useless, on the willow trees 
on the banks of the Euphra- 
tes and other rivers in Chal- 
dea. Ps. cxxxvii. 2. The 
Greeks and Romans had 
the use of the harp from the 
eastern barbarians. ' The 

modern harp is one^ of thft 

noblest of instruments, and 
is vastly superior in power 
and accuracy to those in 
ancient use. 

I HARVEST, the time of 
gathering the fruits of the 
earth. In Canaan it besan 
in March, and was finished 
about the middle of May. 
Any time of gainful labour 
is called harvest; hence a' 
*< sleeper in harvest oauseth 
shame" to himself and his 
friends. Prov. x. 5. A peo- 
ple ripened by sin for de- 
struction, are likened to a 
harvest ready for the sickle 
of God's vengeance. Isaiah 
xviii. 5. Joel iii. 13. Rev. 
xiv. 15. A remarkable time 
of success of the gospel is 
called harvest. Matt. ix. 37, 
38. John iv. 35. The day 
of judgment is likened to 
a harvest; then all things 
shall be ripe ibr a dissolu- 
tioQ, 



fl£A 



H£A 



HEAR, to receive Mfonds 
bjr the ear. To hear the 
word of God, means, a mere 
listening without laving to 
heart, watt. vxiii. id; and 
also to yield a willing assent 
in the wind, with a firm pur- 
pose to believe and obey it, 
John viii 47. God is said to 
hear prayer, vi^iien he grants 
f our requests. 

HEART. The seat ofthc 
afTections and passions. God 
only knows it. Jer. xvii. 10. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, who 
demonstrated his Godhead 
oil many occasions, »by 
searching the heart, de'- 
dares, . that from the heart 
of man proceeds eveiy evil. 
Matt. XV. 18. It is very ob- 
servable, that as the great 
evil which, in the human 
heart corrupts and defiles it, 
is unbelief ; so the only pu- 
rifier of the heart mention- 
ed in the Scripture is faith. 
Acts XV. 9. " With the heart 
man believetli unto righte- 
ousness," means, that sincere 
and saving faith engages the 
affections, Rom . x . 10. This 
is called the *^ righteousness 
of faith," Rom. iv. 13. 

HEATH, a lowly shrub, 
growing in desert places ; 
whence such barren spots 
are called in England heathiy 
iK^iether that plant be found 
on them or not. It bears no 
fruit, is worthless as fod- 
der, and is reckoned by Pliny 
among ** unhappy plants." 



Men who trust in' man and 
net in God, are ^* like the 
heath in the desert," which 
vainly strikes its roots into a 
soil not capable of giving it 
vigour. Jer. xvii. 6. To this 
lonely unpleasant plunt, per- 
sons are compared who fly 
their country or homes, and 
endure hardships in secluded 
places. Jer. xlviii.6. 

HEATHEN. This term 
was applied by the Jews to 
all who wer# not Hebrews, 
and is of the same import 
with the woid GentileyVimth 
see. It is now confined to 
those who worship false 
gods 'f and includes all those 
who arc not Jews, Mahom*- 
medans, or Christians. More 
than two thirds of the hu* 
man race beloAg^to this 
class. The countries which 
are yet pa^au' are all that 
part of Africa which lies 
between the trooic of Cancer 
and the Cape orGood Hope, 
the Aborigines o^A'^orihand 
South^nierica, China, Bur- 
mahy Hindostan, Tartary, 
Japan, and many islands in 
the Indian and other oceans. 
They are called Pagans, 
from the Greek word irttyn 
afountain^ or rural place ; 
or from the Latin word 
Pa^anuSy a countryman, or 
rustic, because Christianity 
was first taught and planted 
i# cities, while the ignorant 
country people adhered lon- 
ger to Their old superstitions. 
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It is a strong argument in 
favour of Christianity, that 
it seelu not concealment, to 
work on ignorance ; but 
comes forth to the day and 
challenges learning and pow- 
er. Its early conquests 
were in the chief cities of 
the earth, where education 
was most enjoyed ', and in 
all ages, learning and science 
have been its handmaids. 

HEAVEN, the habitation 
of God, 'whefc his power 
and glory are more immedi- 
ately and fully manifested, 
and where good angels «nd 
pure departed souls pay 
their continual adoration ; 
the residence or abode of 
the blessed ; the sacred man' 
sion of light, and joy, and 
glory, whdie the body will 
£e revived to a glorious life, 
snd the soul live in constant 
communion with God in 
Christ. It is sometimes 
used for the regions above, 
or that vast expanse where 
the stars are disposed . Gen 
f. 17. Sometimes for the 
common atmosphere or low- 
er region of air, where the 
birds fly. Job xxxv. 11. 

HEAVEOFFERING was 
the name given to portions 
of animals, grain, meal, 
fruits, &c. brought by the 
people fur the use of the 
Priests and Levites; and 
which were first ?ieaved%r 
toaved before God as an offer- 
ing to him. NumbA[v. 20. 



HEBREWS, descendants 
of Abraham. Some learned 
men suppose the name to 
be derived from Meber, 
an ancestor of Abraham. 
It is more probable that 
they received it from their 
coming from beyond the 
river, as the word means 
to pass ovei^ An << He- 
brew of the Hebrews," is 
one who is descended from 
Hebrew parents, both father 
and mother. Phil. iii. 5. 
Sometimes only those Jews 
were called Hebrews who 
spoke the Hebrew languase, 
in contra-distinction to the 
Jews who spoke xhe Greek. 
Actsvi. 1. 

WhentheE^OetoiheHe'' 
brews was written seems un- 
certain. Perhaps Paul wrote 
it towards the close of his 
first imprisonment at Rome. 

HE'BRON, called origi- 
nally Arba, or Eirjath-arte, 
bec&uae Jlrba, the noted gi- 
ant, was king of it. It was 
built on a hill, not long after 
the flood. Num. xiii. 22; 
and ^itood 22 ipiles south of 
Jerusalem. Here Anak and 
his father and sons dwelt; 
but Caleb receiving it for bis 
inheritance, expelled these 
giants, and it seems called 
it Hebron^ afler one of his 
sons. JoBh« xiv. 13, 14. It 
was made a city of refuge, 
and given to the priests. 
David reigned here sevea 
years over Judab, before he 
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^Aras crowned sole monarch 
of IsfHel. 2 Sarii. ii. li, 
and V. 3. Here Absalom 
first set up for king. 2 Sam. 
XV. It is now little else 
tban a heap of ruins, com- 
pared to its former extent 
and beauty ; — the number of 
houses is estimated at 400. 
It was visite4. by Mr, Fisk 
in 1824, who infijrms us that 
its present name is Haleel 
Rahman. 

HELL, the place of pun- 
ishment ibr the wicked after 
this life ; also the grave or 
state of the dead. By the 
**gates of hell," Matt, xvi 18, 
is meant the power and 
policy of the devil and his 
instruments. The expression 
is derived from the fact that 
-courts of legislation and 
justice were oAen held in 
rooms at or over the gates 
•of walled cities. It is there- 
fore equivalent to saying 
ihe cauTiseh of hell, 

HELM ET, a cap of metal 
or strong leather for protect- 
ing a soldier's head, 1 Sam 
xvit. 5, Salvation is God's 
helmet ; the hope of it ren- 
dering God's people coura- 
*^eous in their spiritual war- 
face. Eph.vi. 17. 1 Thes.v.8 

HERESY, an opinion con- 
trary to the fundamental 
.principles of religion, follow 
ed with obstinacy, and a firm 
refusal of convit^tion. Chris- 
tianity wassailed a sect or 
iieresy by TertuUus and the 



profane Jews. Acts xxiv. 
5,14. 

HEROD. Four persons 
of this name are mention- 
ed in the New Testament. 

L HsROD THE Great, 
the son of Antipater. His 
father is, by some, said to 
have been a Jew ; by others, 
an Idumean turned Jew. 
Herod was born about seven- 
ty years before our Saviour. 
He vanquished and extir- 
pated the family of the Mac- 
cabees about 37 years before 
Christ. To ingratiate him- 
self with the Jews, he re- 
built their temple, and ren- 
dered it exceedingly stately 
and glorious. When the 
wise men from the east 
made inquiry in Jerusalem 
for the new horn kine of 
the Jews, be resolved to 
murder him, while but an 
infant; and, under a pre- 
tence of a design to worship 
him, desired them to bring 
him back word where and 
how he might find him. 
Being disappointed, he or^ 
dered his soldiers to ^o and 
murder every child m and 
about Bethlehem, under two 
years old, that he might 
make sure of murdering the 
Messiah among them. He 
died in a miserable manner, 
a year or two after this atro- 
cious action. 

2. Herod Ahtipas had 
the tetiarchy of Galilee and 
Perea, by the last will of his 
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father Herbd the Great. 
He divorced his first wife, 
and took Herodias, the wife 
of Philip, who still lived. 
For this incestuous mar- 
riage, John the Baptist re- 
proved him, which caused 
the imprisonment, and final- 
ly the death of that great 
teacher. John xiv. 3 — 12. 

3. Herod Agrippa, the 
son of Aristobulus, grandson 
of Herod the Great, was 
appointed by Caligula to 

■^ the government of Abilene. 
AboU't A. D. 44, or perhaps 
49, he caused the murder of 
James the son of Zebedee. 
Observing the Jews pleased 
with this, he apprehended 
Peter, intending to murder 
him also, for their farther 
^ratification ; but Provi 
dence defeated his designs, 

'by cutting him off in a mis- 
erable manner at Cesarea. 

Jlcts zii. and xxiii. 35. 
tie had reigned seven or 
ten years, and been the fath- 
er of Agrippa, Bern ice, Dru- 

^silia, and Mariamne. 

4. Herod Agrippa ii., 
•son of the preceding, is men- 
^oned in the New Testa- 

"-nient, only by the name of 
Agrippa. Festus brought 
Paul before him, who almost 
{persuaded him to be a chris- 
tian. Acts zzv. and xxvi. 
After the destruction of Je- 
rusalem, he went* to Rome, 
where he died, aged 70. 
HERODIApS, a sect 



among the Jews, so named, 
fromHei^d the Great. It 
is thought, by some, he was 
regarded by them ajs the 
promised Messiah. 

HERMON, the most ele- 
vated summit in tl^e range 
of the Anti Lebanus ; 8950 
feet above the level of the 
sea. The Sidonians called 
it Sirion, and the Amorites, 
Shenir. Deut. iii. 9. The 
dew that falls on it is copi- 
ous and refreshing. Ps. 
cxxxiii. 3. The snow lies 
on it most part of the sum- 
mer, and was tbenee car- 
ried to Tyre, as ice is- 
brought into our cities, and 
sold \n the summer. 

HIN, a liquid measure, 
containing about three of 
our quarts. It was the sixth 
part 0^ an ephah. 

HINi\OM, see Tophet. 

HOMER, a Hebrew meas- 
ure of twenty-four bushels, 
thought to be the same as 
the Cor. Ezek. zlv. L4. 

HOLY ; pious, reli^ous, 
Mark vi. 20 * sacred, divine, 
Luke i. 73; hallowed, con- 
secrated to divine use, Matt, 
vii. 6, Luke ii. 23 ; pare, 
free from tlio pollution of* 
sin. Eph. 1. 4. Col. i. 9SL 
It is applied to the Trinity— 
to the Father, Lev. xiz.3| 
Ps. czlv. 17 ; to the Son, 
Psl zvi. 10. Luke i. 35. iv. 
34, Acts iii. 14 ; and it is the 
common epithet of the third 
person of tne glorious Triui* 
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tjr. It is appliied also to an- 
gels, Matt. XXV. 31 ; and to 
persons a#l things dedicated 
to God, £xo. XXX. 35. xxxi 
14.. The saints are called 
holy, by separatioq and 
choice, 1 Pet. ii. 9 ; by the 
inaputation of Chrisfs holi- 
ness - or righteousness to 
them, Exek. xvi. 14. 2 Cor. 
y. 21 ; by partaking of a ho- 
ly principle of grace, where- 
by the soul is renewed in 
holiness by degrees, till it 
attain a^ perfection of it. 
Heb. xii 23. 

HONBY, was produced 
in great quantities in the 
land of Palestine, and was 
an article of exportation. 
,£zek. xxvii. 17. It was 
often called "a land! flow- 
ing with milk and honey." 
Beside the bees raised In 
yards, multitudes were wild 
and laid up their stores in 
hollow trees and fissures of 
j-ocks. Matt. iii. 4. Deut. 
xxxii. 13. Campbell, in 
his Travels in Jlfiicaj says, 
<<Tbe bees have a habit of 
plastering their honey on the 
surface of rocks in cliffs; 
which, for its protection, 



dark coloured wax, not easi 
ly distinguished from the 
rock itself. By making an 
incision in this outer coat, 
and applyins his mouth, a 
person would suck out plen- 
ty.*' Deut. xxxii. 13. The 
ancients used honey, as we 
H 



do sugar, and prized it high- 
ly ; hence it is an image 
of pleasure. Ps. cxix. 1(^. 
Cant. iv. 11, Sec. 

HOPE, a prospect, real or 
imaginary, which we think 
on with pleasure, and are de- 
sirous of obtaining. The 
emotion is also called hope. 
The Christian's hope of eter- 
nal happiness and glory in 
heaven, is founded on the 
merits, the blood, the ^race, 
the promises, and spirit o^ 
Christ, and the unchangea- 
ble truth and almighty pow- 
er of God. Divine hope is 
distinguished from carnal 
presumption, by its insepara- 
ble effect, a cleansing effica- 
cy by the assistance of the 
Moly Spirit. ^ 1 John iii. 3. 
Jesus Christ is styled " tbe 
hope of Israel," Actsxxviii. 
20, as ho was promised^ % 
God, his manner of coming 
foretold by the prophets, 
and the event expected by 
thft people of Israel. He is 
called " our hope,*' 1 Tim* 
i. 1, because he is the only- 
foundation on which to build 
our hope of any real good 
here, or of heaven hereafter^ 



they cover with a layer of It is sometimes taken for 



that eternll salvation, which 
is the object or end of our 
hope. Titiis ii. 13. 

HORNET, an insect like 
a wasp, with a blaek breast, 
and double black spots. It 
is extremely bold, and mis- 
chievous; thefitiog is attead- 
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ed with great pain and- iti- 
i!ammation, nnd even danger 
of death. Great swarms of 
ihem plagued the Canaan- 
itcs in the days of Joshua. 
Deut. vii. 20. Josh. zxiv. J2. 
It is said in the place last 
quoted, that the hornets 
*' drove out" two kings and 
their people. The learned 
Bochart has traced some of 
lil^se colonies into Greece, 
4Hid the Talmadical writers 
wt^ some passed into Africa. 
' HOSE A, the first of the 
minor prophets as arranged 
in our bibles. These twelve 
books are called minor 
prophets, not from their in- 
jeriority^ but from their brev- 
ity. He lived a long time, 
and prophesied under four 
kings, viz; Uzziah, Jotham, 
Afaaz, and Hezekiah. The 
-tft«kof Hosea,which seems 
to be but a part of the au 
thorns predictions, is of a 
sententious, and sometimes 
o^curc style, but alway 
energetic. 

^ HOSPITALITY, love or 
* kindness expressed by en- 
tertaining persons kindly. 
R«m. xii. 13. 1 Tim. iii, 2. 
The first Christians were 
hospitable and kind to all 
strangers, but particularly to 
those of the same faith ; nnd 
St. Paul makes use of Abra- 
ham's and Lot's conduct, 
mentioned Gen. xviii. 2,3. 
xix. 1, 2, &c., as examples 
to encourage and persuade 



them to the exercise of hos- 
pitality. Heb.xiii. 2. Hospi- 
tality isrccomm^^ed to the 
faithful, to be " used one to 
another without grudging." 
1 Pet. iv. 9. 

HOUGH, to disable an 
animal by severing the great 
tendon on . the back of the 
hind leg. Jo.sh. \\, 6 — 9. 

HOIJR. (1.) Thetwen- 
ty- fourth part of a natural 
day, being the common 
method of measuring time. 
According to the New Tes- 
tament, the Jews divided 
their day into twelve equal 
parts, after the manner of 
the Greeks and Romans, 
Matt. XX, 3, 5, 6. John xi. S), 
which of course varied 
in length according to the 
different seasons. When the 
sun rose at Uie time we call 
6 o*clock, their 3d -hour a- 
greed with otir 9th, their 
6th with our noon, and their 
9th with our 3 o'clock. Their 
night was divided in the 
same manner. (2.) Hour, 
signifies any fixed season 
or opportunity ; hence we 
read of the hour of tempta- 
tion, of judgment, of Christ's 
death or second coming, of 
the pr»wer of Satan and his 
n^ents against Christ, Rev. 
iii. 3, 10. xiv. 7. John viii. 
20. Luke xxii. 53. 

HOUSE. (K) A dwelling 
place ; so the body is called, 
2 Cor. V. 1. the house of tho 
soul. The houses in Cnnann 



HOU 

and other eastern countries, 
are built in the form of a 
iiullow square. The rooms 
open into the court in the 
centre, where some have 
fountains of water playing, 
The roof is fiat ; and when 
the sun is^iot hot, is a place of 
agreeable retirement. Peter 
had his vision here. Acts x. 
9^ An awning is frequent- 
ly extended over the open 
space in the ccntie, to ex- 
clude the sun. This was 
lifted away,, and the low 
battlement of tiles ^' broken 
up," by the friends of the 
man sick of the palsy, wliotn 
•they had brought across the 
roofs of the neighbouring 
houses, so that they could 
lower him down before 
Christ. Mark ii. 3. Luke v. 
19. When the destruction 
of Jerusalem came, the dis- 
ciples of Jesus were to es- 
cape from the roofs, if they 
should be there, without 
going down into the house. 
This in American houses 
would be impossible ', but 
there they would come down 
the stairs, and pass through 
the balconies which led round 
inside the rooms, and so out 
into^he street, through the 
covered gateway. Mark xiii. 
15. (2.) The family house- 
hold, or tribe, dwelling to- 
gether. Children do not 
necessarily form part of a 
h6usebold, as many families 
do not baye any. Acta xvit }5. 
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HUMILITY, that grace 
of the Spirit, which, from a 
proper sense of lowliness and 
unwortbinesj, makes us pa« 
tient under trials, and con* 
tentedly submissive to the 
will of Providence. 

HUMILIATION, the act 
of humbling one's self. It 
differs from humility. Jffu' 
miliiy is the state of that 
person's mind who ba». l<pr 
thoughts of himself, found#|l 
upon the knowledge of Ji^ 
own imperfections and^un- 
worthiness, and his depen- 
dence upon God. Humilia: 
tion is a solemn act of devo- 
tional mortification, or ex- 
ternal expression of conscious 
guilt and unworthiness, in 
an individual or a nation, 
shewn by fasting, prayer, &c. 

HUSK, the sheath or cov- 
er of grain, &c. Numb. vL 
4. 2 Kings iv. 42. It is 
thought by Wahl, and others, 
that the husks mentioaed 
in the parable of the prod- 
igal son, are the pods of 
the Carob tree, or Ceratonia 
siliqtta of Linnaeus. These 
pods are long, somewhat 
sickle-shaped, containing a 
very sweet pulp, and several- 
brown seeds like beans. 
When in season, swine fat- 
ten on this food very rapidly, 
and it is often eaten by the 
poor people in Syria and 
Palestine. Luke xv. 16. 

HYSSOP, An herb, 
which ^ovfs not only in 
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gardens at .the east, but 
wild. It rises to the height 
of two or three feet. It has 
a pleasant smell, but is very 
bitter. When it is said that 
'* Solomon described plants 
from the greatest cedar to the 
hyssop that springeth out of 



the wall," moBs seema to 
be the plant intended. Hys- 
sop does not grow on walls, 
and is not among the small- 
est of plants. The thin dry 
moss that grows on a stone- 
wall or fence, is most proba- 
bly meant. ^ 



IONIUM, the chief city 
»f the tetrarchy of Lycaonia ; 

• said by Strabo to be well 
"Built, and situated in the 
richest part of the province. 
The visit of Paul to this place, 
which was greatly blessed 
in the conversion of multi- 
tudes, happened A. D. 45 
or 46. Acts xiv. 1—3. The 
iClhurch thus planted, may be 
traced through eight suc- 
ceeding centuries; but is 
lost sight of during the rava- 
ges of the Turks and Sara- 
cens. At present, it is a place 

■ of some a>nsequcnce, and 
strongly fortified by walls 
four miles in extent. Though 
-j;uuch of the town within the 
Wftlis lies waste, no Jew 
pr Christian, is allowed by 
the Turks to live on the in- 
side, but such reside in the 
suburbs. Its present name 
is Cogni or ITonee. 

IDDO, a prophet of Judah, 
who seems to have been the 
^Btorian of his day, and whose ' 



record and genealogies are 
mentioned in Scripture. 2 
Chron. ix. 29, and xii. 15. 
His writings never made a 
part of the canon of the Old - 
Testament. Indeed, had 
every thing done or said by 
holy men, according to the 
will of God, been inserted in 
the Bible, it. would have 
made the book too large to 
be useful. Josephus is of 
opinion that this was the 
prophet sent to Jeroboam at 
Bethel, and slain by a lion 
on his return. 1 Rings xiii. 
Whether he was the grand- 
father of Zechariah, is un- 
certain. Zech. i. 1. There ■ 
were several other persons 
of this name. 1 Chron. xxvii. 
21. Ezra vlii. It. • 

IDOL signifies a represen- 
tation, or image of any sort, 
created either by art or fan- 
cy. Any object receiving 
human worship, in contra- 
distinction to the true 
God| is 9p idol. 1 Cor. viii. 1 « 
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1 John ▼. 2^1. As it is the first 
principle of (rue religion, 
that there is one only living 
and true God, so Jehovah 
claims divine worship as due 
only to himself; and has 
prohibited the worship of 
idols, as a crime of the first 
magnitude. Exod. zx. 4. 
The most fervent remon- 
strances against paying hom- 
age to idols, are fuund in the 
prophets ; and some such pas- 
sages in Isaiah, are considered 
to surpass in energy, argu- 
ment, and elegance, any 
thine that has been written 
on the stibject. Isaiah xliv. 
12—20. and xlvi. 1, 2. &c. 

The following idols are 
mentioned in Scripture : 

Adram-melech^Tsa. xxxvii. 38. 
Anamelech, 2 Kioes xvii. St. 
Ashtaroth, Judges li. 13. 
Baal, Numb. xxii. 41 . (in the plu- 
ral Baalim.) 
Baal-berith, Jud. yiii. S3. 
Baal'peor, Num. xxy. 3. Dent ir. 3. 
Beelzebub, 2 Kings i. 2.' 
Bel, Isa. xlvi. 1. Jer. 1. 2. 
Castor and Pollux, Acts xzviii. U. 
DagoD, Judges zvi. 23. 
Diana, Acts xiz.24. 
Jupiter, Acts xiv. 12. 
Mercuiy, Acts xir. 12. 
Molocb, Lev. xviiL 21. 
Nebo, Isaiah zy. 46. 
Nergal, 2 Kings xvii. 30. 
Nisroch, 2 Kings xix. 37. 
'Remphaa, Acts vii. 43. 
RimmoD, 2 Kings v. 18. 
fibeahachfJer. 11.41. 
SucGoth-benoth, 2 Kings xvii. 90. 
Tammuz, Ezek. vtii. 14. 
Tartack, ^ings xyii.SI. 
Betide which were the Tern>him, 
994 the Ooldeo Oalrei, 



The Jews seem never to have 
had idols peculiar to them- 
selves, but to have adopted 
those of other nations. 

IDOLATRY, is either in- 
ternal or external. Internal 
is an inordinate love of the 
creatures, riches, honours, 
and the pleasures of this life. 
Eph. V. 5. Col. iii. 5. Phil. Hi. 
19. External is the paying " 
homage to outward objects, 
either natural or artificial — ^^ 
and this is the common senie; 
of the term. 

Soon after the flood, men 
fell into idolatry. Alargepor- ■ 
tion of our race have ever 
practised this sip — dreadfully 
indicative of the corruption 
and degradation of human 
nature. Not dhly have the 
heavenly bodies, and eminent 
benefactors of mankind been « 
worshipped, but animals, 
plants, reptiles and figures 
made by human hands. To 
these were paid not only 
reverence and devotion, but 
the most horrid rites. The. 
most gross indecencies, the 
murder of children, suicide, 
torture, drunkenness, and 
every abomination have been , ! 
considered proper acts of wor- 
ship. In some countries, 
idolatry still retains these, 
shocking characteristics. 

The veneration which 
Roman Catholics pay to the 
Virgin Mary, Angels, and 
Saints ; and also to crosses, 
images, relics, and the host 
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(or brfead) of the Lord's sup- 
per, is idolatry. This they 
of course deny, and consider 
the woi-ship paid to God as 
supremct and that which is 
paid to saints, &c. as suhof- 
dinate. 

When we consider in how 
many ways w« may practise 
inward idolatry, Phil. iii. 19. 
Col. iii. 5, we should care- 
fully watch and pray against 
this dreadful sin. It is to be 
feared that great multitudes 
have their hearts set on some 
earthly object, who little 
think themselves idolaters. 

IDUME'A, a district on 
the south margin of Pales- 
tine, embracing a part of 
Arabia. During the Baby- 
lonish captittly, the Edom- 
ites seem to have seized on 
a considerable portion of Ju- 
dea. Long before the birth 
of Christ, they had been re- 
duced to subjection, and mul- 
titudes of them embraced the 
Hebrew faith. The tract, 
however, seems to have re- 
tained their name in the 
days of Christ, and for some 
ages afterwards. Mark iii. 18. 

ILLYRICUM, is about 
fourhundred and eighty miles 
jn length, and 120 in breadth. 
It has Austria and part of 
Hungary on the north, Ser- 
via on the east, and the Adri- 
atic sea and part of Macedo- 
nia, on the south. Here the 
gospel was preached and a 
Christian church planted by 



Paul, which can be traced 
through eight centuries ; and 
to this day not a few nominal 
Christians reside here. Rom. 
XV. 19. It is now called 
Selavaniay or Albania. 

1 M PUTE, to put any thing 
to a person's account. The 
righteousness of Christ is im- 
puted to them that believe 
on him, and their sins are 
imputed to him. Rom. iv. 
(5—8. 2 Cor. V. 19. 

IW CENSE, a fragrantgum, 
obtained from the frank- 
incense-tree. The incense 
used in the Jewish offerings, 
at least that which was burnt 
on the altar of incense, .and 
before the ark, was a pre- 
cious mixture of sweet spi- 
ces, stacte, onycha, galban- 
um, and pure frankincense, 
beaten very 6mall. None 
but priests were to burn it, 
nor was any, under pain of 
death, to make any like to it. 
This incense was burnt twice 
a-day on the golden altar. 

INKHORN, a small port- 
able case for pens and ink ; 
which is often worn by wri- 
ters in the east, fastened to 
some convenient part of the 
dress. Ez. ix. 2, 11. 

INSCRIPTION, OR Su- 
PERscRiPTioir, writing on 
coins, pillars, &c. Much of 
the history of nations may 
be learnt from them. Matt, 
xxii. 20. The ^istory of 
Greece for 1318 years, is in- 
scribed oa the Aruad^Iiau 
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, marbles. Parts of the law 
of Moses were inscribed on 
the altar at £bal. Deut. 
xxvli.8. 

INTERCESSION, the act 
of coming in between two 
parties,, in order to plead in 
behalf of the one that has 
ofiended. Christ intercedes 
for his church, by appearing 
for it. before the Father, by 
presenting the merits of his 
sacrifice once offered, arid 
obtaining answers to petitions 
or prayers made in his name. 
ISAIAH, a prophet of Is- 
rael, who wrote the inspired 
book of that name. His lan- 
guage is remarkable for ele 
gance an(^ sublimity; and 
his wondrous prophecies are 
yet being expounded by 
events. He seems to have 
been favoured with an entire 
view of the gospel state, from 
the birth and suiferings of 
Christ, to the i\Ay when all 
shall know God. He is 
thought to have died about 
70 years J|^ore Je.rennah 
prophesied. i^ 

ISRAEL^ the common 
name of the Hebrew people 
and country. Under Reho- 
boam, successor to Solomon, 
a fatal schism took place be- 
tween the tribes of^ Judah 
and Benjamin, and the rest 
of the tribes. 1 Kings xii. 
The land was then divided 
into Judah, of which Jerusa- 
lem continued the metropo- 
lis; and Israel^ of which 



Samaria was the royal resi^ 
dence. This division occa- 
sioned many dreadful civil 
wars, and wholly separated 
the ten tribes from the true 
religion. At length after 
having existed about 2M 
years, Israel was entirely 
destroyed. 1 Kings xvii. 
6, &c. ; and the whole coun- 
try was then called Ju- 
dah, or Judaia. About 130 
years after the overthrow of 
the ten tribes, Judah wa» 
laid waste by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and the people carried 
captive to Babylon, where 
they continued 7(^ years. 
2 Kings XXV. 9. Jer. xxxix. 
2, andxxiv. 11, 12. Under 
Darius and Cyrus many of 
the Jews returned, and the 
temple was rebuilt a little 
more than 500 years before 
the birth of Christ. The 
country continued tributary 
to Persia till taken by Alex- 
ander, at whose death it be- 
came annexed to Syria. Af- 
terwards it was sometimes 
independent and sometimes 
subject to Egypt,' till it be- 
came a part of the Roman 
Empire, and was governed bjf 
kings appointed from thence. 
See Canaan, 

ISSUE, an effect or result 
arising from some causOi It 
is applied to children, who 
from the relation which they 
bear to their parents, are 
called issue or ofi&pring; 
and to a running sore in 
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the flesh, sometimeB arising 
from a small artificial in- 
cision. 

ITURE'A, a region in the 
north-east part of Palestine, 
thought to have derived its 
name from Jetur, a son of 
Ishroael. Hauran was one 
of its cities, whence the 
province was called Jffawran- 
itii by the ancients. Philip 
was its tetrarch in the days 
of Christ Luke iii. 1. The 
modem name is Houran, 

IVORY, is the tusks of 
* elephants resembling horns, 
£zk. xzvii. 15. Some tusks 
are from 90 to 126 pounds 
weight ; and one found in the 
isle of Sumatra in the East 
Indies is said to have been 
S80 pounds. The ivory of 



Ceylon is best, and does not 
beconfe yellow by age. In 
Rus«a, and other places of 
Europe* a kind of Ivory is 
found buried in the ground ; 
and at Petersburgh is a tusk 
of 180 pounds weight. But 
whether these be real tefeth 
of elephants, long aeo there 
dropt, or horns of fishes, 
brought thither at the flood, 
or the remains of some huge 
animal, whose race is now 
extinct, or a kind of sub- 
stance formed in the earth, 
we cannot determine. Ivory 
was anciently very plentiful 
in Canaan, wardrobes were 
boxed with it, to prevent the 
damage of moths., Ps. zlv. 8. 
Solomon had a throne of -it. 
1 Kings X. 18, 22. 



J. 



JACIl^TH, the same as 
Hyacinth; a precious stone 
of a yellowish colour, brought 
^generally from Ceylon. • 

JAMES the Great, or El 
der, and John the evangel 
ist, sons of Zebedee and 
(j^alome, were originally fish- 
ers of Bethsaida in Galilee. 
Matt. iv. 21. They were 
called Boanerges f or "the 
sons of thunder." Mark iii. 
17. Luke ix. 54. After our 
Saviour's resurrection, it 
I they for a while re- 



turned to their business of 
fishing. John x^^, 3. About 
A. D. 44, Jaml9was taken 
and miTrderedj^ by Herod. 
Acts xii. 2. He is now the 
pretended patron of Spain. 

The general JEpistle cf 
James was written by fliis 
apostle. It is called general^ 
because not addressed to any 
particular church. 

2. James the Less, call- 
ed the brother of our Lord, 
was the son of Cleophas* 
by Mary, the sister of the 
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blessed Virgin. He was call 
ed tJie less, probably, be- 
cause smaller or younger 
than the former. For the 
admirable holiness of his life, 
he was surnamed the Just. 
Our Saviour appeared to him 
by himself, after his resur- 
rection. 1 Cor. XV. 7. About 
three years after Paul's con- 
version, he was at Jerusa- 
lem, and considered as a pil- 
lar or noted supporter of the 
church there. Gal. i. 19. 

JANNESandJAMBRRS, 
the leading magicians of the 
company who counterfeited 
the miracles of Moses before 
Pharaoh. 2 Tim. ui. 8. 

JASPER, a precious stone 
of various colours, white, red, 
brown, and bluish green. 
It is somewhat like the finer 
marble, or the half transpa- 
rent gems. It strikes fire 
with steel ; but makes no 
effervescence in aquafortis. 
It is found in the Indies, in 
Persia, Syria, Armenia, Bo 
hernia, &c. 

JEPTHAH, the tenth 
judge of Israel ; who in con- 
sequence of an extraordinary 
vow, sacrificed his daughter. 
Jud. xi. In his day, Troy 
was burnt by the Greeks, 
about 2800 years after the 
creation. 

JEREMIAH, a prophet 
who wrote the book which 
bears his name ; he prophe- 
«ied 70 years after Isaiah, 
and during part of the reign 



of Josiab. The last chapter 
seems to have been added by 
Ezra, He is called Jeremy, 
in the New Testament. 

JERICHO, a city of the 
Beojamites, nineteen miles 
east from Jerusalem. Josh. 
xvi. 1, 7. The curse pro- 
npunced (Josh. vi. 26,) upon 
the man who should rebuild 
this city, after its dest^uctioa 
by Joshua, was literally ful- 
filled in the days of Ahab, 
upon Hiel. 1 Kings xvi. 34. 
After its restoration it flour- 
ished, and became second ia 
importance only to Jerusa- 
lem. There seems to have 
been, however, during this 
interval,- another Jericho, 
where David's insulted am- 
bassadors remained till their 
beards were grown. The 
road to Jericho was through 
a rocky desert, infested 
with robbers. Luke x. 30. 
It is to this day, the most 
dangerous road in Palestine. 
Sir F. Henniker, an English 
traveller, was in this very 
place robbed, and wounded 
by a party of Arabs, in 1820.^ 
The plain on which it stood ' 
was extremely fertile, noted 
for palm-trees, and for the 
best of balm. The genera} 
depression of the country 
has sunk noble Jericho into a ' 
mere mud-built village. Its 
present name is Erika, or 
Rika, 

JERUSALEM stood 42 
miles east of the Mediterra- 
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nean. The name signifies 
the Vision of Peace. It was 
tHe capital city of Judea^and 
was first called Salem, where 
Melchizedeck was king. 
Gen. xiv. 18, and wbo» as 
some suppose, built it. It 
^as called Jebus by the Je- 
bttsites, who possessed it and 
held the castle of Sion, till 
JXavid dislodged them, and 
took the place. 1 Chron. xi. 
4, 5, 7. 

Every male Jew was com- 
manded to go to Jerusalem 
^ thrice a year to worship. It 
' was a city often plundered by 
armies,, and several times 
burnt. 1 Kings, xiv. 16. 
After Nebuchadnezzar des- 
troyed it, 2 Chron. xxxvi. it 
•^aid in ruins 130 years, when 
it was rebuilt- by Nehemiah. 
Man^'ears afterward it was 
aeatn"ai'8tr9yed by Ptolemy ; 
«ft9rWard, it suffered a 
'Wmihit^^f^ frofn Anliochus 
Epiphftnesv who killed 40,000 
H>f ^e inhabitants, and sold 
fbr slaves affi many more. It 
. was rebuilt by Judas Mac 
» - eabeus, «nd was somewhat 
'flourishing in the time of our 
SaTiour. About A. D. 70, 
aft&r a dreadful siege of two 
years, during which the in- 
habitants suffered so much 
from famine, as to eat, in 
some instances, the corpses 
of their friends, it was taken 
by Titus Vespasian; and 
•ur Saviour's prediction that 
it should become a heap of 



ruins, was fully verified. It 
gradually became settled by 
Christians again, when in 
the year 614, the Persians 
captured it, and 90,000 Chris- 
tians were slain. In A. D. 
637, the Saracens seized it, 
and kept it till A. D. 1079, 
when the Seljukian Turks 
became its masters. Soon 
afterwards the Crusadei 
were begun and continued 
from time to time, for a cen- 
tury, when the Ottoman 
Turks became its possessors, 
and they remain so to this 
day. Its present population 
is about 20,000 ; one fourth 
of which are Jews. The 
Greek Christians are estima- 
ted by Messrs. Fisk and 
King at 2,000, and the Ro- 
man Catholics at 1500. There 
:are also Armenian, Coptic^ 
Syrian and Abyssinian Chris- 
tians, residing here. Chris- 
tian Missionaries from the 
U. States have of late years 
made known on this sacred 
spot, the glorious grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

JEW, a descendant of Ja- 
cob, or professor of the He- 
brew faith. Col. iii. 11, The 
Jews have now no country 
of their own, \>\x\ are found 
in most parts of the earth, 
though every where a de- 
graded people, and oppress- 
ed either by custom or law. 
It is computed that their 
number now amounts to 3 
or 4 millions. About one 
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millioa are in the Turkish 
empire. Iq Europe they 
are numerous, especially in 
Poland, where Uiere are 
500,000, viz* 

Gallicia, 90,000 

Prussian Poland, 110,000 
Russian Poland, 300,000 
The Russian Polish Jews 
reside chiefly in the foliow- 
iog places ; Wilna, Kanen, 
Grodno, Pinck, Mohilow, 
and Bizesk, where there li a 
famous Jewish University. 
The Austrian Polish Jews 
reside in Leonburg, Brody, 
Lublin, Cracow, and Tarnow. 
The Prussian Polish Jews 
reside chiefly in Warsaw, 
Thorn, Paren, Lissa, Kalisb, 
Rawitz, Petrikan, and Ri- 
elsh. 

As to the rest of Europe, 
there are in Hungary, chief- 
ly at Presburgh, Newratz, 
and Miskolz, 76,000 : in Ger- 
many, chiefly at Frankfort on 
the Main, Prague, Furth and 
Berlin, 200,000 : in Holland 
20,000 : in England 14,000 : 
in France 50,000. 

They are also numerous 
in the Barbary States, and 
the Levant In the United 
States there are not more 
than 2 or 3 thousand. Most 
Jews are traders and bro- 
kers ; few if any choose to 
cultivate the soil. The an- 
eient distinction' of tribes 
seems now wholly lost. 

JOB, an eminent patriarch, 
whose history and dharacter 



form an exceedingly instruc- 
tive part of the Old Testa- 
ment. He is thought to have 
lived before the departure of 
Israel out of Egypt His 
country was what is now 
called Idumea, The book 
so called, was probably writ* 
ten by Job himself, and was 
copied and circulated by MO- 
ses under divine inspiration. 
It is agreed, on all hands, to 
be the most ancient book ex- 
tant. 

JOEL, a Hebrew prophet, 
of whose history nothing i% 
now certainly known. Most 
modern commentators be- 
lieve him to have been co- 
temporafy with Amos and 
Hosea. The book is of a 
highly poetical style, and ii> 
greatly admired by critics 
for its elegance andTltebKm- 
ity. , ^' • ' 

JOHN, brother of fwnea, 
was of a very mflft %Ad af> 
fectionate disposHfbp, but boM 
in preaching, "'^e James. 
John was the Saviour's b'fe- . . 
loved disciple, and younger 
than the rest After su&> » 
ing many sorrows for fais 
religion, under the Emperor 
Domitian, he was bani^ed r 
A. D. 95, to Patmos, where 
he wrote the Revelation. 
When Nerva became Empe- 
ror, he was recalled, and 
lived to write his Gospel, 
and three Epistles. He died 
at Ephesus, at about the ag|e 
of one hundred, Belipre ms 
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death, the various heresies of 
the EbioDttes, Ceriothians, 
Docetae, Gnostics, Nlcolal- 
tans, &c. had been broach- 
ed. These, and other er- 
rors, are fully exposed in 
his eospel and epistles, 
thou^ they are not all 
mentioned by name. 

JONAH lived earlier than 
any of the minor prophets, 
probably as early as the reign 
of Jehu. From his history 
the Greeks seem to have de- 
rived their story of Hercules 
liavin^ been three days with- 
out injury in the belly of a 
dog, sent against him by 
Neptune. The fable of 
Anon and th^ Dolphin, has 
probablv the same origin. 

JOPPA, aseaport of Pal- 
estine of very ancient date. 
* Itftikme is' thought to have 
. be^ ' dQi*ived from Japhet, 
^ son of Noah, who founded it. 
If'is noi^ nothing more than 
a ruinous village of fisher- 
men, catle^ by the natives 
Jaffa. 

JORDAN, a river which 
rises in Mount Lebanon, 
about 12 miles north of Ce- 
sarea-Phllippi. About 12 
miles more to the south, it re- 
ceives a considerable branch, 
which, under ground, pro- 
ceeds from the lake Phtala. 
About 15 miles further south, 
it forms the waters of Merom, 
or lake of Samechon, both 
names signifying the higher 
lake, which is nearly 4 miles 



broad, and seven and a half 
long. About 28 miles far- 
ther south, it forms the lake 
of Genesareth, which is 16 
miles in length, and 5 ia 
breadth. Thence, it runs 
southward through a long 
valley, whose air is unwhole- 
some, and most of it desert, 
till it loses itself in the 
Dead Sea. Its whole course 
is about 160 miles. It over- 
flowed its banks in March 
or April, by means of the 
melting of the snow on Leba- 
non and Hermon. Before it 
enters the Dead Sea, its ordi- 
nary current is. but 30 yards 
in breadth, according to 
Shaw, and no more than 25, 
according to Thomson. The 
ordinary depth is about 12 
feet ; but this was greatly 
increased at certain seasons. 
It has an outer bank, about 
a furlong distant from the 
other ; such it seems was its 
width when it was swelled. 
The banks of a great part of 
it are covered with thickets, 
in which lions were wont to 
lodge. When driven thence, 
by the overflowing of the 
river, they wandered about, 
and were dangerous to such 
as dwelt near. Jer. slix. 19. 
The deep stream of Jordan 
was divided under Joshua, 
and by £lijah and Elisha. 
In it John' baptized multi- 
tudes, and our Saviour among 
them. Joshua iii. 2 Kings 
ii. Matt. iii. Mark i. 
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JOSHUA, the successor 
to Moses, as leader of Israel. 
He died aboat 17 years after 
Moses. Seven years of this 
time he was engaged in the 
conquest of Canaan, and dur* 
ing the remainder, he enjoy- 
ed, it in peaceful possession. 
He was the writer of the first 
of the historical books of the 
Old Testament, as they are 
called, which include all the 
succeeding books as far as 
Esther, f^cwigh the wri- 
tings of Moses, (called the 
Pentateuch, because in 
5 books,) are in a large 
degree historical, yet be- 
cause the\'^ contain the law 
which God gave on Sinai, 
they are together called the 
law, John i. 17. Some pas- 
sages were written by Phin- 
ehas, or some subsequent 
prophet, Joshua xxiv. 29 — 
S3. The Pagan fable of 
Phaeton, driving the chariot 
of the sun for one day, is 
thought to have arisen from 
its standing still, at the word 
of Joshua, as recorded in 
this book. His expulsion of 
the Canaanites, is abundant- 
ly corroborated by profane 
history. Among the many 
evidences from hence, we 
iuay mention that which 
Procopius saw in the time of 
Justinian, near to where 
Tangier now stands, on 
which were inscriptions to 
this effect,—** We are ru- 
aiTIVKS raOSf THE FACE 



or Joshua, the robber, 

THE Sow OF Nuic." 

JOTHAM, a king of Ju- 
dah, successor to Uzziah. 
He reigned 16 vears, during 
the latter part of which Home 
was founded. 

JOURNEY, a passage 
from place to place. A 
** Sabbath day's journey," 
was about a mile ; a common 
day's journey was about 20 
miles. 

JOY, an agreeable affec- 
tion of the soul, arising from 
the hope or possession of 
some benefit. Religious joy 
is the delight and satisfaction 
of ^the soul in its union with 
God in Christ, as the great- 
est and highest good. » 

JUDAS, called Iscariot, 
probably from Ish-eariottc^ 
the man who has the hfg. 
There is no reason to sup- 
pose his appearance of piety ' 
was ever to human eye less 
than that of the mher disci- ^ 
pies. After his dreadful apos- 
tasy, he hung himself in des- 
pair, but the cord or the^^ 
limb of the tree breaking, Jie * 
fell, burst open, and died a 
miserable death. 

JUDAS or JUDE,'' the ' 
same as Thabdeus Lebbe- 
us, brother of James the 
less. Matt. x. 3. He was one 
of the 12 Apostles. He wrote 
an Spistlct which bears his 
name, and is intended chief- 
ly to guard believers against 
false teachers, 
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JUDEA, or Jbwrt. The 

country of Judah was never 
80 called till after the captiv- 
ity. Sometimes the whole 
land of Canaan seems to have 
heen called Judea, Gal. i. 22 ; 
but more properly it was di- 
vided into GcUUee, Samaria^ 
and Judea, Judea, thus 
taken, contained the original 
portions of the tribes of Ju- 
dah, Benjamin, Dan, and 
Simeon. It consisted of three 
parts; the plain country on 
the west; the hill-country 
southward of Jerusalem ; and 
the south, toward the borders 
of the land of Edom. Matt, 
iii. 1. Acts ti. 9. S.ee 
Canaan. 

JUDGES. 1. Officers of 
law and justice. The Jews 
h^ three courts, (1,) a court 
of .thfree or sev:en petty judg- 
es, v^ho decided small cases ; 

. (2,) a court of 23, whose 
.power in some cases extend- 

, ed to Ufe and death ; (3,) the 
great &inhedrim, which de- 
^rmin^ all the highest cases 
and was the la?t appeal. It 
consisted of 70 judges, of 
which the High Priest was 
preddent. Each court had 
cognizance of both civil and' 
ecclesiastical cases. 

2. Extraordinary men, 
raised up by Jehovah, to de- 
liver Israel from oppression, 
before they had a king. 
When the nation sinned, it 
was punished by anarchy, 
invasion, or conquest; but 



when it had been duly chas- 
tised and humbled, a deliver- 
er was found. The follow- 
ing is a list of the Judges in 
their order ; with the length 
of their administration ; and 
the times of the intervening 
oppression : 





yean. 


Othniel, 


40 


served Moab, 


18 


Ehud, 


80 


served Pkitistui, 


1 


Sham gar. 


1 


served Canaan, 


20 


Deborah and Barak, 


40 


served J^idiah, 


7 


Gideon, 


40 


Abimelech, 


3 


Tola, 


23 


Jair, 


22 


served Jimmon, 


18 


Jepthah, 


6 


Ibzan, 


7 


Elon, 


10 


Abdon, 


8 


served PhUistia, ]^ 
Samson last 10, <| 


40 


Eli, 


40 


served Philistia, 


20 


Samuel, 


12 



456 
The Apostle Paul says, 
that the period during which 
Israel was governed by judg- 
es, was " about 450 years,** 
Acts xiii. 20. 

JUDGMENT, that facul- 
ty of the soul, by which it 
perceives the relation be- 
tween two or more ideas, and 
discerns right from wrongs; 
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— ^the solemo action and trial 
at the great and last day., 
Eccles. xii. 14. Jude 6 ; — 
the sentence or decision of 
a judge, 1 Kings iii. 28 ; — 
the remarkable punishments 
of God, Prov. xix. 29 
afflictions and chastisements 
for trial and profitable in 
structions, 1 Pet. iv. 17; — 
sentiment or opinion, 1 Cor. 
i. 10 ; — advice, 1 Cor. vii. 25 ; 
— the Gospel or kingdom of 
grace. Matt. xii. 20; — the 
skill, knowledge, or under 
standing which a person has 
attained in any ant, science, 
or business. 

JUNIPER, an evergreen, 
not unlike the cedar, and 
sometimes called by that 
name. 

JUPITER, the principal 
'deity of ancient Heathens, 
j^erhaps the name is derived 
from Ja or Jehovah, and 
pater, father. There were 
many Jupiters. Three were 



ever breathed. The Heath- 
ens, however, whose theolo- 
gy was chiefly derived fi^m 
the fictions of their poets^ 
believed he had the govern- 
ment of heaven and earth ; 
and that under him Neptune 
ruled the sea, and Pluto was 
Ving of hell. The noble port 
of Barnabas, and his mira- 
cles, made the citizens of 
Lystra imagine that Jupiter 
had visited them. Acts 
xiv. 11. 

JUSTIFY, to clear a per- 
son from the charge of guilt \ 
to make his innocence ap- 
pear ; to acqiitt a sinner 
from the guilt or punish- 
ment of sin, by pardon, 
through the imputation of 
Christ's righteousness. Rom. 
iii. 28, and v« 9. As justifi- 
cation is by righteouibess 
imputed, so^sanctifica^oif'is 
by righteousness imparted to 
the soul of the believer. Mah 
cannot be justified legally. 



pjincipally famous,_the son of Rom. iii. 20. Gal. li. l6, but 

; evaneelically, Rop. v. 1 ; 

and this is said to be by gmce 

freely, Rom. iii. 24. Tit. iii. 

,7; by faith. Gal. iii. S ; by 



jEther, the son of Ccelus, but < 

chiefly the son of Saturn. ; 

Historians discover that he 1 

was son to a king of Crete, ' , ^ , , ., 

who lived about the time of Christ, Gal. ii. 16; hy bis 

Moses, and was one of the I blood, Rom. v. 9. * 

most wicked wretches that| 
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KAB. See Cab. 

KA'DESH, Kedesh, or 
Ka'desh-bar'ktea, a place 
on the south of Canaan, a- 
bout twenty-four miles south 
from Hebron, and on the 
edge of the wilderness of 
Paran. Numb. xii. 16. It 
was anciently called En 
michpat, or Well of Judg- 
ment, because there the Ca> 
naanites had judged their 
■ people near to a well. Gen 
xiv. 7. Some authors sup- 
pose it was the same ^sRith- 
VM^. Numbers xxziii. 18. 

KEDAR, a son of Ishmael, 
and father of the Kedarenes, 
who resided about the south 
parts of Arabia the Desert, 
oidinarily in tents, but some- 
times in villages, and whose 
glory*and wealth chiefly con- 
sisted in their flocks and 
lierds. Song i. 5. Isa.xHi. 11. 
«»4 x3rt. 16, 17. 
KEDRON. See Cedron 

KING, the sovereign ot a 
nation. His power is, in 
some countries, limited by 
law, and a senate or parlia- 
ment, and in others is abso- 
lute. The Lord himself was 
IsraePs king, until they be- 
came discontented, and Savl 
was given to be their ruler. 

The foUowinff is a table of 
the kings of the Hebrews, 
both before and after their di- ' 



vision into the governments 
of Judah and Israel. 
Saul reigned 40 years. 
David „ 40 „ 

Solomon „ 40 „ 
Rehoboam „ 1 „ 

Kings of Judah, 
Rehoboam reigned 17 years. 
Abijam „ 3 „ 

Asa „ 41 „ 

Jehoshaphat „ 27 „ ■ 
Jehoram „ 8 „ 
Ahaziah „ 1 „ 

Athaliah „ 6 „ 

Jehoash „ 40 „ 

Amaziah „ 29 „ 
Uzziah „ 62 „ 

Jotham „ 16 „ 

Ahaz „ 16 ,^ 

Hezekiah „ 29 „ 
Manasseh „ 66- „ 
Ammon „ 2 „ 

Josiah „ 81 „ 

Jehoiakim „ 11 »f 
Jehoiakin „ 3 months 
Zedekiah „ 11 years. 

Kinea of Israel, 
Jeroboam reigned 22 years. 



Nadab 

Baasha 

Elah 

Zimri 

Omri 

Ahab 

Ahaziah 

Joram 

Jehu 

Jehoahaz 

Jehoash 

Jeroboam II 



24 „ 
2 „ 
7 days. 
6 years. 
22 ,. 

12 „ 

28 „ 

17 „ 

41 „ 

41 ,. 
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. Zechariah reigned 6 months. 
Shallum „ 1 „ 
Menahim ,, 10 years. 
Pekaiah >, <2 „ 

Pekah „ 20 „ 

Hosea carried captive. 

KINGS, the two books 
under this name are thought 
to have heen digested into 
their present form by Ezra, 
from records and writings by 
the various kings, scribes, 
and prophets mentioned in 
them. 



KNOP, a tufted top; a 
knot ; a cluster. 

KOHATH, the second son 
of Levi. His descendants 
were called KoTiathites, 
Their business was, to carry 
on their shoulders the ark, 
and other sacred utensils of 
the tabernable ; but they 
were not, under pain of 
death, allow^ed to look at any 
of these, except the brazen 
laver. Exodus vi. 16 — 25. 
Numb. X. 21. 
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LAMENTATIONS, a 
book of Scripture, written by 
Jeremiah, after the troubles 
which he had foretold had 
overtaken Israel. 



LAMP. The lamps of sus. It was anciently called 



the ancients were of various 
kinds. Those used at wed 
ding processions, consist of 
** pieces of old linen, squeez- 
ed hard against one another 
in a round figure, and forci- 
bly thrust down into a mould 
of copper." Those who hold 
them, have in the other hand 
a- pitcher, with a narrow neck 
and stopper, full of oil, of 
which they pour from time 
to time on the linen. This 
explains Christ's declaration 
that he will " not quench the 
smoking, flax," ' and shows 



ed " oil in their vessels," as 
well as some other passages. 
LAODICE'A, a city of 
Phrygia, in Asia Minor, for-^ 
ty-two miles south of Ephe-;" 



Jupiter's city ,and thenRhoas; 
but Seleucus, or perhaps An- * 
tiochus, the Syro~6re£iai)^ 
king, rebuilt it, and called if 
La^icea, after his wife. It ' 
was destroyed by an earth- 
quake, in the tenth year of 
Nero, but soon rose from its ' 
ruins. A Chrbtian churel) 
w^ early planted in this 
place. It is now utterly des- 
olate and uninhabited. Ex- 
tensive ruins, haunted by 
wolves and jackals, are yet 
to be seen. The natives call 
the place Ladiky. An^dja- 



wby the fooUsh yirgios ne^d-!cent village is called Eski- 
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kissaft where a few Chris- 
tiaos were found in 1820. 

LATTICE, a window 
made of bars crossing each 
oUier. Jud. v. 28. 

LAVER,a vessel for wash- 
ing. The laver which stood 
in the enclosure of the tab- 
ernacle, was made, of the fine 
brazen iooking-glasses,which 
the Hebrew women gave for 
the service of the taberna- 
cle. Solonaon had one made 
of vast size, supported by 12 
brazen oxen, which was call- 
ed the molten sea. 1 Kings 
vii. 22—26. It was nearly 
fifty feet in circumference, 
and eight feet deep. It held 
water for the priests to wash 
their hands and feet with, 
having cocks by which the 
water ran into basons. He 
also made fen of inferior size, 
placed near the entrance of 
the temple, for the washing 
of the offerings. 2 Cbron 
iv. & 

■ LAW, a rule directing and 
obliging a rational creature 
In moral and religious ac- 
' tions ; the whole doctrine 
of the word delivered by 
Gtod to his church, contain- 
ed in the Old and New Tes- 
taments; the principles of 
•reason, or the law of nature 
written on a man's heart. 
Rom. ii. 14. It is used to sig- 
nify, the decalogue or ten 
commandments, Rom. ii. 25, 
vii. 7 ; the precepts of God 
ift regard to the Jewish cer 



emonial, and the doctrine of 
the gospel. Rom. iiil 27. 

LAZARUS. (1 ) the broth- 
erof Martha, who was raised 
from the dead hy his Lord. 
John xi. (2 ) A character 
described by the Saviour, in 
his parable of the rich and 
poor man. Luke xvi. Hence 
beggars are now called in 
Europe, Lazaroni, A re- 
ceptacle for the sick, is call- 
ed for the same reason, a Lo" 
zaretto^ or Lazarhouse. 

LEASING, falsehoods, lies. 
P«. iv. 2. V. 6. „ 
LEAVEN, a piece of dough, 
set apart to ferment or rise, 
and used to make bread light. 
To this are compared the 
doctrines of the Gospel, Mat. 
xiii. 33, on account of their 
silent extension and power- 
ful effects in the world. It 
is also applied to erroneous 
doctrines and vicious practi- 
ces ; as of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. Matt. xvi. 6, 12. 
LEBANON, a famous 
range of mountains in the 
north of Canaan. At the top 
grew cedars, and at the base 
excellent vines. From 
hence, Solomon's workmea 
" brought great stones, cost- 
ly stones, and hewed stones, 
to lay the foundation of the 
house." 1 Kings v. 14 — 18« 
Mines of iron and copper 
were worked here. Deat. 
viii. 9. The highest sum- 
mits are always covered with 
snow, firom whieh descend in 



LEV 



115 



LIB 



sumiber, sweet and refresh- 
ing rivulets on every side. 
A spur of this mountain next 
the holy land, is called Her- 
mon. Another spur to the 
eastward, is Mount Gilecuit 
where Laban overtook Jacob. 
Gen. xxxi. 25. 

LEGION, in the Roman 
army, was a body of soldiers, 
consisting of ten cohorts, or 
six thousand men. It seems, 
however, to have varied in 
the number of men at differ- 
ent periods of time. In the 
case of the demonitc, Marie 
V. 9, the word seems used 
for an indefinite multitude. 

LENTILES, a kind of 
grain, like vetches, or pease, 
of which was made a coarse 
kini of food, used by mourn- 
ers. Gen. XXV. 34. 

LEPROSY, one of the 
most calamitous of all dis- 



eases, but not often found >^ ^ook of the Old Testament ; 



cold countries. It is not noW 



is found among the Arabs,- 
and generally ovej|tl|i^;ieast. 
It is fully de8crife*->hy 
Moses. Lev. xiii. . 'TT':'; 
LET, is expriebl^j^ (^ 
Of command, J |CM^ xV)ii. 
40. (2.) Of entJ^aty, Pfi, 

ixix.6. (s.y'qfimm^imm 

Josh. xxiv. 28;^^K0f inJf 



Song viii. 11. (6.) %o hin- 
der, or keep back. UK^IEliil 
13. 2 Thess. ii. 7. Tw. 

LEVIATHAN. MiSiet'^l> 
ably the animal ^eani by 



this name is the crocodile, 
which is a creature every 
way terrible, growing often 
to the length of thirty feet. 
It is shaped like the liz- 
ard, and lays its eggs in the 
sand to be hatche4^.by the 
sun. By the kind prov- 
idence of God, the Ichneu- 
mon is fond of these eggs, 
and discovers and destroys 
great quantities of them. 
Were it not for this they 
would dreadfully increase. 

LEVITE, one of the tribe 
of Levi ; an inferior minis- 
ter in the Jewish temple ; by 
which title he is distinguish- 
ed from the priest, who, 
though likewise of the race 
of LeViy-yet was descended 
from, A«r^n, whese posterity 
were cJirtjiloyed in the high- 
er offices. 

LEVITIC«rS, the third 



sd called, chiefly because it'"* 



very common any wlj«re;^btit j^oritains the various laws of 



^ i\ ebre ws— especiaJly . j 
saiprificQE^e charge of wy 
was co&imltt^d to the Levuts, 
tvti of whom;,iKere taken the 
|D|ie9t8.., In iaiip>-^f^io and 
Wfi^ '^versions it is ^rflled 
the law of the; priests. With- 
out this^ book many parts of 

. --j^^-T,.- — . tbe New Testament, esj^- 

trusting.or assigSH|fe/lea9iE;> rcially . thi ^^pjstle to me 



'fieI;jj^d«'.<;ouKl not be fully 

DI^E^nT, the power to 
do, or forbear to do ; free- 
dom, as oppose4 to slavery. 



LIG 



116 



LOC 



or to necessity ; deliverance 
from any bondage ; freedom 
from the veil of ignorance 
and spiritual blindness, from 
the curse and yoke of the 
law, and from the slavery of 
sin; a p*wer or freedom in 
using things indifferent. 
Cor. viii. 9. 

LIBYA, a part of Africa, 
bordering on Egypt, famous 
for its armed chariots and 
horses. 2 Chron. xvi. 8. 

LIGHT, thai pure bright- 
ness which is every where 
diffused by the rays of the 
sun, and is the medium of 
vision ; that divine and sav- 
ing knowledge contained in 
the gospel. Matt, i v. 16. It is 
spoken of God, who is a being 
of infinite wisdom, truth, ho- 
liness, purity, &c. 1 John i. 
5;— of Jesus Christ, who is 
the fountain and author of 
all knowiedre, both natural 
and spiritual, Luke ii. 82^ 
John i. 9 ; — of the word of 
God, which conducts and 
guides Christians in this 
world, and points out the 
way to eternal happiness, 
■Psalm cxi$. 105, 2 Peter |, 
W ; — of the apostles or minis- 
ters of the gospel, who as- 
rfst others, and direct them 
to Christ and salvation, Matt. 
V. 14, 16 ;— of true Christians, 
who are enlightened |)y the 
Holy Spirit, and brought to 
the saving knowledge of God 
and Christ Luke zvi. 8. 
Eph. V. 8. 



LIGURE, a preciofis 
stone ; but of what exact 
kind it is now difficult to as* 
certain. It was the first ia 
the third row of the high 
priest's breast-plate, and had 
the name of Gad inscribed on 
it. Exodus xxviii. 19. 

LINTEL, that part of a 
door frame which crosses the 
door over head. 

LOCUST, an insect well 
known amons us, which ia 
the east are oiten five or six 
inches long, and of the thick- 
ness of a man*s thumb. Their 
heads are shaped Uke that of 
a horse. Joel ii. 4. The 
mouth is large, and furnished 
with four incisive teeth,which 
traverse each other like scis- 
sors. The noise by a Qbck. 
of them eating, is compared 
by Joel (ii. 5,J to the crack- 
ling sound ot fire among 
stubble, and by modern trav- 
ellers to the rattling of hail- 
stones. The prophetical writ- 
ings of the Old Testament 
abound with allusions to this 
insect as one of God's most 
dreadful scourges. All trav- 
ellers in the east speak of 
the dreadful ravages of this 
insect, which sometimes oc- 
cur. The^irarms are often 
a mile in Jength, darkening 
the d^y^as.they pass over, 
and forming a thickness of 
several inches when they 
settle on the earth. Nothing 
will impede their march; 
they fill up the deepest 
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trenches, eztincuish fires, 
and climb waUs. AH ver- 
dure disappears, and the 
country looks as if burnt 
oyer with fire. Exodus x. 
4—19. 

Pliny states that in Ethio- 
pia and Parthia, they were 
generally eaten as whole- 
some and agreeable food. 
The law of Moses prooouDC* 
ed them lawful to be eaten, 
Lev. xi. 22; and John the 
Baptist ate them, while in 
the wilderness. Mark i. 6. 
The modern Arabs catch 
great quantities, which they 
cook in various ways, re- 
moving the wings, and add- 
ing oil, salt, &c. 

LOINS, the lower region 
of the back, where the girdle 
is worn. The orientals who 
wear long robes, are obliged 
when they apply themselves 
to any busine8s,to use a girdle. 
Hence to have the ** loins 
girt,'* is the same as to be in 
readiness for a thing. Luke 
xii. 35. Eph. vi. 14. 

LOT, the son of Harariy 
and nephew of Abraham ; 
and, as we suppose, brother 
of Sarah. After the death of 
his father, he lived and trav- 
elled with Abraham. Gen. 
xL3L 

Lot, any thing cast or 
drawn in order to determine 
a point in debate. It is a 
solemn appeal to God, for an 
immediate interposal of his 
dU-ective power, for deter 



mining the affidr ; and, on 
that account, ought to be 
used in nothing but what is 
important, and cannot other- 
wise be peacefully determin- 
ed ; and it is to be used with 
reverence and prayer. Prov. 
xvi. 83, xviii. 18. Acts i. 24, 
26, 26. 1 Sam. xiv. 41. 

LdVE, a natural affection 
of the mind, inclining us to 
esteem, or delight in an ob- 
ject ; a gracious principle or 
habit, wrought in the soul 
by God, which inclines us 
to obey him, to seek com- 
munion with him, and to 
study to promote his glory, 
and disposes us to do good to 
all. 

LOW, not rising far up- 
wards, Ezek. xvii. 6, 24 ; not 
elovated in situation, Isaiah 
xxxii. 19 ; not high in rank, 
Job V. II, Luko i. 48, 62 ; 
humble, not proird. Ezek. 
xxi. 26. "Lower parts of 
the earth," in Isa. xliv. 23, 
signify the valleys ; in Psalm 
Ixiii. 9, Ephesians iv. 9, the 
grave, or the state of the 
dead. 

LUKE was a native of 
Antioch in Syria, and a phy- ' 
sician. ' He wrote not only 
the gospel which is called by 
his name, but the Acts of the 
Apostles. His language is 
exceedingly pure and classi- 
cal. 

LYCAO'NIA has Cappa- 
docia on the east, Galatia on 
the north, Phrygia oa (he 



MAC 



118 



MAM 



west,aDd Pisidiaonthe south. 
A renittrkable lake exists in 
this province, called Tatta, 
and by the moderns Tuzla. 



Acts ix. 88, eminent for iU 
schools of learned Jews. It 
was burnt by Ceatius, while 
its males were gone to Jera- 



which yields salt. Its chief salem to the feast of taber- 



cities were Icouium, Derbe, 
and Lystra. The present 
name of this province is 
Caramania. 

LYDDAy a large village 
or city, not far from Joppa, 



nacles, God after the cruct- 
fixion not taking the care 
of them at these times as 
formerly. It is now called 
DiospoUs. 



M. 



MACEDONIA, a large 
country north of Greece, 
peopled by the descendants 
of Javan, and formerly call- 
ed Emathia, It was bound 
ed by the mountains of Hae- 
mus, on the north, the iEgean 
sea on the east, Achaia on 
the south, and the Adriatic 
sea on the west. Its me- 
tropolis was ThesscUonica. 
One of its mountains was the 
famous Olympus. Several 
other countries, however, 
had mountains so called and 
esteemed sacred. It was a fa- 
mous monarchy under Phil- 
ip, and Alexander the great, 
who conquered Greece, Per- 
sia, and a part of Judea. A- 
bout A. M. 3866, it became 
a part of the great Roman 
Empire, and continued sub- 
ject to the Romans 1600 
years, when the Ottoman 
Turks conquered it. Paur 



planted the gospel here, and 
the Christians contributed 
very generously to their suf- 
fering brethren at JerusaleoB. 
Christianity has never wholly 
been eradicated from Mace- 
donia, though the Turks have 
been cruel masters. 

MALACHI, the last of 
the prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment. With him the pro- 
phetical office seems to have 
ceased for nearly 400 years ; 
that is, till Messiah came. 

MALLOWS, a plant very 
useful in medicine, one Spe- 
cies of which grows to about 
the size of Indian corn. 

MAMMON, a Syriac word, 
signifying riches or treasure. 
No man can " seVve God and 
mammon;" none can love 
and serve God, while his 
great aim and desire is to 
heap up, enjoy, and retain 
worldly wealth. Matt. vi. 24. 
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MAN. The Hebrew word 
for man is Enosk ; that is, 
wretched ; to denote his con- 
dition in his a]>ostasy from 
God. The " natural man," 1 
Cor. ii. 14, means one that is 
unrenewed, and has no prin- 
ciple of grace in the heart. 
** The inward man," Rom. vii. 
22, is the regenerate part 
within, or the principle of 
grace in the heart. "The 
man of God," 2 Tim. iii. 17, 
is one that is guided by 
the Spirit of God, and in a 
special manner, devoted to his 
service. 

MANDRAKE, a species 
of melon or berry. The 
smell and taste are pleasant, 
but it stupifies or intoxicates 
if eaten to excess. It is cul- 
tivated in the East, for the 
sake of its fragrance. 

MANNA, the delicious 
food with which God fed the 
children of Israel in the wil- 
derness. It was a little grain, 
white like hoar frost, which 
fell every morning, except 
on the Sabbath, about the 
camp of the IsraeJites, Exod. 
xvi. 15. Besides the nourish- 
ing virtue of the manna that 
sustained the Hebrews in 
the desert, it was altogether 
miraculous on other accounts. 
It fell on six days of every 
week, not on the seventh, 
and in such prodigious quan- 
tities, as to sustain almost 
three millions of men, wo 
men and children ! It fell in 



double quantities on the sixth 
day, that there might be 
enough for the seventh. It 
fell only on Israel's camp. 
It remained fresh all the 
seventh day, but at any other 
time, bred worms, if kept 
over night. It constantly 
continued for 40 years, and 
ceased as soon as the He- 
brews had access to eat of 
the produce of Canaan. Christ 
is the hidden Manna, the 
Bread of eternal life, which 
those eat who partake of the 
blessings and comforts which 
flow from him. John vi. 
32, S5. 

There is still a kind of 
manna, produced in Italy, 
Poland, Calabria, and Arabia. 
Burckhardt found it in the 
H-oly Land, dcopping from 
the tarfa tree, in the month 
of June. The Arabs clear a- 
way the leaves, dirt, &c. and 
when boiled, and strained, 
put it into bags or skins, 
to be used as we do honey. 
It is highly nourishing, but 
if eaten in large quantities, 
proves slightly purgative. 
This manna seems, in many 
respects, different from that 
which the Hebrews enjoyed. 

MARANATH'A,a Syriac 
word, meaning "our Lord 
cometh." 

MAUK, the son of Mary, 
at whose house a prayer 
meeting was kept. Acts xii. 
12. He was cousin to Bar- 
nabas, and a companion of 
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Paul and Barnabas, Acts xv. 
37, 

MARRIAGE, the act of 
uniting a man and woman in 
wedlock ; it also signities the 
sacred and mystical union 
between Christ and his 
church. Eph. v. 30—32. 
Christians are forbidden to 
marry unbelievers. 2 Cor. vi. 
14. 1 Cor. vii. 39. 

MARY. (1.) The mother 
of our Lord. She was the 
daughter of Eli, or Joachim, 
of the family of David. 

(2.) Mart, the wife of 
Cleophas, and mother of 
James, Jude, Joses, Simeon, 
and Salome. Cleophas and 
Joseph the husband of the 
virgin Mary, were probably 
brothers ; which made these 
Marys sisters. Her children 
are, therefore, represented 
as the brothers of our Lord, 
John xix. 26. Matt, xxvii. 56. 
Luke xxiv. 10. Matt. xiii. 
65. She early believed on 
our Saviour, attended his 
preaching, and ministered to 
him for his support. At a 
distance she with grief wit- 
nessed his crucifixion, Mark 
XV. 40, 41 ; and at his burial, 
prepared spices for embalm- 
ing his body. Luke xxiii. 
66. 

(3.) MaryMagdale'ne, 
seems to have been an in- 
habitant of Magdala; it is 
thought by some, that she 
was a plaiter of hair to the 



were also several other 
Marys. 

MA'TRIX, a place in 
which any thing is formed ; 
a womb. 

MATTHEW, was also 
named Levi, a Galilean by 
birth, and a tax-gatherer by 
profession. He wrote the 
gospel called by his name, 
probably about A. D. 38 or 41, 
in the Hebrew language. 
Some critics maintain, that a 
few years afterward he wrote 
his gospel in Greek ; and 
some consider it to have been 
originally written in that 
language. About A. D. 184, 
there was found in the East 
Indies, a Greek copy. In 
the year A- D. 488, an- 
other Greek copy was found 
at Cyprus, written on wood, 
and esteemed very ancient. 

MATTHIAS, one of the 
seventy disciples, chosen by 
the first church, perhaps 
without a sufficient divine - 
warrant, to fill the place of 
Judas 1 sea riot. 

MAZ'ZAROTH, supposed 
to mean a constellation in 
the heavens. It was the 
Chaldee name for the signs 
of the Zodiac. 

MEASURE, that by which 
any thing is measured or 
proportioned. Many learned 
men have bestowed great 
labour in ascertaining the 
exact length or capacity of 
Hebrew measures ; but they 



women of her city. There I differ widely from each other» 
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and the subject is yet very 
obscure. We have given 
under each term of this sort, 
that explanation which seem- 
ed most probable. 

MEAT-OFFERING, an 
offering consisting generally 
of flour, meal, oil, &c. or 
cakes baked in an oven, &c. 
MEDIA, a vast region be- 
tween Persia and the Cas- 
pian Sea, deriving its name 
from Madai, son of Japhet, 
Gen. X. 2. Cyrus, king of 
Persia, by his wife fell heir 
to the crown of Media, thus 
making the kingdom of the 
Medes and Persians. Me- 
dia is now called Aider- 
. Beitzan, and sometimes Irak 
Jidjam. 

MEDIATOR, one who 
acts between parties at va- 
riance, in order to bring 
them to an agreement. 
Gal. iii. 20. Jesus Christ 
is Ihe one Mediator. He 
alone, by his satisfaction to 
God, and intercession with 
Jiira, and by his powerful 
and gracious instruction and 
influence on sinful men, 
brings both together, into a 
new covenant state of agree- 
ment. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

MEEKNESS, that quiet 
temper of mind, which is not 
soon provoked to anger, but 
suffers injuries without de- 
sire of revenge, and submits 
to the will of God, Col. iii. 
12 ; a humble frame of spirit, 
ready to receive and enter- 
K 



tain the truths of God's word, 
James i. 21. 

MEGID'DO. a city in 
the tribe of Manasseh, fa- 
mous for ^o great battles 
being fought near it. In 
one, Jabin's army was routed 
by Deborah and Barak, 
Judges V. 19 ; in the other. 
Josiah was overthrown and 
slain by Necho, king of 
Egypt, who was on his way 
through the land of Israel 
to attack the king of Babylon. 
2 Kings txiii. 2d, 30. 
Near Megiddo was the town 
of Hadad-Rimmon, (after- 
wards called Maximianopo- 
Us,) therefore the lamentar 
tion for the death of Josiah, 
is called "the mourning of 
Hadad-Rimmon, in the val- 
ley of Megiddon/' Zech. xii. 
11. The greatness of that 
mourning for good Josiah 
was such as that the quoted 
expression was a proverbial 
one for any great sorrow- 
ing, and is so used by the 
prophet. 

MEL'ITA or MALTA, a 
small island of the Medi- 
terranean Sea, is about 18 
miles long, and 12 broad, 
and seems to have had its 
name from its beiog MeUt, 
or a place of refuge to the 
ancient Tyrians in their voy- 
ages to Carthage and Spain. 
About A. D. 63, Paul and 
his companions were ship- 
wrecked on this island, and 
kindly entertained by the 
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natives. It was subjugated 
by the Goths and Vandals in 
the fifth century, taken by 
the Normans in the eleventh, 
end was afterwyd taken by 
Louis IX. of France. About 
A. D. 1530, it was given by 
Charles V. to the Military 
Knights, who had been driv- 
en by the Tiiiks from Rliodes, 
They were dispossessed and 
dispersed by the French un- 
der Bonaparte, in 1798. It 
was afterwards taken from 
the French by England, un- 
der the government of which 
country it now remains. The 
number of inhabitants is 
about 50,000. These are for 
the most part. Catholics, and 
excessively ignorant and de- 
graded, Mr. Fisk saw no 
books in their language, but 
a popish catechism, the gos- 
pel of John, (printed by the 
Church Missionary Socictj', 
under the superintend ance of 
Mr. Jowett,) a grammar, and 
a dictionary. It has lately 
become a centre of Mission- 
ary and Bible operations for 
the countries bordering on 
the Mediterranean. 

MELCHIZEDEK, king 
•f Salem, and priest of the 
Most High God. Who he 
was, has afforded much dis- 
pute. Some suppose him 
to be Christ, or the Holy 
Ghost; but Paul distinguish- 
es between him and our Sa- 
viour, and says, he was but 
«* made like unto the Son of 



God.*' Both Moses and Paul 
represent him as a mere 
man who reigned at Salem. 
Jesus is a priest after the 
order of Melchizedek; as 
God, he was , without begin- 
ning ; as man, his ori|;in 
was miraculous ; he was in- 
stalled in his office onl}' by 
God, and is therein superior 
to all tbe Aaronic and ran- 
somed priests. 

MER'ARiTES, descend- 
ants of Merari, the third 
son of Levi. These were 
bearers of the materials of 
the tabernacle, and in later 
times sacred porters. 

MERCURY, one of the 
fabulous deities of the Heath- 
en, was the son of Jupiter 
and Maia, and messenger to 
the rest. He was worship- 
ped as the patron of learning, 
eloquence, and trade. He 
was sometimes called JTer^ 
files. The fluency of Paul 
made the people of Lystra 
suppose Paul was Mercury. 
Acts xiv. 12. 

MERCY. That attribute 
of God which induces him to 
pity and relieve his suffering 
creatures. All our blessings 
are therefore called mercies. 
It means also that feeling, 
which prompts us to assist 
the unfortunate, and to for- 
give those that do wrong. 

MERCY-SEAT, the lid 
of the ark of the covenant, 
round which was the crown 
or border of gold, and on 
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vbich the cherdbim were 
represcuted as looking. Be 
fore this the High Priest 
stood to ask counsel of the 
Lord, and there he received 
blessings 'for the people. 
Christ is our mercy-seat, 
Rom. iii. 25, and by him we 
have access to the Father. 

MESOPOTAMIA. The 
word means between rivers 
The famous province of this 
name was between the Ti- 
gris and Euphrates, and is 
called in the Old Testament, 
Padan-Aram ; by the an 
cient Greeks, Seleucia ; and 
by the Latins, Mediamna. 
Some suppose the wise men 
who visited the infant Jesus 
were from this country 
Here was the garden of 
Eden, and the tower of Babel. 
It was the original residence 
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
all their children, save Ben- 
jamin, Gen. xi. 31. It was 
astonishingly populous, con- 
taining according to Ptolemy 
70 important cities. Chris- 
tianity in a mutilated form 
still exists here, amid much 
Turkish oppression. The 
region is now called Diar' 
bekir. 

MESSIAH, the same as 
Christ, and signifies the an- 
ointed. It is applied exclu- 
sively, to that sovereign De- 
liverer, who was expected 
by the Jews, and came at 
the appointed time. Dan. ix. 
25»26. John L 41. 



MICAH, a prophet, who 
lived in the latter days of 
Isaiah and Hosea.' The book 
written by Micah, is one of 
the most important prophecies 
in the Old Testament. Pre- 
vious predictions had limited 
the "seed of the woman,'* 
to the line of Shem, the de« 
sccndants of Abraham, the 
tribeof Judah, and the house 
of David. Micah sheds fur-^ 
ther light, by designating the 
very place of his birth, 
Ch. V. 2, with other important 
circumstances of his king- 
dom and glory. 

MIDIAN, a territory on 
the east border of the Dead 
Sea, so called from Midian, 
the fourth son of Abraham,by 
Keturah. The Midiaoites join- 
ed with Moab in seducing Is- 
rael, for which their kingdom 
was nearly destroyed. Having 
oppressed Israel seven years 
in tlie days of Gideon, the 
Lord delivered them inte 
the hands of a few Hebrews, 
by whom they were nearly 
exterminated, and the re- 
mainder are supposed to have 
become incorporated with 
the Moabites or Ammon* 
ites. 

MILETUS,orMiLSTtrM, 
a seaport city of Caria, in 
Lesser Asia, and the capi- 
tal of both Caria and Ionia. 
It is said to have been 
built by Miletus, the son 
of Apollo. .Here were 
four harboars sufficient to 
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hold all the Persian - fleet. 
Here was a magnificent tem- 
ple ef Apollo. Here Thales 
and Anaximenea^ the famed 
philosophers, were born, and 
Txmotneu9 the famous musi- 
cian. The place was famed 
for its milotey or milatet a 
eoft kind of wood, of which 
they made fine carpets. 
Paul sent for, and gave sol- 
emn charges to the elders 
of that church. Acts xx. 15 — 
38. For about three hun 
dred years after Christ, we 
find no marks of a church 
at Miletus ; but in the 6th, 
6th. 7th, and 8th centuries 
of the Christian era, there 
were bishops in this place. 
Since the Saracens ravaged 
these parts, it has so gone to 
ruin, that nothing is to be 
■een hut rubbish, and a few 
cottas^es for shepherds. 

MILL. See Grind. 

MILLET, a very common 
grain in eastern countries, 
Cut far inferior in excellence 
to wheat. Its name is de- 
rived from the Latin miller a 
thousand, in allusion to its 
extraordinary fruitfulness. 
It is made into bread with 
oil or butter, and is almost 
the only food of the poorest 
classes in Arabia Felix. 

MINCING, doing a thing 
affectedly, as eating, walking, 
fcc. Isa. iii. 16. 

MINISTER, one who 
serves another. It is ap- 
pJied to Christ, who is called a 



minister of the sanctuary,*' 
being now entered into heav - 
en, where he is our preva- 
lent Intercessor ; to such as 
are appointed to attend the 
service of God in his church, 
to dispense faithfully and 
wisely the word and sacra- 
ments ; to officers of the state 
and magistrates, who punish 
the transgressors of the law, 
and defend the good ; to the 
holy angels, who are always 
ready to execute the com- 
mands of God. 

MIRACLE, a wonder ; an 
effect above any human skill 
to accomplish, performed, la 
proof of some important truth. 
The divinity of our Saviour 
was proved by the miracles 
he performed. They were 
such as could be wrought 
only by the power of God, 
and had for their object, to 
confirm a doctrine most be- 
coming the glorious attri- 
butes of God ; and for the ac- 
complishment of the proph- 
ecies concerning the Messi- 
ah, whose coming was fore- 
told to be with miraculous 
healing benefits. John iii. 2, 
9,16. 

MITE, the smallest Jew- 
ish coin, equal to about one 
sixth or eighth of our cent. 

MITYLE'NE, the capital 
of Lesbos, an island in the 
east end of the Mediterra- 
nean, was a large and beau- 
tiful city.* It was famous as 
the birth place oiMetms tbft 
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poet, Sappho the poetess, 
TheopftaneSf the historiao, 
JPittacua, the philosopher, 
and DiopTianea, the orator. 
It is now called Castro. 

MOAB. 1. The son of Lot, 
was bom about the same 
time as Isaac, in A. M. 2108. 
2. The land called by his 
name, eastward of the Dead 
Sea, and about the river Ar- 
non. The present name of 
this country is El Rabha. 

MOLOCH, an idol of the 
Ammonites ; called also Ash- 
toreth and Malcom, or Mil- 
corn. Solomon built a tem- 
ple to this deity, and the Is- 
raelites seemed more easily 
to slide into the- idolatry of 
this god than any other. Lev. 
xviii. 21. 1 Kings xi. See 
AsHTORETK and Baal 

MONEY. Coined money 
was in use long before the 
time of Christ. A talent of 
silver was equal to fifteen 
hundred dollars of our mon- 
ey ; a talent of gold to twen- 
ty-four thousand. The coin 
commonly called " a piece of 
money," was probably a 
shekel, or the Greek stater, 
which was of the value of 
fifty cents. Matt. xvii. 27. 
A pound was about equal to 
sixty shekels. A penny was 
one fourth of a stater or 
shekel, equal to 12 cents of 
our money. A farthing 
was the fortieth part of a 
penny, or about the third of 
our cent Matt v. 26. A 



mite was half a farthing. 
Mark xii. 42. It is thought 
there was also a farthmg 
equal to one tenth of a Ro- 
man penny. 

MONEY-CHANGERS 
were such as, at a certain 
rate of profit, exchanged for- 
eign coins, or gave smaller 
pieces of money for larger, 
or larger for smaller, to ac- 
commodate such as came to 
worship at Jerusalem. As 
all Jews were obliged to 
contribute for the support 
of the temple, and to pay 
in Jewish money, (Nehe- 
miah x. 32,) their traffic was 
profitable. They seem not 
to have been strictly just in 
their dealings, and the place 
they chose for their business 
was improper. Jesus twice 
drove them from the temple. 
John ii. 14, 15. Matt. xxi. 
12. 

MONTH, a space of time, 
which, if measured by thdv 
moon, (whence its name) is 
called lunar ; and if by the 
sun, is called solar. See 
Year. When we speak of 
Jewish months as correspond- 
ing to ours, some allowance 
must be made; for their's 
were lunar, and ours are so- 
lar, which are not exactly 
alike. The Hebrew months 
commonly answer to two of 
our mouths, and partake of 
both. In the following table 
the months are numbered as 
they stood both in the civil 
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and sacred years, and corre's- 
pood principalfy to the month 
named, and partly to the 
succeeding one : 

Civit. Sacred. 

1. Tizri, 7. September. 

2. Marchesvan, 8. Octobei 



3. Chuleu, 


9. 


4. rebe^ 


10. 


6. Shebat, 


11. 


6. Adar, 


12. 


7. Abib, or Nwao, 


1. 


«. Jiar,orZif, 


2. 


9 Sivan, 


S. 


10. Thammiu, 


4. 


U. Ab, 


5. 


12. Elal, 


6. 



Norember. 

December. 

January. 

Febniarjr. 

March. 

ApriL 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August 

MOON, a secondary plan- 
. et, always attendant on our 
earth. The moon was form- 
ed to giv^e li^ht in, and rule 
the night, and to distinguish 
times and seasons. Gen. i. 14. 
She seems to have a mighty 
influence on the ebbing and 
flowing of the sea ; and was 
the great regulator of the 
Jewish feasts. The heathens 
have generally worshipped 
the moon, under the names 
of Queen of heaven, Venus, 
Urania, Succothbenoth, Ash 
taroth, Diana, Hecate, or per- 
haps JMeni, &c. Job. xxxi. 26, 
27. Deut. iv. 19. xvii. 3. The 
orientals regulate their jour 
neys by the moon, and set 
off soon after her change. 

MORDECAI, the son of 
Jair, grandson of Kish, and 
descendant of the family of 
Saul, was carried to Baby- 
lon with Jehoiachin, king of 



be one of the great men of 
the kingdom. Ruth iv. 1, 
£sther ii. 19, and v. 9. 

MOTE, a speck, or splin- 
ter; any very small thing. 
A person greatly under the 
dominion of any particu- 
lar sin, repraving another 
who is less so, is compared 
by our Saviour, to a man's 
attempting to pull a mote 
out of his friend's eye, while 
a beam is in his own. Matt, 
vii. 3. 

MOTH, a very small, frail 
insect, found most frequent- 
ly in garments which lay 
long unused, rnsects which 
fly, are divided by natural- 
ists into Dinrnat and Noctur- 
nal, or Butterflies and Moths. 
By far the greatest number 
belong to the latter class, of 
which some idea may be 
gained from the variety 
which assemble round a 
liirht in summer. The kind 
which produces the injury 
to woollens, is a small white 
miller, seen in the spring, 
flying about in book or fur 
stores, &c. It lays its eggs 
where the worm, when 
hatched, may find food till 
changed into winged insects, 
like the parent. The allu- 
sions to this creature in sa- 
cred Scripture are important, 
though not numerous. It is 
said, Job iv. 19, that man is 



Judah, when he was very " crushed before the moth;" 
young. He rose to a seat at I that is, is overcome by the 
the king's gate; that is, tal smallest eaemies, an4 8Q« 
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cretly and imperceptibly 
wastes away, as doth a gar- 
ment. Isa. 1. 9. When the 
Lord meant to destroy £- 
phraitit, but not suddenly, 
he says, " I will be as a moth 
unto Ephratm." The moth 
forms her cell in the cloth, 
and is, therefore, destroying 
her abode day by day, till at 
last both are reduced to no- 
thing. Such is the prosperity 
of a wicked man, ** he build- 
eth his house as a moth." He 
lives only to adjust his nest, 
and revel in his plenty, but 
both he and his shall be de- 
stroyed. Job xxii. 18. 

MOUSE, a very small 
quadruped, but very injuri- 
ous. Some are peculiar to 
fields and gardens, never ap- 
proaching houses ; and some 
Jive in houses only. In east- 
ern countries the field mouse 
sometimes ravages whole 
fields, and even districts, 
which was one of the plagues 
endured by the Philistines 
for keeping the ark of God, 
and the reason why five 
golden mice were sent back 
with it. 1 Sam. vi. 4, 5. 
Some eminent authors con- 
sider that our common mouse 
is not mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, and that the word so 
rendered, 1 Sam. vi. 6, Isa. 
Ixvi. 17, means the Jerboa^ 
or mountain rat, of Arabia, 
Palestine, &c. See Coney. 
Mice are amazingly pro- 
lific ; and were not the in-J 



crease kept down by their 
being the chosen food of 
owls, hawks, snakes, wea- 
sels, cats, &c. they would 
prove a continual scourge. 

MULE, an animal of mixed 
breed, between a horse and 
an ass. We know of the ex- 
istence of mules so long ago 
as the time of Homer ; and 
though the Jews were for- 
bidden to have any mixed 
race of animals, yet they 
were employed in the Holy ' 
Land long before the time of 
David. It is remarkably 
sure footed, patient, hardy, 
obstinate, swift and strong; 
and lives to twice the ago of 
a iiorse. They are little 
used in New England, but 
are very common in the 
southern states. Still more 
use is made of them in South 
America, France, Spain, and 
especially in mountainous re- 
gions, as the Alps, Pyren- 
nees olc 

MUNITION, a fort; a se- 
cure place. Isa. xxxiii. 16. 
The word is now chiefly used 
to mean materials for war. 

MURRAIN, a disease 
which smote the cattle of the 
Egyptians, and is rapid and 
destructive in its progress. 
As in Europe epidemic dis- 
tempers in cattle have been 
known to advance over a 
country at the rate of a cer- 
tain number of miles in a 
day, it has been supposed that 
the cause was flying insects. 
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MUSIC is of very ancient 
origiD. Tubal, a descendant 
of Cain, long before the flood, 
taught men to play on the 
harp and organ. Laban 
complained that Jacob de- 
prived him of an opportuni- 
ty of sending off his daugh- 
ters with music. Gen. iv. 21, 
xxxi. 27. The ancient He- 
brews had a taste for music : 
when they had passed the 
Red Sea, both men and 
women sung their respective 
hymns to the praise of their 
miraculous Deliverer. Exod. 
XV. Silver trumpets were 
divinely ordered to be made 
for sounding over their sac- 
rifices, especially at solemn 
feasts. Num. x. David was 
an excellent musician, and it 
seems had plenty of singing 
men and singing women iu 
his court. 1 Sam. xvi. Sol- 
omon had them perhaps in 
far greater number. £ccl. 
ii. 8. In the time of Jerobo- 
am the son of Jo&sh, the 
Israelites valued themselves 
upon inventing new musical 
instruments. Amos vi. 5. At 
his idolatrous festival, Nebu- 
chadnezzar had a large con- 
cert of music; and music 
was the ordinary recreation 
of the Midian king. Dan. 
ili. 5, 15. David composed a 
variety of Psalms, and caus- 
ed his skilful players to set 
then to music, as appears by 
their inscriptions to Jedu- 
thun^ Asaph, or the sons of 



Korah. 1 Ch(ron.xv.l6. As the 
Levites were eased of a great 
part of their charge, by the 
tabernacle and ark being fix- 
ed in a place, David had 
great numbers of them de- 
vote themselves to music, 
and distributed four thousand 
sacred singers into twenty- 
four classes, who should 
serve at the temple in their 
turns. The three chief mu- 
sicians were Asaph, Heman, 
and Jeduthun. The four 
sons of Asaph, six of Jedu- 
thun, and fourteen of He- 
man, constituted the chiefs 
of these twenty-four classes. 
Their xeginotk, or string- 
ed instruments, were the 
psaltery and harp, to which 
may perhaps be added, the 
shcminithf shiishan, or shu' 
shaniniy and the alamoth, the 
dulcimer and sachhut; and 
the NEHIL.OTH, or wind in- 
struments, were the organ^ 
comet, flute t pipe, and trum- 
pet. They had also timbrels, 
cymbals, and bells. But as 
to many of these instruments, 
our best information afibrds 
us no certain knowledge of 
iheir particular forms. 

MUSTARD, a plant, the 
seed of which is very small, 
but which in some latitudes 
acquires a great size, so as to 
be truly the " greatest among 
h^rbs." Mention is made 
in the Talmud of enormous 
mustard plants, into one of 
which the owner cUmbed> 



NAH 



1^9 



NAK 



asinto, a fig-tree ; aud anoth 
er was so large as to cover 
a tent. That mentioned in 
Matt. xiii. SI, is called b;^ 
liinnaeus, Sinapi Etsroeai- 
lies. Its branches are real 
wood, as appears from a spe- 
cimen in the collection of 
the late Sir Joseph Banks. 

MYRRH, a gum issuine 
from the myrrh-tree, which 
is common in Arabia, Egypt, 
and Abyssinia. -Sometimes 
it issues spontaneously; but 
is chiefly obtained by means 
of incision. The incisions^ 
■ are made twice a year, and 
the gum is received on mats 
spread' below. It comes to 
ISorope in loose grains some- 
what like gum-arabic. The 
ancients used it as a per* 
fume, and for embalming 
the dead. It is very bitter ; 
whence it is called gall ; and 
has the property, liko opium, 
of mitigating the sense oi 
pain. Ilence some one be- 
nevolently offered it to Christ, 
bat he declined such relief. 
MYRTLE, a beautiful 
plant, of lowly stature, very 



common in the east. The 
blossoms are perfectly white, 
and intensely fragrant. lo 
this uncongenial country, its 
size is very diminutive ; but 
in the Levant it attains the 
height of eight or ten feet. 
The church is compared to 
the myrtle. l8a.Jv. 13. 

MYS'IA,the north-west- 
em province of Asia Minor* 
on the .£gean Sea. Acts xvi. 
7, 8. Cicero, in his orations, 
calls the people a despUaibU 
race. 

MYSTERY, a secret; 
something which, at present, 
we do not fully understand. 
Thus the doctrine of a Trin- 
ity, the incarnation, the union 
which exists between Christ 
and his people, &c. are my«- 
teries. Many things which 
were mysteries anciently, 
are made known by Christ 
and bis apostles ; and many 
things in the Bible which 
are mysteries to the irreli- 
gious, or to feeble Christians, 
are understood by such as 
are eminently good and 
studious. 



NAHUM, the seventh of 
the minor prophets, is though t 
to have lived at the time Sen- 
nacherib invaded Judah. The 
book which bears his name, 
L 



is in the form of a poem ; and 
is thought by tritlcs, to be"^ 
one of the most finished and 
sublime, in any language. 
NAKED ; uncovered, ex- 
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posed. Gen. it. 25. This 
word is often used, in a 
modified sense, to describe a 

Sersoo only partly clothed, 
licah i. 8. John xxi. 7. 
It is also used figuratively, in 
various senses. Job xxvi. 
6,&c. 

NA'OMI, and her hus- 
band £Iimelech« retired to 
the land of Moab» because of 
a famine in Canaan ; where 
.their two sons, Mahton and 
Chilion, married Orpah and 
Ruth. A fler about ten years, 
Elimetech and his sons died 
without leaving any chil- 
dren. Naomi resolving to 
return to her country, her 
daughters-in-law attended 
her. She admonished them 
what difficulties they might 
expect, and Orpah returned ; 
but Ruth adhered to her, 
and embraced the Jewish 
religion. 

NATURE. (1.) Thenat 
ural order of things, estab- 
lished in the world. (2.) The 
actual state of any thing, or 
that which makes it what it 
is. (3.) That principle of 
reason, or natural' light in 
the mind of man, which is 
capable of great improve- 
• ment, but requires.the grace 
of God to direct it to its 
proper end. Romans ii. 14. 
. 1 Cor. xi. 14. 

NAZARETH, a sfnall city 
of Galilee, about 75 miles 
north of Jerusalem. It was 
noted for wickedness. Mark 



i. 9. John i. 46. Here onr 
Saviour laboured the most 
part of the thirty years of his 
private ^te; but their con- 
tempt of his ministry, and 
early attempt to murder him, 
occasioned bis residing there 
but little afterwards, and 
working few miracles among 
them. Luke iv. 16—29. It 
has continued to this day, to 
be a place of some note ; and 
it now contains, according to 
the hte P. Fisk, about 500 
houses. Among the popula- 
tion are Greeks, Catholics, 
Greek Catholics, and Maron- 
ites. Mr. Fisk was hospita- 
bly entertained in one of 
their convents. The preci- 
pice over which the people 
attempted to push our Sa- 
viour, is still conspicuous. 
Luke iv. 29. 

NAZARITE, or Naza- 
HENE, a Jew who made a 
vow to observe uncommon 
devotion either for a given 
period or for life. Numb. vL 

Jesus Christ was in fact, 
what, these were in profes- 
sion, consecrated to God^ 
and hence is called a Naz- 
arcne. That Christ should 
be thus consecrated is de- 
clared by various prophets, 
though he is not mentioned 
in the Old Testament, under 
thatexpress title. Matt. ii. 23. 

NEAP'OLIS, a sea-port in 
Macedonia, Acts zvi. 11, the 
same city which is now call- 
ed J\rapoU, ^ 
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NEBO, a city 8 miles soath 
of HeshboD. It is now called 
Marim, 

Mount Nbbo, where Mo- 
ses died, stood in tlie lot of 
Reuben. There was also an 
idol of this name, thought by 
some to be the same as Dagim. 
Isa. xlvi. 1. As, however, 
this name is found in the 
cOraposition of many Chal- 
dec words, such as Nebu- 
chadnezzar, Nabonaasar, Na- 
bo-polassar, &c., it may be a 
different eod. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR, 
^ebvuhadrezzafy or JVabo- 
poUuBOTy the most famed 
king of Babylon. When 
Pharaoh-necho had taken 
Carchemish, a city on the 
Euphrates, the Phenicians, 
and part of the Syrians, re- 
volted from the Chaldeans, 
who it seems had just before 
reduced them. Nabopolassar, 
being then stricken in years, 
sent Nebuchadnezzar, his 
son^ with an army, to recover 
them. He gained a com- 
plete victory over the Egyp- 
tians at Carchemish, retook 
the place, and put the garri- 
son to the sword. He then, 
with an army of 180,000 foot, 
120,000 horse, and 10,000 
chariots, according to Eupo- 
lerous, ravaged Phenicia and 
Canaan ; took Jerusalem, and 
bound Jehoiakim, then trib- 
utary to the Egyptians, in 
chains, to carry him to Baby- 



lon ) but afterwards allowed 
him to retain his kingdom, u 
a vassal of the Chaldeans^ 
He carried to Babylon, among 
other pryices of Judah, Dan- 
iel; Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah ; whom he' called 
Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Me- 
shacb, and Abednego. These, 
and other young captives, he 
caused to be trained up in all 
the iMuiingof the Chalde- 
ans, mt they mi^ht serve 
in the court 2 Kings xziv. 
Dan.i. 

About A. M. 8899, his 
father died, and be was sole 
king of Babylon. In the 
second year of his reign, he 
had a surprisipg dream, but 
entirely forgot it. All the 
diviners being applied to in 
vain, Daniel declared to him 
both the dream and the in- 
terpretation. He was so 
astonished, and yet so con- 
vinced of the truth, that he 
fell on his face before Daniel, 
and acknowledged his God, 
to be the God of gods, and 
Lord of kings. He made 
Daniel fhief of the wise 
men, and governor of the 
province of Babylon; and 
made Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, subordinate 

S>vernors in the same place, 
an. ii. 
* NECROMANCER, a con- 
jurer, who pretended to re- 
veal secrets by intercourse 
widi the dead. Deut. xviii. 11. 
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NEHEMIAH,the son of 
Hachaliah, was, perhaps, of 
the royal family of David. 
His being cup-bearer in the 
Persian court, and his suc- 
ceeding Zerubbabel in the 
government of the Jews, 
tends to confirm this opinion. 
He wrote the book in the 
Old Testament which bears 
his name. Nehemiah was 
not a prophet, but a Mkprian ; 
and his narrative oegins 
about 12 years after that of 
Ezra closes. 

NEIGHBOUR. (1.) One 
who lives near another. (2.) 
Every man to whom We have 
an opportunity of doing good, 
Matt xxii. 39. (3.) One 
who pities and relieves an- 
other m distress. Luke x.^36. 
(4.) One who stands in need 
of help. Prov. iii. 28. Qur 
Saviour reproved the Phari- 
sees for using the word in a 
restrained sense, and inform; 
ed them that the whole 
world were their neighbours, 
and that their charity should 
be exercised, even to their 
enemies. Matt v. 43, 44. 
Luke X. 29-^7. 

NEW TESTAMENT— 
The sacred book of Chris- 
tians, though not to the ex- 
clusion entirely of the Old 
Testament. The books which 
, compose the New Testa- 
n^eht are supposed to have 
been written in the follow- 
ing order : 



A.D. 

38. ThffGoBpelof ISattheirwnttca 

in Judea. 
53. lit and 2d Then, wntten from 

Corinth. 
82, Galat. MrrHten from Corinth «r 



65. 



90. 



Itt Corinth, from Ephctus. 

2d Corinth, from Macedonia. 

Romans ivritten from Corinth. 

Epfaesiaus, writcen from Rome 

Jama, written at JerusiJem. 

Philippiant, Colossiani and Phil- 
emon, written from .Rome. 

The Gospel of Luke written in 
Greece. 

Hebrews, written from Rome. 

The Acts of the Apostles, writ- 
ten in Greece. 

1st Timothy and Titus, written 
in Macedonia. 

1st Peter, written from Babylon. 

The Gospel of Mark, wiitten 
from Rome. 

2d Timothy, written from Rome. 

2d Peter, written from Bnbyl<>** 

Jude, where written, unknown. 

1st John, written from Patmo% 

2d and Sd John, from Epheawu 

J(rfin, at Ephestts, writes the 
book of Reveiation. 

John writes his Gospel at the 
same place. 



NICOLA'ITANS. It is 
not known whether these 
were a sect, or only persocis 
of a certain description ; nor 
is it known from whom the 
name is derived. They art 
supposed to have denied tlie 
real human nature of Christ, 
and of course the reality of 
his sufferings. They seem 
to have been singularly prol^ 
ligate and impure. Roy. ii. 6. 
It is thought they are alluded 
to in 2 Pet ii. and Jade 
7--19. 

NIGHT. (1.) The time 



NIN 



1« 



NOD 



^wben Uie ran is below our 
horiaon. (2.) The time ol 
l^thenish leoorance and 

(sT Adversity. Isa. xxi. 12. 
(4.) Death, wherein we are 
laid asleep. John ix. 4. (5.) 
The season in which any 
thing comes suddenly and 
unexpectedly upon us. 1 
Thess. V. 2. Isa. xv. 1. Luke 
jui. 20. (6.) The whole 
time of our life on earth, 
during which we are dark, 
by reason of ignorance, and 
are exposed to danger anid sin- 
ful atuiiiblln^. Rom.xm.l2. 

NINEVEH, a city of 
Assyria. It was the capital 
of Uiat empire till Eshar- 
haddon conqiiered Babvlon, 
when that city shared the 
royal presence, the court 
being sometimes at one 
place and sometimes at the 
other. 

It was founded by Jithur, 
the son of Shem, Oene- 
fiie X. 11, and became one 
of the largest cities in the 
world. In the 29th year of 
the reign of Josiah, king of 
Judah, Nineveh was utterly 
destroyed by the Medes. It 
was afterward partially re 
built, but never became con- 
siderable. It is now called 
Jiioiul, and is only famous 
for being the resldfi^ce of 
the Patriarch of the Nestori- 
ans, of which sect ^fe most 
of the Christians in those 
pa|^t M<l9Vll i» on the we^t 



side of the Tigris, and was 
anciently only an appendage 
to the city, which itself stciod 
on the east side, where ruins 
of vast extent have been 
seen by modern travellers. 
According to Diodorus Sicu- 
lus, the drcumference of 
Nineveh wu sixty miles. 
Hence Jonah was three days 
in going round to proclaim its 
overthrow ; twenty miles 
being as much as a man can 
leisurely walk in a day. 

The destruction of Nine- 
veh, above, mentioned, ful- 
filled the following prophe- 
cies, to which the reader is 
referred. Jonah iii. Nahum 
ii. and iii. Zephaniah ii. 13. 
It is often matter of wonder, 
how structures so vast as 
were many in Nineveh, es- 
pecially the walls, which 
were nearly 80 feet thick, 
could be so utterly thrown 
down, that the very situation 
of some ancient cities cannot 
now be clearly ascertained. 
The case is explained when 
we remember that the cost 
and difficulty of obtaining 
materials for building in the 
east, has made it common, 
from time immemorial, to re- 
sort to deserted towns for 
materials to erect new ones. 
Thus Seleucia was buUt 
with the ruins of Babylon, 
and Mosul from those of 
Nineveh. 

NOD, a land to which 
Q^in wtihdrfw after his 
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fratricide. Gen. iv, 16. We 
have no meant at present, 
knowing what country this 
was. 

"SOPH, the ancient Mem 
phi$t near to which are the 
&BIOUS pyramids. It seems 
not improbable that these 
Pyramids were built by the 
children of Israel, while 
slaves to Pharaoh; but 
whether they were designed 
as places of worship or sepul- 
chres for the dead,is uncertain. 

NUMBERS, the fourth 
book of the Old Testament. 



So called from its containmg 
of an account of the numbering 
of the children of Isn||£ 
Ch»pters i. ii. and zxvi^BK 
records the history of Israel, 
for 88 years, that is, from the 
beginning of the second 
month of the second year 
after their exodus from £- 
gypt, to the beginning of the 
eleventh month of Sie for- 
tieth year of their journey- 
ings. Most of the transac- 
tions which are mentioned, 
took place in the second and 
thirty-eighth years. 



o. 



OAK, a tree of great stat< 
ure and durability. Abra- 
ham pitched his tent, and 
Joshua set up the taber- 
nacle beneath an oak, Joshua 
zziv. 26. Its durability 
made the idolater select it as 
the substance of his god. Is. 
zliv. 14. The British Druids 
held it sacred. It is admira- 
ble timber for ships, and is 
now chiefly used for that 
purpose. 

OATH, a solemn act, 
wherein we swear by God ; 
or call him to witness the 
truth of what we assert or 
promise, and to curse us in 
time and eternity, if we 
swear what is false or un- 
known to us, or if wc do not 



perform what we engage. 
An oath should never be 
taken but in matters of 
importance, nor sworn by 
the name of any but the 
true God, as it is an act of 
solemn worship. Josh, zziii. 
7. James y. 12. Deut vi. 
13. Matt. V. 84, 35. Jer. v. 
7; — nor irreverently, with- 
out godly fear and awe of 
the Most High. The mul- 
tiplication of oaths, therefore, 
in commerce, and common 
afikirs, is a great sin. The 
irreverent and hurried man- 
ner in which they are too 
frequently administered, has 
a great tendency to increase 
perjury. 
OBAPIAH, is thoughyo 
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have lived about the tim£' probable, from a close exam- 



that Jerusalem was sacked 
by Nebuchadnezzar.'^ He 
prophesied of the destruction 
of Edom, and the future pros- 
perity of Zion. 

OFFERING, a sacrifice ; 
any thing offered or present- 
ed in worship. The He- 
brews had several kinds of 
Offerings, which were all in- 
tended to exhibit and enforce 
the great truths of religion. 

The Burnt-Offerings 
were presented to God, as 
the Maker, Preserver, and 
Lord of the universe, enti- 
tled to all adoration and hon- 
otir. The " whole burnt-of- 
ferings," as their name im- 
ports, were all burnt except 
the skin. They signified to 
the people, that the whole 
man, in whose stead they 
were offered, was to be en- 
tirely devoted to God, with- 
out reserve ; that he himself 
had deserved to be utterly 
consumed ; - that the suffer- 
ings of *the Messiah, as the 
sinner's substitute, would be 
extremely great; and that 
all fleshly lusts, and selfish- 
ness of principle, are to be 
completely mortified by the 
worshippers of Jehovah. 

The Sin-offering and 
the Trespass-Offering, 
are described Lev. iv. and v. ; 
but the exact difference be- 
tween the transgressions to 
which tfiey have reference 
is very obscure. It seems 



ination of these chapters, 
Uiat*the sin-offering was for 
violation of prohibitory stat- 
utes ; and the trespass- offer- 
ing was for neglect of imper- 
ative statutes. It was not so' 
entirely consumed by fire as 
the burnt-offering. (Com- 
pare Lev. i. 9, and ch. vii. 8, 
with ch. vi. 26, 26, and 29.) 
The victim was intended as 
an atonement for iniquity ; it . 
was brought to the door of 
the tabernacle,— the offender 
put his hand upon its head, 
confessed his sins, and sup- 
plicated pardon, saying, **I 
beseech thee,0 Lord ; I have 
sinned, I have trespassed, I 
have rebelled ; — but now I 
repent, and let this," (that 
is, his sacrifice) " be my ex- 
piation." The animal was 
then slain, and reconciliation 
enjoyed with God. It is 
thus we confess our sins, in 
an humble dependence up- 
on the atonement of Jesus 
Christ, and look for salvation 
through his precious blood. 
ResmtUion, so often men- 
tioned in Scripture, formed 
an indispensable part of the 
duty of him that presented 
these offerings. If he 'held 
his neighbour's property un- 
justly, he not only now re- 
stored it, but added a fifth part. 
Num. v. 5—8. Ex. xxii. 3—8. 
The Peace-Offerinos 
and Thank-Offerinqs, 
had respect to God, as recon*. 
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eiled to us, and the Giver 
of all our possessions, — they 
were free-will or voluihary 
oblations, either in return for 
blessings received, or in sup- 
plication for mercies desired. 
The blood, &c. of these vic- 
tims was offered up by the 
priest, and the remainder 
returned to the worshipper, 
who added to it such other 
things as he chose, and made 
a feast, to which widows, or- 
phans, slaves, and Levites, 
were invited. Jesus Christ 
is our Peace-Ofiering, and it 
is for him, and by him, that 
we render thanksgivings un- 
to the Father. 

The WAVE-OrFEBiiros 
were sliaken or tossed to and 
fro, towards the several parts 
of the world, to denote God's 
universal dominion and the 
extent of the Redeemer's sa- 
crifice. 

« The law was a shadow of 
good things to come; but 
the body is of Christ" Colos. 
ii. 17 ; and Heb. x. 1. Many 
of the Hebrews, it is proba- 
ble, placed a carnal depen- 
dence on ceremonial ofifer- 
Aags, and did not entirely 
appreciate their symbolical 
meaning. But this error is 
.dfcidedTy condemned in ma- 
^«iy places. Ps. 1. 8—28. xl. 
6, 9. Isa. i. 11—20. Hos. vi. 
6. Mic. vi. 6— 8, &c. 

OIL ; OiirTMENT— is now 
extracted from the fat of 
from flaxseed^ and a 



multitude of other substan- 
ces. Oil obtained from <^ive«, 
that is, such as we now caill 
aweet ot7, was abundant ia 
the Holy Land. Deut xxxii. 
13. Bread dipped in oil, was 
reckoned a delicate repast. 
An infusion of some flowers 
made it very fragraiit for 
anointing. Matt. xxvi. 7. Ps. 
xcii. 10. The Hebrews used 
olive oil in their meat-offer- 
ings, in their sacred lamps, 
and in their common use ; 
but there was an oil very 
precious and sacred, com- 
pounded with cinnamon, ca- 
lamus, cassia, and myrrh, 
which was used in the an- 
ointing of the priests, the 
tabernacle and furniture. 
None of it was to be applied 
to any other use ; nor was 
any for common use. to be 
made like to it 

OLIV£T, or Moujtt of 
Olives, stood about six hun- 
dred and twenty-five paces 
eastof Jerusalem,fF0i9 which 
it was separated by the val- 
ley of Jehoshaphat and brook 
Kidron. 

OLIVE, a tree very com- 
mon in Judea. There are 
two kinds, the wild and the 
cultivated ; the former being 
smaller and poorer than the 
latter. It is the chief re- 
source of Orientals for oil, 
an article they use in great 
abundance, both for food and 
ointment, as well as light It 
was also considered gooi for 



ON 



m 



OPH 



wounds, bruises, &c. It was 
6od*s sigD of peace to Noah. 
Capt. Cook found that green 
branches, carried in the 
hands, or stuck in the ground, 
were the emblems oi peace, 
universally employed and 
understood by the numerous 
and untutored inhabitants of 
the South Sea islands. The 
origin of a custom, thus re 
ceived, and religiously ob- 
served, by nations dwelling 
on opposite sides of the globe, 
who never had the smallest 
intercourse with on^ another, 
must be sought for near the 
beginning of time, when the 
inhabitants of our earth, form- 
ing but one family, attached 
the most pleasing recollec- 
tions to the bringing of an 
olive branch. Gen. viii. 11. 
ON, a city of Egypt, call- 
ed Heliopolis by the Sep-, 
tuagint version, Gen. xll. 45, 
and by Herodotus, who says 



the inhabitants were 



isays 
"the 

wisest of the Egyptians." 
The father-in-law of Joseph, 
was High Priest of On. Thi» 
Was the city of Moses, ac- 
cording to Berosus, and ac- 
counts for his being ** learn- 
ed in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians." Actsvii.22. He- 
liopolis was the Greek trans- 
lation of JBeth'Shemesh, " the 
house or city of the sun," 
and is called " Beth-shemesh 
in the land of l^rpt," (Jer. 
zliii. 18,) to oRtinguish it 
from a place of the same 



name in Canaan. Joshaa 
xix.38. 

ONES/IMtJS, a slave of 
Philemon, a wealthy Chris* 
tian in Colosse< For some 
unknown reason, he abscond- 
ed from his master. Coming 
to Rome, he was converted 
to Christianity by Paul, and 
being a man of intelligence 
and respectability, as orien- 
tal servants often were, he 
proved very useful to Paul 
during his imprisonmettt He 
then returned to his place 
with Paurs Epistle to Phile- 
mon; which see. 

ONESIPH'ORUS, an £• 
phesian convert of some dis- 
tinction, who being at Rome 
during Paul's imprisonment, 
openly befriended hitn, and 
supplied his wants, when 
many of his friends were 
afraid to do so. 2 Timothy 
i. 16. 

O'NYX, a i>recious stone. 
What it was is very uncer- 
tain, probably a variety of 
tlie agate, or the chalcedo- 
ny. 

OPHIR, the son of Joktan. 
Whether he gave name to 
the country famous for gold, 
or where that country was, 
we can hardly determine. 
It is certain that its eold W^^ 
renowned even in uie timip< 
of Job, Ch. xxiL 24, xxviii. 
16 ; and that from the time 
of David to the time of Je- 
ho8haphat,the Hebrews trad- 
ed with it, and that Uzziah 
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revived this trade when be 
made himself master of Elath, 
a noted port on the Red Sea. 
In Solomon's time, the He* 
hrew fleet took up three years 
in their voyage to Ophir, and 
brought home gold, apes, 
peaooclES, spices, ivory, eb- 
ony, and almug-trees. 1 
Kings iz. 28. x. 11. xzU. 48. 
2 Chron. ix. 10. 

ORACLE, something de- 
livered by supernatural wis- 
dom. The "most holy place" 
in the temple was called the 
oracle, because there the 
miest inquired of God. 1 
kings vi. 5—19. The Scrip- 
tures are the oracles of God, 
which Christians ought to 
consult at all times ; espe* 
cially in matters of difficul- 
ty, and in the great affairs 
relating to their souls and 
another life. Hebrews v. 
12. 

ORGAN, a wind instru- 
ment of music, invented by 
Jubal, the sixth in descent 
from Cain ; but Jubal's was 
probably very different from 
ours, which are composed of 
various pipes, and some of 
them are 30 or 40 feet long. 
The present kind we do not 
know to be more than 800 
years old. Gen. iv. 21. Ps. 
cl.4. 

ORI'ON, a constellation 
consisting of a great number 
of stars, which appears to 
us in November. 
" O'SEE, one of the proph- 



ets, called In (he Old Testa- 
ment HoBta. Romans iz. 
25. 

OSTRICH) the largest of 
all fowls, and apparently the 
connecting link between 
birds and quadrupeds. It is 
ofUn 7 or 8 feet in height, 
and generally weighs frooEi 
60 to 80 pounds. Its eg^, 
of which it lays 30 or 40 in 
a season, are as large as a 
child's head, and are left in 
the sand to be hatched by 
the sun. Job xxxix. 14, 16. 
They are .'common in Africa, 
and the Arabs often ride up- 
on them. In swiftness, they 
far exceed the horse. Job 
xxxix. 18, and though taken 
by men on horseback, it is by 
stratagem. The ostrich is ao 
timid, that at any alarm it 
will fly and leave its eggs, or 
even its young ones ; which 
explains Lam. iv. 3. It is 
there foretold, that the dis- 
tress of the Jews should be 
so great, that parents would 
suffer their children to per- 
feh, being engrossed with 
anxiety to preserve them- 
selves. It is said. Job xxxix. 
16, 17, " she is hardened a- 
gainst her young ones, aft 
thou eh they were not hers," 
and that she is " deprived of 
understanding ;" and such is 
remarkably the fact. In flight 
it sometimes hides its head ; 
and thinkii^itself safe when 
it cannot sRits pursuer, is 
easily taken. 
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' OUeHES, sockets for the 
ftma of the High Priest's 
breast-plate. Ex. xzxix. 6. 
The solderings of the nogs 
at the comers seem also to 
be so called. Ex. xxxix. 16, 
OVEN, a place for baUng 
food. Some were' dug in the 
ground. Others were similar 
to American oveiu. Some 
were Uke a pitcher -. the fire 
beine put inside, and the 
dough spread thin pver the 
outside, which was baked in 
a few minutes. Fuel being 
scarce, as it is in all eastern 



countries, dried cow«dang» 
stubble, stalks of flowers, 
and grass, were used. Matt, 
vi. 80. 

OWL, a bird of night, of 
the rapacuMis kind, very va« 
rious in siase and colour, and 
found chiefly in desert soli- 
tudes, ' and ruined houses. 
Isaiah zui, 21. Their voice 
is excessively disagreeable 
and melancholy. Job zxx. 
29. Ps. cii. 6. Wicked men 
are compared to owls, for 
that they hate the light. Isa. 
xliU. 20. 



PALM-TREE, a tree re- 
markable for lofliness, 
Btraightness, and productive 
ness, and hence made an 
emblem in Scripture of up- 
rightness, fruitfulness and 
victory. The fruit is the 
date, very sweet and nour 
ishine. It is the size of a 
plumb or olive. Palm 
branches were sisnals of 
joy, and therefore the bless- 
ed in heaven are represent- 
ed as bearing them. Rev. 
vii. 9. 

Tha palin-lree anains full 

matarity in thirty years from 
planting the seed, and con- 



tinues in full strencth 70 or 
80 years, and fioally dies at 
about two hundred yearn old. 
From its sap, pabn torn* is 
made, callea by the natires 
Jlraky. It is a beverage 
which easily intoxicates, and 
is thought by fip. Lowth to 
be the '* strong drink" men- 
tioned in Isaiah v. II. and 
xxiv. 9. 

From that species of palm 
tree, called Landan, grow- ' 
ing wild in various parta of 
the East, the common tago 
is procured. It forms a nu- 
tritious diet for the natives, 
who cat it as we do rioe. 
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Thia kind of palm baan no 
fruit) bat tlie sort of cabbage 
on the top, common to all 
palms. The sago is obtain- 
ed from the iap and pith of 
the tree. 

PAMPHYUA, a province 
of Asia Minor, baying the 
Mediterranean on the soath, 
Lycia on the west, Pisidia 
on the north, and Cilicia on 
the east. Attalia and Perga 
were its principal cities. 
That part or the Mediterra- 
nean lying on the south 
it, was called the Sea tf 
Pamphylia, Acts ii. 10. xiii. 
13, ax. This and the adja- 
cent provinces are now call- 
ed ^Ae Levant, 

PAPER was invented in 
very early times. 2 John 12. 
It (ierives its name from the 
papyrus, or paper reed, a 
species of bulmshes, growing 
'on the banks of the Nile, 
Isaiah six. 7. Of these 
the Egyptians made bas- 
kets, snoes, clothes, and 
small boats. Exodus ii. 3. 
Isaiah xviii. 2. To make 
paper, ihej peeled off the 
different skins or $Ims, of 
theplantjwhich sacceedeach 
other like those of an onion. 
These they laid on a table, 
like the sbinfflcs of a roof, 
to the intended length and 
breadth of the paper, and 
laid over them a thm paste ; 
above which they spread a 
cross layer of other films or 
laaves»and tb«m dridd titn 



tbesttii. Thefilns aeuest 
the heart of the plant, made 
the finest paper. Wbeci 
Ptolemy, king of Egypt, de- 
nied Attaius, king of Peiw 
gamus this kind ofpaper, for 
writing his library, he in- 
vented, or ereatly improved 
the manuracture of paroh- 
mvnt. Apm winch, bookd 
of note wore written on 
parchment, for almost 1300 
years. The parchments 
that Paul left at Troas, and 
of] ordered Timothy to bring 
with him, were probabiy« 
either the original draughts 
of some of his epistles, or a 
noted copy of the Old Tes- 
tament, 2Tim. iv. 13. For 
about 550 years, paper made 
of linen rags has been in 
use. Latterly cotton rags, 
and sometimes even straw, 
and other substances have 
been made into paper. 

PA'PHOS, a commwoii^ 
city of Cyprus, visited by 
Paul, Acts xiii. 6. Twenty- 
five or thirty poor huts are 
all that remain of this once 
metropolitan city. Thia 
miserable village is now 
called JBt^a, 

PARAGE, a s^ort, weigh- 
ty sentence, or a ^similitude, 
used to convoy instruction to 
ignorant, prejudiced, or inat- 
tentive hearers. The an« 
cients used them very much. 
The followtngiabYe^ accord- 
ing to Newcome'a Harmony, 
stmws the; order in whicli 
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33. 
44. 

45. 



these of Christ were deliv- 
ered : 

Bliod leading the bliad, Luke tL 39. 
House founded on a rock, MaL vu. 24. 
The two debtors, Luke tIL 41. 

Expelled deyifreturning, Mat. xii. 4S. 
The rich fool, LukexiLl6. 

The vratchful serranti, „ xii.36. 
The l>arren fig'tree, „ xiiL 6. 

The sower, MatLxiii. 3. 

The wheat and tares, „ xtu.24. 

The growth of the seed, Mark iv. 26. 
The mustard seed, Matt xiii. 31 
The leaven, 
Hidden treasure. 
Pearl of great price, 
The net. 

Good householder, 
New piece to the old 

garment^ Luke v. 36. 

New wine in old bottles, „ j, 37. 
The lost sheen. Matt xviiL 11. 

Unmerciful servant, „ „ 23. 
Shepherd and Sheep, John x. 11. 
Good Sanftritan, Luke x. 30. 

The ambitious quests „ xiv. 7. 
The neglected invitations,, „ 16. 
Building a tower, „ n ^^> 

Kiuggoin^towar, „ 

The lost piece of silver, „ 

The prodigal son, „ 

The unjust steward, „ 

Rich man and Lazarus, „ ,^ 

The master and servant, „ xviL 7. 

The unjust judge, „ xviii. 1. 

Pharisee and Publican, ,, „ 9. 

Labourers in Vineyfrd, Mat. xx. 1. 

The ten pounds, Luke xiz. 11. 

The two sons, Matt xxi. 28. 

Wicked husbandmen, „ n„ ^ 

Wedding garment „ xxii. 1. 

.Fig-tree putting forth 

leaves, Matt xxiv. 32. 

The master^s return, 

The Ten Virgins, '„ xxv. 1. 

Thel'alents, „ „ 14. 

The true Vine, John xv. 1, 2. 



„ 31, 
XV. 8. 

„ 11, 
xvi. 1. 



To understand parables, it 
is proper to observe, (1.) It is 
not necessary that the repre- 
sentation of natural things in 



a parable should be strictly 
matter of fact, because the 
design is not to inform con- 
cerning these, but concern- 
ing some more momentous 
truth; nor is it necessary 
that all the actions in a par- 
able be strictly just. 2 Sam. 
xiv., Luke xvi. 1—8. (9.) We 
must chiefly attend to the 
scope of the parable, which 
is to be gatnered from jta 
inspired explication, ifany ; 
or from the introduction to 
it, or the conclusion of it 
(3.) Hence it follows, that 
we are net to expect that 
every circumstance in the 
parable should be answered 
by somcthing^in the ex- 
plication; for several cir- 
cumstances may be added 
for the sake of decorum, or 
mere allusion to that whence 
the figure of the parable is 
taken. (4.) Yet a parable 
may inform us of several 
truths beside the scope of 
it. 

PAR'THIA, an apcient 
empire, south of the Cau- 
casus, and east of the Tigris, 
which subsisted 400 years. 
The natives were remarka- 
ble for continuing to fight 
even when obliged to retreat. 
In the latter periods of the 
Roman republic they wefe a 
powerful people. It now 
forms a part of Persia. 
Doubtless the Jews from 
Parthia, who heard Peter's 
sermon, carried home the 
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knowMgo of the Chrktian 
tfsith ; but fur many ages 
Mat, there has been but little 
ChrtBtianity here. 

PARTITION^aaeparation 
between the parts or a thing. 
The peculiar ceremonies of 
the Jews, were a **uxUiof 
partition" between them 
and the Gentiles. Jesus did 
them away, and now the 
wall of separation is abol- 
ished. Ephesians ii. 14 — 
16. 

PARTRIDGE, this bird 
is mentioned but twice in 
Scripture. In 1 Sam. xxvi. 
do, Uavid compares himself 
to it, hunted by his enemy. 
The prophe||(Jer. zvii. II.) 
speaks or" the partridge that 
ntteth an eggs and hateheth 
them not," as beinjj^ like the 
man who getteth nehee and 

V not by right. As the bird 
makes no other nest than a 
holfdfw on the ground, her 

' ^^s are very often destroy- 
ed by rains or the feet of 
animals. Several of them 
will lay in the same nest, so 
that the sitting hen cannot 
cover them all, and many 
are spoiled. Fifty or sixty 
eggs are often found in one 
nest. 

PASSION, any strong; or 
violfBt emotion of themmd, 
^dilre for, of aversion to a 
thing, as anger, love, joy, 

. &c. ; the last suffenngs 

^'Of the Redeemer of the 
world. 



PASSOVER, a feast of the 
Jews, in commemoration of 
the time when God, smiting 
the first-born of the Egyp- 
tians, passed over the habi- 
tations of the HeSrews. The 
lamb which was slain, called 
the Pascal Lamb, was a type 
of Christ, the Lamb of God, 
slain from the foundation of 
the world. Rev. xiii. 8. And 
as the destroying angel, pass* 
ed over the houses of the 
Hebrews, which were mark> 
«d with the blood uf the Pas- 
cal Lamb ; so the wrath of 
God passes over ' those, 
whose souls are sprinkled 
with the blood of Christ. 
1 Cor. V. 7. 

PAT'ARA, a setf-port of 
Lycia. Here was a famous 
temple of Apollo, where cru- 
des, equal in repute to those 
of Delphos, were given for 
six months of the year. Paul 
touched here in his way 
from Macedonia to Jeru- 
salem ; but we find noth- 
ing of Chiistianity here 
till, the fourth century, and 
it continued till the ninth, 
when the Saracens wast- 
ed the country. Acts 
xxi. 1. 

PATH. See Way. 

PATHROS, a city or can. 
ton of Egypt. It is proba- 
bly the Phaturis of Pliny. 
It had its name from Pathru- 
sim, the fifth son of Miz- 
raim, who built or peoo 
pled it. Genesis x. 14. 
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PATIENCE, that noble 
passion or power of the 
mind, wherebv a person is 
capable ofenauting the dif- 
ficulties, afflictions, and dis- 
appointments that happen in 
tnts life; that grace which 
enables us patiently and 
readily to submit to the will 
of God under all circum- 
stances ; a humble and sub- 
missive waiting for, and ex- 
pectation of eternal lii«, and 
the accomplishment of God's 
promises. It is a virtue 
much overlooked, and reck- 
oned of inferior grade. It is, 
however, one of the noblest 
attainments of the Christian. 

PATMOS, a poor, rock^ 
kland in the Grecian Archi- 
pelago, about 25 miles in 
chrcumferenee. To this isl- 
and John was banished by 
Domitian, A. D. 94, and here 
he wrote the Apocalypse. 
The chief town is in the 
centre of the island, five 
thousand feet above the 
level of the sea, and con- 
tains two hundred houses, 
and a Catholic convent. 
The present name of the isl- 
and is PatmoU or Palmosa. 

PATRIARCH, a venera- 
ble man with a lar^e poster- 
ity. The word is chiefly 
applied to those who lived 
before Moses; and hence 
we speak of ** the patriarchal 
age." 

M 



The following is a list of 
the patriarchs, with the 
length of their lives added. 



Adam, 
Seth, 
Enos, 
Cainan, 
Mahalaleel, 
Jared, 
Enoch, 
Jj^thuselali, 

Fwoah, 
Shem, 
Arphaxad, 
Salah, 
Eber, 
Peleg, 
Reu, 
Serug, 
Nahor, 
Terah, 
Abraham, 
Isaac, 
Jacob, 



930 years. 

912 

905 

910 

895 

902 

365 

969 

777 

950 

600 

438 

433 

464 

239 

239 

230 

148 

205 

175 

180 
___-, 147 „ 

PAUL was of the trib«.of 
Benjamin, born in Tarsiif, 
whi 3h, as it was a free city ' 
of Rome, gave him the hon- 
our and advantage of a Ro« 
man, though both of his pa- 
rents were Jews. His name 
at first was Saul, He was 
sent to Jerusalem for his ed- 
ucation, and became a very 
learned and famous Phari- 
see. He was not converted 
till after our Saviour's deatli^^ 
which makes him speak of 
himself as " born out of due 
time," and seems to have 
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been raised up to take the 
place of Judas. I] is wonder- 
ful labours and success are re- 
corded in the Acts of the 
Apostlss. He was at last 
beheaded by Nero at Rome. 
According to Bishop Pear- 
son, the rellowinji is the or- 
der and date of his Epistles. 

A. D. £2| The 1 Ep.to 
„ 52, Tbe 8 do. 



«, 



63, 
6?. 



The 1 do. 
The do. 
The 3 do. 
The do. 
The do. 
The do. 
The do. 
The do. 
The do. 
The 1 do. 
The do. 
The 3 do. 



theTbi 



bey. 
ans.ll 



Cortntl 

Galatians. 

Oorinlhioiu. 

Romans. 

Epheslani. 

Philippiana. 

Colosstans. 

Philemon. 

Hebrews. 

Timothy. 

Tttua. 

Timolhj. 



Some chronologists have 
assigned a little different 
dates to some of these. The 
computations adopted by 
Horns will be found under 
New Testamest. 

PEACOCK, a beautiful 
bird, not known in Palestine, 
till imported by Solomon, 1 
Kings X. 22. It? native 
country seems to bo Persia 
nnd India. When Alexan- 
der reached the river In- 
dus, he was so charmed 
at the sight of these birds 
that he forbid them to be 
skilled, under a severe penal- 
ty; and when Hortensius 
first killed one for supper a^ 
^ome, he was tried for the 
offence. 

PEARL, a hard white 



shininc substance^ found in 
some diell-fishes. The mat- 
ter proper toenlarse the shelly 
bursting from the vessels 
that convey it to the ^utside, 
forms into a pearl. Common 
oysters, the pinna-marina, 
and seveial other fish, form 
pearls ; but the proper pearl 
oyster, produces the best. 
The chief fisheries for pearl, 
are at Bahrein, in the Persian 
Gulf, and near the isle of 
Ceylon, in the East Indies. 
The next to these, are the 
pearl fisheries in the gulf of 
Mexico. The beautiful in- 
side of the shell of the pearl 
oyster is called *^ mother of 
pearl" In 50 years pearls 
generally lose their beauty ; 
and in 100 they are scarce- 
ly .worth any thing. Cleo- 
patra had a pearl valued 
at 60,000 pounds sterlin^r. 
The Persian emperor had 
one worth 110,000 pounds, 
sterling; and Philip II. of 
Spain, had one as large as a 
pigeon's egg, and valued at 
144,000 ducats. What our 
ladies wear in their neck- 
laces are ordinarily false 
pearls, made of fish-scales, 
bruised, and enclosed in 
g1ns8. What is very ex- 
cellent, is likened to pearls ; 
how precious ! how hard to 
be come bt in a proper man- 
ner! how truly ornamental! 
and how apt are men to form 
bnso counterfeits of them. 
Matt. xiii. 46. Rev. xxi. SI. 
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22. To " cast pearls before 
swine/' is to preach the gos- 
pel to persecutors ', apply the 
promises and privileges pro- 
per to saints, to men reailly 
wicked ; to dispense sacra- 
ments to persons notoriously 
profane; or to administer 
reproofs to obstinate scoifers. 
Matt. vii. 6. 

PELEG, whose name sig- 
nifies divisiorif was born one 
hundred years after the 
flood, and so named because 
in his days the earth was 
divided into nations, in con- 
sequence of the confusion 
of tongues at the tower of 
Babel. 

PELICAN, an aquatic 
bird, somewhat larger than 
the common goose. Its colour 
is nearly white, , the neck 
yellowish, and the back dark 
brown. It has a long crooked 
beak, and the forepart of the 
head towards the throat 
naked. Pelicans have a bag 
at their throat sufficient to 
hold two human heads, into 
which they gather fishes, &.c. 
for themselves and for their 
young. Tliey are extreme- 
ly careful of their young 
This bird is very retired in 
its habits, sitting for ^hole 
days alone among rocks and 
solitudes. Its voice is very 
plaintive and disagreeable. 
Hence David compares him- 
self in his distress to the 
pelican, Ps. cii. 6. 

PENNY, a Roman coin, 



equal to about thirteen cent^. 
It was the common price of a 
day's work. In Wai'rt coun-' 
tries the fruits of the earth 
are produced in great abund' 
ance, and the inhabitants re- 
quire little clothing ] so that 
labour is very cheap. 

PENTECOST, a feast of 
the Jews, on the 50th day 
afler the Passover, called the 
feast of weeks, Ex. xxxiv. 
22, because it was celebrated 
after the seven weeks of 
harvest, and was a solemn 
thanksgiving for the harvest, 
and a grateful commemora- 
tion of their being delivered 
from Egyptian servitude, and 
enjoying their property, by 
reapmg the fruits of their 
labours. Leviticus xxiii. 10, 
11, &c. 

PERDITION; utter ruin, 
eternal death. The son of 
perdition J means Judas Is* 
cariot. Antichrist is also 
called by this epithet, 2 
Thes. ii. 3, 4. 

PERFECT, complete, 
without blemish or deft^ct. 
It is applied, (L) To God, 
who is absolutely^erfect. 
Matt. V. 48. (2.) To that man 
who has risen to the meas- 
ure of his stature in Christ, 
Col. i. 28. (3.) To some 
who are innocent in co/n]-**' 
parison of others. Job viii. 
20. (4.) To one who is 
sincere in heart, and unblam* 
able in life. Gen. vi. 9. (5.) 
To him who imitates God ia 
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doiDg good to the unworthy. 
Matt. V. 48. (6.) To such 
as have a good degree of 
understandiog, 1 Cor. ii. 6. 
(7.]) To inanimate things, as 
weigh! 8| measuresy&c. Deut. 
ZXT. 15. 

PERFUME, an agreeable 
smeli. In the East, perrumes 
were used to testify great 
respect, Dan. ii. 46. The 
Hebrews had two sacred 
perfumes, one of incense, 
and the other an oil, Ex. xxx. 
23—38. They were addict 
ed to the perfuming of dead 
bodies, clothes, beds, &c. 
Prov. vii. 17. Psalm xlv. 8, 
Song iii. 6. 

PERGA, a city of Pam- 
pbylia, on the river Castrus, 
near to which, on an emi- 
nence, stood a temple of 
Diana. It was famed for the 
birth of Apolloniue, the re- 
nowned geometrician. Here 
Paul and Barnabas preach- 
ed, Act8#xiii. 14. XIV. S5; 
and to the end of the eighth 
century we find a Christian 
church here. It is at pres- 
ent a place of little impor- 
tance. %*here was another 
Per^ra in Epirns. 

PERGAMOS, the an- 
cient metropolis of Mysia, 
and the residence of the 
Attaji^Mi kings, stands on a 
rich and spacious plain, 
near the bant of the Caicus. 
It was fiimous for its extent 
and grandeur, and for a tem- 
ple to Escdlapius, and a li- 



brary of 200,000 volumes, 
which was removed to 
Egypt bv Cleopatra. It was 
the birth-place of the cele- 
brated Galen. Parchment 
was invented here, and fe* 
ceived its name from the 
place. The Christian chorch 
here soon degenerated, and 
tolerated fornication ; bat 
appears to have been reform- 
ed by John's letter, Rev. it. 
For 800 years afterward it 
was a considerable church. 
A Greek and an Armenian 
church exist here at the 
present day. Of the popula- 
tion, now estimated at 30,000 
persons, there are 300 Ar^ 
menian Christians, 1,500 
Greeks, and a synagogue of 
100 Jews. The remainder 
are Turks. The streets are 
wide and clean, for an east- 
ern city. Its present name 
is Bergamo. 

PERSIA, a* country in 
Asia, than which none, per- 
haps, has been more various 
in its fluctuations of extent 
and glory. Its most ancient 
name was Elam, In the 
book of Daniel it is called 
Pares. It is bounded north 
by Russia and Independent 
Tartji^y ; east by the Mogul 
empire; sonth by the Arabian 
Sea and Persian Gulf; west 
by Georgia, Armenia and 
Arabia. When Cyrus con- 
quered Babylon, the Persian 
monarchy swallowed up that 
ofChaldea. Dan. vii. 3— 5. 
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Persia waa afterwatd con- 
qaered by Alexander. Dan, 
vii. 6. Since then it has 
undergone various v: 
tadea, sometimes triumphant 
and often prostrate. Its 
monarch's title at present, is 
JSSuih, and sometimes Sophi. 
I'he country has few riv- 
ers, many mountains, and 
several desert plains. O- 
pium, 8enna» rhubarb, and 
asafietida, are procured 
here. The religion of Per- 
sia at this time is Mahom- 
etan, of the sect of the 
Chias or Schiitee It's capital 
city was Persepolis, now 
CfUlminar. 

P£TER,8on of Jonas^born 
in Seihsaida. He was of a 
prompt, resolute temper, and 
sometimes impetuous. After 
a life of most exalted useful 
liess, he was crucified for his 
Master's sake, about A. D. 
70. The Roman Catholics 
consider the popes to be the 
successors of Peter, as Bish- 
op of Rome; but some learn- 
ed men deny that he ever 
▼isited that city. 

Two Epistles were w^ 
ten Inr him ; the first abAr 
4 or 5 years before the other. 
They are called general, 
because written for the use 
of all the converts to Chris- 
tianity, and especially such 
as were formerly Jews. 

PH A'RAOH, pronounced 
PluifrOf the common title 
of the ancient sovereigns 



of ^gf^, Iff PMemy was 
afterward. 

PHARISEES, one of the 
most ancient and noted sects 
among the Jews, remarka- 
ble for their rigid way of 
living, fasting constantly ev- 
ery second and fifth day of 
the week, and submitting 
to many severe austerities. 
They studied the law, were 
very exact in the outward 
observance of it, and pre* 
tended to more holiness than 
others ', adding voluntary sa- 
crifices to those that were 
commanded, and making a 
great show of exactly per- 
forming all their vows. By 
these methods, they gained- 
the good opinion of the pop- 
ulace, ana were esteemed 
persons of great learning 
and sanctity of manners. 
But they corrupted the word 
of God by their expositions, 
and substituted human tra- 
ditions in the room of divine 
troth. 
PHARPAR. SeeAsANA. 
PHILADELPHIA, a city 
of Lydia,Ht the foot of mount 
Timolus, was so called, from 
Attains Philadelphus, who 
built it. It stood about 24 
miles east of Sardis, and 72 
from Smyrna. A Christian 
church was very early plant- 
tid here, to which John was 
directed to write a consolato- 
ry and directive epistle. Rev. 
iii. 7 — 13. We can trace 
the history of Christianity in 
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this country for about eight' 
hundred years. At present 
there are in it about two 
thousand Christians^ chiefly 
Gfreeks who speak the Turk- 
ish language, formed into 
five churches, and having at 
least twenty places of pub- 
lic worship. An Archbisfi- 
op resides here, whose dio- 
cese extends to Sardis on 
the west, and Laodicea on 
the east. The town con- 
tains about three thousand 
houses. Gibbon says, '^ A- 
mong the Greek colonies 
iind churches of Asia, Phil 
adelphia is still erect, — i 
column in a scene of ruins i' 
It is now called JlUah Sehyr, 
or the " Fair City " 

PHILE'MON seems to 
have been some eminent 
Christian residing at Co 
losse, whose servant, named 
Onenmtu, absconded and 
fled to Rome. There he was 
converted, and sent back to 
his master with a letter from 
Paul, called the Epiatle to 
Philemon. 

PHILIP, son of Herod 
the Great, and his wife Cle- 
opatra. From him the 
city Cesarea Philippi receiv- 
ed its name. Matt. xvi. 13. 
&c. 

2.) Philip, another son 



ther, and lived a private life. 
Matt xiv. 8, &c. 

(3.) Philip, one of the 
twelve apostles ; a native of 
Bethsaida in Galilee. Some 
ancient historians say that 
he was the individual, who 
requested of Jesus, that he 
might *^ first go and bury bis 
father." Matt. viii. 21, 22. 

(4.) Philip, one of the 
seven deacons of the church 
at Jerusalem. 

PHILIPPI, a city of Ma- 
cedonia, . anciently called 
Datos ; but being repaired 
by Philip, the father of Alex- 
ander ihe Great, it received 
its nanie from him. It stood 
about 70 miles northeast of 
Thessalonica. It was render* 
ed famous by the defeat of 
Brutus and Cassius, in the 
neighbourhood. Here Paul 
preached about A. D. 52 ; 
and Lydia and many others 
were converted. Acts xvi. 12. 
The Epistle to these Chris- 
tians seems to have been 
written from Rome durinf^ 
the latter part of PauPs first 
imprisonment. 

^HILISTIA, or Pai.xs* 
^RTB, is a name now given 
to the whole of Canaan ; but 
in scripture it means only 
a narrow strip of land along 
the sea-coast, in the south- 



amne. He was sometimes 
called Herod, and was the 
husband of Herodias. He 
was disinherited by his fa- 



of Herod, by his wife Mari^ west of Canaan, about for- 



ty miles long and fifteen 
miles broad. Its cities were 
Gerar, Gaza, Majuma» Aske- 
Ion, Ekron, Ashdod, and 
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Gsth. The Philistines and 
the Caphtorim, descended 
from Casiuhim, the son of 
Mizraim,who peopled Egypt ; 
and their country is perhaps 
called the isle or country of 
Caphtor. Jer. xlviL4. Their 
territory was allotted to the 
Hebrews ; but they neglect- 
ing to take possession of it, 
the Philistines were made a 
severe and lasting scourge 
to them. Josh. xiii. 2, 8. xv. 
45, 46, 47. Judges iii. 1, 
2 3. 

' PHILOSOPHY, the word 
literally signifies love of wis- 
dgm. In its -usual accepta- 
tion, however, it denotes a 
science, or collection of sci- 
ences, of which all things, 
both of body and spirit, are 
the objects. When the terra 
is thus employed, it admits 
of various definitions. That 
part of philosophy which 
treats of God, is called The- 
ology ; that which treats 
of nature, Physics, or Nat- 
ural Philosophy; and that 
which treats of man. Logic, 
uid Moral or Intellectual 
Philosophy. When St. Paul 
cautioned the Colossians to 
*< beware lest any man should 
spoil them through philoso- 
phy," (ch. ii. 8.) he did not 
mean to forbid the pursuit 
of knowledge In general ; but 
to condemn thai vain affee- 
taiion of wisdom, which 
stood in opposition to the 
simplicity of the gospel of 



Ciirist; and of which the 
heathens #ere notoriously 
fond. 

PHOENICIA, a province 
of Syria. It contained the 
famous cities, Sarepta, Ptole- 
mais. Tyre and Zidon. The 
Tynans and Zidonians had 
almost all the trade of the 
then known world. There 
was scarcely a shore or Isle 
of the Mediterranean Sea, 
where they did not plant 
colonies. The most noted of 
which was that of the Car- 
thaginians, who once long 
contended with Rome. It is 
thought the Phenicians push- 
ed their trade as far as Britain, 
and they probably had settle* 
ments on the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf. Sir Isaac 
Newton thinks vast numbers 
of Edomites fled hither in 
the days of David, and car- 
ried tineir arts along with 
ihem. The chief city of 
this region, and sometimes 
the region itself, is now called 
Tripoli, 

PHRYGIA, a country of 
Lesser Asia, bavins Bithynia 
and Gaiatia on the north, 
Cappadocia on the east, and 
Pisidia and Lycia on the 
souths and Lydia, Mysia, 
and Caria, on the west. 
The gospel was very early ^ 
preached in Phrygia, an# a* ■* 
church settled, which for 
many ages made a consider- 
able appearance. Acts xvi. 
6. xviii. 23. A portion of the 
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inhabitants are Christians to 
this day. • 

PHYLACTERY, a alip 
or box of parchment on 
which was written some im- 
portant test of Scripture, 
worn by pious Jews on their 
foreheads or arms. Our 
Lord censures the Pharisees 
for wearing theirs very 
large and conspicuous, out 
of vain glory and hypocrisy, 
and making the use of them 
a great part of their religion. 
The custom was founded on 
the command, Ex. xiii. 16. 
and ])ir umbers xv. 37-— 40, 
Which was probably only 
figurative language, mean- 
ing that they sImhiM most 
carefully remember God's 
word. But the Jews were 
apt to turn all the law into 
carnal observances. The 
passages commonly writ- 
ten on them, were Numb. 
XV. 41. Deut. vi. 6—9. 
Exodus xiii. 8, 9. xiii. 
14—16. and Deut. xi. 18 
— ^21. It does not ap- 
pear, however, that they 
confined themselves to these 
texts. 

PILATE. See Pontiits. 

PISGAH,the highest top 
of that chain of mountains 
called Abarim, and a part 
of mount Nebo; and so 
Moses is sometimes said to 
view Canaan from Nebo, 
and sometimes from Pisgah. 
Deut. iii. 27, xxxiv. 1. There 
were several fine springs 



of water at its base. Deut. 
iv. 49. 

PISIDIA, a province of 
Lesser Asia, west of mount 
Taurus, south-west of Lycao- 
nia, and north of Paoiphylia. 
Its present name is JVatoUa, 

PISON, the name of the 
first branch of the river of 
Eden. It is supposed to be 
the western branch of the 
divided stream of the Ti- 
gris and Euphrates, which 
runs along the side of 
Havilah in Arabia. Gen. 
ii. 11. 

• PKTHOMandRAME'SES 
were the two cities, for tlys 
building of which, the He- 
brews made brick. Ex. L 11. 

PLEDGE, a pawn which 
a lender takes from a bor- 
rower, to secure the pay- 
ment of his money. No 
millstone was ever to be 
taken in pledge; the wid- 
ow's ox, or a person's cloth- 
ing for body or bed, was not 
at all to be taken, or at least 
was 10 be restored that very 
rilght. No Hebrew was to 
take a pledge from a poor 
man of his own nation, nor 
to go into the borrower's 
house to take a pledge for 
himself; but the borrower 
was to bring out to him what 
could be best spared. Exod. 
xxii. 26. Deut xxiv. 10—17. 
Ezek. xviU. 7—12, 16. 

PLE/IADES, a beautifiil 
cluster of stars, sometimes 
called <*the seven stars." 
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Tbey are in the constellation 

Tauruu^ and appear the last 
of March. 

PLOUGH, an instrument 
of tillage. To plough and 
look back, Luke ix. 62, is to 
make bad work, if indeed 
one could work at all. Chris- 
tians, therefore, must not 
look back on the world with 
pleasure and desire, but give 
all heed to their holy and 
blessed work. 1 Cor. iz. 10. 
POETS, such a» compose 
songs or rerses in metre. 
Acts xvii. 28. Homer, Pin- 
dar, Anacreon, and Sappho, 
excelled among the Greeks ; 
Virgil and Horace among 
the Latins. Many portions 
of the sacred writings are in 
poetry; the grandeur of 
which incomparably tran- 
scends that of any human 
production. 

POLLUX. See Castor. 

POMEGRAN'ATE, a spe- 
cies of the apple tree. Its 
growth is low and spreading ; 
its wood hard and knotty ; 
its hark reddish and prick- 
ly; its leaves, greenish, in- 
clinine to red ; and its* blos- 
soms large, and bell -shaped. 
The fruit ripens first about 
August, and is sometimes 
three or four inches in diam- 
eter, and of a pound' weight. 
It was esteemed one of the 
most delicious fruits in the 
world. Numb. xiii. 23. The 



mixed with it. Songviii.'2. 
One kind was sour, and was 
used to give a flavour to 
meats and liquors, till the 
juice of lemons and orange^i 
superseded it. Dcut viii. 
7,8. 

PONTIUS PILATE, tfa« 
Roman Governor of Judea, 
was in office 10 years ; and by 
his covetous, irresolute and 
cruel administration, mad« 
himself exceedingly hated, 
both by the Jews and Samar- 
itans. At length complaints 
against him reached the 
throne of Cesar ; and he was 
sent for to Rome, tried, and 
banished to Gaul. He after- 
wards, through poverty and 
shame, committed suicide. 
Matt, zxvii. &c. His de- 
position took place three 
years after the death of 
Christ, under the Emperor 
Cahgula. 

POWER, a word various* 
ly used to signify ability, 
liberty, or jurisdiction, pre- 
rogative, &c. The expres- 
sion, 1 Cor. xi. 10, has caused 
much discussion. A proba- 
ble interpretation is, that a 
woman's veil was regarded 
as an emblem of subjection 
to the other sex. The word 
messenger, here translated 
angel, may mean tpia who 
came into the Christian as- 
sembly, and would raali* 
ciously r«port if their 



pomegranate juice is fre- women departed from the 
quently made into wine, or I established customs. 
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PRAISE, to commend. 
To praise God, is to duly ac- 
knowledge his great excel- 
lencies. To praise men, is 
to declare their good actions 
or qualificationJ9. 

PRAY, to entreat or ask 
earnestly with submission ; 
to appeal to the judgment 
and decision of another ; to 
intercede in behalf of others, 
and to beg that some evil 
may be averted, or some fa- 
vour or good obtained ; to 
make known our desires to 
God, by offering up our pe- 
titions for thinji^s lawful and 
necessary, with an hum- 
ble confidence to obtain 
them, through Christ's me- 
diation alone, to the praise 
of God's mercy, truth, and 
power. 

PRAYER, a sincere offer- 
ing up of our earnest desires 
to God, for things lawful and 
needful, with an humble 
confidence to obtain them, 
through the mediation of 
Christ, to the praise of God's 
mercy. Mattvi. 6. Johnxvi, 
23, 24, 26. We are exhort- 
ed to pray for all men, 1 Tim. 
ii. 1, and are encouraged to 
this benevolent act, James 
v. 16 ; but we must seek and 
expect the help of the Holy 
Spirit. Rom. viii. 26. The 
prayets that we direct to 
God, are the ordinary means 
by which we receive grace 
from him. 

PREACH. See Gospel 



To preachj is loudly to pro- 
claim the will of God, as his 
appointed heralds. Eph. iii. 
8. To preach in a proper 
manner, reqiiires no small 
attention, in order that no 
fault in ihe pronunciatioa» 
the gesture, the language, 
the order, or matter, tend 
to bring the truths of the 
gospel into contempt ; or by 
feeding the carnal fancy of 
airy minds, divert them from 
the important subject. 

PRES'BYTERY, a body 
of ministers met for ordain- 
ing a person, or other pur- 
poses. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 

PREVENT, to hinder, as 
he word is now used. But this 
is never its signification in 
the Bible. It there means al- 
ways to precede, or be before ; 
this being the use of the 
word at the time when our 
translation of the Bible was 
made. Ps. Ixxx. 3. 2 Sam. 
xxii. 6. 1 Thesa. iv. 15. 
PRICKS, sharp points 
placed in the end of a long 
staff, and used formerly to 
drive oxen. Of course, if 
they kicked against them, 
they only wounded them- 
selves more deeply. Acts ix. 
5. They are now commonly 
called goads. 

PRIDE. (1.) The high- 
ness of a mind filled with 
self-conceit, contempt of 
God, and disdain of men. 
(2.) What one is proud of, 
as power> wealth, church- 
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THE JEWISH HIGH PRIEST, 

As robed on the day of expiation. 
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ordinances, and relatibn to 
God, f&c. (3.) The haughty 
looks and words, or wick- 
ed deeds, whereby a man 
discovers the pride of his 
heart. 

PRIESTHOOD means, 

1.) The office of a priest. 

'umb. xvi. 10. Under the 
Jewish law, the priest of- 
fered sacrifices, taught the 
people, and prayed for them. 
Aaron's was an ^'everlasting 
priesthood ;" it secured to 
him and his seed the office 
of priest for many genera- 
tions. Exod. zl. 15. Numb. 
XXV. 13. But Christ's is an 
*' unchangeable priesthood," 
as it never can pass from 
htm to another. Heb vii. S4. 
(2.) .A class of priests, or 
persons who perform re- 
ligious offices, according to 
the will of God. The 
saints are an **hoIy" and 
«* royal priesthood ;'* a com- 
pany of spiritual priests, 
washed in Jesus' blood, sanc- 
tified by his word and Spirit, 
and enabled to offer up spirit- 
ual sacrifices of prayer and 
praise to God through Jesus 
Chrtet. iPot. ii. 6, 9. Rev- 
i. 6. 

At the head of the Jewish 
priesthood was a High 
Priest. His duty was to 
offer sacrifices, to oversee 
the house of God, regulate 
the services of the other 
priests and the Levites, di- 
rect public worship, obtain 



special indications of the 
Divine will, and once a 
year enter the Holy of 
Holies, with blood and in- 
cense, as described. Lev. xvi. 
His dress, both on common 
and special occasions, i«i 
described, Ex. xxviii, and 
xxzix, &.C. In the annexed 
picture, he is seen as robed 
on the day of expiation. 
Lev. xvi. The office began 
in Aaron, and was con- 
tinued in his family till 
neai the time of the ruin 
of the Jewish polity, by 
the Romans ; when among 
other acts of corruption the 
office was bartered for 
money. 

The high priest, onoe a 
y^ar, made atonement for 
tho sins of all the people ; 
bvk Christ is the true High ^ 
Pr|est, who, by the sacri- 
fice of himself, made atone* 
meot for the sins of the,: * 
whole world, and now inter- 
cedes, at the right hand of 
G<jfd, for all who believe on 
his name. Heb. vii. 17. ix. 
11) and xii. 24, 25. 

PRINCE, a chief ffov- 
«rnor ; a king's son. Christ 
is called the ** Prince of 
Peace," lieing the purchaser 
and procurer of peace b|- 
tweon God and men, be- ' 
tween men and men, and 
between Jews and Gentiles. 
Eph. ii. 15. John xiv. 27. 
He is called the ^' Prince of 
Life/' Acts iii. 15, because 
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he if tho author of temporal 
life, in whom we lire, move, 
and haye our beinr. He is 
alio called the ** JPrince of 
the Kings of the Earth/' 
Rey. i. 5, as he rules over 
all. Satan is called the 
" prince of this world," be- 
cause he boasts of havinij; 
all the kingdoms of the earth 
at his disposal. 

PROFANE, openly wick- 
ed, wanting in religious rev- 
erence to sacred names or 
things, 1 Tim. i. 9 ; unholy, 
or impure. 1 Tim. vi. 2*0. 
Esau is called profane in 
Scripture, because he sold 
his hirth-right, which was a 
holy thing ; not only because 
the priesthood was annexed 
to it, but also because it was 
a privilege leading to Christ, 
and a type of his title to the 
heavenly inheritance. When 
the apostle censured profane 
babblings, he meant those 
heathen absurdities which 
were founded in supersti- 
tion and ignorance. 

PROMISE, an assurance 
given, by which a person 
engages to do or forbear to 
do something. God, in bis 
word, promises blessings to 
his people. The fiflh com- 
mandment, '* Honour thy 
father and mother," is called 
the ''commandment ofprom- 
ise," Eph. vi. 2, because 
God has added this declara- 
tion — ^that they who honour 
their parents shall have their 



daye lengthened on the 
earth. Jesus Christ has 
promised to be with his peo- 
ple to the end of the world. 
Matt, xxviii. 20. The Holy 
Ghost is called the " Holy 
Spirit of promise," Eph. 
i. 13, being promised to 
them that believe on Christ, 
and is the seal and pledge 
of their everlasting happi- 
ness. 

PROPHECY, ri.) A de- 
claration of future things 
Neh. vi. 12. (2.) A declar- 
ation of hidden, obscure, 
and important things. Prov. 
XXX. 1. (3.) The preaching 
of the gospel. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
Rom. xii. 6. (4.) The gift of 
explaining obscure passages 
of Scripture, or of foretell m^ 
things to come. 1 Cor.' xii. 
10, xiii. 8. 

PROPHET, one who 
foretels what is yet to come ; 
a person inspired and ap- 
pomted by God to reveal bis 
will, to warn of approach- 
ing judgments, to explain 
obscure passages of Scrip- 
ture, or to make known the 
truths of the Bible, and urge 
men to obedience. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 26. jTesus Christ is the 
great prophet of bis church, 
having taught the will of 
God on earth, and being 
now exalted to the right 
hand of power in heaven, 
still teaches by his word and 
Spirit. 

About the time of Samuel 
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Schools of Prophets were 
formed, whereio voung men 
were piously edacated, to 
prepare them for receivinir 
the gi(i of prophecy. Such 
ischools we find at Bethel, 
Gilgal, Najoth, Jericho, and 
Jerusalem ; which were in- 
spected by Samuel, Elijah, 
Elisha, &c. ', but it does not 
appear that all these young 
mcii were ever inspired, 1 
Sam. x.xi.xix. 2 Kings ii 
Whether the roost of the 
noted prophets were anoint- 
ed at their entrance on their 
office, we know not. It is 
certain they generally lived 
in a very low and temper- 
ate manner. The presents 
given them were sucn as oil, 
bread, fruits, honey. 2 Kings 
iv. 42. 1 Sam. ix. 7, 8. x. 
Jolm Baptist was "more 
than a prophet," as he point- 
ed out Jesus Chiist as alrea- 
dy incarnate. Matt. xi. 9. 
Paul, Peter, and John may 
be called prophets^ as there 
are in their writings a vari- 
ety of predictions. 2 Thqp. 
i. 7— 10. ii. 3— 11. ITun. 
iv. 1—3. 2 Pet. iii. 10, ^. 
Almost the entire book of 
Revelation is a prophecy. 
But Jesus Christ is called 
" that prophet ;** he was in- 
finitely superior to all the 
rest in dignity of person, in 
extent of knowledge, in 
high authority, and effica- 
cious instruction. John vi.14. 
The following is a cata-. 



logue of the prophets. The 
order of succession, is io 
some instances, uncertain, 
and some chronologists give 
different dates. Some of the 
prophets lived nnder succes* 
sive kings, but the space 
allows only the mention of 
one. 

yeaii. 

81 

48 

Elijah '„ under ^Aa& 14 

'^'^ ■-- Jthoram^ 58 



Samnel prophesied 
David 



Elisha 



„ „ Jtkru 
„ „ Uzzxak, 
n n 



JoeJ 

Amos n ,', Jeroboam II. 26 

Hosea „ „ „ 62 

Isaiah „ „ Ahaz, <i% 

Micah » » w 40 

Nahum „ „ Htzelciah. 

Zephaniah „ » Joiiah. 

Habakkuk „ ,, „ 

Jeremiah „ '„ „ 41 

Obadiah „ in the captivity. 

Ezekiel „ „ 21 

Daniel „ „ 69 

Han^ai „ aAer the captivity. 

Zecliariah » » 2 

Malachi „ „ 3 

PROSELYTE, means in 

Scripture one that turned 
from Heathenism to the 
Jewish religion. Acts ii. 10. 
Some vrere proselytes of the 
gate, who, though they re- 
nounced idolatry, observed 
what the rabbins call the 
seven precepts of Noah;* 

* These were seven laws which 
they maintained were Ki^en by Je- 
hovah to the sons of Noah, viz. 
(1.^ To avoid idolatry. (2.) To wor- 
ship God. (S.) To abhor incest* 
(4.) To commit no murder. (5.) 
Not to steal. (6.) To punish mur- 
der with death. (7.) Ifot to «at 
blood or things strangled. 
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and attended the Jewish 
BCructioD8| yet were not cir 
cumcised, nor partook of 
the passover. To these the 
Jews admitted hopes of 
eternal life, and they allow- 
ed them to dwell in€anaan. 
Of this kind of proselytes 
we suppose Naaman, Corne- 
lius, the Ethiopian eunuch, 
and Solomon's one hundred 
find fiAy-three thousand six 
hundred servants. Others 
v/erQ proselytes ofrighteotu- 
HMSS, or, of the covenant ; 
obliged to fulfil the whole 
law of Moses. At their ad- 
mission, their motives influ 
eacing them to change their 
religion were examined, and 
they were instructed in the 
principles of Judaism. Next, 
if males, they were circum- 
cised ; after which they pre- 
sented their oblation to the 
Lord. Whether they were 
also dipped in water is much 
disputco, and seems very 
donbtful. No boys under 
twelve years of age, or girls 
under thirteen, were admit 
ted, without the consent of 
their parents ; or, if these 
refused, without the consent 
of the judges of the place. 
During the time of Christ, 
the Jews, and especially the 
Pharisees, greatly exerted 
themselves to make prose- 
lytes. Compare Matt, xxiii. 
15, with Acts xiii. 43. 

PROVERBS, the name of 
a book in the Scriptures, 



m- containing the inspired prov- 
erbs of Solomon. 1 Kings iv. 
32. The whole in the origi- 
nal seems to be poetry. 

PROVIDENCE, a Gar« 
for the future. The word is 
principally used in reference 
to that kind superintendence 
which our heavenly Father 
exercises over his creatures, 
supporting them in their 
being, and governing them 
in alt their actions. 

PSALM, a holy song. 
The Psalms are particularly 
sweet to a Christian, because 
they contain so much of the 
experience of a religious 
man. Most of them were 
composed by David. The 
9Pth, was composed by Mo- 
ses; perhaps the 80th by 
Heman, called the treasury 
of instruction. Those under 
the name of Asaph were 
probably directed to him as 
leader of the temple choir. 
Some psalms are doctrinal, 
as Psalm i. ; some histor- 
ical, as Psalms Ixxvii. cv. cvi.; 
soqpe prophetic, as Psalm 
cx^ some consist of prayer 
anocom plaints, as Psalms vi. 
xxxviii. &c. ; others consist 
of praise and thanksgiving, 
as Psalms cxlv. cl. In some, 
most or all of these subjects 
are connected, Psalm Ixxxix. 
MThether the titles of the 
Psalms are of divine author- 
ity, is not agreed. The 
Hebrew words therein men- 
tioned, are by some consid- 
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ered as names of instru 
ments of music ; or first 
words of some songs; or 
denote the subject-matter 
of the Psalm. It is thought 
MaaehU means a poem, or 
set composition, and signi- 
fies, that the Psalm is de- 
signed for instruction, Psalm 
zixii ; that Michtam denotes 
the precious or golden na- 
ture of the Psalm ; and per- 
haps all the Psalms so mark- 
ed relate to Jesus Christ, as 
Gussetius observes. '^^S*' 
noth or Neginath, signifies 
stringed instruments. Ps. iv. 
Ixi. JSTehUothy wind instru- 
ments. Ps. ▼. Gittith, a 
kind 4)f instrument invented 
at Gath. Ps. viii. .^ Mamoth, 
the treble, or a song to be 
sung by virgins. Ps. xlvi. 
Shiggaion or Shigumothf 
may denote, that the Psalm 
is to be sung with diversi- 
fied tunes, or )ias a very 
diversified matter. Ps. vii. 
Hab.iii. 

PSALTERY, a musical 
instrument, first mentioned 
in the Psalms of David. It 
seems to have been shaped 
much like the present harp ; 
or the Greek letter delta m- 
verted, (v). The body was 
of wood, hollow ; and Jose- 
phus says it had 12 strings. 
The chords were at first of 
flax ; but subsequently wer^ 
manufactured from the en- 
trails of sheep. Harp strings 
of the latter kind are men- 



tioned by Homer, as a recent 
invention. 

I'be modern psaltery is a 
flat instrument of a triangu- 
lar form, strung from side to 
side, with iron or brass wire, 
and played on with a kind 
of bow. 

PTOLEMA'IS, a sea- 
port in Galilee of Judea, 
now called Jlere. Acta xxi. 
7. See AccHo. 

PUBLICAN, a collector 
of taxes. The Romans 
farmed out their revenue to 
men who paid into the trea- 
sury of the state, a certain 
sum, and took the risk of 
collecting. Contracts were 
generally taken by princi- 
pal men, who let out small 
districts to individuals, for 
specified sums, these under- 
taking to collect. Printing ^ 
not being known, and the 
laws little understood, these 
inferior agents generally 
committed leross impositions, 
and extorted from tne people 
all they could. They were 
therefore greatly hated by 
the Jews, whose pride was 
mortified by having to pay 
tribute at all. Matthew, 
Zaccheus, and probably 
other publicans, became dis- 
ciples of Christ. Luke xv.2. 
Matt. xxi. 31. 

PU'RIM is the plural of 
Pur, and means lots. It is 
the name of a solemn feast 
among the Jews, in comr 
memoration of Haman'i 
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overthrow. It deriyes its 
name from the circumstance 
that Haman cast lots to 
ascertain the best day for 
destroying the J«jws. Est. 
iit. 7, and ix. 26. 

PURPLE, a colour much 
worn by kings and empe- 
rors, ft was died with the 
blood of a shell-fish ; plenty 
of which were found in the 
sea, on the north-west of 
Canaan, and are still found 
about the Caribee islands, 
and other parts of America, 
and even on the west of 
England. 

PUTE'OLI, a city of 
Campania in Italy ; so called 



from its hot waters, or the 
multitudes of its wells. Its 
ancient name was Delua 
Minor. It stood about 8 
miles from Naples, and was 
much frequented on account 
of its mineral waters. From 
hence a considerable trade 
was carried on with Alex- 
andria in Egypt. Paul halt- 
ed here seven days, as he 
went prisoner to Rome. 
Actsxxviii. 13. We find 
several of its bishops in the 
primitive councils of the 
Christian chuich. The pres- 
ent name of the place is 
Buzzoli. 
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QUAILS, a kind of 
birds of a middle size, be- 
tween sparrows and pig- 
eons. They are extremely 
numerous in warm coun- 
tries. 

aUATERNION, a file, 
consisting of four soldiers. 
Peter was placed under the 
guard of four quaternions, 
that is, 16 soldiers, in order, 
it is probable, that each 
might guard him three hours 
at a time. See Watch. 

QUICK. The living flesh, 



the sensible part of the body. 
Those persons who shall be 
alive at the resurrection, are 
called the quick, in distinc- 
tion from those who will 
arise from the dead. Acts x. 
43. To ^ive spiritual life to 
sinners^ is called quickening 
them. Eph. ii. 1---5. 

QUIT, to acquit. Josh. ii. 
20. 1 Sam. iv. 9. Christians 
in their great conflict with 
sin and temptation, are to 
<* quit themselves as men." 
1 Cor. xvi. 18. 



RAI 



les 



RAI 



R. 



RABBI, a name of disnity 
among the Jews, signifying 
doctor or master; applied 
to any learned man, but es- 
pecially to a divinci or a 
teacher of their law. The 
Rabbi was ruler of the syna 

§ogue, decided all religious 
isputes, and received the 
utmost, homage. Our Sa- 
viour exhorts the disciples 
not to be ambitious of gain- 
ins such distinctions and 
titles, as the Scribes and 
Pharisees sought after, but 
to look to him as their only 
lawgiver and teacher, whom 
th^y were to follow in all 
matters of faith and worship, 
Matt, xxiii. 7, 8. 

RACA, a Syriac word, 
meaning a silly fellow; a 
termttused by the Jews to 
express the utmost contempt, 
Matt. V. 22. 

RAIMENT, was at first 
made of the skins of beasts, 
but the art of spinning and 
weaving was soon invented, 
and even embroidering be- 
came common in the days of 
the Judges. The common 
garment in the dovs of 
Christ, was a sort of shirt ot 
tnnick, reaching to the an- 
kles generally, with sleeves, 
but sometimes having only 
arm-holes, A girdle con- 



fined it at the waist. Over 
this were worn various gar- 
ments, according to the 
quality of the person. All 
classes wore something in 
the form of a large shawl, 
called a '* cloak," or *^ upper 
rarment." Malt. xxi. 8. 
When a person had nothing 
on but the tunick, he was 
said to be ** naked." John 
xxi 7. Persons could carry 
various articles in the fold 
of their shawl, Luke vi. 38, 
and at night, in that climate, 
they rarely needed any other 
bedclothes. Exodus xxii. 26, 
27. Around this outer gar- 
ment the ancient Jews were 
accustomed to have a border 
or fringe, sometimes marked 
with texts of Scripture. 
The Pharisees through os- 
tentation, made theirs re- 
markably large. Matt, xxiii. 
5. When engaged in labo- 
rious work, this outer gar- 
ment was laid aside, as our 
Saviour did, when he wash- 
ed his disciples' f^et, John 
xiii. 4 ; and Peter, when he 
fished, John xxi 7. This 
explains, also, Matt. xxiv. 
18. These upper garments 
would of course fit persons 
of any size, equally well. 
To give raiment, was there- 
fore common ; and especial- 
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ly, when opulf^nt or eminent 
men gave rich entertain- 
ments. In such cases, nut 
to accept and put on the 
proffered robe, was a gipat 
affront. Matthew xxii. 12 
See Vail, Sandais, &c. 

BAIN was plentiful in Is- 
rael twice a year ; ^* the ear- 
ly and the latter rain," oc- 
curred one in September, the 
other in March. In Bgypt, 
it scarcely ever rains, 'the 
overflow of the Nile, and 
copious dews, answering the 
purpose. In tropical cli- 
mates, the winter is the rainy 
season. Violent winds of- 
ten attend these rains, and 
overthrow insecure houses. 
Hence our Saviour's para- 
ble. Matt vii. 25. 

RAISINS, dried grapes. 

They are much used for 

food in many countries, and 

I are considered very whole- 

1 some. 

f RAM, a male sheep. See 

I Sheep. Battering Rams 
! were used before the inven- 
I tion of cannon, to destroy the 
\ fortifications of cities. This 
machine was a huge log of 
timber, with an iron head at 
one end, suspended by the 
middle to elevated poles, and 
driven violently afi;ainst the 
wall, by sreat numbers of 
men, until a breach was ef- 
fected. A shelter was erect- 
ed to defend these men from 
archers on the walls. Ezek. 
iv. 2, and zzi. 22. 



RAM AH, a city of Benja- 
min, which stood 8 miles 
northward fitpm Jerusalem, 
Josh, xviii. So, and being on 
a hill was visible from thence. 
Near to it Deborah dwelt. 
Judg. iv. 5. Elkanah and 
Samuel resided in it, 1 Sam.]. 
1, 19. vii. 17* viii. 4. xxv. 1; 
and at Najoth, or the mead- 
ows of Ramah, was a college 
of young prophets. I Sam. 
xix. There ^was another 
Ramah, on the west (lorder 
of Naphtali, Josh. ^ix. 36; 
also a RamatU or Ramoth, 
which we suppose the same 
as Baalath-beer, in the lot 
of Simeon. Josh. xix. 8. 
1 Sam. XXX. 27. See GUead; 
and also a Ramoth, Kemcth, 
or Jannuth,*in the lot of Is- 
sachar. Jdsh. xix. 2l. 

RANSOM, the price 
paid for the pardon of an of- 
fence, or the redemption of 
a slave or captive. '9rov. 
vi. 35. Exod. xxi. 30. To 
prevent the plague, and 
make ceremonial atonement 
for their souls, every male 
Hebrew come to age, paid 
half a shekel yearly, as a 
ransom. Exodus xxx.- 12. 
The obedience and death of 
Christ are the only proper 
ransom and price of our 
deliverance from sin. and 
misery. Matt. xx. 28. Job 
xxxiii 24. 

RAVEN, a bird about the 
size of a pullet. Its colour 
very black, and its voice 
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tMreh and doleful. It delights 
in tolitude, and livefi on car- 
rion, dsc. The ra'en wbicb 
Noab sent forth, d id not re* 
turn, . probably because it 
Ibund rest aiid food on the 
floating carcasses. It has by 
ajl notions been considered a 
disgnsting and hateful bird ; 
but especially so to Jews, 
wbosu laws pronounced it 
unclean. How striking, 
therefore, is the proof of 
God's paternal regard to ail 
his creatures, derived from 
his care of this bird. Job 
zxxviii. 41. He not only 
feeds the ravens, but if killed, 
he cares for their unfled^^ed 
young. " He givetb food to 
the young ravens which 
cry." Pa. cxlvii. 9. The 
raven is a striking emblem 
of unconverted men. If the 
Lord takes care of ravens, 
how confidently may his 
people trust him. Luke xii. 

REDEEM, to buy back 
what was sold, pledged or 
forfeited. Luke i. 68. 

REDEEMER, one who 
ransoms by paying the price. 
Jesus Chnst redeemed us by 
suffering in our stead the 
penalty of the Divine law. 
1 Pet. i. 19. 

REED. (1.) A tail, hollow 
jointed plant, much used in 
not countries, (where the 
plant abounds) for buildings, 
carriages, &c. &c. ; in this 
country, it is empbycd fbt 



fishing rods, weaver's reeds, 
&c. (2 ) An instrument of 
music like a flute. When our 
blessed Lord said, ** a bruis- 
ed reed he would not break," 
it is not certain to which he 
alluded ; but in reference to 
either, the allusion is highly 
instructive. (3) A measure 
of 9 feet was called a reed. 

REFUGE, a place of safe- 
ty, to which a person may 
fly in case of danger. The 
Lord commanded Moses to 
appoint six cities of refuge. 
Josh. XX. 7—9. The roads 
t<i which, were required to 
be 58 feet wide, and kept in 
perfect repair, with sufllcient 
bridges over the streams, and 
guide boards marked Refuge^ 
pointing the way at every 
corner. This arrangement 
strikingly typifies the Lord 
Jesus. God is called the re- 
fuge of his people, Deut. 
xxxiii. 27, as he defends 
them against all the assaults 
of their enemies. Jesus 
Christ is the only refuge for 
sinners. 

Refuge of Lies, means a 
false hope. Isa. xxviii. 17. 

REGENERATION, the 
new birth, or a spiritual, 
change from a carnal to a 
christian life. This renova- 
tion of the soul, with all its 
affections, is effected by the 
spirjt and grace of God, and 
is called the new buih. It 
consists in the infusion of 
spiritual life into the sodli 
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whereby it is enabled to per- 
form spiritual actions, and 
liye to God. Tit iii. 5. It 
differs from eonoersion, be- 
cause regeneration is a pow- 
er conferred, and conversion 
is the exercise of that power. 
Regeneration is the principle 
given to turn unto the Lord ; 
conversion is our actual turn- 
ing unto him ; regeneration 
is the life itself, conversion 
its motion. It differs from 
juitificcttion. Justification 
acquits a man from the 
charge of guilt ; regenera- 
tion imparts a new nature. 
Justification is effected by 
the obedience, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ ; 
but regeneration is the work 
of the Holy Ghost. It dif- 
fers from adoption. Adop- 
tion entitles to heaven, and 
regeneration is our meetness 
for its enjoyment. 

The word is also used in 
another sense j for that new 
life which is expected at the 
general resurrection, and 
restitution of all things, when 
Jesus shall sit on the throne 
of his glory. -Matt. xix. 28. 

REIGN, to rule as su- 
preme. God, who is the ab- 
solute Monarch of the world, 
reigns in the proper sense of 
the wordy as he disposes of 
all things, in heaven and on 
"earth. 

Sin is said to rei^n, when 
its motione and influences 
are readily obeyed| and it 



exercises an absolute, on* 
controlled power in the soul. 
Rom. vi. 12. 

Grace is said to reign, 
when we are governed by 
the impulses of the Holy 
Spirit. 

RELIGION, the inward 
and spiritual knowledge and 
belief of divine truth. It is 
manifested in a resolar ac- 
knowledgment and obedi- 
ence to God, and in showing 
proper deference to men, 
chiefly such as are in dis- 
tress. James i. 27. 

REMPHAN, an Egyptian 
idol. The learned are very 
little agreed who this god 
was. Some are very pre- 
remptory, and others quite 
despair of ascertaining. The 
Israelites worshipped thie 
false god,calling him Chiun. 
Amos V. 26. Probably it 
was Saturn. Acts vii. 43. 
REPENTA;NCE, grief 
for sin, a change of mind 
by which we wish any part 
of our conduct undone. 
Evangelical repentance is 
that saving grace wrought 
in the heart of a sinner by 
the Holy Ghost, by which 
the sinner turns from acourse 
of disobedience, and sincere' 
ly endeavours to live un- 
blameably before God, in 
the expectation of favour 
and forgiveness through the 
merits of Christ. Matt. iii. 
2, &c. V 

REPETITIONS. Tbevain 
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repetitions blamed by our 
Saviouri Matt. vi. 7, were 
lifeless forms of prayer fre- 
quently repeated. 

REPH'AlM, a valley near 
Jerusalem, fruitful in com. 
Isaiah xvii. 5. It aeems to 
have had its name from the 
giant8 that anciently inhab- 
ited it. Here the host of 
the Philistines encamped fre- 
quently. 1 Chron. xi. 15. 

REPH'IDIM, a place east 
of the Red Sea. where the 
Hebrews tempted God, and 
quarrelled with Moses, for 
want of water. It was there- 
fore called Meribah, conten- 
tion ; and Massah, tempts^ 
tion. Exod. xvii. 7, 8. 

REPROOF, blame charg- 
ed upon a person to his face, 
or admonition upon account 
of seme fault. Reproof re- 
quires the . utmost care and 
prudence in the person by 
whom it is administered, or 
it may exasperate and make 
the. offender sin the more. 
Unless circumstances impe- 
riously require it, let it nev- 
er be done publickly, but al- 
ways in secret. Make it ev-» 
ident that the eood of the 
transgressor is me sole mo- 
tive of your censure ; that it 
is a painful task, to which 
you are urged by a sense of 
duty, and prompted by the 
roost tender solicitude for his 
happiness. Let not an air 
of self-importance, an angry 
countenance, or a wrathful 



tone of expression, discover 
itself in your rebukes. You 
must feel, and you are al- 
lowed to feel ; but it is to be 
the feeling of Christianity ; 
that is, pity, kindness, and 
the most sincere affection for 
the offender himself. Not his 
person, but his tin, and his 
sin alone, is to be the object 
of your indignation ; and ev- 
ery admonition should be 
accompanied with- fervent 
prayer to God for his bless- 
ing to succeed your effort to 
do good. " As an ear-ring 
of gold, and an ornament of 
fine gold, so is a wise reprov- 
er upon an obedient ear." 
REST. (I.) A ceasing from 
bodily labour. (2.) The quiet- 
ness of sleep or death. (3.) 
That peace with God and in 
their own consciences, which 
believers enjoy in this world. 
Matt. xi. 29, arising from a 
great composure of spirit, 
and a cheerful confidence in 
the promises and providence 
of God. Ps. cxvi. 7. (4.) A 
quiet and secure habitation, 
such as was promised to the 
Israelites in the land of Ca- 
naan, which was also a type 
of that eternal rest in the 
heavenly Canaan, where the 
saints shall enjoy a never- 
ending blessedness in the 
presence of God, after all 
their works done for his glo* 
ry on earth. Heb. iv. 9. 

RESURRECTION, the 
act of rising from the dead, 
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w reluniiDg to life, and eom- 
monly meaiM the general res- 
urrection at the last day, or 
the end of the world. Job 
six. 26—27, John v. 28, 29, 
when we must stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ, 
and be admitted to eternal 
happiness, or doomed to end- 
less misery. The doctrine 
of the resurrection was un- 
known to the wisest heath 
ens, and is peculiar to the 
Bible. They had some glim- 
merings of tho soul's immor- 
tality, but no knowledge of 
the reviving of the body. 
The resurrection of Christ 
is a clear and evident proof 
that our debt has been paid, 
and divine justice has re- 
ceived full satisfaction. On 
this doctrine of Christ's pow- 
er over death, which was 
most solemnly published to 
the world, is built our faith 
in his promises, and our hope 
of life and glory. Rom. iv. 
25. A grain of corn sown in 
the earth, is the imago made 
use of by our Saviour and 
the apostle Paul to represent 
the resurrection. John xii. 
24. 1 Cor. XV. 36. 

REVEAL, to disclose 
Christ was revealed when 
he came in the flesh. The 
wrath of God is revealed 
when sinners are made to~ 
suffer his open judgments. 

REVELAllON, a discov- 
ery. The sacred Scriptures 
are a revelalian, or disclo- 



sure of God's will to man. 
The last book, however, be- 
ing the declarations of John 
in reference to futurity, is 
called of itself a Revelation, 
from its containing so minute 
and ample predictions of the 
state of the church in future 
ages. 

REVENGE, to vent dis- 
pleasure upoi^ a person for 
a real or imaginary fault. 
Men revenge themselves be- 
cause they are too easily of- 
fended, and too much influ- 
enced by the impulse of pas- 
sion and self-love. But wnea 
it is said in Scripture, that 
God revenges himself, it 
means no more than that he 
vindicates the injaries done 
to his justice and his majes- 
ty, and to the order he has 
established in the world ; the 
injuries done to his servants, 
because he is just, and or- 
der and justice must be pre- 
served. 

RHE'GIUM, a sea-port In 
the kingdom of Naples, a- 
bout opposite to Messina in 
Sicily. It is said to have 
been originally built by a 
colony froijp Chalcis. Paul 
doubtless preached here at 
his visit. Acts zxviii. 13. 
though Luke does not record 
the fact. Its present name 
is Reggio. 

RHODES, an island of the 
Mediterranean Sea, north* 
east of Crete, and ranked for 
dignity and size next to Cy« 
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prus and Lesbos, beiag about 
120 miles in circumferencu. 
It had its name, Fo)«$ from 
the multitude oU roses that 
grew on it. On this island 
was a famous colossal statu* 
standing across the entrance 
of the harbour. The Rho- 
dians were famous about the 
time of the Trojan war. The 
most ancient cities were Lin- 
dus, Camirus, and Jalj'sus ; 
but Rhodes eclipsed all the 
rest, and is still a place of 
note. Acts xxi. 1. 

RING. The wearing of 
rings is a very ancient cus- 
tom. Gen. xxiv. 22. It was 
an ensign of authority in 
princes and great men ; thus 
when Pharaoh committed the 

fovernment of all Egypt to 
oseph, he took the ring from 
his finger, and gave it to him. 
Ahasuerus gave his ring to 
his favourite Haman; and 

S anted the same favour to 
ordecai, who succeeded 
Haman in his dignity. It 
is also used sometimes at 
marriages, as an. emblem 
of conjugal fidelity, and a 
constant memorial of the 
marriage vow. 

RIMMON, or Remmow. 
(1.) A city belonj;ing to the 
Simeonites, about twenty- 
five miles south-west of Je- 
rusalem. Josh. xix. 7. Nch. 
xi. 29. <2.) Memnum-me' 
thoar, a city of Zebulun, 
given to the Levites. Josh. 
xix. 13. 1 Chron. vL77. (8.) 




A steep rock near Gibeafa, 
whither six hundred Benja- 
mites fled when the rest of 
their tribe was destroyed. 
Jud. XX. 45. (4.) A princi- 
pal idol of the Syrians, wor- 
shipped at Damascus. The 
name aif^ni^ea elevation; but 
whether that idol be the E- 
lion, or Most 'High, of the 
Phenicians, or Saturn, or Ve- 
nus, is not agreed. Perhaps 
he was none of all these, but 
Jupiter Casaius, 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. (1.) 
That upright life and conver- 
sation, which proceed from a 
pious disposition, inclining us 
to render the worship due to 
God, and be just in our deal- 
ings with all men. It signi- 
fies also, (2.) That perfection 
of the divine nature, where- 
by God is most holy in him- 
self, and most just in all his 
dealings with his creatures. 
(3.) The active, and passive 
obedience of Christ. Christ 
is called " the Lord our right- 
eousness," as being the pro- 
curer and bestowerof all the 
righteousness and holiness 
which believers possess. 

RIVER, a large stream of 
water. The rivers mention- 
ed in Scripture are the Jor- 
dan, Kishon, Jalibok, and 
Arnon in Canaan; the Nile 
in JSgypt, together with the 
Abana and Pharpar; the 
Euphrates, Hiddikel, Gihon, 
Pison, Cliebar, Ahavah, and 
Ulai. « From the river to 
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the ends of the earth," means 
from the Euphrates to the 
end of the then known world. 
No river in Palestine with- 
stands the drought of sum- 
mer but the Jordan, and that 
becomes greatly diminished. 
The others, though impet* 
uous torrents in the rainy 
season, become mere rivulets 
in summer, and sometimes 
wholly disappear. Hence 
Job compares his friends to 
such. Job vi. 15. 

ROBE. See Raiment. 
Jesus's imputed righteous- 
ness is a robe : when imput- 
ed to us, it beautifies, warms, 
and protects our souls. Isa. 
Ixi. 10. 

ROMANS, the first epis- 
tclary book of the New Tes- 
tament. The name of Paul 
is given as the writer of this 
and twelve others ; beside 
which the Epistle to the He 
brews is generally imputed 
to him. 

ROME, for a long time the 
most noted city of the world. 
It was built by the Etrurians, 
and enlarged by RomuIu8,and 
a number of men little better 
than banditti, under his di- 
rection, about A.M. 3254; 
that is, about the time of 
Hezekiah, king of Judah. 
It gradually increased, till it 
extended over 7 hills. The 
river Tiber runs through it, 
afibrding Vater to the city, 
and carrying off the filth 
which is conveyed to it by 



seifvers under ground. Its 
walls never seem to have 
been above thirteen ffiiles in 
circumfep^nce ; but it had a 
vast extent of suburbs. In 
the time of Romulus, it con- 
tained about three thousand 
inhabitants, and in the time 
of Augustus, two millions. 
Christianity was early plant- 
ed here, and has continued 
to this day, though for ages 
obscured by Popish supersti- 
tions. Most of the early 
pastors suffered martyrdom. 
While the Romans governed 
a great part of the world, 
they were in the habit» eith- 
er for money or good deeds, 
or of free favour, of confer- 
ring the right of citizens on 
sucli as were not of their na- 
tion, and even sometimes on 
the inhabitants of a whole 
city. In this sense, Paul 
and Silas were Romans, and 
had a legal title to all the 
privileges of the citizens of 
Rome, by having been born 
in a free city. Acts xvL 37, 
38. xxii. 26, 26, 27. The 
present population of this 
city is only one hundred and 
fifty-four Uiousand ; but the 
territories of the Pope em- 
brace 1S,000 square miles, 
and a population of two and 
a half millions. Not more 
than about the third part of 
what is within the walls is 
inhabited. It is noted for 
many fine ancient ruins, for 
St.Peter*8 Chorch,which was 
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one hundred years in build- 
ing, and for the Vatican, or 
winter palace of the Pope, 
which consists of about 12,500 
chambers, halls, and closets, 
and has a famed library, gar- 
den, and arsenal. Its hos- 
pitals are under excellent 
regulation ; but the inhabi- 
tants are licentious to an un- 
common degree. 

ROOF, the covering of a 
house. The Jews had theirs 
flat for walking, or erecting 
booths on, and a battlement 
breast high arouhd, to pre 
vent any body falling from 
them. As this rendered 
them private places, they oft 
performed their devotions on 
them. Acts x. 9. 

ROSE. From the frequent 
connexion of the lily with 
this flower, when spoken of 
in Scripture, it seems evident 
the wUdrose must be meant. 
which in all hot countries is 
extremely beautiful. The 
rose is the queen of flowers, 
and its perfume more exqui- 
site than any other. Christ 
is compared to it. Song ii. 1 
<< The wilderness shall blos- 
som as the rose,'* when Chris- 
tianity restores this wilder- 
ness world to order and beau- 
ty. Isa. XXXV. 1. 

ROUGH, coarse, rugged, 



uneven. By the powerful 
preaching of John the Bap- 
tist, the '* rough places were 
made plain;" that is, people of 
the most ignorant and harden- 
ed description were through 
Divine Grace humbled, and 
prepared to .receive the full 
truths of Christ's mission and 
ministry. Luke iii. 5. 

RUB V, a precious stone of 
a red colour. It is of great 
hardness and lustre, seldom 
found larger than a grape 
seed. A perfect ruby of 
targe size, that is, above . 
three and a half carats, ex- 
ceeds the diamond in value. 
A deep coloured I'uby ex» 
ceeding twenty carats ia 
weight is called ccwbunele. 
Job xxviii. 18. 

RUNNERS, persons who 
ran before the king's chariot, 
or bore messages in haste. 
They were employed partic- 
ularly to carry tidings to the 
provinces, of the enactment 
of any edict or law. 

RUTH, a Moabitess, and 
one of the ancestors of our 
Saviour, who probably lived 
in the days of Gideon. The 
book of this name is thought 
to have been written by 
Samael, and forms a sort 
of appendix to the book of 
Judges. 
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SAB'AOTH, a Hebrew 
word, signifyint; hosts or ar- 
wUes. Jehovah is called ** the 
Lord of Sabaoth," beeauf^e 
the hosts of all creatures 
are his. Angels, ministers, 
Christians, stars, planetsj 
fcc. are all marshalled and 
ruled by the Lord God 
omnipotent. Rom. ix. 29. 
Jam. V. 4. 

SABBATH; this word 
means rest. When God 
had made the heavens and 
the earth, in the space of six 
days, he r£Sted on the 
seventh, and ordered it to be 
observed as a day set apart 
for himself, or occupied in 
the exercises of religion. 
Though it was really the 
seventh day to God, to man 
who was formed on the eve- 
ning of the last day, it was 
the Jir5^ and was kept as 
such, for ages, though called 
the seventh part of time. 
Gen. ii. 2, 3. In the first 
institution of the Sabbath, it 
was intended fo call to mind 
the wisdom, power, and good- 
ness of God, as they are dis- 
played in the creation of the 
world : but after the return 
of Oie children of Israel from 
their state of servitude and 
hard bondage in Egypt, that 
was urged as ao additional 



object of recollection on the 
Sabbath-day ; and also, as an 
additional motive to its ob- 
servance. The daj' was at 
the same time changed, to 
correspond with that memo- 
rable event, and to preserve 
the Hebrews more effectual- 
ly from idolatry, by making 
their day of worship different 
from that of the heathen. 
Deut. V. 14, 16. Under the 
Christian dispensation,' (he 
Sabbath is altered back again 
from the seventh to the first 
day of the week, on which 
the Redeemer himself rose 
from the dead. On the ** first 
day of the week," Jesus 
Christ made repeated visits to 
his disciples, who were eri- 
dently assembled together for 
religious purposes. John xx. 
19, 26. On the first day of 
the week the disciples came 
together to break bread and 
hetir Paul preach. Acts xx.7. 
Upon " the first day of the 
week," the Corinthians were 
required to lay by their con- 
tributions for the poor, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 2. And the first day of 
the week is called " thk 
Lord's day," Rev. i. 10. 
The Sabbath is to be sanctifi- 
ed, by a cessation from all 
worldly affairs ; by a remem- 
brance of God in creation » 
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providence, and redemption ; 
by meditation4>rayer, reading 
the Scriptures, and attending 
public worship. It is to be a 
day of holy anticipation of 
that eternal Sabbath which 
remains for the people of 
God. 

SABE'ANS, a people of 
Arabia, descendants probably 
of Sheba^ the son of Cush. 
It is contended by some, that 
the '* queen of Sbeba'* was 
from the neighbourhood of 
Abyssinia in Africa. 

SACkBUT, a musical in 
strument, generally thought 
to have had four strings ; but 
Isidore considers it a kind of 
flute or hautboy. 

SACKCLOTH, was a 
coarse cloth, made of the hair 
of horses, and coarsest hair of 
camels and goats. It was the 
common clothing of very 
poor people, and was much 
used for tents, awntngs, &c. 
Elijah and John the Baptist 
wore such; indeed, it was 
anciently very common for 
all prophets to be thus hum- 
bly clad* Hence, the false 
prophets wore *• a rough gar- 
ment to deceive," Zech. xiii. 
4. It was also used by mourn- 
ers, being of a black colour, 
Isa. 1. 3. 

SACRIFICE, an oaering 
made on an altar to God, by 
ft regular priest ; an oblation 
meant only the simple offer- 
ing of a gift. The justice of 
God •required the death of 



the offender ; but, being tem- 
pered with mercy, it accept- 
ed a sacrifice in his stead. 
All the sacrifices, with their 
several ceremonies, were 
either arguments and con- 
victions of sin, or images of 
the punishment due to it*, 
and had a relation to Christ, 
the gospel sacrifice, in whom 
all the shadows had their 
fulfilment. They signified 
the expiation of moral guilt 
by the sacrifice of Christ, 
who is called the Lamb of 
God, John i. 29, and the 
Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation of the world. Rev. 
xiii. 8. ' 

SADDUCEES, a sect a- 
mong the Jews, founded by 
Sadoc, who denied the being 
of angels and spirits, the im- 
mortality of the soul, and the 
resurrection of the body. 
They are accused, though 
not with good proof, of re- 
jecting all the books of Scrip- 
ture, except the five books of 
Moses. They were strict 
observers of the law them- 
selves, and enforced it upon 
others ; but, contrary to the 
Pharisees, they kept only to 
the simple text of the law, 
without traditions, explana- 
tions, or modifications, and 
maintained, that only what 
was written was to be ob- 
served. The Sadducees were 
generally persons of wealth 
and influence. Among the 
modern Jews, there are f<&w, 
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if any, oominal Sadducees ; 
but infidelity prevails among 
them to a dreadful extent. 

SAINT, a converted per- 
son, Ps. xvi. 3. Phil. iv. 21 ; 
one who spends much time 
in religious exercises, and 
is eminent for piety, and 
zeal in the cause of God, 
Psalm xvi. 3. Hebrews vi. 
10; those blessed spirits, 
whom God graciously ad- 
mits to partake of eveirlasting 
glory and blessedness, 1 
Thess. iii. 13. Rev. xviii. 24 ; 
the holy angels, Deut xxxiii. 
2. Jude 14. 

SALT is dug from the 
earth, or obtained by evapo- 
rating ^ea water. It was 
often obtained by the Jews 
from salt lakes, where an 
upper crust, long exposed to 
ndn and sun might lose its 
relish. Matt v. 13. It was 
appointed to be used in all 
the sacrifices that were of- 
fered to God. I^ev. ii. 13. 
It is the symbol of wisdom, 
friendship, and incorruption, 
Col. iv. 6. When our Sa- 
viour told his disciples that 
they were the salt of the 
earth; he meant, that being 
themselves endued with 
grace, they ought to season 
others, and preserve them 
from corruption. The truths 
of the Gospel are in opposi- 
tion to the corruption of the 
world, both in respect to doc< 
trine and morals. 

Lot's wife was not turned 



into a pillar of such salt as 
we use at our tables, but 
into rock salt, as hard and 
compact as stone. It is said 
that in some parts of Arabia, 
houses are built of this 
material. 

SALO'ME, the wife of 
Zebedee, and the mother of 
James and John. She fool- 
ishly begged that hec two 
sons might have principal 
honours in his temporal king- 
dom. 

SALUTE, to address 
with civility. The forms of 
salutation vai*y exceedingly 
in different countries. A- 
mong Orientals, so much 
ardour is expressed, and so 
long a ceremony used, as 
would, in our eyes, make 
them ridiculous. When an 
Arab meets his friend, he be- 
gins, yet afar off, to make 
gestures indicative of recog- 
nition. On coming up, he 
shakes hands, then kisses his 
hand, and inquires concerning 
his friend's health, and that of 
his family, with great mi- 
nuteness. All this is of course 
done by the other. Some- 
times the beard is reverently 
kissed. When they separate, 
to pass on, each pronounces 
a solemn benediction, as " the 
blessing of Jehovah be with 
you," &c. The later Jews 
were more moderate than 
their neighbouring nations^ 
and used different degrees of 
bomagea upcording to^ th« 
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person and the occasion. A 
bow of the head was the com- 
mon civility ; to bend the 
body, indicated more respect; 
and to lay down the face on 
the ground signified the 
highest reverence. Jacob 
bowed himself seven times 
to the ground, when be met 
Esau. Gen. xxxiii. When 
the Prophet sent his servant 
in great haste, to raise the 
dead child, he forbade him to 
salute any one, or answer 
any salutation, because of 
the time it would occupy, 2 
Kings iv. 29. And our Sa- 
viour exonerated the 70 dis 
ciples from such unmeaning 
waste of time. Luke x. 4 
This was the more necessary, 
08 presents commonly form 
a part of oriental salutation. 
Gen. xliii. 11. 1 Sam. x. 4 
Matt. ii. 11. When Saul was 
recommended to seek Sam- 
uel's aid, he thought it utter- 
ly improper to speak to him, 
because he had no bread to 
.' offer, and went, when he 
found they bad a quarter 
shekel, that is, twelve and a 
half cents. 1 Sam. ix. 7. So 
small a present, was evident 
ly not intended for pay. A 
newer, or an orange, is suf- 
ficient to satisfy custom. 

SAMARIA. 1. The coun- 
try of the Ephraimites, or ten 
tribes. In the New Testa- 
ment, it always signifies the 
territory between Judea and 
Galilee. 2. The scat of gov 



ernment of the ten tribes, 
who revolted from Rehobo- 
am. It was built by Omri, 
A. M. 8080, forty-two miles 
north of Jerusalem. After 
various sieges, &c. during 
several ages, it was at last 
laid in complete ruins, by 
Shalmaneser. Alexander the 
great, established a colony of 
Macedonians there. About 
the year 3947, Gabinius, a 
Roman Governor of Syria, 
improved it, and subsequently 
Herod the great restored it 
to magnificence, and call- 
ed it Sebaste. For several 
hundred years after Christ, 
Samaria continued to be an 
important city. 

SAMARITAN. When 
Shalmaneser removed many 
of the ten tribes to Babylon, 
he sent in their place Babylo- 
nians: these intermarried with 
the remaining Hebrews, and 
their descendants were the 
Samaritans, Between these 
and the pure Jews there was 
a constant jealousy and ha- 
tred. John iv. The name 
was used by the Jews as a 
term of the greatest reproach. 
John viii. 48. The Samari- 
tans, like the Jews, lived in 
the expectation of Messiah, 
and many of them embraced 
him when he appeared. John 
iv. Acts viii. 1, and ix. 81. 
They formerly had syna- 
gogues at Damascus, Gaza, 
at Grand Cairo, Shechem, 
and Joppa, Askelon and Cc- 



SAM 



176 



SAN 



sarea. At present, their 
chief, if not only residence: 
is A'bplouae, the ancient 
Shechem and Joppa; they 
perhaps do not amount to 
300 persons in all. They 
have a High Priest, who is 
considered a descendant of 
Aaron. Though few in num- 
ber, they pretend to great 
strictness in their observation 
of the law of Moses, and 
account the Jews intolerably 
lax. From the letter of their 
high priest to Joseph Scaliger, 
two hundred and ten years 
ago, if appears that they pro- 
fess to believe in God, and 
in his servant Moses, and in 
the holy law, the mount 
Gerizim, the house of God, 
and the day of vengeance 
and peace. They keep the 
Sabbath so strictly, that they 
will not move out of their 
place, except to their syna- 
gogue. They always cir- 
cumcise their children on 
Uie eighth day of their birth. 
They do npt marry their own 
nieces, nor allow a plurality 
of wives. 

SAMOON. See Winds. 

SAMOS, an island of the 
Grecian Archipelago, nine 
miles south west of the coast 
of Ly dia, in Asia M inor. The 
inhabitants chiefly worship- 
ped Juno, who was said to 
have been born there. It 
is now inhabited by the 
Greeks, who are very poor, 
and who, though nominally 



Christians, are sunk in in^XM- 
ranee and superstition. Here 
Pythagoras was born, and 
here Jbucurgus died. 

SAMOTHRA'CIA,asmaU 
island of the ^gean Sea, 
about twenty miles in cir- 
cumference. It derived its 
name from having been peo- 
pled by Samians and Tfara- 
cians. Its present name is 
Samandrakt, 

SAMUEL, an eminent 
prophet born at Ramah, in 
the tribe of Ephraim, and 
from his birth dedicated by his 
mother to God's service. 
1 Sam. iii. 1. 

Two books of this name 
are found in our canon of 
Scripture. The first book 
of Samuel describes the pro- 
phet's life, and the history of 
Israel under Saul, embracing 
a period of about 80 years. 
The sECOiru book of Sam- 
uel contains the history of 
David during a period of 
nearly 40 years. These 
books, beside their other im- 
portant uses, serve greatly 
to explain the Psalms. 

SANCTIFY. (1.) To set 
apart any person or thing to 
a religious use. Thus the 
priests, the offerings, the 
tabernacle, &c. under the 
law, were sanctified. Lev. 
viu. 10. Thus the Sabbath is 
sanctified or set apart And 
thus Christ sanctified himself, 
by setting himself apart as a 
sacrifice to God. John svU. 
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19. (2.) To cleanse a sinner 
from the pollution and do- 
minion of sin. This com- 
mences at regeneration, is 
wrought by the Spirit, is 
progressive during life ; 
makes the Christian fit for 
heaven, and constitutes his 
evidence of adoption. 1 Cor. 
vi. 11. 2 Thes. ii. 13. 

SANDALS, soles of leath- 
er or wood, tied to the feet 
with strings. As these af- 
forded the traveller no pro- 
tection from dust, it was al- 
ways a necessary act of hos- 
pitality to have the feet of a 
guest washed before he could 
retire to bed. 

SAPPHIRE, a jewel 
which in its finest state is 
second in value, only to the 
diamond. The finest is of a 
pure blue colour. Some are 
red/ and go under the name 
of ruby. Such as are 
reddish, and slightly ting- 
ed with blue, are called ame- 
thyst. It was the second 
stone in the high priest's 
breast-plate. 

SARDIS, a town at the 
foot of Mount Tmolus, ten 
hours' ride south of Thyatira. 
It was the capital of Lydia, 
celebrated for its opulence 
and debauchery. Here the 
famous Crcestts lived. Ac* 
cordmg to the Lord's threat, 
the candlestick here has been 
moved out of its .place. A 
iew Christians were found 
in this place by an agent of 



the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, who gladly accepted 
a, copy of the New Testament 
in Romaic, or modern Greek ; 
but an Englisii Missionary, 
who visited Sardis in 1826. 
found no Christian residing on 
the spot. It is now called Sort. 
SARDINE, or Sar©ius, 
a precious stone of a reddish 
or bloody colour. The best 
come from about Bagdad. It 
was the first jewel in the 
high-priest's breast-plate. 

SARDONYX. A gem 
supposed to partake of the 
qualities and appearance of 
the Sardine anil Onyx, of 
which names the word seems 
to be compounded. Rev. 
xxi. 10. 

SAREPTA. SeeZARKP- 

HATH. 

SATAN, the prince of 
hell. The name is Hebrew, 
and means enemy, for the 
devil is the enemy of Giod 
and man. Much of man's 
wickedness may be ascribed 
to him. See instances, Oen. 
iii. Jobi. Acts V. 3. He 
is called ** the god of this 
world," for his power in it 
Unconverted persons are said, 
to be under his influence. 
Acts xxvi. 18. 

SATYR, anatiae given to 
some animal which prowls 
round the ruins of Babylon ; 
probably the ape or baboon. 
Isa. xiii. 21. 

SAVE, to preserve from 
danger, or from eternal 



SCH 



178 



SCO 



death; to deliver from the 

guilt» or the power of sio, 
latt. i. 21. Jesns Christ 
saves his people from sin, 
and from destruction ; and 
having merited their salva- 
tion by his death, he applies 
the purchased redemption, 
by shedding abroad the Holy 
Ghost in their hearts. 

SAVOUR, the smell or 
taste of any thing. The 
ancient sacrifices were a 
"sweet savour" unto God; 
he accepted of, and delighted 
in them, as typical of the 
obedience and suffering of 
Christ. Gen. viii. 21, Eph. 
v. 2. 

SCEPTRE, a staff, or wand, 
signifying royalty. Ancient- 
ly kings were shepherds, and 
hence probably this badge 
took its origin. £z. xix. li. 
Esther viii. 4. The *• rod of 
the wicked,^' means their 
power and influence. Ps. 
cxxv. 3. 

SCHOOL, a place of in- 
struction. Each parent is, 
by the obvious law of na- 
ture, bound to educate his 
child according to his station. 
The association of a num- 
ber of parents to procure a 
person who shall devote his 
whole mind and time to this 
subject, seems not to have 
been known in the early pe- 
riods of the world. We read 
of schools for the prophets 
in the days of Saul. 1 Sam. 
xix. 18—24. About the| 



time of Christ, eminent doc- 
tors delivered stated instruc- 
tions, which were attended 
by the studious, whether 
priests or others. Paul was 
in this manner educated by 
Gamaliel, the most celebra- 
ted Rabbi of his time. Acts 
xxii. 3. Each great teacher 
had, of course, his peculiar 
views. Such as fully adopt- 
ed these, called him Father 
or Master, and themselves 
children. The exhortation, 
** Call no man on earth Fa- 
ther," means that we are not 
to give ourselves up, implic- 
itly to any one great doctrP- 
nal leader, but examine for 
ourselves. Matt, xxiii. 9. 

SCORPION, a reptile of 
fatal venom, found in most 
hot countries, and so mali- 
cious 'AS to be constantly 
striking at every object with- 
in its reach. The south bor- 
der of Judea, and the desert 
between that and Egypt, was 
much infested with them. 
Deut. viii. 15. Wicked men 
are called scorpions. Ezek. ii. 
6. The statements of some 
authors that the only cure for 
its bite is to crush the reptile 
on the wound, tl)at the young 
ones instantly kill their moth- 
er, &c. are absurd. The folly 
and cruelty of Rehoboam in 
threatening to rule Israel as 
with scorpions, is very strik- 
ing. What father vrouid 
give his child such a reptile, 
when it ** asked of him aa 
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egg?" Luke xi. 12. The 
•complete security of Christ's 
followers is forcibly seen 
when he gives them power 
to " tread on scorpions" un- 
harmed. Liikh z. 19. 

In general, they do not ex- 
ceed three or four inches in 
length. The sting is in the 



tail. It has eight legs, and 
four eyes, — perhaps more. 
The torment produced by 
their sting is dreadful. Rev. 
ix. 3, 6. In Africa, some 
grow to the size of a very 
small lobster, which they 
resemble in shape, ds is 
seen by the following picture. 




SCOURGE, a whip, a lash ; 
an instrument of discipline 
or punishment. In the pun- 
ishment of the scourge, the 
offender was stripped from 
his shoulders to his waist, 
and tied by his arms to a low 
pillar, that he might lean for- 
ward, for the convenience of 
the executioner. The law 
directed them not to exceed 
forty stripes; and the Jews, 
in order to prevent the com- 
mand being broken, always 
limited the number of lashes 
to thirty and nine, Deut. 
XXV. 2, '3. When the scourge 
h&d tiiree lashes, as was 
common, thirteen blows 



made out the " forty stripes, 
save one." This was done 
to Paul five times. 2 Cor. 
fli. 24. 

SCRIBE, a clerk, or wri- 
ter; amone the Jews he 
copied, taught, and explain- 
ed the Scriptures. Our Sa- 
viour classes the scribes with 
prophets and wise men. The 
estimation in which they 
were held by the people ap- 
pears in Matt. xvii. 10, Mark 
xii. 35, &c. The injury done 
to true religion by the tradi- 
tions of these interpreters 
and preachers of the law, 
may be gathered from the 
severe rebuke which Christ 
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gave to their obtrusive ques- 
tion, Matthew xv. 2, S, &c. 
Our Saviour gave varioufi in- 
stances of their irregular and 
unjust dealings. Mat zxiii. 
2, 8, 4, &c. He« therefore, 
on the mount, warns his au- 
dience of the dancers they 
were exposed to irom such 
teachers. Matt. v. 20. They 
existed as a separate class of 
men as early as the days of 
Deborah. Mostof them were 
of the tribe of Levi. 

SCRIP, a bag or purse. 
According to its size, &c. it 
was used for food or for mo- 
ney. 

SCRIPTURE, that which 
is written. The Old and 
New Testaments, which 
contain the whole will of 
God necessary to be known 
for our salvation, are called 
the Scriptures or the writ- 
ings, the Bible, or tJ^e book, 
by way of eminence, be* 
cause they far excel all oth- 
er writings. Though writ- 
ten by divers men at differ- 
ent times, yet they all agree, 
as if written by one man. 
" All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God," 2 Tim. iii. 
16, " and is profitable for doc- 
trine,'* to declare and confirm 
the truth ; ** for reproof," to 
convince of sin and confute 
errors ; " for correction," to 
reform the life ; and " for in- 
fftruction in righteousness ;" 
that is, to teach us to make a 
further progress in the way 



to heaven, or to instruct us 
in the true righteousness re- 
vealed by the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ, in which we may 
appear with comfort before 
God. 

SCYTH'IA. No country 
under this name, .and em- 
bracing the same territory, 
now exists. It comprehended 
Tartary, Asiatic Russia, the 
Crimea, Poland, part of Hun- 
gary, Lithuania, Sweden, 
Norway, and the northern 
parts of Germany* Col. iii. 
11. 

SEA, a large collection of 
waters. The Hebrews ap- 
plied this term to lakes of 
moderate size ; and the mod- 
ern inhabitants of Palestine 
still retain the same phrase- 
ology. 

(1.) The Sea of Gali- 
LEE was anciently called the 
Sea of (Hnnerethy Numb, 
xxxiv. 11, or dinner oth^ 
Josh. xU. 3 ; in the time of 
the Maccabees Genesar^ 
1 Mace. xi. 67; and in the 
days of our S^aviour, the Sea 
of Tiberias^ John vi. l,from 
the great city of that name 
wlac^ stood on its banks, 
and (S^nnesareth, from the 
neighbouring district of the 
same name. Mark vi. 58. 
See Gei«^ne8Areth. 

(2.) The Dead Sea was 
anciently called the Sea of 
the plain, Deut iv. 48 ; the 
Salt Sea, Deut. iu. 17, Josh. 
XV. 5 ; and the East Sea, 
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Ezek. xlvii. 18, Jeel ii. 20. 
By Josephus and other writ- 
ers it is called lake Asphal- 
tites, from the bitumen found 
in it. The term Dead Sea, 
seems to have been given to 
• It from the opinion, (errone- 
ous, though general) that no 
living creature could exist 
in its waters, and that even 
birds fell dead into the water 
in attempting to flyover. It 
is sometimes called Sea of 
Sodomy because it occupies 
the site of that place, and the 
other cities of the plain de- 
stroyed for their wickedness 
in the days of Lot. It is 
said that the ruins of t^ese 
cities may now be discerned 
under the water when it is 
low. See Dead Sea. 

(3.) The Great Sea, is 
the Mediterranean, called 
sometimesjthe Hinder Sea, in 
contra-distinction to the Red 
Sea, which is called the For- 
mer Sea. Zech. xiv. 8. It may 

be here rcmarkod, that orien- 
tals turn their faces eastward 
in various religious rites, and 
<^ommonly call the east be- 
fore j the west behind, the 
left hand nwth, and the right 
hand south. The word be- 
yond, for the same reason, 
means east The Mediter- 
ranean is about two thousand 
miles long, and varies in 
breadth, from eighty to five 
hundred miles, beautifully 
sprinkled with island^, and 
bordered by fertile and opu- 



lent countries. No tides are 
perceptible in it except in 
narrow straits. 

(4.) The Red Sea is that 
arm of the Indian Ocean 
which runs along the south- 
west side of Arabia, and the 
east of Ethiopia and Egypt, 
to the length of nearly twelve 
hundred miles, now called 
the Arabian Gulf. As the 
Edomites had long the prop- 
erty and use of it for their 
shipping, it came to be called 
the « Sea of Edom," which 
the Greeks translated into 
the Red Sea, Edom signify- 
ing red. Hence originates 
the mistake, ^that its water, 
or its bottom, was reddish. 

SEARED, burnt off, or 
burnt hard, as flesh is with 
a hot iron. Men have their 
conscience seared, when it 
is so stupified with the load 
of unpardoned guilt, and pow- 
er of inward corruption, that 
it sticks at nothing, however 
horrid and abominable, and 
so is as bad as no conscience 
at all. 1 Tim. iv. 2. 

SECT, a party or number 
of persons united together 
undef some particular lead- 
er, or who profess the same 
tenets or opinions. The Jews, 
in the time of our Saviour, 
were divided into the sects 
of Pharisees, Sadducees, Es- 
senes, and Herodians. These 
are described under their re- 
spective names, except the 
EsseneSy which are not ex- 
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pressly mentioned in Scrip- 
ture. 

The Ksscnes were a very 
ancient sect, spread through 
Syria, Palestine, E^ypt, and 
the neighbouring countries. 
They seem to have made 
religion to consist chiefly 
in quietness and contempla- 
tion ; regarding a serene 
mind as the most acceptable 
offering to God. All agreed, 
therefore, in avoiding the 
snares of cities and traffic. 
Some dwelt in villages, pracr 
tising agriculture and me- 
chamc arts ; others, retiring 
to deserts, gave themiselves 
wholly to solitude and devo- 
tion. They set a high value 
on the Old Testament, and 
addicted themselves to its 
perusal; but did not prac- 
tise any of the ceremonies, 
considering them allegorical. 
They refused to take oaths, 
but were remarkable for up- 
rightness and veracity. In 
doctrinal views, they nearly 
coincided with the Pharisees. 
Slavery, which has always 
been common in the east, 
they regarded as repugnant 
to nature. • 

The TherapeutiB, who 
were numerous near Alex- 
andria, seem to have been a 
branch of this sect, differing 
but little in sentiments or 
habits. 

SEETHE, to boil any 
thing. 

SELAH, a word of doubt- 



ful impont. Some suppose 
it marks the beginning of a 
new paragraph; others that 
it indicates an elevation of 
voice. It is probably no 
more than a notfk-hene, call- 
ing for particular attention. 

SELEU'CIA. There were 
several cities of this name in 
Asia. One in Mesopotamia, 
now dallied Bagdad, The 
Scripture mentions only that 
of Syria, near the river O- 
rontes, which was built by 
Seleucus Nicator,the first Sy- 
ro-Grecian monarch. Here 
Paul and Barnabas embark- 
ed for Cyprus. Acts xiii. 
4. 

SENSE, means, (1.) That 
faculty of a living creature, 
whereby it receives the im- 
pression of material objects. 
(2.) The impression of an 
object upon the senses. (3.) 
Meaning or import. (4.) 
Common sense, or those gen- 
eral notions arising in the 
niinds of men, by which 
they apprehend or under- 
stand things after the same 
manner. 

SEPHARVA'IM, or Sep- 
HARviTEs, a lUbe of the 
Samaritans. 

SEFULCHRE, a place 
for receiving the dead. Eve- 
ry vault, tomb or grave, may 
be termed a sepulchre. The 
Jews invariably placed them 
without the cities, as they al- 
ways should be, on account 
of the noxious effluvia rising 
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from them. ' The royal f am- 
ily only was buried in Jeru- 
salem. 2 Chron. xxiv. 16. 
Natural caves were often 
used for interment; and in 
these, thieves and lunatics 
sometimes resided. Hence 
the grave is called a pif . Ps. 
lxxxviii.3 — 12. Our Saviour's 
sepulchre was " hewn out of 
a rock ;" and the door being 
seated, it was impossible he 
should be stolen without the 
knowledge of the guards 
Tho size of the stone which 
formed the door was itself an 
ample security. It was "a 
great stone," that was gen 
erally selected for this pur- 
pose. Matt, xxvii. 60. Dr. 
Clarke, in his travels in 
Greece and the Holy Land, 
informs us that " on the re- 
puted tomb of Agamemnon 
is placed a stone twenty-sev- 
en feet in length, seventeen 
in breadth, and four feet 
seven inches in thickness. 

SERAPHIM, or Fiery 
Ones, an order of heavenly 
beings, of the distinct char- 
acter of which v»e know 
nothing. Isa. vi. 1 — 7. 

SERPENT. There are 
many kinds of serpents. The 
only remarkable kind men- 
tioned in Scripture is the fly- 
ing serpent. I'hey were 
ciWed fiery from their colour 
and their venom. Isa. xxx. 
6. Several profane authors 
mention serpents found in the 
east, with wings like a bat. 



See Addsr and Cocka- 
trice. 

SERVANT. The He- 
brews had several kinds of 
servants. (I.) The slaves 
for life, who were strangers 
bought, or taken in war. 
Lev. XXV. 44, &c. (2.) He- 
brew slaves or bond-servants; 
who could only at the first 
be bound six years, and then 
were to be dismissed with 
presents. Slavery was com- 
mon before the flood; and 
some of the patriarchs, as 
Job, and Abraham, appear 
to have o^ned thousajods, 
though they seem to have 
been treated with great ten- 
derness, and often to have 
had wages and high charac- 
ter. Among the Romans they 
were often branded, for se- 
curity; but this was forbid- 
den to the Jews. 

SERVE, to labour, do 
work for, or help a person in 
any employment; to attend 
or wait upon a person, in or- 
der to obey and assist him. 
To serve God is to obey him, 
not only by worshipping him, 
as required, in spirit and in 
truth, but also by studying 
to know and do his will, on 
all occasions, however op- 
posed to our depraved incli- 
nations, or at variance with 
our temporal interests. 

SHEBA,orSEBA. There 
were several of this name : 
the first was the son of €fu$h, 
who gave the name to a 
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country in Arabia. Grenesis 
X. 7. Psalm Ixxii. 10. (2.) 
The grandson of Cush. Gen. 
X. 7. (3.) Thesonof Joktan, 
Gen. X. 29. (4.) The grand- 
son of Abraham. |Gen. axv. 
3. All these seem to have 
taken up their residence in 
Arabia, and perhaps most of 
them in the south part of it. 
One or more of these She- 
has gave name to the coun- 
try, whose queen came to 
visit Solomon, and brought 
him large presents of gold, 
spiees, and precious stones ; 
but whether thid Sheba was 
situated in Arabia the Hap- 
py, or in Aby<sinia,is doubt- 
ful. (6.) The son of Bichri, 
a Jew, who headed a revolt 
in the reign of David. 2 
Sam. XX. (6.) The name 
of a famous welli sometimes 
called Sheba, and sometimes 
Beersheba. Gen. xxvi. 33. 

SHECH£M,a very ancient 
city, thirty-five miles north 
of Jerusalem, which the sons 
of Jacob cruelly ravaged, to 
revenge the insult of their 
sister by its pr|nc6. Gen. 
xxxiv. Near it was "Ja- 
cob's well,'' John iv. .6, and 
his purchased burial place. 
Mount Gerizim rises near 
the town on the south, and 
Mount Ebal on the north. 
After the ruin of the city of 
Samaria, Shechcm became 
the metropolis of Samaria, 
and was called Syehar, It 
■ ' was enlarged and beautified 



by Vespasian, about forty 
years aiier Christ's death, 
and was by him called JVe- 
apolis, or the New City. It 
is at this day, a fine town, 
containing ten thousand in« 
habitants, of wiiich about one 
hundred are nominal Chris- 
tians. It is now called JVa- 
plottse. 

SHEEP, a well known an- 
imal, of the greatest utility, 
and famed lor meekness and 
cleanliness. - In oriental 
countries, the broad tailed 
species prevails, which part, 
consisting chiefly of fat, and 
often weighing 12 or 15 
pounds, was commanded to 
be offered in sacrifice to God. 
Lev. iii. 9. The wealth of 
ancient kings, and other 
great men, consisted chiefly 
in flocks and herds, 2 Kings 
iii. 4 ; and this is still the 
case in some eastern coun- 
tries, especially where the 
people are few, and pastures 
luxuriant. Christians are 
compared to sheep, for their 
innocence and excellence. 
Christ is " the lamb of God," 
that is, the great atoning 
sacrifice. John i. 29. 

S H EE'EL,a weight among 
the Hebrews, but its precise 
heaviness is not agreed on ; 
th^ probability is, that the 
common shekel was about a 
half dollar, smd the shekel 
of the sanctuary double that 
sum. 

SHEW, or SHOW, an ap< 
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pearance or pretence; also 
any public sight. The Shew- 
bread, was that which was 
constantly exihibited in the 
temple. Twelve loaves, ac- 
cording to the twelve tribes, 
were, every Sabbath day, 
put upon the golden table, 
- to be exposed for the whole 
week. This bread was for- 
bidden to be eaten by any, 
except the priests; there- 
fore in the extraordinary case 
o( David, nothing but urgent 
necessity could exempt him 
from sin. 1 Sam. xxi. 3 — 7. 
Matt. xii. 4. It seems to 
havei^een intended to re 
mind the Hebrews of their 
dependence on God for daily 
support, and as an emblem 
of Jesus, the bread of life. 
John vi. 48. 

Christ made a shew of prin- 
cipalities and powers. Col. ii. 
15, when he openly triumph- 
ed over them on his cross. 
To make a " fair shew in 
the flesh," is to be hypocHt-. 
ical by carefully observing 
outward forms, while real 
piety at heart is not sought. 
SHIELD, an instrument 
of defence, held on the left 
arm, to ward off blows. In 
Scripture, God is often call- 
ed the shield of his people. 
Princes and great men are 
called shields, because they 
ought to be the protectors of 
their people. Psalm xlvii. 9. 
Faith is likewise called a 
tfhieid, £ph. vL 18, because 



it derives strength from 
Christ for overcoming the 
temptations of Satan. 

SHIB'BOLETH, a He- 
brew word, signifying a 
stream of water. Jud. xii. 6. 

SHIGGAI'ON. A word 
found in the title of the 
seventh psalm. It comes 
from a Hebrew word, which 
signifies to stray or wander ; 
whence some conjecture, 
that k denotes the song to 
be various, running from one 
kind of tune into another, 
and expressive of great an- 
guish of heart. 

SHILOH. (1.) One of 
the names of Jesus Christ. 
The great Deliverer ; he that 
frees from the law, sin, and 
death. Gen. xlix. 10. It de- 
notes the Redeemer, the 
author of our happiness, and 
our sole peace-maker with 
God. 

(2.) Shiloh, a famous 
city of the tribe of Ephraim, 
^bout 25 miles north of Jer- 
usalem. Here Joshua fixed 
the tabernacle of God ; and 
here it continued at least 310 
years. 

SHINAR, the same as 
Chaldea ; which see. 

SHIPS. Probably Noah's 
ark gave the first origin to 
shipping. The tribes ofZeb- 
ulon and Dan appear to have 
early engaged in commerce. 
Gen. xlix. 13. Judges v. 17. 
Solomon, and after him Je- 
hoshaphat, set on foot a con* 
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tiderable trade by shipping. 
1 Kings X. 22. The Tro- 
jans were early powerful at 
sea; but the Tyrians and 
Sidonians for many ages were 
much more so. The Greeks 
were also in their turns fa- 
mous by sea. After the Sar- 
acens had ruined the Grecian 
commerce, the Venetians 
and Genoese became famous 
in that way. About 280 
years ago, the Spaniards and 
Portuguese became the most 
commercial people. Then 
the Dutch took the lead; 
but at present the Eng- 
lish carry on more busi- 
ness by sea than any other 
nation. 

SHITTIM WOOD, the 
same as Shitta tree ; much 
used in building the Taber- 
nacle, and in making the 
sacred utensils, &c. ; but not 
now known exactly, what 
kind of tiee it was. Most 
probably it was the Acanthus^ 
or Acttcia vera, which grows 
plentifully in the Arabian 
desert, in Egypt, and around 
Suez. It is about the size of 
a mulberry tree, the bark of 
a greyish black, wood pale 
yellow, wid very hard, the 
branches thorny, and flowers 
globular. Both the wood 
and the flowers have a very 
pleasant smell. From this 
tree is obtained the gum 
Arabic, by making a gash 
with an axe. Its leaves are 
almost the only food for cam- 



els while travelling in the 
great deserts. 

SHRINE, a cabinet or 
case, to hold the effects of 
saints, and the relics or re- 
mains of their bodies; also 
the tomb or place where 
pilgrims offer up their pray- 
ers and oblations to the saints. 
Those of Epbesus seem to 
have been small models of 
Diana's temple, with her 
image enclosed. ' Acts xix. 

SHOE, a defence for the 
foot. Among the Hebrews, 
slaves went barefoot ; others 
generally had their fe# and 
legs covered when they 
went abroad ; and women of 
quality wore shoes or gaiters 
of very costly texture. Song 
vii. 1. Ezek. xvi. 10. Shoes 
were ordinarily of no great 
value, and so a pair of shoes 
denotes a very inconsiderable 
bribe. Amos ii. 6. Soldiers 
often wore shoes of iron and 
brass ; and to this day, many 
of the eastern people wear 
iron plates on the heels and 
the fore-sole of their shoes. 
The Hebrews* eating of the 
fivst passover with their 
sJioes on, loins girded, and 
staffs in thtir hand, imported 
that they were immediate- 
ly to begin their journey. 
Exod. xii. 11. Putting off 
shoes, imported reverence, 
and was done in presence of 
God, or on entering the man- 
sion of a superior* £xQd% ui. 
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5. Josh. V. 15. Want of 
shoes, imported mourning, 
debasen^nt, and slavery. 
2 Sam. XV. 30. £zek. xxiv. 
17. Isa. XX. 2, 4. The 
plucking off a^hoe and giv- 
ing it to another, imported 
resignation of right to him. 
Rutfa iv. 7. To bear, or un- 
loose one's shoes, imports 
doing for him the meanest 
offices. Matt. iii. 11. Luke 
iii. 16. David east his shoe 
over Edom, when he took 
possesattjp of the country, 
and used the people as slaves. 
Ps. Ix. 8. cviii. 9. 

SHUNEM, a city of Is- 
sachar, about five miles south 
of Tabor. Josh. six. 18. In 

. a great adjacent plain, the 

Philistine army encamped, 

while Saul's lay at Gilboa. 

1 Sam. xxvili. 4. 

SHUSHAN, or Susa, on 

' the bank of the river Ulai, in 
Persia. It is said to have 
been buijt by Memnon, be- 
fore the Trojan war. It was 
the winter residence of the 
Persian kings from the time 
of Cyrus, being sheltered by 
a high ridge of mountains 
from the north-east wind : 
but in the summer it was so 
intensely hot as to be scarcely 
habitable. Here Daniel had 
his vision of the ram and he 
goat. Dan. viii. 

SI6MAH, Shebmah, or 
Shebam, a city about half a 
mile from Heshbon. The 
very* best vines grew about 



it. Isa. xvi. 8. Itwasorig* 
inally the property of the 
Moabites, and fell within the 
lot of Reuben. Numb, xxxii. 
38. Josh. xiii. 19. 

SIDON, a great trading 
city, and the capital of the 
Phenicians. It was built 
soon after the flood, by Sidon. 
the eldest son of Canaan. 
Tyre, 26 miles south of it^ 
was built by a colony from" 
this city. Both Tyre and 
Sidon belonged to the tribe 
of Asher ; but it never ex- 
pelled the people. Indeed, 
at one time the Sidonians 
overcame all Israel : and in 
the days of Ahaz they drove 
quite a commerce in export- 
ing the Jews for slaves. 
Joel iii. 4. The gospel was 
at the first proclaimed here, 
and flourishing churches 
continued for many ages. 
Some Christians are yet 
found here. It now con- 
tains 16,000 inhabitants, and 
is called Saide. See Ttr%. 

y SIL'OAM, a fountain ris- 
ing on the base of Mount 
Zion. Its waters were re- 
ceived in two large po#ls; 
and what overflowed from 
the lower one passed into the 
brook Kidron. The upper 
pool was sometimes called 
" King's pool," probably be- 
cause his gardens were wa- 
tered from it. Near this 
stood the tower of which 
Christ speaks. Luke xiii. 4. 
SILVER is not mentiQne4 
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IS having been in use before 
the flood, nor till the time of 
Abraham; it was not coin- 
ed till long after. Its ore 
generally contains other met- 
als, such as lead, tin, &c. 
and must be often purged to 
render it fine. Ps. xii. 6. 
fhe fine silver of the an- 
cients was found in the mines 
of Tarshish. Jer. x. 9. Great 
quantities of it were used in 
the building of the temple by 
Solomon. 1 Chr. xxix. 4. It 
is put for all temporal wealth. 
Hos. ix. 6. A sUverling, or 
"piece of silver," is the 
same as a shekel. 

SIMEON. (1.) The sec- 
ond son of Jacob, bom in the 
year 2247. (2.) An aged 
saint who embraced the in- 
fant Jesus. It is thought by 
some learned historians he 
was the great Rabbi, with 
whom Gamaliel, ^uF 
teacher, studied. (3.) A 
Qirlstian minister of Anti< 
o?n. Acts xiii. 1. 

SIMON. There were 
several of this name. (1.) 
SiMow Peter, a distin- 

fiiished disciple of our Lord, 
he Roman Catholics call 
htm the Prince Of Apostles, 
though Paul seems more de- 
serving of such a title, l^he 
celibacy of the clergy finds 
no example in his case, as 
we know he had a wife. 
Mark i. 29, 80. 

(2.) The Cyrenian, who 
is thought by some to be the 



same as the Niger,, teacher 
at Antioch. Matt xxvii. 32. 
It is said that he was after- 
wards the minister of Bostra, 
or Bezer, and died a martyr 
for the faith. 

(3.) Simom-Zelotes, or 
the Canaanite, one of Christ's 
apostles. He was called 
Zdotes, because he had been 
one of those Galileans, or 
zealous Jews, who refused 
to pay tribute to the Romans. 
Some suppose that henreach- 
ed the gospel in Egfpt* Cy- 
renaica, Lybia, and Mauri- 
tania, if not also in Britain. 
Others affirm him to have 
been murdered at Lunir, in 
Persia, along with Jude. 

(4.) Simon, the brother or 
cousin of our Saviour, and the 
son of Cleophas. Matt. xiii. 55. 

(5.) SiMoir, the Pharisee, 
who invited our Saviour to 
an entertainment ; and though 
he omitted the customary 
civility of giving him water 
for his feet, took offence at 
his allowing Mary Magda- 
lene to anoint them. Jesus, 
by the parable of the two 
debtors, convinced him of his 
mistake. Luke vii. 86 — 50. 

(6.) Simon Maous, from 
whom Simony had its name. 
Simony means making mer- 
chandise of ecclesiastical liv- 
ings, &c. 

(7.) There were also 8i- 
moHt a tanner, Acts ix. 43 ; 
Simon^ the father of Judas 
Iscariot, John xii. 4. &&, 
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SIMPLE, faatmless, free 
from deceit To be ** simple 
concerning evil," is to have 
little knowledge of the art of 
committing it. Rom. xvi. 19. 
The "simplicity that is in 
Christ," is either the plain 
self-consistent truth of the 
gospel, or an unfeigned faith 
m this truth. 2 Cor. xi. 8. 

SIN. (1.; The name of 
a wilderness bordering on 
the Red Sea. Exodus xvi. 1. 
(2.) Offence against the law 
of God, either by doing what 
it forbids, or neglecting what 
it enjoins. Desiring forbid- 
den things,or disliking duties, 
is also sin. It is the . cause 
of all misery in this world, 
and of everlasting pain to the 
finally impenitent. Sins are 
called trespasses, because 
they violate law, and break 
in on prohibited things. When 
it is said, he that '* commit- 
teth sin is of the devil," 
and is the " servant of sin," 
it means, such is the charac- 
ter of those who wilfully sin. 
When it is said, the children 
of God do not sin, John viii. 
34. 1 John iii. 6, 9. v. 18, it 
means that such do not will' 
in^ly sin. When they sin, 
it is through the power of 
temptation, and gives them 
great grief. **Thou shalt 
visit thine habitation, and not 
sin," means, we must not live 
in a wicked manner. Job v. 24. 

OniGiifAi. Six, is that 
whereby our whole nature 



is defiled, and rendered con- 
trary to the nature and law 
of God, Ps. li. 5 ; and hence 
the inward part is said to be 
very wickedness ; that is, the 
heart is enmity against God. 
Ps. V. 9. This is the sin that 
dwells in us, Rom. vii. 17, 
20, and works in us all man- 
ner of concupiscence. Rom. 
vii. 8, 23. 

The sin against the 
Holy Ghost, as it rejects 
and tramples on all bis evi- 
dence and convictions, is 
called the sin unto death, 
because being never pardon- 
ed, it inevitably ruins men. 
1 John V. 16. 

What we render sin-offer' 
ing, is often the same in the 
Hebrew as what we render 
sin. Lev. iv. 3, 26, 29. And 
the priests are said to eat sin i 
i. e. with pleasure feast on 
siu-ofierings. Hosea iv. 8. 
Christ is said to bo made 5m, 
that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him ; 
i. e. he had our sins charged 
' o his account, and was made 
asin-ofifering. 2 Cor. v. 21. 
1 Pet. ii. 24. Isa. liii. 6. 
SINAI, the mount on which 
Jehovah appeared to Moses, 
and gave the law. The He- 
brews came to this place in 
the third month of dieir pil- 
grimage. The law was giv- 
en, it is thought, just fifty 
days ailer their exodus from 
Egypt, and hence, the Pen? 
teeost was observed on the 
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60th day after the paMOver. 
This mount stands in Arabia 
Petrea, and is called, by the 
Arabs, JibhU Mousa, or the 
mountain of Moses, and some- 
times El Tor, or the Mount. 
It has two summits, Horeh 
and Sinai, which last Is 
much the highest, and is 
called the Mottnt of God, 
The ascent is very steep, and 
is by steps, which the Em- 
press Helena, the mother of 
Constantino the Great, caused 
to be cut in the rock. These 
are now so much worn and 
decayed, as to make the as- 
cent tedious and difficult. 
At the top of Sinai, there is 
an uneyen and ruggced place, 
sufficient to hold 60 persons. 
Here stands a chapel, and 
near to it, is a fountain of 
fresh water. At the bottom 
in a narrow valley, is the 
convent of St. Catharine, 
enclosed by high walls 
without a door, to preserve 
them from Arab robbers; 
"Whoever wishes to enter, is 
drawn up in a basket. Here 
God spoke to Elijah. 1 Kings 
xtx. 8. Mount Sinai, says 
Niebuhr, has numerous 
beautiful springs, but they 
are not so copious as to 
unite and form streams that 
last the whole year* Vari- 
ous modem travellers have 
ascended to the summit of 
this Mount ; but the Arabs 
practise upon them great 
impositions. 



SINCERITY, pareneflsof 
mind, without double deal« 
ing. The word is derived 
from the Latin sineenu, 
composed of tine without, 
and eera, wax; or pure 
honey, 1 Cor. ▼. 8. The 
Greek word uXtK^mmy 
translated sincerity, means 
an evident purity when held 
up in the light of the sun ; as 
we would water, 2 Cor. i. 12. 

SIS'ERA, General of the 
Canaanites, under Jabin II. 
Jael invited him into her 
house, and being instigated 
of God to destroy this mur- 
derous idolater, and devoted 
Canaanite, drove ' a nail 
(hroush his temples. 

SITH, an obsolete word, 
meaning since » or because. 
Jer. XV. 7. Ezek. xxxv. 6. 

SIVAN, the third month 
of the Jewish sacred year. 
See Month. 

SLIME was used by the 
buildei*s of Babel instead of 
mortar. It is called in the 
Septuagint version asphaU 
to8 ; and is bitiimen, or a kind 
of pitch. Great quantities 
of it are still found in the 
neighbourhood of ancient 
Babylon. Herodotus, Dio- 
dorus Siculus, &c. speak of 
its being used as mortar. 
It is adhesive when warm, 
but becomes very hard by 
age. Gen. xi. S. It was used 
also as pitch is now, to put 
on boats and vessels, to make 
them water tight Ex. il. 3. 
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SLINO, one of the earii 
est weapons invented by 
man. By long practice, 
wonderful skill is attained in 
the use of it, as was the case 
of the Benjamites, who, 
**with *either hand, could 
sling stones at a hair, and not 
miss." Judges xx. 16. 

SMYRNA, a city of Ionia, 
built by the Amazons, about 
40 miles north of Ephesus 
It was famous as early as 
the time of Horner^ whose 
birth-place it claims to be. 
About A. M. 3400, the Lydi 
ans destroyed it ; but it was 
rebuilt 800 years after. A 
Christian church was plant- 
ed here very early; which 
maintained their holy faith 
with such exactness^ that in 
the divine epistle sent them 
by John, there is no repi*oof, 
but praise and direction. 
Rev. ii. 8, 9, 30. At the 
time Christianity was intro- 
duced here, it was in all its 
glory, abounding in wealth, 
works of art, and schools of 
learning. Persecution soon 
raged against the Christians ; 
but after Polycarp and many 
others had laid down their 
lives for Christ, multitudes 
-were converted^ It has 
often suffered Am earth- 
quakes, plague, fires, and 
war ; but at present, is one 
of the most flourishing places 
in the Levant; having a 
large and good harbour, and 
sustaining an active com- 



merce with all nationf. Dur- 
ing the late revolutionary 
struggle, this city suffered 
dreadfully ; but as Greece is 
now free, it promises to re- 
;ain its ancient splendour, 
{y the last accounts, before 
the Revolution, it contain- 
ed 100,000 souls, of which 
above 10,000 are Christians 
of the Greek church ; 6,000 
Armenians ; the rest are 
Turks, Jews, &c. 

SNOW falls occasionally 
in Palestine, and always in 
flakes as large as a chestnut. 
Hence the expression, *' He 
giveth snow like wool." 
Ps. cxlvii. 17. It was brought 
from the mountains, and sold 
in the hot season, to cool 
wine, &c. as ice is in our cit- 
ies. Its water was consided- 
ed very cleansing. Job ix. 30. 

SOCKET, a kind of mor- 
tice in which the pillars of 
tiie tabernacle were fixed. 
A vast number of sockets 
were made, of which one 
hundred were of silver, a 
talent to each. Exod. xxviii. 
27. XX vi. 37. xxxviii. 27. 
The weight of these sockets 
tended to make the pillars 
stand firm. 

SODOM, Gomorrah, Ad- 
mah, Zeboim, and Zoar, 
were five cities o( the Ca- 
naaniles. In the days of 
Abraham they had each a 
king. The Dead Sea now 
covers the site of these cities, 
or at least a part of it*. Judo 
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7. The Scripture accoant 
of the overthrow of these 
cities is corroborated by pro- 
fane historians, viz. Strabo, 
Diodorus Siculus, Tacitus, 
Solinus, &c. 

t. SOLOMON'S history is 
full of interest, and amply 
given in Scripture. He was 
the author ot several books, 
besides those in the Bible, 
viz. 3000 Proverbs, 1005 
Songs, beside works on bota- 
ny, natural history, and com- 
merce. 

The Song of Solomon, is 
a sacred allegory, represent- 
ing the reciprocal love of 
Christ and the church. 

SORROW, inward pain, 
arising from guilt or afflic- 
tion. It is said *^ the sorrow 
of this world worketh 
death;" that is, mere distress 
without regard to God and 
looking to him for help, 
breaks the heart, and brings 
us to the grave. " Godly 
sorrow," is grief tempered 
with reliance on God. ''The 
sorrows of hell," Ps. xviii. 5, 
are troubles of great magni- 
tude. 

SOUL, is that spiritual, ra- 
tional, and immortal part or 
substance in man, which 
distinguishes him from the 
brute creation, and boars 
some resemblance to its Di- 
vine Maker; which pos- 
sesses consciousness or its 
own existence, and actuates, 
directs, or disposes in all 



the relations of life. The 
Scripture ascribes to beasta 
a soul, which may be a sec- 
ond acceptation of the word, 
as having the same import 
with breath or respiration, 
which is the generat princi- 
ple of animal life. But the 
Scripture allows to man 
alone, an immortal soul, 
possessing the knowledge of 
God, wisdom, , immortality, 
the hope of future happiness 
and of eternal life ; and man 
alone it threatens with the 
punishment of another life, 
and the pains of hell.^ Soul 
is taken for a human crea- 
ture, or the whole person, 
both soul and body. Gen. xii. 
5. Acts ii. 41. When the 
soul and spirit are spoken of 
together, spirit means proba- 
bly the temper, 

SPARROW, a very small, 
well known bird. It is gre- 
garious and remarkably live- 
ly ; and when lamed, or de- 
serted by its mate, seems 
quite disconsolate. Ps. cii. 
7. They were so cheap at 
Jerusalem, that " five were 
sold for two farthings." Luke 
xii. 6. The care of Divine 
Providence is therefore most 
strikingly dfipicted when his 
minute att^ion to them is 
declared. Matt. x. 29. Ps. 
civ. 24—31. 

SPECTACLE, a public 
show. The Romans were 
remarkably fond of shows 
and games ; and the theatres 
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for this purpose were some- 
times very costly — generally 
round like our circuses, and 
without a roof. One of the 
eommon exhibitions was to 
put, criminals in the arena, 
and let loose wild beasts upon 
them. Hence the apostle's 
allusion. Heb. x. 32, 33. 
Perhaps when he says he 
" fought with wild beasts at 
Ephesus," he moans literally 
that he was thud exposed. 
1 Cor. XV. 32. Those who 
were not condemned to cer- 
tain death, were allowed 
weapons of defence. When 
the company, which was 
always vast, had enjoyed 
the horrid sight of these 
contests, in which the crim- 
inal was generally victor, 
then were brought those 
capitally condemned, who 
were allowed no weapons, 
nor even raiment ; and were 
of course soon destroyed^ 
To the latter class Paul 
seems to compare ministers', 
when he says they are *' set 
forth last, as it were appoint- 
ed unto death ; being made 
a spectacle to the world, to 
angels, and to men." 1 Cor. 
iv. 9. 

SPID£R, a venomous, 
cruel, crafly insect, mention- 
ed but three times in the 
Bible, and each time in 
allusion to wicked men. 
<< Their trust shall be as a 
spider's web.'* Job viii. 14. 
^* Their webs shall not be- 



come. garments, neither shall 
they cover themselves with 
their works." Isa. lix. 4 — 7. 
They insinuate themselves 
into places of honour, and 
in kings' palaces.' ' Pcov. 
XXX. 28> The story of the 
bite of that species called 
tarantula, being only cura- 
ble by music, is a ridiculous 
fable. 

SPIKENARD, a very fra- 
grant species of grass, which 
when trodden upon fills the 
air with sweetness. The 
ear is about the size of one's 
finger, and is of a strong 
smell, and bitterish taste. 
The medicinal properties 
reside principally in the root. 
The ointment made of it is 
very precious, and was a fk- 
vourite perfume at ancient 
baths and feasts. Mark xiv. 
3. The best spikenard 
comes from India. When 
cultivated in gardens, it at- 
tains the height of five or 
six feet. 

SPIRIT, the Holy Ghost, 
the third Person in the ever 
adorable Trinity ; equal in 
power and glory with the Fa- 
ther and the Son ; he who 
inspired the ancient proph- 
ets to foretel future events, 
and now quickens, illumin- 
ates, sanctifies, and com- 
forts the people of God. Mat. 
iii. 16. I John xv. 2. 2 Pet. 
i. 21. John iii. 5. 1 Pet. i. 
2, and John xiv. 26. We 
grieve the Holy Spirit, Epb. 
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17. 30, by resisting convic- 
tion of diUy ; by living in a 
lukewarm condition ; or by 
abusing bFs favours, through 
vanity, curiosity, or negli- 
gence. 2 Tim. i. 6. Spirit 
expresses, also, the imma- 
terial and immortal part of 
man. Acta vii. 59. See 
Soul. 

SPIRITUAL, means that 
which belongs to spirits. The 
church is a spiritual Jiouse 
her members are renewed 
in spirit. Jesus is her foun- 
dation ; and his Spirit and 
grace, connect them with 
hiro, and with one another. 
1 Pet. ii. 5. Prophets and 
other church officers are 
^spiritual men, because their 
office lies in spiritual exer> 
nises. Hos. ix. 7. Chris- 
tians are spiritual, because 
the Spirit of God dwellethin 
them, and they seek spiritual 
objects. Gal.vi.l. 1 Cor. iii. 1. 
God*s law is spiritual ; it is 
a transcript of the divine na- 
ture. It is given by the Ho- 
ly Ghost, and extends its au- 
thority to duties of a spiritu- 
al nature. Rom. vii. 14. 

SPONGE, a sub-marine 
substance, produced like 
coral, by insects who inhabit 
it. Its innumerable and 
delicate cells make it imbibe 
water easily, and as easily 
part with it, under pressure. 
Matt, xzvii. 48. 

STAR, a bright heaven 



Some are fixed, that is, re- 
tain the same relative dis- 
tance from the stars which 
surround them ; whereby 
they are distinguished from 
planets and comets which 
revolve round the sun. The 
naked eye can perceive only 
about one thousand. Tycho 
Brahe gave a catalogue of 
770 stars. The telescope 
of Mr. Flamstead, enabled 
him to discover about three 
thousand. The prodigious 
telescope of Herschel, ren- 
dered visible inntunerabU 
stars which had always been 
hidden from our knowledge. 
The ancient Heathens wor- 
shipped the Sun, Moon, Mer- 
cury, Mars, Jupiter, Venus, 
and Saturn, for planets y i, e. 
wandering luminaries; and 
as our \ fathers worshipped 
these, they dedicated the 
•several days of the week to 
them, as the names they still 
bear indicate. But accord- 
ing to the new astronomy, 
the solar system consists of 
eleven primary planets, Mer- 
cury, Venus, the Earth, 
Mars, Vesta, Juno, Cerea, 
Pallas, Jupiter, Saturn and 
Herschel ; eighteen secon- 
dary planets, of which the 
Earth has one, viz. the 
Moon; Jupiter has four^ 
Saturn seven, and Herschel 
six. AH these planets move 
round the sun, as well as 
round their own axes ; and 



ly body, seen in the night. I the satellites move rouad 
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the ptanets. They all ap 
pear luminous by the re- 
flectiop of the rays of the 
sun. The distau'^e of the 
fixed stars from the sun, 
renders it impossible for them 
to bo illuminated by the re- 
flection of his rays. It is 
thought they are equal to our 
sun in magnitude; and only 
appear small by reason of 
their distance. The nearest 
fixed Star is SiriuSy or the 
Dog Star, whose distance is 
'supposed to be not less than 
400,000 times greater than 
that of the Sun from us. 
Some stars are calculated to 
be six hundred times further 
than Sirius! From hence, 
it takes three or four thou- 
sand years for their light to 
reach us. As new stars 
have become visible ^i la- 
ter times, perhaps there are 
some stars whose light, since 
the ' creation, has but now 
reached our earth, though it 
travels thirteen millions of 
miles in a minute. How im- 
mense must He be, whom 
the heavens, and heaven of 
heavens, cannot contain ! 

God numbers the stars and 
knows them by their name ; 
Ps. cxlvii. 4 ; but we have 
few of their names in Scrip- 
ture, as Chiun, Mftzzaroth, 
Arcturus, Orion, Pleiades. 
The star which conducted 
the wise men to the infant Je- 
sus, was probably a meteor, 
whi^h riioved in the midclle 



region of the air, somewhat 
in the manner of the cloudy 
pillar before the Hebrews 
in the wilderness, Matt. ii. 
Jesus Christ is called the 
Morning 5ter, as he intro- 
duced the light of the gospel- 
day, and brought a fuller 
manifestation of the truths 
of God than the prophets, 
whose predictions are now 
accomplished. By stars are 
sometimes meant, the prin- 
ces and nobles of a kingdom, 
Dan. viii. 10; and sometimes 
pastors or ministers of the 
Gospel, who onght to shine 
like stars in thoir lives and 
dpctrinc. Rev. i. 20. The 
angels are called stars. Job 
xxxviii. 7, who joined in ex- 
tolling God for his work of 
creation. In Scripture, an 
extraordinary multiplication 
is often expressed under the 
similitude of the stars of 
heaven. 

STEWARD, one who 
manages the affairs of an- 
other, and is accountable to 
him for the proper discharge 
of the duties of his office. 
The ministers of Jesus Chri«t 
are ** stewards of the mys- 
teries of God," being intrust- 
ed with the management of 
God's people and the distri- 
bution of spiritual food. 1 
Cor. iv. 1. 1 Pet. iv. 10. In- 
deed, all mankind are to 
be considered as stewards 
under God, and they must 
give an account unto him of 
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all the talents with which 
they have been intrusted. 
It IS necesdarv, therefore, 
that we should attend seri- 
ously to our important 
charge, and stand prepared 
for our Lord's appearance. 
Matt. XXV. Titus i. 7, 



STOICK9. A sect of in great flocks, which the 



heathen philosophers, found 
ed by Zeno of Cyprus. From, 
his teaching in the Stoa^ or 
porch at Athens, his follow- 
ers were called Stoicks. 
They regarded pain, poverty, 
bereavement, &c. as only 
ima^nary evils, and the 
gratifications of life, as only 
imaginary pleasures, and 
therefore preserved a cool in- 
difference under all circum- 
stances. Paul argued with 
them when in Athens. Acts 
xvii. 18. Some of Zeno's 
opinions owe their degree of 
truth to his knowledge of the 
Old Testament, and some he 
gathered from the writings 
of Socrates and Plato. One 
of his favourite sayings was, 
that '' men, having two ears, 
should hear much, and one 
mouth, should speak little." 

STONING, the punish- 
ment generally appointed in 
the law of Moses for capital 
offences. The witnesses 
threw first, then all pres- 
ent. Deut. xvii. 5—7. John 
viii.7. 

STORK, a bird celebrated 
for its amiable disposition. 
Its size is about tnat of a 



soose ; but as it obtains its 
food by wading in the mud 
and not by swimming, it has 
legs two 'feet long, and a 
neck in proportion. It is a 
bird of passage. Jer. viii. 7, 
and frequented the region 
round Carta and JVazarethy 



inhabitants did not molest, 
chiefly because they ate up 
injurious insects and reptiles. 
Such being its chosen food, 
may be the reason why it 
was not to be eaten by Jews. 
Lev. xi. 19. In EEolland, 
and elsewhere in Europe, 
where this bird is common, 
it builds its nest in high 
towers, or on the tops of 
houses. But in Palestine, 
and such hot countries, 
where the roofs are flat and 
ofterf* frequented by the 
people of the house, the 
stork builds its nest in loAy 
trees. Ps. civ. 17. 

STUBBLE, the stalks left 
in a field of grain which has 
been reaped. Stubble is of 
little value ; of no strength 
or force ; is easily scattered 
with the wind ; and easily 
burnt. Job xiii. 25. xli. 29. 
xxi. 18. Joel ii. 5. Wicked 
men are as stubble, easily 
burnt in the fire of God's 
wrath. Psalm Ixxxiii. 14. 
Isa. xl.24. Mai. iv. 1. False 
doctrines are as stubble, of 
no worth ; of no force to con- 
vince or comfort men's con- 
sciefices, and cannot abide 
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the trial of God's word. 1 
Cor. iii. 12. 

SUCCOTH means tents. 
There were two places of 
this name. (L) In. Egypt 
where the Hebrews first set 
up their tents. Exod. xii. 37. 
(2.) A city east of Jordan, 
and south of the sea of Gali- 
lee, where Jacob set np his 
tents or suecoth^ as he came 
from Padan-aram. Gen. 
xxxiii. 17. It seems proba- 
ble that in the valley near 
it, Hiram cast the large 
utensils for the temple. Ps. 
Ix. 6. 1 Kings vii. 46; 

SUMMER»the warm sea- 
son of the year. Gen. viii. 
22. In countries north of 
the equinoctial line, it be- 
gins in June, and ends in 
September. South of the 
equinoctial, it begins in De- 
cember, and ends in March. 
Seasons of prosperity, and 
of opportunities of salvation, 
are called summer. Prov. 
X. 5. Zech. xiv. 8. 

SUN, the great source of 
light and heat ; brought into 
existence on the fourth day 
of creation. The diameter 
of the sun is about eight 
hundred thousand miles. 
His distance from our earth 
is ninety-five millions of 
miles ; so that li^ht, which 
flies at the inconceivable 
swiflness of t^p hundred 
thousand miles tn a second^ 
requires eight minutes to 
reach our earth. A cannon 



ball, shot thence, and mov* 
ing with unabated swiftness, 
viz. ([according to Durham,) 
a mile in eight and a half 
seconds, would take about 
thirty years to reach our 
earth ! The spots which 
often appear on the sun 
have never been satisfacto- 
tilv accounted for. Her- 
schel thought they arise from 
chasms in the sun's atmos* 
phere, caused temporarily 
by the ascent of gasses. 
Three miraculous events 
are related of the sun. Jt 
stood still at the command 
of Joshua. Chap. x. 12. It 
returned hack in the time of 
king Hezekiah. 2 Kings xx. 
11. It was involved4ndark' 
nessy Matt, xxvii. 45, at the 
time of our Saviour's cru- 
cifixion, though the moon 
was full, which proves it 
was not an ordinary eclipse. 
Multitudes, from the bright- 
ness and usefulness of the 
sun, have worshipped him, 
under the characters of Baal, 
Chemosb, Moloch, Phoebus, 
&.C. Even with the Jews, 
the worship of the sun was 
practised ; and Josiah had 
to take away the horses, and 
burn the chariots, consecrat- 
ed in the temple to the sun. 
2 Kings xxiii. 11. After 
his death, we again find the 
Jews worshipping the sun. 
Ezek. viii. 16. " From the 
rising to the setting of the 
sun," imports the whole 
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world over. Pa. cxtii. 3. 
« Before the sun," or "in 
the face of the sun/' im- 
ports the most daring, pub- 
lie, and open manner. Jer. 
viii. 2. Numb. xxv. 4. To 
continue while the ^'sun and 
moon endure," is to last very 
long, or forever. Ps. Ixxii. 
5, 17. Christ is called the 
'* Sun of Righteousness/' as 
he enlightens, quickens, and 
comforts his people. "A wo- 
man clothed with tho sun/' 
and the moon under her feet, 
si^z^nifies the church, clothed 
with the rigliteousness of 
Christ, and rising superior 
to worldly things. Revela- 
tion xii. 1. 

SUPERSCRIPTION, that 
which is written on the top 
or outside of any thing. Mat. 
xxii. 20. It was the custom 
of the Romans to write on a 
tablet or board, the crime 
for which any man suffered 
death. This tablet, they car- 
ried before the offender to 
the place of execution, and 
fastened it over his hcad,that 
all might .read his transgres- 
sion, and beware of violating 
the laws of their country. 
Hence the superscription 
written over the head of Je- 
sus Christ, as recorded by 
all the Evangelists. Matt, 
xxvii. 37.. 

SUPERSTITION, foolish 
fears, extravagant fancies, or 
mistaken devotion in divine 
worship; or too much cere- 



mony in religion, without 
due regard being paid to the 
attainment of inward holi- 
ness, accompanied by a cor- 
rect moral conduct Idola- 
try is sl superstition. Acts 
xvii. 22. Those are super- 
stitious who are alarmed at 
the howl of a dog, the spill- 
ing of salt, or who fear 
ghosts, witches, &c. A prop- 
er regard to the DiWne gov- 
ernment would assure us of 
our perfect safety from all 
evil, so long as we trusted in 
God and obeyed him. 

SURETY, one who be- 
comes bound for ^another. 
Sins are called debts, Matt, 
vi. 12, and Jesus Christ is 
called the surety. Heb. vii. 
22. Christ fulfilled the law 
by the holiness of his life, and 
underwent the penalty when 
he offered up himself a sac- 
rifice to satisfy divine jus- 
tice. The Scripture forbids 
suretyship, or engagement 
for the payment of other 
people's debt, as it tends to 
ruin one's own family and 
estate. Prov. xxii. 26. xi. 15. 

SWALLOW, asmall black- 
ish bird, which migrates to 
warmer countries every win- 
ter; but returns, often to 
the very nest occupied be- 
fore, which it constructs gen- 
erally under the eaves of 
houses, ia chimnies, &c. 
It seems some had their nest 
round the ceilings of the tem- 
ple. Ps. Ixxxiv. 3. In cooa* 
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tries not very cold, swal 
lows often ventare to remain 
during winter, and fixing 
iheinselves in caves or clefts 
of mountains, or secluded 
buildings, become torpid. 
But it is not true, tbat they 
conceal themselves in marsh 
es or under water. 

SWEAR, to make a solemn 
appeal to Almighty God, de- 
sirmg his mercy and protec- 
tion, no otherwise, than as 
the matter or thing affirmed 
is true or false ; to declare, 
promise, or give evidence 
upon oath, We ought never 
to swear but upon very ur- 
gent necessity, and to secure 
some considerable good. Our 
Saviour, who came into the 
world not to destroy the law, 
but to fulfil it, forbade all 
profane oaths. Matt. v. 34. 
But he is not thought by 
learned men to have forbid- 
den solemn swearing in a 
court of justice. On (he 
contrary, his answering when 
adjured by the High Priest, 
is generally considered in 
the light of an oath. 

SYCAMINE, or Syca- 
MORE, a tree which partakes 
of the properties both of the 
fig and mulberry. The Egyp- 
tians seem to be more fond 
of its fruits than any other 
people. It is said to produce 
seven crops a year. We find 
in 1 Chron. xxvii. 28, that 
the Jews prized it. It attains 
iL great size, three men some- 



times not being able to grasp 
one. It is always green. 
The fruit is about the size of 
a fig, and is often called by 
that name. It is remarkable 
that the fruit does not grow 
on the branches and twigs, 
but on the trunk of thetree, 
attached by sprigs like grape 
stalks. The wood, though "* 
coarse in grain, is remarka- 
ble for durability. Mum- 
my chests, &c. found in the 
catacombs by Dr. Shaw, 
were of sycamore, and had 
remained sound for 3,000 
years. * This tree abounded 
in Palestine. 1 Kings x. 27. 
SYNAGOGUE, an assem- 
bly among the Jews for re- 
ligious worship. The place 
where they met to pray, to 
read, and to hear the readins 
of the Holy Scriptures, ana 
other instructions ; and where 
by sermons and exhortations 
delivered to them, by pro- 
phets formerly, and alter- 
wards by the doctors or 
teachers, the people were 
k^ptin the knowledge of God 
and his laws. They began 
to be used about the time of 
Ezra, and were very useful 
in keeping up a knowledge 
of God among the people. 
There was a council or as- 
sembly of grave and wise 
persons, well versed in the 
law, who had the care of 
all things 'belonging to 
the service of the syna- 
gogue, and the management 



SYR 



20O 



SYR 



of certain judicial a£&ire; 
over whom was set a presi- 
dent, called the "ruler of 
the synagogue." Luke viii. 
41. As there was but one 
temple, and to this a resort 
was to be had but thrice 
a year, and then by the 
jnales only, such a mode of 
keeping the Sabbath be 
came indispensable. Soon 
after the captivity, the Jews 
had great number of syna- 
gogues, which increased, till 
Uiere were about 480 of them 
in Jerusalem. Every trading 
fraternity had their syna 
gogues; and companies of 
strangers, as Alexandrians, 
Cyrenians, and others, had 
theirs for public prayer, and 
lor reading the Scriptures. 
Our Saviour and bis Apos- 
tles found the synagogues 
very convenient places for 
proclaiming the good news 
from heave;). 

There are now in the 
United States, five syna- 
gogues, viz. : in Newport, 
"Vew York, Philadelphia, 
Richmond, iind Charieston. 
The congregations in each 
are small. 

SYRACUSE, a famous 
city, called also Saragossa, 
on the south-east of Sicily, 
22 miles in circumference. 
It was once the largest and 
richest city of the Greeks. 
It was founded A. M. 3269. 
The famed mathematician 
•Archimedes, with aston- 
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ishing inventions, defended 
the place from the Ro- 
mans ; but it was taken, and 
he was slain, about two hun- 
dred years before Christ. 
The Saracens seized it A. D. 
675 ; but in 1090 it was tak- 
en from them by Roger, duke 
of Apulia. Here Paul tar- 
ried three days, as he went 
prisoner to Rome. Chris- 
tianity was early planted 
here, and still continues, at 
least in name. The city has 
wholly lost its ancient splen- 
dour. Acts xxviii. 12. 

SYRIA, or Aram. The 
SyriansdescendedfromAram, 
and possessed Mesopotamia, 
Chaldea, and part of Arme- 
nia. But Syria Proper had 
the Mediterranean Sea on the 
west, Cilicia on the north, 
the Euphrates on the east, 
and Canaan and part of Ara- 
bia the Desert,.on the south. 
Its excellent soil and noble 
rivers, Euphrates, Orontes, 
Cassimere, Adonis, Barrady, 
&c. rendered it a most de- 
lightful country. It was di- 
vided into various provinces, 
which derived their names 
from their location. 

The valley between the 
ndges of Libanus and Anti- 
Libanus was called Coblo- 
Syria. The word often 
occurs in Maccabees, and 
signifies Syria the hollow. 

Syria of Damascus, 
was a section stretching east- 
ward along Mount Libanus, 
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and of which Damascus was 
the capital. Its limits varied 
according as its princes were 
more or less powerful. Isa. 
vii. 8. 

I Stria of Rehob was 
that part of which Rehob 

lAras the metropolis. 2 Sam. 

^. 6. It bordered Palestine, 
and was given to Asher. 
Josh. xix. 28. 

Syria of Zoba was 
probably the same as Hollow 
Syria. 

Syria of Maacah lay 
beyond Jordan toward Leba< 
non, and was given to Ma 
nasseh. 2 Sam. x. 6. Deut. 
iii. 14. It is called Mel- 
beih' Maacah. 2Kings xv. 29. 



ToB, or IsHTOB, was a 
province of Syria in the 
neighbourhood of Libanus. 
Jud. xi. 3, 5. 

Syria, without any other 
appellation, stands for the 
whole kingdom of Syria ; of 
which Jintioeh became the 
capital, after the reien of the 
Seleucidae, before which the 
name is seldom used alone. 

SYRO-PHCENICIA ww 
either that part of Phoenicia 
bordering on Syria, or per- 
haps the whole of Phoenicia, 
which by conquest had 
been united to Syria. The 
people were originally Ca- 
naanites. Gen. z. 15. Maik 
vii. 26. Matt. xv. 22—28. 



T. 



TABERNACLE. (1.) A 
tent, or slight temporary 
building made to be carried 
about from place to place 
as occasion required. (2.) 
That particular tent in which 
th(s Israelites performed their 
religious exercises, during 
their long journey in the 
wilderness. It, was called 
" the Tabernacle of the Con- 
gregation." Exodus xxxiii. 7. 
Here, till the building of the 
temple, was kept the ark of 
the covenant, which was a 
symbol of God's gracious 
presence with the Jewish 
church. Ezod. xxvi. I. Heb. 



ix. 2, 3. A tolerable idea of 
the tabernacle may be ob- 
tained from the picture. The 
court was 150 feet long and 
75 broad.. The curtains 
round it were 8 feet high, 
sustained by 56 pillars. With* 
in this area was the taberna- 
cle, the altar of burnt-offer- 
ing, and the brazen laver. 
The sacred tent was towards 
the west end, 43 feet long 
and 15 broad. A curtain di- 
vided it into two apartments, 
the eastern one, called the 
Most Holy Place, being 15 
feet square. Within the 
Holy Place were the altar 
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of incense, the candlestick, 
and the table of shew-bread. 
Within the Hoiy of Holies 
was the arlc of the covenant, 
with its mercy-seat, and 
overshadowing cherubims. 
See Ark. 

It was a splendid and cost- 
ly structure; but having 
been removed often, it be- 
came entirely worn out by 
the time Solomon's temple 
was ready. 

The Feast of Taber- 
nacles was celebrated after 
the harvest, in remem- 
brance of their having dwelt 
in tents in the wilderness. 
They returned thanks to 
God for the fruits of the 
earth, sind were put in mind, 
that they were only pilgrims 
and travellers in this world. 
Lev. xxiii. 34. It lasted 
eight days, during which 
the people dwelt in booths, 
or tents, erected in the fields, 
or streets, and on the tops of 
their houses. 

The tabernacle ;v7as a type 
of Christ's human nature, 
wherein God dwells person- 
ally. Heb. viu. 2. ix. 11. 
The natural body is the tab- 
ernacle of the soul. 2 Cor. 
v. 1. 2 Pet. i. 13. The " tents 
of Judah," are such Jews as 
dwelt in unfortified cities. 
Zech. xii. 7. The church's 
" tent was enlarged," and 
" her curtains stretched out," 
her " cords lengthened," 
and her ** stakes strengthen- 



ed," when the Qentiles were 
converted to Christ, and her 
gospel -state established. Isa. 
liv. 2. " The tabernacle of 
God is with men," when 
they enjoy his eminent fel- 
lowship and favour. Rev. 
xxi. 3. The church and her 
true members are like " the 
tents of Kedar;" their out- 
ward appearance is mean and 
despicable, and their condi- 
tion in this world very un- 
settled. Song i. 5. 

TABLE. The Jewish ta- 
ble most in use, was proba- 
bly that now common in the 
east, viz. a circular piece of 
leather spread on the floor, 
on which the food is laid, 
while those who partake, sit 
round with their legs crossed. 
Among those in high life, 
each guest had his separate 
table and mess. 

When the Jews returned 
from captivity, they brought 
with them the more refined 
Persian method of eating, 
which was to have a table 
like ours, only shaped like a 
horse shoe, or three sides of 
a square. Against these 
were placed not chairs but 
couches, with their end to 
the table. Tlie body reclined 
on these, propped by ihe left 
arm. The open space in the 
centre enabled the servants 
to perform their duty. Such 
a posture enabled Mary to 
come behind Christ to wash 
and anoint his feet See the 
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Frontispiece, whence a true 
idea may be formed of this 
ancient mode of eating. 

TABOR. (1.) A conical 
mountain in Galilee. Josh, 
xix. 12» 22. It is about two 
miles high, and on the top is 
a beautiful plain about a mile 
in circumference, and enclos- 
ed with treeS) except to- 
wards the south. From the 
top is one of the most de 
lightful prQ»pe«t9 in the 
world. On this mount, Ba 
rak assembled his army, and, 
at the foot of it, defeated the 
host of Jabin. Judg. iv. 6, 8. 
It is thought by some that 
herfe our Saviour was trans 
figured. (2.) Tahor was 
also the name of a city giv- 
en l^y the Zebulonites to the 
Levites of Merari's family, 
1 Chron. vi. 77; and of a 
place near Bethel. 1 Sam. 
X. 3. 

TABRET. See Timbrel. 

TADMOR, a noble city in 
the north of Canaan. Its 
vicinity was exceedingly 
fertile, though at a little 
greater distance all was a 
sandy desert. Here lived 
Longimis, It is now famous 
only for its ruins. About 30 
poor fktoilies constitute its 
whole population. The mod- 
ern nam6 of the town is 
Palmyra. 

TALENT, a Jewish coin 
or weight. Money of spe- 
cific current value was not 
known in early times; but 



gold and silver were weigh- 
ed out when purchases were 
made. Gen. xxili. 16, and 
xxxvii. 28. Jer. xxxii. 10. 
The Jews did not begin to 
coin money till about 150 
years before Christ. It is 
not quite clear what was the 
exact value of tlie talent. 
That of silver was probably 
somewhere near 2,000 dol- 
lars, and that of gold about 
80,000. Whatever gifts or 
opportunities God gives to 
men for their usefulness are 
called talents. To some he 
gives these in greater, and 
to others in less proportion ; 
but all ought to imptove 
what they receive, for of all 
will a strict account be ex- 
acted. Matt. XXV. Luke xix* 
When our Saviour speaks in 
a parable, of the obligations 
we owe to God, and those 
which men owe to each 
other, he calls the first ten 
thousand talents, and the 
last fihwidredpenee,3iriking' 
ly teaching^us how small our 
offences are to one another, 
compared to those we com- 
mit against God. Matthew 
xviii. 24—28. 

TAPESTRY,cloth wrought 
into figures in the loom, or 
with the needle. It was 
used in the east, as early as 
the age of Solomon. The 
crusaders seem to have in- 
troduced the art of making it 
into Europe, about 600 years 
ago. The English and Flem« 



TAR 



206 



TEK 



isb 6r8t distinguished tliem- 
selves in making it. It was 
used to cover beds, and to or- 
nament rooms, but is now 
happily become unfashiona- 
ble, as its beauty is not equal 
to the time and pains it re- 
quires. Its figures are fre- 
quently formed with threads 
of gold. Prov. vii. 16. 

XAREIS, a weed injurious 
to grain, both by occupying 
space, and by the seed being 
unwholesome. In this coun- 
try the wheat fan gets out 
the tare seed ; but the ancient 
fan could not. [See Fan.] 
On this account they pulled 
up the tares, or separated 
them before threshing, when 
the best flour was to be 
made. Mr. Fisk the mis- 
sionary, found on the plains 
round Ephesus, some Greek 
men and women employed 
|n tbe lields of grain, pulling 
HP tares. Matt. xiii. 28. 
Travellers in Syria have 
seen the reapers separate 
the tares from the wheat as 
they proceeded, and ' bind 
them in separate bundles. 
Matt. xiii. 30. Sometimes a 
sieve is used. Thus Satan 
desired to sift Peter as wheat. 
Luke xxii. 31. 

TARSHISH or Tarsus. 
There appear to have been 
several places called by this 
name. 

(1.) Tarsus in Cilicia, 
which was the capital of that 
eountr|»« and 3tQod on the 



river CydntUt about six 
miles from the sea, built, 
Strabo says, by Sardanapa- 
lus, the king of Assyria. It 
is said to have once excelled 
even Athens and Alexandria 
in learning ; those cities, and 
even Rome itself, being in- 
debted to it for their best pro- 
fessors. Julius Cesar, and 
afterward Octavius, delight- 
ed to honour it, and granted 
its citizens the same privileges 
as those of Rome ; and hence 
Paul was here *^firee born" 
To evince their gratitude, 
the inhabitants called their 
city Jidiopolis, or the city of 
Julius. This city at pi Isnt 
is of no importance: Sut 
Christiauity, planted here by 
Paul, has never since been 
wholly extinct. Its present 
name is TVassa. 

(2.) The name seems to be 
applied to Spain. Ps. Ixxii.lO. 

(3.) A place on the east of 
Africa, not far from Ophir. 
1 Kings X. 22. 

(4.) Carthage, Isaiah 
xxiii. 6. 

TEIL-TREE, the same as 
the linden. Its leaf resem- 
bles laurel, and its flower 
that of the olive. Isa. vi. 13. 

TEKOA, a city of Judah, 
twelve miles south-east of 
Jerusalem. Around it was an 
extensive wilderness, or pa»- 
ture land, and forest. Amos, 
the sacred writer, kept a 
herd here, before his call to 
the ministry. An^os |« 1, 
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TEMPERANCE, modera* 
tion ; that command over our- 
selves, which enables us to 
avoid eatinj(, drinliing, or de- 
siring any thing to excess. It 
is opposed to every excess, 
by which the mental facul- 
ties iare beclouded, or the 
moral habits rendered un- 
chaste. Intemperance in the 
use of ardent sj^irits had be- 
come most awfully preva- 
lent in this country, and 
threatened entire ruin, till of 
late vast numbers of good 
men, alarmed at the ap- 
proaching crisis, rose to 
check the spreading evil. 
Associations were formed — 
newspapers established — a- 
gents employed — tracts cir- 
culated — addresses delivered, 
&c. ; and by the blessing oC 
God, the growth of the evil 
is not only checked, but a 
good measure of reform pro 
duced. It is the purpose of 
those who began . to sound 
the alarm, not to cease till 
such liquors are bnly used as 
a medicine, according to the 
Scriptures. Proverbs xxxi 
6. 

TEMPLE. The house 
built at Jerusalem for the 
worship of God. The pre 
parations for this temple were 
immense. David and his prin- 
ces contributed 108,000 tal- 
ents of gold, 1,017,000 talenU 
of silver, which together 
amounted to 46,000 tons 

weight of gold and silver, or 



the value of more than 
4,000 millions of dollars! 
About 184,600 men were em- 
ployed seven years in huild- 
ngit. It was erected on 
Mount Moriah ; and was 
dedicated with solemn pray- 
er by Solomon, by seven 
days of sacred feasting, and 
by a peace-offering of 20,000 
oxen and 120,000 sheep, to 
constime which the holy fire 
came down anew from heav- 
en. It remained in its glory 
but about 84 years, whien 
Shi^hak carried off its trea- 
sures, 1 Kings xiv. 25, 26. 
Jehoiada and Jbash repaired 
it about A. M. 3150. Soon 
after Joash gave its treasures 
to Hazael king of Syria. 
2 Kings xii. 4, 5. 2 Chron. 
xxiv. Ahaz stripped it SQ 
completely to hire the as- 
sistance of Assyria, that it 
was for a long time entirely 
shut up. 2 Chron. xxviii< 
2 Kings xvi. Hezekiah re- 
paired it, and made such ves- 
sels for it as it wanted; but 
in the 14th year of his reign, 
he was obliged to rob it of 
much of fts wealth, to give 
to Sennacherib. 2 Chron. 
xxix. 2 Kings xviii. Ma- 
nasseh idolatrously reared 
altars to the host of heaven 
in the sacred courts, but af- 
terwards restored the true 
worship of God. Josiah his 
grandson further purged the 
temple, and replaced the ark 
of God in it. 2 Kings xxi. 
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xxii. 2 Chron. xxxiii. xxxt. 
About A.M. 3398, Nebuchad- 
nezzar carried the sacred vea- 
aels to Babylon, and at last, in 
3416, entirely demolished the 
temple. Ezek. yii. 20. xziv. 
21. Jer.lii. 13. 

About A. M. 8469, Cyrus 
ordered if to be rebuilt, 
which was done under the 
direction of Zerubbabel. It 
wanted, as the Jews say, 
five things which were the 
chief glory of the former, 
viz. the ark and its furniture, 
the Shechinah or cloud of 
the divine presence, the 
holy fire, the Urim and 
'Thummim, and the Spirit 
of prophecy. Ezra i. iii. vi. 
About A. M. 3837, Antio- 
chus Epiphanes profaned it, 
stopped the daily sacrifice, 
and erected the image of 
Jupiter on the altar of burnt 
offeririg; but, about three 
^ears after, Judas Maccabeus 
purified and repaired it, and 
restored the true worship of 
God. This second temple 
having stood more than 600 
years, and being greatly out 
of repair, Herod the Great, 
about A. M. 3987. began to 
build it anew. In nine years 
he finished the principal 
parts of it; but 46 years 
after, when our Saviour had 
begun his public ministry, it 
was not quite finished ; in- 
deed, till the beginning of 
their ruinous wars, they still 
added to its buildings. It was 



thus made far more com- 
plete and beautiful than that 
of Zerubbabel, and was one 
of the most astonishing struc- 
tures in the world, for mag- 
nitude and magnificence. 
Though almost a new edi- 
fice, it retained the name 
of Second Temple. It was 
more glorious than the origi- 
nal temple. Hag. ii. 9, be- 
cause honoured with the 
presence and ministry of 
Christ. It was burnt and 
entirely destroyed by the 
Roman army under Titus. 
A Mahometan Mosque now 
stands on the very spot 
where once was the Holy 
of Holies. Into this no Jew 
or Christian dare venture 
on pain of death, or of re« 
deeming his life by be- 
coming a disciple of Islam- 
ism. 
TEMPTATION. (1.) The 
act of enticing to a crime. 
(2.) The state of being tried. 
(3.) Any thin§ offered to Uie 
mind as a motive to ill. ^ It 
signifies those means which 
are made use of by the devil^ 
to ensnare mankind, and 
draw them from their duty. 
Matt. vi. 13. xxvi. 41. Luke 
xi. 4. God tempts men by 
those afflictions and perse- 
cutions for religion, which 
he permits, in order to exer- 
cise and prove the graces of 
his people, and to confirm 
them by such trials. They 
should therefore be botfke by 
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Christians without murmur- 
ing, that they may become 
patterns of obedience. Gen. 
xxii. 1. Jas. i. 2, 12. Luice 
viii. 13. Men tempt God, 
when they unseasonably and 
irreverently require proofs 
of his presence, power, and 
goodness. Exodus xvii. 2, 7 ; 
when - they expose them- 
sehres to danger, from which 
they cannot escape vyithout 
the miraculous interposition 
of his providence, Matt. iv. 
7.; and when they sin 
with great boldness, as if to 
try whether God would 
punish them, Malachi iii. 15. 
^cts v. 9. 

TERAH, the son of Na- 
hor, was born, A. M. 1878 ; 
and at the I30th year of his 
life, had Abram born to him. 
He and ^ his family were 
idolaters ; but it would seem 
that the call of Abraham 
was blessed to his conver- 
sion. It is certain that Te- 
rah emigrated with Abra- 
ham to Haram, and died 
there. Gen. xi. 24—32. 
Josh. xxiv. 2, 14. 

TERAPHIM, images of 
household gods. Some think 
they were talismans, to pre- 
serve the family from evil. 
Eastern nations have for 
many ages been addicted to 
such charms. The Persons 
call them telephin, which is 
much the same as teraphim. 
They were sometimes con- 
sulted for oracles. 2ieoh. x. 2. 



TETRARCH, one who 

governed the fourth part of 
a kingdom. 

THESSAL0NIAN3, the 
title of two epistles written 
to the church at Thessaloni- 
ca, in which there is much 
commendation and little cen- 
sure, though many cautions. 

THESSALONl'CA, the 
capital of Macedonia. It 
was anciently called Halts, 
and 7%erma ; but Philip, 
the father of Alexander the 
Great, called it TkessalonU 
ca, to commemorate his vic- 
tory over the Thessalians. 
About A.M. 3837, it fell 
into the hands of the Ro- 
mans. About A. D. 52, 
Paul, Silas, and Timothy, 
planted a church here. It 
was at this time a city of 
great commerce and wealth, 
and abounding with Jews. 
The Saracens took it about 
eight hundred years after^ 
Christ; and afler various 
revolutions, it fell under the 
power of Turkey. It is at 
this time one of the chief 
ports of modern Greeceiy 
containing before the late 
revolution 60,000 inbabi* 
tants, of which 12,000 were 
Jews. Its present name is 
Saloniky, 

THOMAS, or Didymus, 
one of the apostles. Matt. 
X. 3. He had staid several 
years at Jerusalem, after the 
Pent3cost, and then went, it 
is said, to preach among th« 
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Partbiani, Medes, Hyrcanl- 
ansy and Bactrians. He suf- 
fered martyrdom in Melia- 
poor, in the East Indies, 
where, three hundred years 
ago, the Portuguese discov- 
ered Chtistians, who called 
themselves by his name. 

THRESHING-FLOOR. 
A very good idea of this 
important part of a Jewish 
farm may be got from the 
picture. It was prepared in 
the open field, as it is at this 
day m our southern states, 
by' trampling and rolling a 
sufficient spot of ground, 
generdlly on some gentle 
eminence for the sake of the 
wind. The lees of oil were 
mixed up with the clay, 
which rendered it impervi- 
ous to water. Here the 
smaller kinds were beaten 
oQt with a long staff, or flail ; 
the larger kinds with oxen 
or horses. These drew a set 
of rollers, over which was 
constructed a seat for the 
driver of the team. Isa. 
xxviii. 27. To separate the 
chaff and grain, the fan was 
used. [See Fan.] The 
grain was cleared of heavier 
substances, such as lumps of 
dirt, by means of the sieve. 
To depict the dire ruin of 
the wicked, it is said, ^* they 
shall be as the chaff that is 
driven with the whirlwind 
out of the floor." Hos. xiii. 
% Job. xxi. 18. The church 
is likened to a threshing- 



floor ; for here Christ gath- 
ers his glorious harvest, 
and here he will thor- 
oughly cleanse it. Matt. iii. 
12. 

THRONE, the seat of a 
monarch. Being always 
higher than a chair, it need- 
ed afootstoolf where, in to- 
ken of reverence, applicants 
bowed themselves. Solo- 
mon's throne was raised six 
steps, and was of solid gold 
and ivory. The wor<l is 
used to denote kio^Iy au- 
thority, G&n. xli. 40} and 
hence angels are called 
thrones. CoL i. J6. . 
THY ATIRAis situated be- 
tween Sardis and Per«ranfios, 
near a branch of the Caicus, 
in the centre of an extensive 
plain. At the distance of four 
or five miles, a belt pf moun- 
tains surrounds it. It was 
onoe famous for its purple 
dye. Acts xvi. 14. There 
are now about 1,000 houses 
in the place, but poor. The 
streets are very narrow and 
dirty. Its modem name is 
Ak Hisar. 

THY'INE,thesame as the 
IThya tree. It rises with a 
strong trunk to the height 
of 30 feet or more, the 
branches projecting hori- 
zontally, and at right angles 
with each other. The wood 
is hard and admits a fine 
polish, on which account 
the heathens make gods of 
it. From this tree is obtain- 
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AN ANCIENT THRESHING FLOOR. 



.9. View of the bottom lind rollers. 
B, View of the side and driver's seat. 
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ed the gum $andrae. Rev. 
zyiii. 12. 

TIBERIAS, sea of. See 

G£K1V¥8ARF.TH. 

TIBERIAS, a city of 
Galilee, built byAgrippa and 
named in honour of tihe em- 
peror Tiberius. Hegesippus 
says it was the same as Cin- 
nereth. In the time of the 
Jewish wars, this city was 
the capital of Galilee, and 
was bravely defended by 
Josepfaus the historian ; but 
being taken by Vespasian, 
the father of Titus, after- 
wards emperor, it was al- 
most demolished. It was, 
however, a place ,of consid- 
erable note, for many ages 
after. AAer the destruction 
of Jerusalem, this city flour- 
ished considerably, 'having 
13 synagogues and a famous 
academy, over which a suc- 
cession of Jewish doctors 
presided till the fourth cen- 
tury. Here was held the 
last session of the Sanhe- 
dritn, and here the Talmud 
was collected. It is still a 
decent town, and around it 
are extensive luins indica- 
tive of its former extent 
and grandeur. Thirty or 
forty families of Greek 
Catholics reside here. The 
present name of the town is 
Tabaria. 

TIBERIUS. Cesar Au- 
gustus having married Livia, 
Tiberius' mother, adopted 
him as his heir. In the be- 



ginning of his reign, Tiberi- 
us behaved with modera- . 
tion ; but afterwards became 
peevish, cruel and oppress- 
ive. About the thirteenth 
year he made Pilate gover- 
nor of Judea. In the fif- 
teenth year John Baptist be- 
gan to preach. Luke iii. 1. 
Soon after, he took from the 
Jews the power of putting 
criminals to death. It is 
said, that hearing of the mir- 
acles of our Saviour, he 
was earnest to have him en- 
rolled among the Roman de- 
ities, but was hindered by 
the senate. He so favoured 
the Christians, as to threaten 
death to such as molested 
them on account of their re- 
ligion. 

TIMBREL, an instrument 
of music, very like our Tarn- 
boufinct consisting of a brass 
hoop, over which was 
stretched a parchment. It 
was held in the left hand, 
and struck with the right ; 
and was played on while 
dancing, on occasions of 
great joy. Exodus xv. 20. 
It is also called Tabret, 

TIME, the measure of 
duration; the season to do 
a thing. To "redeem time" is 
to be doubly diligent inrduty 
on account of former negli- 
gence. "The last times" 
mean gospel times which are 
under the last dispensations 
of grace, and near the end of 
the world. The " fulness of 
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time" means the time when 
every thing is ripe, and ex- 
actly prepared for an event. 
Gal.iv. 4. 

TIMOTHY, or Timothe- 
vsy was a native of Lystra. 
His fatlier waa a Greek, but 
his grandmother, and moth- 
er, being pious Jewish wo- 
men, trained him up in the 
knowledge of the Scriptures. 
Hi) bodily constitution was 
weak, but his gifts and 
graces were eminent. Acts 
xvi. 1. 2 Tim. i. 6. iii. 15. 

TIN, a white metal, of 
little elasticity, lighter than 
almost any other metal, and 
so ductile ns to be capable 
of being beaten out into 
leaves as thin as paper. It 
is procured in Germany, 
Saxony, England, South 
America, and the East In- 
dies. It seems to have been 
known and used verv early, 
being mentioned, ^fumbers 
xxxi. 23. Ezek. xxvii. 12. 
Homer mentions it in the 
Iliad. Its ores frequently 
occur in granite. 7Hn ware, 
as it is called, is really sheet 
iron ware, washed with tin 
to prevent rust. 

TIR'HAKAH, a king of 
Cosh ; called in profane his- 
tory,* Thearchon. 2 Kings 
xix. 9. 

TIR'SHATHA,atitleof 
honour bestowed on Nche- 
niiah, thouAlit to be equiva- 
lent to commissioner. Ezia 
ii. 63. Neh. x. 1. 



TIRZAH, a rery beauti- 
ful city belonging to tlie 
tribe of Ephraim. 1 Kings 
xiv. 17. 

TITHES mean tektbs. 
Wo suppose God suggested 
to the patriarchs his claim 
to the tenth part of their 
gain. Abram gave to Mel- 
chizedec, the Lord's priest, 
the tenth of his spoils taken 
in battle. Gen. xiv. 20. Ja- 
cob dedicated to God, the 
tenth of hisgain. Gen. xxviii. 
22. Nay, multitudes of 
Greeks, Romans, and other 
Heathens, devoted the tenth 
part of their incomes to the 
service of their gods. 

By the Jewish law, the 
tenia of the product of com, 
cattle, &c. was assigned to 
ihe Lovites. Of what re- 
mained to the proprietor, 
another tithe was levied, 
and in value or kind, sent to 
the service of the tabernacle 
and temple, and the minis- 
ters thereof, at the solemn 
feasts. On every third year 
a third tithe was levied, for 
the use of the Levitcs, and 
the fatherless, widows, and 
strangers. Deut. xiv. 2i3. It 
does not appear that the 
tithe of herbs was demand- 
ed. The Pharisees, however, 
tithed their mint, anise, 
cummin, and rue ; nor does 
Jesus condemn them for it, 
but for neglecting weightier 
things, as mercy, judgment, 
and faith, while tney were 
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80 wonderfully exact in small 
matters. Deut. xiv. 22 — 29. 
Numb, zviii. 20. 

TITTLE, a minute point ; 
a small circumstance. . 

TITUS, an eminent min- 
ister of the primitive church, 
to whom Paul addressed the 
Epistle which bears his 
naipe. 
TOB. See Stria. 
TONGUE. (1.) That 
member whereby we arlicu* 
late sounds, and communi- 
cate thoughts one to another, 
James iii. 5. (2.) The lan- 
guage that is spoicen in any 
country, Deut. xzviii. 49. 
There appears to have been 
but one language, till ihe 
confusion of tongues at Bt^el, 
TheHebrew tongue contains 
more internal evidence of 
being the same that God 
communicxited to Adam, than 
any other; but it is supposed 
to have undergone altera- 
tions, in the series of so many 
»ges from Adam down to 
Moses- The simplicity of 
its construction, the concise- 
ness and eiier^ry of its ex< 
pressions, und its peculiar 
fertility ; the relation it has 
to the most ancient oriental 
languages, which seem to 
derive their origin from it ; 
the etymology of the names 
whereby the first of mankind 
were called, which naturally 
occurs in this language ; the 
names of animals, which are 
often significant in the He- 



brew tongue, and describe 
the nature and property of 
those very animals ; the 
most ancient book, viz. the 
Old Testament being, for 
the most part, in this lan- 
guage, &c. indicate that it 
was the original language of 
the human species. 

TOPAZ. This name is 
now applied to a yellow 
gem, obtained in various 
parts of the earth, generally 
about the size of a pin's 
head. Scarcely any ex- 
ceed the sixth part of a'n inch 
in diameter. The most val- 
uable topaz in the world, is 
that in the possession of the 
Great Mogul ; said to weigh 
a hundred and thirty-seven 
carats. 

TOPHET, a drum, or 
timbrel. Tophet was the 
name of a place in the valley 
of Hinnomf called Geheh- 
NA, where the idolatrous 
Jews burned their children 
to Moloch, This valley lay 
just south of Jerusalem, and 
was in ancient times delight- 
fully verdant and shaded 
with trees. It was called 
Tophet, from the beating of 
drums, (toph being the He- 
brew name of a drum,]) which 
were used to drown tne cries 
of the poor babes, sacrificed 
to the image. 2 Kings ^^ 
iO. In order to disc^ualify 
this valley frm bemg a 
place of wors^>, and thus 
the more thoroughly to^ have 
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Moloch discarded, the good 
king Josiah caused it to be 
a place for offal, dead carcass- 
es, and filth of every kind. 
2 Kings xxiii. 10. Jer. xix. 
It was from that time uni- 
versally abhorred, and aban- 
doned to loathsomeness. In 
order to prevent the pesti 
lent influence of a. place 
where dead bodies rotted 
above ground, perpetual 
fires were kepi burning there. 
Hence it grew to be an im- 
age of hell, and ultimately the 
name Gehenna was defin- 
itively applied to the place 
of future and eternal punish- 
ment. 

TORTOISE. There are 
two kinds of tortoises, viz. 
sea and land ones. It is the 
land tortoise that is mention- 
ed in Scripture* It feeds on 
flowers and insects, and lives 
longer than men. By many 
it is reckoned a fine dish, 



It has a wonderful power of of his estate, as a religious 



enduring the want of food. 
Its general size is from four 
to eight inches long ; but in 
the Isle of Madagascar, the 
Gallipagos, &c. it attains 
five or six times that size, 
covered with^a variegated 
shell of great value in com- 
merce, and much used for 
ladies' combs. 

^ #OWEK. (1.) A high 
stage erected in cultivated 
fields, on which a watchman 
was stationed toward harvest 



vi. 27. (2.) A fortified baild- 
in^ to afford protection a- 
gainst enemies, or to annoy 
them. 2 Kings xvii. 9. 

TRACHONPTIS, a dis- 
trict bordering the holy land 
to^ the northeast. It is a 
cra«rgy, mountainous region, 
infested during the govern- 
ment of Philip, with many 
robbers. Luke iii. 1.- 

TRADITION, a narrative 
or ceremony delivered from 
father to son by word of 
mouth, without any written 
memorial. Those traditions, 
for the observance of which 
the Scribes and Pharisees so 
much contended, were con- 
demned by our Saviour, as 
subversive of the true intent 
of Scripture. Matt xv. 2, 3. 
The fifth commandment was 
so straneely perverted by 
these sel^righteous teachers, 
that, according to them, a 
man might give the surplus 



gift to God, and deny any 
support to his parents, who 
might be destitute of the 
necessaries of life. Matt 
XV. 6. These traditions of the 
Jews became in time amaz- 
ingly numerous, and had re- 
gard to the most trifling ac- 
tions of life. About A. D. 
190 they were collected by 
the industrious Rabbi Judab« 
and written. He called his 
work the Mishna, or second 
law. About one hundred 



to guard against thieves, Jer. i years after Rabbi Jochanan 
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wrotQ a coDimeotary on the 
Mishna, which he called 
Gemara, or Perfection. 
The whole was called the 
Talmud, or Instruction. 
About the year 50Q the 
Babylonian Rabbins com- 
posed another Talmud, 
written in a clearer style, 
and pot quite so full of ab- 
surdities. It makes ten or 
twelve gr^ai folio volumes ; 
but there is an abridgment 
by Maimonides, in four great 
volumes. The Roman Cath- 
olics are fond of traditions, 
and hold to many. The word 
of God, however, is our only 
guide in faith and practice, 
and whatever has no warrant 
there ought not to be consid- 
ered binding. Before the 
New Testament was com- 
pleted, and while inspired 
apostles remained to ex- 
amine traditions, and de- 
clare what were true, it was 
proper for Christians to re- 
gard such traditions as were 
thus sanctioned. 2 Tbess. 
ii. 15. It would now be 
' jmsardous to trust in them at 
all ; and might -be consider- 
ed as adding to the word of 
God. Rev. xxii. 18. 

TRANCE, that state of a 
person's mind, in which su 
pernatural things are reveal- 
ed to him. Paul was cast 
into 9k trance* Acts xxii. 17. 
And so was Peter, when ad- 
monished to go and preach 
10 the Gentiles, ActB x. i% 
S 



xi. 5; and Balaam boasts 
tiiat he, falling into a trancey 
saw the glory of the Lord. 
Numbers xxiv. 4. 

TREES are useful, some 
for fuel, some for timber, 
some for medicine, some for 
dying, some for fruit, &>c. 
The Scripture mentions the 
palin,shittah,cedar; chestnut, 
willow, cypress, almug or 
algum, oak, teil, apple, ash, 
elm, box, fir, oil, or olive, cit- 
ron, balsam, pomegranate, 
fig, sycamore, mulberry, &c. 
The trees in Palestine gen- 
erally put forth their new 
foliage in the month of Jan- 
uary, when the old leaves 
of many trees are not fallen 
off. The first blossoms are 
those of the almond tree. 
Every pleasant and fruitful 
tree grew in the garden of 
Eden. Jesus Christ is call- 
ed the " tree of life," because 
by partaking of his fulness 
we attain life everlasting. 
Rev. xxii. 2. Christians are 
called " trees of righteous- 
ness," because like Christ, 
and yielding benefits to men. 
Psalm i. 3. 

TRIBE, a division of peo- 
ple. The tribes of Israel 
were the descendants of Ja- 
cob's sons. As Jacob bless- 
ed both Manasseh and £• 
phraim, who were Joseph's 
sons, it made thirteen tribes, 
and yet no tribe of Joseph, 
The land of promise, howev- 
er^ was divided only into 12 
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portions^ bacaose the tribe 
Leviy being DiiiiisterB in reli- 
gion, were to be supported 
by liilies from their brelh- 
rrn. There being twelve 
tribes who each paid them 
a tenth of every thing, their 
condition was more easy 
than the other tribes. TJie 
Jews inform us that each 
tribe had its appropriate ban. 
ncr as follows : 

Judah, a Lion couching, Gen. xUx. 9. 
luachar „ Ass, Gen. xlii. 14. 

Zebulon, „ Ship, „ „ IS. 

iteuben, „ Man, „ „ S. 

Simeon, ,, Sword, „ y, 5. 
Uad, „ Lion, Deut. xxxiii. 22. 

Ephraim, „ Unicorn, „ » l?* 
Manasseh, „ Bull, „ „ 17. 

Benjamin, „ Wolf, Gen. xlix. 27. 
Dan, „ Serpent, „ n '^'^• 

Ashur, „ Sheaf of wheat, „ 20. 
Naphtali, „ Hind, „ » 21. 

^TRIBUTE, money paid by 
a tax. Our Saviour, Matt. 
xxil. 17, shows clearly, that 
religion does not exempt men 
from their civil duties ; and 
the apostle Paul recommends 
faithful Christians to pay ac- 
cording to law. Rom. xiii. 7. 
Jewish pride was greatly 
humbled by their being com- 
pelled to pay tribute to Rome, 
and the publicans who col- 
lected it, were atwavs odious. 
TROAS, or TROY,a city of 
Mysia, near the mouth of the 
Hellespont, very famous in 
history,which, after a siege of 
ten years, was taken by the 
Greeks. This occurred, ac- 
cording to Sir Isaac Newton,. 



of| about mile haodred and four 
years before the birth of 
Christ, or during the reign 
of Jehoshaphat. A new city 
of the same name was soon 
built about four miles nearer 
the sea. Here Paul often 
preached, lodging with one 
Carpus. Acts xvi. 8. xx. 
5—12, 2 Tim. iv. 13. A 
Christian church long exist* 
ed here, but is now extinct, 
and the place is in ruins. 

TRUMPET, an instru- 
ment of loud music, still ia 
common use. It was orig- 
inally made of the horn of a 
ram or-ex, and subsequent- 
ly of metal. The bugle is 
a modern improvement of 
this instrument. On that 
new* moon festival which 
commenced the Jewish civil 
year, that is, the first day of 
Tizri, was held the Feast qf 
Trumpets. Lev.xxiii. Num. 
xxlx. 

TRUTH, the positive mat- 
ter of fact; contrary to £dse- 
hood. Moral truth ia the 
conformity of words and ac- 
tions to the thoughts of- the 
heart ; as when a man speaks 
what be thinks, and is in re- 
ality what he seems to be. 
It is taken for the true prin- 
ciples of religion, the true 
doctrine of the gospel ; and 
Jesus Christ, being the Au- 
thor, is emphatically styled 
** the Truth," because be is 
the substance of all the types. 
John xiv. 6. 
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TWILIGHT, the light 
which continues after the 
sdn has set, tind commeoces 
before it rises. 1 Samuel 
XXX. 17. Prov. vii. 9. This 
is caused by the atmosphere, 
which being thicker than 
the space between it and the 
sun, bends down,, or refracts 
the fays of light, and even 
makes the sun itself . ap- 
pear when it is beneath the 
horizon. In the northern 
parts of Scotland, the sun 
sets but for a short time in 
the summer, and the twilight 
win enable a person to read 
even at midnight. Near the 
poles, twilight continues for 
several weeks together, with- 
out the sun*s rising. It then 
rises, and shines uninterrupt* 
ediy the whole summer. 
Then the twilight of several 
. weeks recurs, and afterward 
the sun sets to be seen no 
moi'e till the next summer. 

TYPE, a person or thing, 
prefiguKng something rela- 
tive to Christ or his church. 
These were numerous, as 
none of them could fully 
point out its antitype ; and 
were a kind of real predic- 
tions of things to come, as 
those uttered by the prophets 
were verbal. There were 
typical persons, as Adam, 
Noah, Melchizedek, Isaac, 
Aaron, Joshua, David, Solo 
mon, Jonah, &c. Topical 
classes of persons, as Israel- 
ites, the fii*8t-born males, 



kinsman-redeemers, Nazar^ 
ites, high priests. Oeeasion- 
al typical things, as Noah's 
ark, Jacob's ladder, the burn- 
ing bush, the cloudy pillar, 
the water of Marah, the 
manna, Aaron's budding rod, 
the brazen serpent, the pool 
of Bethesda, the deliverance 
of the Hebrews from Egypt, 
their passage through the 
Red Sea, their travels in the 
wilderness, their entrance in- 
to Canaan, their wars with 
the heathens, &c. The typ- 
ical institutions were cir- 
cumcision, sanctification of 
fruit-trees, offering do base 
things to God, exclusion from 
the congregation of the Lord, 
wearing proper apparel, a- 
voiding mixed garments,sow- 
ing mingled seed, plougUtng 
with oxen and asses, tender- 
ness to beasts, not muzzling 
the treading ox, &c. The 
typical places were Canaan, 
the cities of refuge, Jerusa- 
lem, Zion, the tabernacle, 
and the temple. The typi- 
cal utensils were the ark, 
the pot of manna, the table of 
shew-bread with its loaves, 
the golden altar of incense, 
the golden candlestick, the 
silver trumpets, the brazen 
lavers and sea, the brazen 
altar, &c. The typical offer- 
ings were the burnt, the sin, 
the trespass, peace, and meat- 
offerings, the drink-ofierings, 
the anointing oil, ransom - 
money, tithes, first-fruits, 
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things voluntarily devoted, 
the ram caught in the thick- 
et, &c. Tiie typical seasonM 
were the time of the daily 
sacrifices, the Sabhath, the 
feast of new mbons, the pass- 
over and feast of unleaven- 
ed bread, Pentecost, the feast 
of trumpets, the feast of tab- 
ernacleS) the year of release, 
and the jubilee, &c. The 
typiciil purifications were 
from the defilement of unholy 
things, from child-birth, lep- 
rosy, and infection by dead 
bodies, &c. To him that 
discerns the evangelical sig- 
nification of these various 
types, the narratives of the 
bid Testament are not a dry 
history, but appear replen- 
ished with the most useful 
instructions concerning our 
Saviour and his body the 
church. 

^ TYRE, a very ancient 
city, possessing, for many a- 
ges, astonishing enterprise 
and wealth. Isa. xxiii. 8. It 
was built four furlongs from 
the shor«, on an island. 
It afterward became con- 
nected with the main land. 
Their gods were Hercules 
and Jlstarte, It was the em- 
porium of commerce and the 
arts. Their ships found the 
way even to Engtand,whence 
amons other things, they 
bfou^t tin from the mines at 



Cornwan.' Its kings swayed 
a powerful sceptre, and their 
colonies were scattered over 
all the Mediterranean. It 
belonged to the tribe of 
JishcTt but was never wholly 
subdued. It was a part of 
the conquest of Alexander. 
About two hundred years af- 
ter Christ it was destroyed 
hy JVtger, emperor of Rome. 
Aftei* this it flourished five 
hundred years, under the 
Seljukian Turks, was then 
taken by the crusaders, and 
finally was destroyed A. D. 
1289, by the Sultan of Egypt. 
A. D. 1516 it was seized by 
the Ottoman Turks, who are 
to this day masters of all that 
country. The predictions of 
Isaiah and Ezekiel, that this 
city for its wickedness should 
be utterly destroyed, have 
been most severely fulfilled. 
Maundrel, who visited this 
spot in 1697, found not a 
house entire, and only a few 
miserable inhabitants, har- 
bouring themselves in vaults, 
and subsisting chiefiy by fish- 
ing. A village adjacent, then 
bore the name. There is 
now a considerable village 
built among the ruins; tne 
population o? which Mr. Jow- 
ett estimates at about 1,500. 
Mr. Connor reckons them at 
i double that number. It is 
I now called ShvTf or Svr. 
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UNBELIEF, infidelity, or 
a distrust of any narrative, 
person or doctrine. Unbe- 
lief of God's holy word, is a 
universal sin in the world. 
It is the cause of disobedience 
to his high commands; and 
over whomsoever it shall fi- 
nally prevail, that man will 
be eternally condemned . 
Matt. xiii. 58. It is a-most 
horrid crime, as it makes 
God a liar, rejects Jesus and 
his whole salvation, and 
is the root of all other sins. 
Unbelief is either negative, 
'in such as have not heard 
the gospel ; in which sense 
Heathens are called unbe- 
lievers, or infidels, 1 Cor. vi. 
6. 2 Cor. vi. 14; or positive, 
in those unbelievers, who, 
though they hear the gospel, 
and profess to regard it, yet 
believe not with their hearts. 
Luke xii. 46. Tit. i. 16. Rev. 
xxi. 8. Unbelief is either 
with respect to a particular 
declaration of God : as when 
Zacharias discredited God*s 
. promise of a son to him, Luke 
i. 20; or universal, having 
respect to the whole declara- 
tions of God. It is either 
partial, importing some de< 
grees of distrust. Mark ix 
24 ; or total, where there is 
no truit a( aU. % Tim. i, 13. 



UNCLEAN. Persons or 
things are unclean, (I.) Nat- 
urally ; as dunghills, or hate- 
ful animals are unclean. 
Rev. xviii. 2. (2.) Cere- 
monially; as were persons 
who touched dead corpses, 
&c. A great number of beasts 
were thus unclean. Num. 
xix. Lev. xi. xvi. (3.) In 
scrupulous opinion ; so some 
moats wera reckoned un- 
clean by the primitive Chris- 
tians. Rom. xiv. ' 14. (4.) 
Morally ; being polluted with 
sin ; so devils are " unclean 
spirits." Matt. x. 1. Un- 
cleanness means lewdness. 
Rom. i. 24. "^ 

UNICORN, a fierce and 
powerful animal often men- 
tioned in Scripture, tt is 
generally thought to mean 
the Rhinoceros, which had 
a strong horn between its 
forehead and nose, with 
which it rips up trees into 
splinters, for food. Some 
have thought the Buffalo 
was the true Unicorn. The 
pictures which represent the 
unicorn in the form of ahorse> 
with a horn in its forehead,, 
are probably wholly ficti- 
tious, though it has been 
lately affirmed that a similar 
animal is found in Southt 
Africa. 
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UR, au ancient city of Chal- 
dea or Mesopotamia, where 
Terah and Abraham dwelt 

URIM, lights. The Urih 
and Thummim mentioned 
in Ex. xzviii. 30, and Lev. 
viii. 8, literal^ signified, 
Ught8 and perfections. It 
9eems highly probable, that 
they were no other than the 
twelve predotu stones in- 
serted into the high priest's 
breast-plate ; and on which 
were engraven the names 
of the twelve tribes of /srae/, 
whom Aaron bore upon his 
heart before God. And that 
the letters by standing out, 
or by an extraordinary illu- 
mination, marked such words 
as contained the answer of 
God to him who consulted 
this oracle. Many learned 
men are of opinion that the 
answer was given in an au- 
dible voice, sounding from 
the Shekinah, or that bright- 
ness which always rested be- 
tween the cherubims over 
the mercy seat. Ps. Ixxx. 
1. and xcix. 1. When the 
Urim and Thummin were to 
be consulted, it is said, the 
high priest put on his golden 
vestment, and in ordinary 
cases went into the sanctua- 
ry, and stood with his face to 
the Holy of holies, and the 
consulter stood as near him 
as the law allowed. This 



oracle was never consulted 
in . matters of faith ; as in 
these, the Jews had the writ- 
ten law for tiieir rule ; nor in 
matters of small moment; 
nor by any but priests, rul- 
ers or prophets. 1 Sam. xxii. 
10, &c. 

USURY, among the Jews, 
meant the customary and 
fair price for the use of mo- 
ney. The word now means 
extortionate and unlawful 
interest The law of nature 
forbids not the receiving of 
moderate interest for the loan 
of money, any more than the 
taking of rent for bouses. As 
the Jews had very little con- 
cern in trade, and so only 
borrowed in case of necessi- 
ty, and as their system was* 
calculated to establish every 
man's inheritance to bis own 
family, they were allowed to 
lend money upon usury to 
strangers, Deut. xxiii. 20 ; 
but wero prohibited to take 
it from their brethren of Is- 
rael : at least if they were 
poor. Exod. xxii. 25. Lev. 
XXV. 35— 37. 

UZ. (I.) The grandsoa 
of Shem. Gen. x. 23. (2.) 
A Horite. Gen. zxxvi. 28. 
(3.) The country of Job, 
situated somewhere east or 
northeast of Palestine. It 
seems to have been aear 
Chalde^. Job i. 17. 
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VAIL, OP Veijl,^ whatev- 
er covers or hides any thing 
from being seen. The vail, 
which divided the holy of 
holies from the holy place in 
the Jewish tabernacle, was 
a type of the human nature 
of Christ, and also of the 
separation between Jews and 
Gentiles ; but was rent in 
twain at our Saviour's death, 
and the separation is now re- 



moved by the preaching of the noblest drudge ever con- 



the Gospel to the Gentiles, 
Exod. xxvi. 31. Heb. x. 20 
Eph. ii. 14. Matt, xxvii. 51. 
The vail of ignorance, blind- 
ness, and hardness of heart, 
which kept the Jews from 
understanding the spiritual 
sense and meaning of the 
law, caused' them to crucify 
the Saviour, fiesiat the intro- 
duction of the new covenant, 
and reject the gospel light, 
is still a hindrance to the 
extension of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. John ix. 39. 2 Cor. 
iii. 14, 25. Women disgrac- 
ed themselves by appearing 
in public without a vail. 1 
Cor. xi. 3— '10. Especially, 
perhaps, as it was the chief 
and almost the only differ- 



ence between the dress of sweetly cooled and made re 



women and men. There 
were various forms of the 
vail; some cpveredthe whole 



VALLEY OF HINNOM. 

See Tophet 

VAPOUR, water combin- 
ed with so much heat as to 
cause it to rise in a gaseous 
form. Its expansive force, 
which is greater than even 
that of gun-powder, the mod- 
erns have discovered the art of 
making eminently useful in 
propelling engines for boats* 
factories, mines, &c. and is 



trived by human ingenuity. 
By means of a steam engine, 
a single bushel of coal can 
do the work of ten horses for 
one hour. The vapour 
raised by the sun is held by 
the air, till it accumulates in 
clouds, and by electricity, or 
by some unexplained cause, 
descends in rain. Ps. cxxxy. 
7. Vapour is a wonderful ev- 
idence of the wisdom and 
goodness of God. Jer. x. 13, 
and li. 16. By evaporation 
we obtain rain, mist, dew, 
&c. By its constantly taking 
place in the human body, 
man is enabled to sustain tho 
heat of every climate. By 
the extraction of vapours 
from the earth, the air is 



freshing. The occasional dry 
winds of Africa carry with 
them terror and death. Witb- 



person, others only the bust. !Out evaporation, grain and 
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grass could not be cured for 
use, clothes could not be 
dried if washed. la fine, 
a great variety of common 
operations on which our com- 
fort depends, could not be 
performed. Weil docs Da- 
vid, therefore, represent the 
vapour, as praising God, and 
"fulfilling his word." Ps. 
cxlviii. 8. Human life is 
compared for frailty and tran- 
sitoriness to a vapour. Jamss 
iv. 14. 

VESTMENTS, robes for 
priests. The vestry was the 
place where they lay, and 
were put off and on. 2 Einss 
X. 22. A vestiwe is chiefly 
an upper robe. Deut. xxii. 12. 
Christ's having his " vesture 
dipt in blood," and inscribed 
with this name, *' King of 
klpgs, and Lord of lords," 
imports, that, in conquering 
,.and destroying his enemies, 
he mightily shows his sov- 
ereign power and dominion. 
Rev. xix. 13, 16. 

VINE, one of the most 
prominent productions of 
Canaan, and flourishing best 
in the lot of Judah, which 
contained the mountains of 
Engedi ; and the vallies of 
JEsheol and Sorek, Gen. xlix. 
11. At the present day, a 
single cluster from those 
vines will ofl«n weigh 12 
pounds; and as the whole 
country is now comparative- 
ly neglected and barren, it 
is probable they once were 



much larger. Hence the 
spies, to avoid bruising the 
nne specimens they brought 
to Moses, hung them to a 
pole, borne by two men. 

The vine of Sodom grows 
about Jericho, near the 
Dead Sea. Its grapes are 
bitter, and considered pois-« 
onous. Hence Moses com- 
pares rebellious Israel to .this- 
plant. Deut. xxxii. 32. 

VINEGAR, an acid com- 
monly derived fiom saccha- 
rine fermented liquors. 
When distilled it becomea 
perfectly colourless, and is 
increased in strength. It 
seems that weak sour wine» 
was called vinegar by the 
Romans. Thus Matthew 
(Chap, xxvii. 34.) says, "Uiey 
gave him vinegar to drink* 
mingled with gall ;" where- 
as Mark informs us, (Chap, 
XV. 23.) " they ^ave him to 
drink, wine mmgled widi 
myrrh." Dr. A. Clarke says 
"it was a common custom 
to administer a .stupifying 
portion, compounded of sour 
wine, frankincense, and 
myrrh, to condemned per- 
sons, to alleviate their suf- 
ferings ; or so to disturb their 
intellect, that they might 
not be sensible df them." 
The rabbins grounded this 
on Prov. xxxi. 6. Our Lord, 
of course, refused such aid. 
By his first tasting, before 
refusing it, we may infer, that 
if it had been merely adapt- 
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ed to quench thirst, it would 
Dot have been refused. Har- 
vesters refreshed themselves 
with this weak wine, or vin- 
ecar. Ruth ii. 14. 

VINEYARD, a piece of 
ground planted with vines. 
The vineyard was prepared 
with great care, the stones 
being gathered out, a secure 
fence made round it, and a 
scaffold or high summer- 
house, built in the centre 
where, as the fruit ripened, 
a watbhman was stationed, 
and where there was always 
shelter for the workmen at 
their meals, and a suitable 
place to keep the tools. Isa 
v. 1—7. Matt. xxi. 33. 

VIPERS, serpents which 
bring forth their young alive, 
and not as is generally the 
case, by eggs. They seldom 
exceed 18 inches in length. 
Their body is yellow,speckled 
with brown spots, and the 
scales under their belly are of 
the colour of polished steel. 



VOICE, in general, signi- 
fies any kind of noise, wheth- 
er made by animals or not. 
God's voice is, (1.) The 
thunder, which loudly de- 
clares his existence and prov- 
idence. Ps. xxix. (2.) His 
laws, teaching, and promis- 
es ; in which he declares 
his will to men. Ex. xv. 26. 
(3.^ His providences, where- 
in he publishes his own ex- 
cellencies, awakens us from 
our stupidity, and calls us to 
our duty. Mic. vi. 9. Amos 
i. 2. To mark John Baptist 
as not the true Messiah, but 
a proclaimer of his appear- 
ance, he is called a voice. 
Isa. xl. 6. 

VOW, a sacred promise, 
made to God in an act of de- 
votion, to leave off some siiK 
or to perform some duty. A 
general vow is made at bap* 
tism. It is also used in an 
inferior aense to signify an 
oath, or solemn assurance to 
a person. 



w. 



WATCH, to be upon our 
guard ; to observe carefully : 
a guard. The night was 
anciently divided by the Jews 
into three watches: the 
first watch, Lam. ii. 19, the 
middle watch, Jud. vii. 19, 
T 



and the morning watch, 
Exodus xiv. 24. This divi- 
sion of the night is also men- 
tioned by Homer, Livy, 
Xenophon, &c. In the time 
of Christ, the night was di- 
vided into foiur watches. 
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which was then the common 
practice of the Greeks and 
Romans. The second and 
third of these divisions are 
mentioned Luke xii. 88 ; 
the fourth, Matt. xiv. 25, and 
all of them, Mark xiii. 35, 
These watches differed ac- 
cording to the length of the 
night, which in Palestine va- 
ries from 14 hours 12 min- 
utes, to 9 hour^ 48 minutes, 
WATER, a fluid, which 
occupies a large portion of 
the alobe. Moisture raised 
by the heat of the sun, in 
the form of vapour, being 
carried about in the air, and 
meeting in a collective mass, 
produces clouds ; these unit 
ing and becoming heavier 
than the surrounding air, fall 
down in dew or rain, to make 
fruitful the earth. Much 
more rain falls on the higher 
than on the lower ground, 
and the water entering 
through crevices, on the 
hills, and finding its way 
through the earth to the sur- 
face again, produces springs. 
The sti-eams of these uniting, 
form brooks, which unite 
into rivers ; and after adding 
to the beauty of the coun- 
try, and accomplishing very 
many useful purposes, emp- 
ty themselves into the sea. 
Water is 816 times heavier 
than common air; a pint of 
it weighs one pound, and a 
cubic foot about one thousand 
ounces, or sixty-two and a 



half pounds. Ice is chrys- 

talized water ; and by a re- 
markable exemption from the 
common laws of heat, be- 
comes lighter as it grows 
colder, in this is strikingly 
exemplified the wisdom smd 
goodness of God. Dreadful 
would have been the conse- 
quences, if, like other fluids, 
water had grown heavier by 
loss of heat. In winter ftie 
ice on the surface of rivers 
would have sunk as it froze, 
in successive sheets, until the 
whole would have become a 
mass of ice, which no subse- 
quent summer could thaw; 
and the world would soon 
have become uninhabitable. 
As it now is, no sooner is a 
crust of ice formed, but the 
water beneath is protected 
from further cold ; nshes are 
safe, water abundant, and the 
moderate warmth of spring 
unbinds the stream. Such 
are the wonderful works of 
Him who, in infinite wis- 
dom, and by his almighty 
power, created the heavens 
and the earth. Water, when 
disturbed, signifies troubles 
and afflictions. Ps. Ixix. I. 
But flowing in all the plen- 
itude and beauty of useful- 
ness, it represents the gifts 
and comforts of the Holy 
Spirit. Isa. xii. 3. xxxv. 6, 
7. John vii. 37, 38. In 
Scripture, water is used for 
all sorts of drink, as bread is 
put for all kinds^of food or 
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solid meat. Water-courses 
are either the beds of rivers, 
wherein they run, or the 
streams themselves. Isaiah 
xliv. 4. 

To water, is (1.) To moist- 
en. Ps. vi. 6. Genesis ii. 6. 
(2.) To cQxnfort, refresh » and 
render fruitful. 

WATER.SPOUTS, are 
fails of water from the clouds,, 
which are whirled rbun^ by 
tornadoes, so as to form a 
column ; or which are forc- 
ed with a mighty noise from 
the sea, by an earthquake at 
the bottom. They are more 
frequent on the coasts of 
Canaan and Syria, than any 
where else in the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. To these, heavy, 
overwhelming, and terrify- 
ing afflictions are compared. 
Ps. xlii. 7. 

WAY, a path for travel- 
lers. The word is frequent- 
ly used to signify the habits 
of a person, or the method 
of doing any thing.. Gen. 
vl. 12. Jeremiah x. 2. The 
customary dealings of God 
are called his way. Ps. xxv. 
10. Isa. Iv. 8. Christ is 
" the way, the truth, and the 
life;" and his salvation is 
the " new and living way" 
of access to God. Heb. x. 
20. Jehovah's precepts are 
the «* way of truth,** 2 Pet. 
ii. 2, and those who obey, shall 
find themselves in " ways 
of pleasantness and peace." 
Proverbs jii. 17, . 



WEASLES are of two 
kinds, the house and the field 
weasle. They are subtle, 
and though of small size, are 
considerably strong. They 
prey on sei^ents, moles, rats, 
and mice, and sometimes on . 
poultry. 

WHEAT, a grain raised in 
most parts of th« earth, of 
which is made the most es- 
teemed bread. Being called 
corn in England where the 
Bible was translated, it is 
often so called in Scripture. 
Matt. xii. 1. The ordinary 
kinds of wheat are well 
known. The annexed en- 
graving shows the species 
common in Egypt, and is such 
as appeared to Pharaoh in 
his dream, who saw " seven 
ears of corn, come up upon 
one stalk, rank and good." 
Gen. xli. 5. The wisdom of 
God is strikingly shown in 
the stalk of Egyptian wheat. 
If it were hollow and weak 
like ours, which has only to 
support one ear, it would 
break with the weight. It 
Tias therefore a stalk, solidly 
filled with a sort of pith, and 
thus rendered sufficiently 
firm. The Holy Land pro- 
duced wheat and barley so 
excellent, that sixty or a 
hundred fold sometimes re- 
warded the husbandman. 
Gen. xxvi. 32. It was ex- 
ported to neighbouring coun- 
tries in great quantities. 
1 Kings v. 11. Acts xii. 20. 



WIL 

WILDERNESS. This 
word seems to have had va- 
rious meanings, as indeed 
have most words in all Ian 
guages. When applied to 
places within the holy land, 
it generally means tracts of 
land less cultivated than the 
generality of the country, 
but not wholly desert. Joel i. 
20. These commonly de- 
rived their name from the 
chief city adjacent, as Dih 
2aA, Engeai, Judea^ fyc. 
The forerunner of our Lord 
resided in the wilderness of 
Judea till he commenced 
his public ministry. .Ish- 
mael settled in the wilder- 
ness of Paran: and David 
took refuge from the perse- 
cution of Saul in the same ; 
where it appears the numer- 
ous flocks of Nabal the Car- 
melite were pastured. Such 
places, therefore, were not 
absolute deserts, but thinly 
peopled, or less fertile dis- 
tricts. But this remark will 
scarcely apply to the wilder- 
ness where our Lord was 
tempted of the devil. A more 
dismal and solitary place can 
scarcely be found in the 
earth. About one hour's 
journey from the foot of the 
mountains which environ 
this wilderness, rises the lofty 
Quarantania, which, Maun- 
drell was told, is the moun- 
tain into which the devil car- 
ried our blessed Saviour, that 
he might show him all the 



WIL 

kingdoms and glory of the 
wond. It is, as the evan- 
gelist styles it, *< an exceed- 
ing high mountain,'' and in 
its ascent both difficult and 
dangerous. It has a small 
chapel at the top, and anoth- 
er about half way up, found- 
ed on a prominent part of the 
rock. Near the latter are 
several caves and holes in the 
sides of the mountain, .occu- 
pied formerly by hermits, and 
even in present times by re- 
ligious devotees, who repair 
to these lonely cells to keep 
their lent, in imitation of our 
Lord's fasting in the wilder- 
ness forty days. The land 
of Canaan was environed 
with wildernesses. We read 
of those of Egypt, JStham^ 
Shur, Sirii Sinaiy Tctdmor, 
Stc. The 40 years wandering 
of the Hebrewa was in a wil- 
derness indeed, and by no 
means the common thorough- 
fare of travellers between 
Egypt and Canaan. The 
reason why Israel was turn- 
ed into it we read in Num. 
xiv. .The only vegetable 
productions which occasion- 
ally meet the eye of the trav- 
eller in these frightful soli- 
tudes, are a >coarse sickly 
rass, thinly sprinkled on 
\ie sand ; a plat of senna, or 
saline or bitter herb, or an aca- 
cia bush. Moses, who knew 
these deserts well, calls them 
" great and terrible," " a 
desert land," **the waste 
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howling wilderness." Je- 
remiah, with surprising force 
and brevity, has exhibited 
those circumstances of terror, 
which the modern traveller 
details with so much pathos 
and minuteness : " Neither 
say they, where is the Lord 
that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, that led us 
through the wilderness, 
through a land of deserts and 
of pits, through a land of 
drought, and of the shadow 
of death, through a land 
which no man passed 
through, and where no man 
dwelt." The word is meta- 
phorically used to signify 
things barren or unattractive. 
Hence God asks the He- 
brews if he had been a wil- 
derness to them. Jer. ii. 31. 
The Gentile world was call- 
ed such. Isa. XXXV. 1 — 6. 
and xliii. 19. The people of 
God are represented as in a 
wilderness while in* this 
world, but favoured with 
the presence of Christ. Song 
viU. 6. 

WILD-HONEY. See 

HONKY. * 

WILL, that faculty of the 
soul, or operation of the mind, 
whereby a man freely chooses 
or refuses things. Scriptur- 
ally, to will any thing is of 
nature ; but to will what is 
goody is of grace. Psalm ex. 
3. John viii. ^, Phil. ii. 
13. The will of God may be 
known by reading liis word. 



by observing his providences, 
and by praying for his Spirit, 
to enlighten, instruct and 
guide the soul. 

WIND, a flow of air from 
one place to another. There 
are trade winds, which blow 
constantly from east to west, 
and monsoona, which blow 
three or six months at once» 
from one point, and as long 
from the opposite. The Sa^ 
moon is the most terrible 
wind of eastern countries. 
Coming over the vast deserts, 
it brings intense and suffoca- 
ting heat and dryness, with 
billows of sand and dust, 
carrying along with it fiery 
streaks, like threads of silk ; 
whoever breathes it, dies in- 
stantly. It rarely lasts more 
than seven or eight minutes. 
If travellers see its approach, 
and lay their faces to the 
earth till it pass, they com- 
monly escape. Camels and 
other animals do this by in- 
stinct. It is, of course, most 
dangerous when^ it comes 
unperceived in 'the night. 
Whole caravans have perish- 
ed in it. It is not improba- 
ble but that this wind was 
the " messenger of the Lord," 
which destroyed 185,000 men 
of Sennacherib's army in 
one night. 2 Kings xix« 35. 
The preceding account wiU 
beautifully illustrate the folt 
lowing passages of Scripture. 
Job. XV. 2, and xxvii. 2}, and 
xixviii. 24* Jer, iv. V 
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£sek. zvii. 10, and xiz. 12. 
Hos. xU. 1, and xui. 15. 
Jonah iv. 8. Hab. i. 9. Ps. 
cUi. 15, 16. 

A whirlwind, is a stroDg 
blast, which winds about in 
a somewhat circular manner. 
Multitudea of such blasts 
come from the de^rts of 
Arabia; and out of one of 
them the Lord spake to Job, 
Isa. zxi. 1. Job zxxvii. 9. 
and xxxviii. 1. Whirlwinds 
sometimes sweep down trees, 
houses, and every thing in 
their way. Violent winds 
are computed to fly at the 
rate of 4000 feet in a minute. 
They are of great importance 
in preserving the purity of 
the atmosphere. The opera- 
tions of the Spirit of God on 
the heart, by which a spirit- 
ual change is wrought in 
the soul, are compared to 
the blowing of the wind, 
the effect being evident, but 
the manner incomprehensi- 
ble. John iii. 8. 

WINE-PRESS, a vat, usu- 
ally sunk into the earth. It 
was divided into two parts, 
one being deeper than the 
other. Into the shallow com - 
partment, the grapes were 
thrown, where several men 
trod them with their feet, 
while the juice ran into the 
lower part. Rev. xiv. 18. 
Jer. XXV. 80. 

WINTER, the cold sea- 
son, when fields and trees 
are barren, and storms fre- 



quent In the torrid zone, 
which is about 8270 miles 
broad, they have two winters, 
or rainy $ea$on8 a year, but 
both are very mild. At the 
pdes, nearly the whole year 
is winter, and awfully se- 
vere. Gen. viii. 22. Spring 
and autumn are scarcely 
known. Vegetation starts 
suddenly at the return of the . 
sun, and soon comes to per- 
fection. In Sweden, nine 
months are a severe winter. 
In, Canaan, great men had 
their warm houses for the 
winter season, as well as 
cooler ones for the sumnEier. 
Jer. xxxvi. 22. Amos iii. 
15. The winter there, is 
very wet and cold ; especially 
between the 12th of Dec. 
and 20th of Jan. Matt. xxiv. 
Seasons of temptation, 
persecution, and distress, are 
likened to a winter ; " sum- 
mer and winter," may sig- 
nify all the year long ; per- 
petually, Zech. xiv. 8. To 
winter, is to live pr stay 
during the winter. Isaian 
xviii. 6. Acts xxvii. 12. 

WISDOM, the* power of 
judging righdy what is to be 
done, according to circum- 
stances. This is "worldly 
wisdom.?' But spiritual wis- 
dom, " which is from above,' 
Jas. iii. 17, begins in the 
fear of God, and produces 
true piety in all our deport- 
ment. It is known by sev- 
eral properti^. It is pure^ 
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it makes men careful to avoid 
any defilement by sin. It is 
peaceable: under all the 
tcying circumstances of life. 
It is gentle toward t^Iie in- 
firmities of others, interpre- 
ting all things for the best, 
and receding from right for 
peace's sake. It is eaey to 
beeptreated; it makes men 
yield to good counsel, and 
sound reason. It is full of 
mercy : it makes us pity the 
afflicted, and ready to forgive 
those that have offended us. 
It isfvU rf good fruits i of 
beneficence, liberality, and 
all other offices of humanity 
which proceed from mercy. 
It is withottt partiality ; not 
courting and favouring the 
rich and influential merely 
because they are so, but re- 
garding and loving men ac- 
cording to their piety. It is 
also fjoitkout hypocrisy, not 
counterfeiting goodness ; nor 
condemning others, and yet 
being guilty of the same 
thines ourselves. It is put 
for tne Scriptures generally, 
Luke xu 49 ; and also for the 
doctrine of the Gospel. ,1 
Cor. ii. 6, 7 ; for Jesus Christ, 
Uie eternal and essential 
wisdom of God, Prov. iii. 19. 
WITCH is a woman, and 
wizard is a man, that has, or 
is supposed to have dealings 
with Satan. Witchcraft was 
universally believed in, in 
Europe, till the sixteenth cen- 
my, and is pow, in most 



parts of the eaKh. Of late, 
in Europe and America, some 
have denied its existence al- 
together. That such per- 
sons have been found among 
men, is abundantly plain 
from Scripture. liv. xix. 
31. Deut. Xviii. 10, 11. 
2 Chron. xxxiii. 6. Gal. v. . 
20. By the Jewish law they 
were to be put to death. Ex. 
xxii. 18. Lev. xx. 27. It is 
plain, however, that great 
caution is necessary in the 
detection and punishment of 
those who may be guihy of 
this crime, lest the innocent 
suffer, as has been the case 
in New England and other 
places. Witchcraft idXQlwdien 
from the kingdom of God. 
Gal. V. 20. It is a great sin 
to place any confidence in 
persons who profess these 
powers ; or to honour, or aid 
them by seeking them to in- 
terpret dreams, tell fortunes^ 
discover stolen goods, &c. 
Those who thus consult them 
are abhorred of God. Le- 
viticus, XX. 6. Nabum iii. 
4. Mic. V. 12. 

WITHES, twisted boughs, 
bark, willow, &c. such as 
those wherewith faggots are 
often bound together. Judges 
xvi. 7, 8. 

WITNESS, one who gives 
evidence. The Holy Spirit 
" beareth witness " to our a- 
doption, by producing in us 
the graces of Christianity. 
Rom> viii, Christ is called 
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the " faithful ^witness/' Rev. 
i. 6, because he faithfully de- 
clared the things of God, and 
sealed his testimony with his 
blood. The prophets and pi- 
ous persons of the Old Testa- 
ment, are a " cloud of wit- 
nesses" to the faithfulness 
and mercy of God, and the 
possibility of salvation. The 
Apostles are competent wit- 
nesses of the things they af- 
firm in the New Testament, 
because they saw and heard 
the things of which they 
speak. They are credible 
witnesses, because they had 
no internist to deceive, and 
actually suffered great hard- 
ships, and even death for the 
sake of their testimony. 

WOE is a word of mourn- 
ing. Ezek. XXX. 2. Ps. cxx. 
5. A woe is a heavy calam- 
ity. Rev. viii. 13. Matt, xxiii. 
13. WotftU, full of distress 
and sorrow. Jer. xvii. 16. 

WOLF, an animal of the 
dog kind, crafty, greedy, rav- 
enous, fierce, and of a quick 
smell. Wolves abide in for- 
ests, and live on smaller ani- 
mals. They can bear hun- 
ger long, but are then exceed- 
mgly fierce, and will attack 
9l&er man or beast. Hence 
in the evening, when they 
come hungry out of their 
holes, they are most fierce 
and dangerous. Jer. v. 6. 
The species most common 
in Syria, Africa, &c. is the 
Hyaena. I 



WOMAN. Before the fall 
the woman seems to have 
been more on a level with 
the man, than since the 
curse, in which she seems to 
have been the greatest shar- 
er. In most parts of the 
world women are treated 
harshly. So much is this 
the case in some countries, 
that mothers often murder 
their female infants, Ihat they 
may not experience such 
hardships as themselves en- 
dure. In the Christian church 
women are raised to an equal- 
ity with men in most of their 
religious privileges, but are 
not permitted to govern or 
teach. Gal. iii. 28, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 34. Rules for female 
behaviour and dress are laid 
down. Tit. ii. 1 Pet. iii. &c. 
and their duties towards their 
husbands, inl Cor. vii. £ph. v. 
WORD, an intelligible' 
sound. Any discourse is so 
called. Genesis xxxvii. 14. 
Deut. iv. 2. The term is ap- 
plied to the sacred Scrip- 
tures. Luke xi. 28, James 
i. 22. It is also a name df 
Christ. John i. Heb. iv. 
12—14, and xi. 3. Why he 
is so called we are not ex- 
pressly told. Perhaps be- 
cause he is the intelligible 
indication of the Father's 
will and character, as words 
are of our thoughts, Heb. i. 
2, 3, and because he spake 
creation into being, commu- 
nicated with the patriarchs 
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and prophets, declared the 
gospel when on earth, now 
intercedes in heaven, and 
will give sentence at the last 
day. 

WORK, any thing done. 
Creation is the work of God. 
Gen. ii. 2. The works of 
God's providence are his pres- 
ervation and government of 
the world. John v. 17. The 
work of redemption is attri 
buted to the three persons ol 
the Trinity; the beginning is 
from the Father; the dispen- 
sation is through the Son; 
and the application by the 
Spirit. John vi. 29. 1 Pet. 
i. 2. By good* works, are 
understood all manner of 
duties, as well thoughts, as 
words and actions, towards 
God or man, which are com- 
manded in the law of God, 
and proceed from a pure 
heart and faith unfeigned, 
and are, referred unto God's 
glory. *Eph. ii. 10. Good 
works are the way to the 
kingdom, not the cause of 
entering there. They ase 
the only evidence of our ti- 
tle to heaven, but no part of 
the purchase. Jam. ii. 18 — 20. 

WORLD. (1.) The earth 
and all the animals, and veg- 
etables on its surface ; man- 
kind generally. (2.) The 
universe and all created be- 
inp. John i. 10. (3.) The 
wicked, who relish and love 
nothing but worldly things, 
and pursue enly worldly de- 



signs. John XV. 18. (4.) 
The Gentiles. Rom. xt. 12. 
(5.) The pleasures, riches 
and honours of the world. 1 
Cor. vii. 31. Man*s tongue 
is a " world of iniquity ; " 
its words contain inconceiv- 
able wickedness. James iii. 
6. Worldly is what is of a 
carnal and earthly nature. 
Tit. ii. 12. Heb. ix. 1. 

WORMWOOD, an herb, 
f]of a very bitter taste. Idola- 
try, profaneness, apottasy, 
and other wickedness, are 
likened to wormv^ood ; how 
disagreeable to God and his 
people ! and in the end, how 
bitter to sinners themselves ! 
Deut. xxix. 18. Heb. xii. 15. 

WORSHIP, to bow down 
with reverence ; and so wor- 
ship is, (1.) Civil reverence, 
given to one of authority or 
worth. Matt. ix. 18. xviii.26. 
Luke xiv. 10. (2.) Outward 
homage, given as an ac- 
knowledgment of -Deity. 
Matt. iv. 10. Dan. iii. 5,12,14. 
(3.) Inward trust, love, and 
fear of God, because of hisin- 
finite excellency. Phil. iii. 3. 

WOT, to know; to be 
aware ; a word not now in 
common use. Ex. xxxii. 1. 

WRITING, was probably 
taught men by the inspiration 
of God. Ex.xvii.l4. xxiv. 4. 
The alphabets of all lan- 
guages have a remarkable 
similarity to the Hebrew. 
At first, writing seems to 
have been very rudely done, 
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the letten being cat or 
scratched on ttone, or clay, 
which WBB then baked like 
brick| or on platea of lead. 
Afterward taolets of wood 
were used, on which the let- 
ten were traced. Then 
those were improved by cov- 
ering them with thin wax, 
and writing with a sharp^ 



stick. To obliterate the 
writing, thoy were held to 
the fire ; hence God is said 
to blot out sins '^ as a cloud." 
The sharp Instrument for 
writing was called a style, 
hence we call a man's man- 
ner of writing, his style. 
Afterward, bark, &c. became 
used. See Paper. 
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YEAR, a space of twelve 
months. The Jews had 
both a civil and a sacred 
year ; in the first they regu- 
lated tlioir national concerns ; 
and in the other, their reli- 
gious affairs and festivals. 
The civil year commenced 
in the month Tlzri;. that is, 
at the autumnal equinox 3 
and their sacred year in the 
month. JVlsan^ or ancient 
Ahih, Ex. xii. 2, which cor- 
responded to our March or 
April, according to the pass- 
over moon. The sacred 
year was instituted as a new 
era to commemorate the de- 
liverance of Israel from the 
yoke of the Egyptians. Ex. 
xii. 2. And it might be con- 
sidered as a presage of the 
gospel day, because it be- 
gan in the very month in 
which Christ was crucified, 
and thus put an end to the 
ancient aispensatioq. John 



xix. 30. Every third year 
they added a month to make 
up for the days lost in con- 
sequence of measuring the 
months by revolutions of the 
moon, which made the year 
consist of 354 days. This 
intercalary month they call- 
ed Ve-adar, or second Adar. 
See Month. 

Ignorance of chronology, 
and pride of antiquity, made 
the Egyptians, Chaldeans, 
Chinese, Indians, and others, 
date back the rise of their 
own nation to the distance 
of a ridiculous number of 
years. It is now conceded 
by most learned men, that 
tne creation occurred at or 
about 4004 years before the 
birth of our Saviour. The 
practice of numbering the 
years from the birth of 
Christ, was not adopted for 
several centuries arler that 
event, Piffereitt countries 



YEA 



2S7 



YEA 



had tbeir difierent eras for 
commencing; such as the 
foundation of the metropo- 
lis, or the reign of a king. 
The last method, was used 
in England till the time of 
Cromwell, , when the Chris- 
tian era was adopted, ^nno 
Dominif generally written 
A. D. means year of our 
Lord. Anno Mundi, or year 
of the world, marks the date 
from creation. 
. There is much confusion in 
all chronology, from the in- 
correct modes of computing 
the year, practised by early 
nations. The use of lunar 
months, of twenty-nine and 
a half days each, made the 
year too short. Many plans 
were adopted to regulate the 
year, but none came near 
making the lunar and solar 
year correspond, till Julius 
Cesar, by the help of his 
astronomers, brougnt it to a 
considerable degree of ac 
curacy. He abolished the 
lunar month, and establish- 
ed a solar year, of 365 days 
6 hours, divided into \2 ar- 
tificial months, consisting 
alternately of30 and 31 days. 
The odd six hours in four 
years made a whole day, 
which was added by count- 
ing the 24th day of February 
twice. The year on which 
this was done was called 
leap year. The new reck- 
oning, however, was not 
perfectly exatt, for the true 



year consists of only 365 
days 5 hours and 49 minutes, 
so that the Julian year was 
eleven minutes too long. 
This surplus in 130 years 
amounted to a whole day, 
and in 1600 years had crea- 
ted an error of ten days. 
In the year 1582 Pope Greg- 
ory XIII. at the instance of 
Lilio, the Roman astrono- 
mer, proposed to strike out 
this excess of ten days, and 
to omit three leap years in 
every four centuries. This 
was for a while called J^Tew 
Style, and was gradually a- 
dopted both by Catholic and 
Protestant states. It was not 
introduced into England till 
the middle of the last centu- 
ry, [1752] at which time the 
difference amounted to eleV' 
en days.* This makes our 
present calendar very near- 
ly, though not quite correct. 
The surplus, as now left, 
would not amountto 7 hours 
in 1000 years. In j[)rophetic 
style, a year signiiies 360 
years, and a month 30 years, 
a day being put for a year; 
and so thiee years and a 
half, and " times, time, and 
half a time,** or 42 months ; 
or 1260 days denote the 1260 
years duration of Antichrist. 
Rev.xi.2,3. xii. 6, 14. 

* Russia, has not yet acceded to thi« 
reform, aud the oifference now 9- 
mounU to 13 d«js. 60 that the I2lh 
day of the month with us, is the 1st 
day of (hat month with her. 
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YOKE, a contriranca for 
the neck of oxen with which 
they draw; a maikof serri- 
tude, bondage, or slavery. 
The service of God is, to 
flesh and blood, a yoke, be- 
cause it restrains oar natural 
motions and inclinations : 
yet it is easy in comparison 
of the service of sin, the 
covenant of works, and the 
ceremonial law. Matt. zi. 
29,30. Gal.v. 1. It is easy 
to them that love God, and 
are regenerated, or born of 
the Spirit, because the law is 
written in their hearts, they 
are endued with faith, and 
they are strengthened by 
Christ. Pi. zxxvii. In the 
ordinance of the red heifer 
that was to be slain for the 
water of separation, Numb. 



xiz. 2, 9, it was ezpreaely 
required that she should be 
*' without spot or blemish, 
and never have worn a 
yoke/' As all the ancient 
mstitutions were designed to 
convey religious instruction, 
we learn from this victim, 
that oar first services are 
due to God ; and iypieaUy^ 
the perfection of our Loni 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
whose blood cleanseth from 
all sin. Heb. ix. 13, 14. 
1 John i. 7. With respect to 
the creature never having 
worn a yoke, the heathens 
were particularly scrupulous 
on this point. Hence, in 
Homer, the Greek poet, 
Diomedes promises to Pallas, 

— — — « A yearly heifer, ^ 

Unconscious of the galling yake." ^ 
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ZACCHE'US, a rich pub- 
lican. Whether he was a 
Jew or not, is uncertain. Pub- 
licans paid government a 
certain sum for the taxes of 
a specified district, and then 
collected them on their own 
account and risk. This is 
called farming a revenue. 

ZECHARIAH. There 
were several persons of this 
name. (1.) A king of Israel, 
who reigned but six months. 
2 Kings XV. (2.) A chief 



priest, martyred by king Jo- 
ash. 2 Chron. xxiv. He is 
probably the person men- 
tioned by our Saviour. Matt, 
xxiii. 35. (3.) One of the 
minor prophets, who return- 
ed from Babylon, with Ze- 
rubbabel, A. M. 3484, and 
began to prophesy aboat 
two months after JSaggai. 
He wrote the book which 
bears his name, and has 
been called the chief of the 
minor prophets. (4.) One 
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jof the cofhmon priests, fath- 
er of John Baptist. Luke i. 
ZADOK, the son of Ahi- 
tub, appointed high piiest by 
Saul. By this event that 
high office was returned to 
the family of Eleaznr, after 
it had continued nearly 120 
years in the house of Eli, and 
the family of Ithamar. 

ZAR'EPHATH, or Sa- 
REPTA, where Elijah dwelt 
some time with a widow ; 
was a sea-port of Phenicia, 
midway between T^re and 
Sidon. 1 Kings xvii. 9, 10. 
Luke iv. 26. About A. D. 
400, it was still of some 
note. Its present name is 
Sarphend. 

ZAR'ETAN, Zar'ta- 
jlfcAH, or Zrred'athah, a 
iPace near to which the 
waters stood in heaps, as 
Joshua passed a good way 
below. The large molten 
vessels of the temple were 
cast in the adjacent plain. 
Josh. iii. 16. 1 Kings iv. 12. 
2 Chron. iv. 17. 

ZEAL, a fervent passion 
or earnest desire for any 
thing, but especially in the 
cause of religion. 2 Kings 
X.16. Titus ii. 14. St. Paul 
speaks of some Jews having 
a "zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge," 
Rom. X. 2 ; that is, the^ had 
an earnest desire to mamtain 
the honour of the ritual to 
which they were accustom- 
ed ; but knew not that right- 



eousness whereby a person 
is justified before God. It is 
of unspeakable importance 
that our zeal be enlightened 
and pure. When it is cher- 
ished in connexion with ig- 
norance, bigotry and preju- 
dice, it leads on to fury and 
persecution, and every evil 
work. John xvi. 2. Acts ix. 
1,2. God's zecd is his high 
and holy regard to his own 
honour, and to the welfare of 
his people. 2 Kings xix. 31. 
ZEBULUN, or Zab^lok, 
the sixth son of Jacob by 
Leah, born about A.M. 2256, 
from whom sprang one of 
the tribes of Israel. When 
this tribe came out of Egypt, 
their fij^hting men amounted 
to 57,400 men, commanded 
by Eliab the son of Eion ', 
they increased 3100 in the 
wilderness. They had their 
inheritance between the Sea 
of Galilee and the Mediter- 
ranean, and enriched them^ 
selves l»y fisheries, com- 
merce, and the manufacture 
of glass. They were very 
honest in their dealings, and, 
notwithstanding the distance, 
were punctual attcnders of 
the worship of God at Jeru- 
salem. Gen. xlix. 13. Their 
country was signally blessed 
with the early instructions 
and miracles of our Saviour. 
Isa. ix. 1, 2. Matt. iv. 13, 15. 
There was a city of this name 
in the tribe of Asher. Josh, 
xix. 27. Jud. xii.l2. 
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ZEDEKIAH, the son of 
Josiah. When Nebuchad- 
nezzar carried Jehoiachin 
prisoner to Babylon^he made 
Mattaniah king in his stead , 
after he had caused him to 
swear to be his tributary ,and 
changed his name to Zede- 
kiah. He began to reign 
when he was 21 years of 
ago, and reigned 11 . He re- 
volted, but was subdued and 
carried prisoner to Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who caused his 
children to be murdered be- 
fore his face, and then his 
eyes to be plucked out ; af- 
ter which he loaded him 
with chains, and sent him to 
Babylon, where he died 
Jer. xxi. xxvii. 

ZEPHANIAH is thought 
to have lived about the time 
of Jeremiah. He awfully 
reproves the wickedness of 
his times, and predicted 
God's chastisement by the 
invasions of the Chaldeans; 
declared glorious things for 
the church, and denounced 
ruin upon idolatrous nations. 



ZERUBBABEL was the 
Jewish name of Sheshbaz- 
ZAR, who built the second 
temple, by authority of Cy- 
rus. Ezra v. 16. Zech. iv. 9. 
He took with him to Judea 
a colony of 50,000 persons, 
and restored the temple wor- 
ship. In his day lived Hag- 
gai and Zechariahthe proph- 
ets. Hag. i. and ii. Zech. iv. 

ZION. Which of the 
several hills on which Jeru- 
salem stood was properly 
called Ziorif is now not cer- 
tain, the whole city having 
early taken that name, and 
the temple itself especially. 
Ps. Ixv. 1. Ixxxiv. 7. It is 
thought the temple stood on 
Mount MoriahjWhQTO Abra- 
ham offered his son. IKinj^ 
viii. 1. Ps. xlviii. 2. TW 
worshippers at the temple, 
if not the whole inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, are called Zi- 
on. Ps. xcvii.8. Thechurch, 
is called Zion. Ps. cii. 13. 
Isa. ii. 3. Heb.xii.22. The 
name is applied to heaven. 
Rev. xiv. 1. 
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